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P RE F A C E, 

I 
t 

AS a great Part of the Ihtercourfe of Man- 
kind has ever been, tranfaflcd by Letter^ 
it is a jjaft kefledtion upon any Mani efpeciaily 
in this more refined Age, not to be able to ac* 
quit himfelf handfomely in this RefpeA. The 
' Occaflons to do this are fo very numerous, and 
! the Shame of doing it til, fo great, in low as well 
I as in high Life, that every Endeavour to render 
then^ more perfe£t in this Accomplifhment, is 
at leaft inticled to a candid Reception. 

There have been many Attempts towards a 
Work of this Sort; and though it were unkind to 
de'tradt from the Merie of fuch Labours, yet this- 
we mud obferve, that thofe which have hithertt> 
, reached our Notice, fall verv (hort of the End 
propofed. It would be a diiagreeable TaQt, to 
fingle out the Imperfedions in other Perform* 
ances of this Kind ; therefore we (hall only ob^ 
ferve, that fome of them, however, are here 
fupplied. 

In ihe firft' Place, the Perfons for whofe Ufe 
this CoUedlion is intended, are prefented with 
A wn plain and compendious Gramm r of the 
Englijh Language : To which are added, Dircc- 
^ tibns how to addrefs Perfons of all Ranks either 
in Writing or Difcourfe. This we prcfume, h 
laying the Foundation of our Defign well and 
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P R E F A C E. 

is it ought to be. The Rudiments of a Tongue 
once obtained, we proceed eafy to raife our Su- 
pcrftrudturc^ without this we do nothing. 

Next IS an Introdudlion, containing Diredlions 
for inditing proper Letters on moft Occafions, 
and the Sentiments ot feveral eminent Authors^ 
on Epiflofary Writing. 

But the chief Branch of this Defign, and 

which indeed tompofes tfie main Body of the 

Work, IS a proper Collcftion of Letters, (with 

ibme Originals) by eminent- Authors, upon Sub- \ 

jedls verj various in thieir Nature, and therefore 

not eafily thrown under regular Claflcis. Bt(fiuefs^ 

Dutyy Amufement^ Affe£lmi^ Courtfiip^ Friend^ 

Jkip^ and a Multiplicity of other Affairs that 

may require a Letter^ are here made the Subjedl 

of ours; fo that on moft Occafions no Perfon 

can' be at a Idfs for a Pattern to direft him. 

And.it is from this great Variety of Example* 

for Stile and Manner^ a Grammar for writing 

^rue Englijh^ and other neceffary Direftions, that 

v;e prUi»rrte to call this Performance by the 

Nache of The Complete Letter-'writer^ fuch a 

Number of Letters being infcrted as to anfwer 

the Purpofe almoft of ever^ Iridividoal,' from 

the Boy at School to the Secretary of State. 

Nor let it offend the Delicacy of any Reader, 

that he will here meet with many Epillles of 

the lower Clafs: Thefe could not be omitted 

without deviating from the gcand Point in View, 

namely, General Utility. 

CON- 
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,0f GHAMMARii 

^^XX'^RAMMAR is the Art of Speaking and . 
X Q X Writing any Language right and properly, 
X A and it has four Parts, and tnefe are called Or^' 
JMLXXji( thgrapfy^ Eiymobgy^ Syntax^ and Profddy, 

Orthography teacheis hoi«^ to fpell and write every 
Word wim proper Letters; as Nation^ not Najlun\ 
Oration^ not OraJhun\ didj not iiudi Footy not Fut-, 
Tombf not Toom^ 0cc. 

Etymology teaches the Explanation or Kinds of 
Words, their Derivation, Change, Analogy, or Like- 
nefs to one another in any Language. 

Syntax teaches the right placing or joining of Words 
together in Sentences. . ^ 

FroMy teaches the Accent and Quantities of Sylla?- 
bles, rronunciation, and Art of making Verfes. 

Of Orthography and the Power of Letters. 

A Letter is a Mark or Character of a fingle Sound in 
Speech.' There are twenty-fix Letters in the 
Englijh Languagei viz. a be def g h i j k I m n op4ir 
istuvw ^ y%% called, Vpwels and CIowO)u%iU\»^ 
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2 A Plain and Compendious 

A Vowel is a Letter which makes a full and perfeft 
Sound of itfelf, without adjoining any other Letter to it. 
'inhere are five Marks for Vowels in the En^tijh Tongue^ 
they are, a^ e^ /, Oy w, and (yj at the Eiid of Words 
for ie. Fis alfo a Vowel in the Micfdle of Words, but 
all fuch Words as have fy) in the Middle are of Greek 
Origin, and ench of ihefe Vowels have, two general 
Sounds, that is, a lon^ and a (hort Sound ; the fhort 
Sound made long, by adding final or filent C^) at the 
End, as baby hobe\ hety here\ Fir, Fire\ Rob, Robe ; Tuh^ 
Tiine So when fhefe Vowels end a Syllabic they arc 
ufually long, but generally flibrt in all other Pofuions. 

Of the Jingle Confonants, 

AConfonaiit is a Letter \yhich cannot make a per? 
fe6l Sound without adding fume fingle or double 
Vowel either before cr after it; /^, 0/ be\ eaty or Tea^ 
and therefore derives its Name from confounding or 
founding together with the Vowels. Nevertheless it 
may be defined, a Letter (hewing the feveraJ Moti- 
tjns and Configurations of the Parts of the Mouth, by 
which the Sounds of the Vowels are varioufly deter* 
mined. 

The fingle Corlfonants are twenty-one in Number, 
bed f g bjklmnfq r ft v w xy z; and are divided 
into Mutes (by which is meant Letters that are not 
pronounced, though wrote) and Half Vowels ; four of 
the Half Vowels are called Liquids. A Mute is a Let- 
ter which cannot make a Sound without a Vowel, as, 
b c d fg kp q // A Half Vowel is a Letter which makes 
an imperfedt Sound without any Letter added ; 25, 
fs) is exprcfled by Hiifing, (r) by a Quivering of the 
Tongue; thefe zrt Imn rfv x %. H is an Afpiration 
or Breathing; and (j) znd (wj are Neutrals, having 
both articulate Sounds, efpecially (w)y which founds 
«very where (ooj, and (liould be fo pronounced. 

Of the double ConfonantSm 

WHEN two or three Confonants meet together, 
we call them double Confonants ; and dftheie 
ibme are fit to ^begin Words or Syllables, others to end 

only : 
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cnly; call the firft initial or bfginning, the (econd 
final or ending, double Confonants. 

There are forty-one in N jmber, -^nd are neceflary 
to be underftood for the better Knowledge of the Di*^ 
;vifion of Syllables ; thefe are, J?/, ^r, ch^ cL cr^ dr^ dw^ 

fi* A* ^* gn* g""* ^«> Ph PU pr* rh* ^j/'' A Afmjn^ 
fpy A^ A fi^* '*> ''•> i"^* «^*» '^^i pb^* J<^» f^ryjhr^jfii 
Jpr^jlr^ thr^ thw, 

Rules f(yr true Spelling and right Divijion uf the Sylkbks 

of long fVoi ds, 

ASyllafble is a compleat Soand, uttered in one dif- 
tinct Breath ; as, ^, of in, tuhfch^gocd^ Earthy &c. 
Letters ferve to make Syllables, and Syllables Words, 
&c. One fingle or one double Vowrl only^ or any one 
of the fingle or double Vowels joined to any one of 
the ftngle or double Confonants, will isake a Syllable, 
No Number of Confonantsc^n>:j7Kike a Syllable with- 
out a Vowd ; as 5"t r n ^tw\kn make no Syllable of 
themfelvcs, but if I put in ("ej betwixt (rj and (nj thus. 
Strength^ it makes a Syllable ami ^.proper Word; and 
fheretore as many Vowels, fin;jle,*or double, as are 
found in a Word-, of fo many Syllables does that Word 
confifl', which are never above leven or eight, and few 
Words have fo many ;. as good^ one ; feem-fy^ two ; In- 
Jorm-er, three ; per-pe-tu^atet four ; de-popula-ied, five ; 
So'lemni'Za'ti'on^ i\x\ Tran-fub-fian'ti-a ti-on^ feven; 
In^cim-pre-hen/hbi-li^yj eight. 

A Monofyllable, is a Word of i?r?e Syllable. 
A Difyllable, is a Word of two Syllables. " 
A Trifyllable, is a Word of three Syllables. 
A Polyfyllable, is a Word of many Syllables. 

There are five general Rules for tJfep true Oivifion of 
Syllables. / '* 






Jiule I. When a fingle Confonant comlfslieft^e^A 
two Vowels, it goes with the laft Vowel in Jivitf rfg^^be' 
Syllables: as, a-bate, ca-bal, de-cay y Glo-r^^ B*-^r9>^ 
fPi'Mffij a-bovey a-tnongy di vide^ Jic« 

B 2 ILuU-*- 
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Ridi 2. When two Confonants meet in the Middle 
of a Word, between two Vowels which arc not pro- 
per to begin a Word, they are parted in dividing the 
Syllables : as Wed-din^^ Ac'CenU Vir^^in^ Mut-^tony But'* 

ter^ Trumpet, Bar-gatttt &c. 

ii 

Rule 3. When two or three Confonants meet be- 
tween two Vowels that are proper to begin a Word, 
then they go with the laft Syllabic in the'Divifion : 
as de^prive, refplendent^ Bro-theVi re-prievty a-bridgs, 
Ta-int^ re'Jlr't£U &c. 

Rule 4. When three or four Confonants meet be- 
tween two Vowels which are not proper to begin a 
Word, the fir(^ Confonant is always kept with the firft 
Syllable in^ the Divifion : as Juh-JlraH^ aggra-vate^ qf» 
pi£fi Cett'gfU'i-tff con-Jirudi^ in-jcnbet &c. 

Rule 5. When two Vowels of different Sounds meet 
in the Middle of Words, they are parted in the divid- 
ing Syllables, as Li-ar, re^al, Ri-ot, Tri-al, Li-on, Be- 
ingt Fow^ely &c. 

Compound Words are always fpelt as their fimple, 
thus, CraftJ-meny Gold/msth, Gazing-fiock^ Ship-wreck,. 
tranfa^i, dtJ-U'itite, un^e-qual, &c. 

Derivative Words are always fpelt as their Primftive, 
thus, tempt, tempt-edi JecQnd% Jecond-ary ; covet, covet' 
cus\ form, form-ed, «c. 

But when the Primitive ends with a Vowel, and the 
Syllable which is added begins alfo with a Vowel, then 
the firft Vowel is alwa]fs dropt, and the Sound of 
the preceding Confonant is foftened by the fubfequent 
Vowel, as Ap€, A'pijh\ Fame^ fa-moui \ Lovcy lov-ed\ 
give^ giy-er'y move, movingly hate, hat-ing ; danccy danc' 
tig', trifle, tri-JUng'y lublle, bubll-ingy &c. 

Obferve that all derivative Words ending in (hg) 
are aflive Participles, formed of Verbs which arc their 
Primitives; and where the leaving out fej in this Par- 
ticiple would caufe any Confufion in the Senfe, it is 
better to retain it j as from the Vtxhfmge, write fm^e^ 

irjg, 
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W> zniJtnge-itK to diftingurfli it from Jinging zndfi/ig- 
eti. But it is to be obferved that this fej is not dropt 
before (able, J as achi/e, advije-able\ defer e^ defin-ablti 
ogree^ agree*abli\ change^ changi-able^ &c. 

If the additional Syllable, which makes it a Deri« 
vative, begins with a Confonant, then the Vowel in the 
Primitive is always retained, according to the Rule of 
derivative Words : zslovcy love-fy; likey Like-nefs i fine* 
tine-lyi Time^ time4y^ &c. 

And when the primitive Word ends with (s) }t is 
changed into (i) in the Derivation : as Duty^ duti-ful ; 
craftyy Crafii'nejsi angry ^ Jngri-nefs'y Envyj envi-ous^ 
&€• But (y) IS retained before the Vowel Ch), as 
^<^i^> ^^fiyy^i^i* fnultiply^, multiply 'ing j Envy^ envy-ing-^ 
deny, deny-tngi appfyy apph-ing, &c. 

And when a Word of one or more Syllables ends 
with a (ingle Confonant, and no Dipthbn? goes before 
It, and the Accent lies on the laft SyllaSley then that 
Confonant is always double in the Derivative ; as mayu 
man-tied^ petit pen-nedi fan, fan-ned ijiir^ Jiir^ed\ tin, 
Un-nedy fin^ jin-ned\ Jiop^ Ji^'ping\ dropy drop-ping i 
titn, tutt^nedy &c. 

Of primitive and derivative TVords. 

ALL Words are either primitive or derivative, fim- 
plc or compound. A primitive or fimple Word 
is not formed of any other, as Man^ Good^ /{jpe. Kind, 
&c. A derivative Word 19 a primitive or fimple Word, 
with the Addition of a Syllable or Syllables to the, 
fame; fuch as able, aU ance, ary^ ate, td^ en, er, ejij 
etbfing, ijht i/m, i/i, ize, ie/Sf h* nejh ouu y- 

A compound Word is formed of two or more fimple 
Words; as iVbeeUwrigbt^ Ship-wright, School-mafler\ or 
of a fimple Word and Syllable called a Prepofition» 
fct before it ; as difpleaje^ unfit ^ con^ found, &c. 

Of the Prepofitiens that are ufed in the Compofition of 
Englifh Words, their Signification and Ufe. 

THE Englijh Prepofitions ufed in the Compofition 
of Engltjh Words; are A, beyfor,forey mis, over^ 
it/t, run, up, with^. 



6 A Plain and Compendrous 

A. Signifies as much as on^ or in \ as a-foot, a-Jhort^. 
for on Foot^ on Shore. ^ 

Be, Signifies about^ ViS in he-ffrinkUy that is, to fprin'^ 
kle nhouty to he-ftir^ i e. to flir about. 

Far. Denies, or deprives, 7l% forlidt i. e» bl^ it not to 
he done \ forfake^ i. e. not to feek it any more. 

Fore, Sionifies as much as before^ as io forefeet k e. t^ 
fei it before it comes to pafi j to fore-boda^ i« e. to tell be^ 
fore it happens. 

Mis. Is always ufed in a bad Senfe, and denotes De- 
fect of Error ; as, Mif-deed^ i. ^, an ill Deed^ ic mij^ 
take^ that is, to take it wrong \ to mif-uftf that iSj to ufg 
ill, 

Over. Signifies Superiority, as to overccme» to over" 
rule. Sic, 

Out, Signifies alfo Superiority or Excellency in any 
Thing, as, to out do^ to out-run, to out-go, &c. 

Un, Denotes Negation, and. fignifies notf as un^plea-. 
Janty that is, not plea/ant', un^wttrthy^ that is, not wor- 
thy^ &c. 

Up, Always denotes Motion upwards, as Up-land^ 
that is, the Land that is ki^^h in ReJpeSi of fome other 
Land: Upjidij that is, tJye Side that is highefl, 

With, Signifies againfty as with/land^ that is, tojland 
againfty it K)meti<nes fignifies as much d^s^ from or back^ 
as to with 'hold, that is, to hold from one; to withdraWf 
that is, to draw from or back, &c. 

The following are Latin Prepofitions ufed in the 
Compofition of the EngliQi Words, viz. Jb or abs, ad,, 
ante, circumy con from cum, contra, de, dis, di, e or ex, 
enter, extra, in, inter, intro, ob, per, poji, pre, fro,, prefer, 
re, retro, fe, fub, fuhter, fuper, trans. 

Ab, or abs. Signifies yr^w, and denotes Separation 
or parting, as to abjlain, to a-bolijh, to ab dicate. Sec, 
. jfd^ Signifies to or at, as Advocate, Adverb, Advent,^ 
adjffcent, &c. 

Ante. Signifies before, as Ante-cedent, that is, the fore- 
going IVord, to ante-date, that is, to date it before, cic, 

Circum. Signifies about, as Circum-locution, that is, a 
round about Way of Speaking ; Circum^vallation, that is, 
e Ditching about, &c. 

Con, from cum. Signifies with or together,, as Cori-» 

vocation^ 
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Vocaihn^ i. e. a calling $r meeting together ; Cottoqityy i. e. 
a talking with or together* 

Contra^ Denotes ppppfition and Contrarit}', and fig- 
m^QS again/} y as to cir^rad^^y i. e. to gainfayy or fpeafr 
agatnji^ or (ontra^-y to a Perfan^ &c. 

De. Signifies a Kind of Motion from, as defile^ that 
\% a fiSng off ox froni't to decamps that is, to move the 
Camp off 01 from^ &c. ^ - 

Dii ; Signifies Difference, Separation or Diverfiry, 
and every where gives ^ Signification contrary to the 
Word^ it is compbui^d^d with ; as dif^agree, that is, 
mt to 'agree I disbelieve', that is, not to believe \ Dif- 
advantasei that is, n^ 'Advantage, &c» 

Di. nas hardly any other \J(t than the extending 
or ftretching "out the Senfe of the Word it is com- 
pounded with ; as, to dtteSit to dlminijh, 5cc. 

Ey OX ex* Signifies out, zs E-vent^ that is, the Falling 
out ; ti e-je^lf that i^ tO; cq/i out ; to ex-dude^ that is» 
toJhutout\ to extinguijbi that is, to put out ^ &c. 

Emir. Coaies from tlie French entre^ and that from 
the Latin /Wr, that is Af/w^/;?. , 

Extra, Signifies beyond^ over and ahove^ as ixtra-vA^ 
gant^ that is beyond Bounds i Extra-ordinary^ that is, 
beyond what is ordinary, &c. 

Inter. Signifies between, as to inver-vene^ that is, to 
come between ; Inver-vpl,. that . is, the Space between* 

Intro* Signifies within$ as to introduce^ that is, to 
lead, or brings into^ kc. 

Ob. Slgnihcs againft^ as Objlacle, that is, whatjlands 
in the tVav or againft^ &c.- 

Per. Signifies through, and denotes Excellency or 
Excefs; 2.% p'er-fe£i, that is, thoroughly done *, per-forate^ 
that is, to pierce through^ &c. 

• Po/h. Signifies aftert as Poft-fcript, that \Sy written 
after] a poft-humnus JVork, that is, a Work pubttjhed 
after the Author* s Death. "■ , ' 

Pre. Signifies before^ a? to pre-meditate, that is, to think 
of OT meditate before^ &c» 

Pro, Signifies^ir or forth ; but it has alfo a great 
nnany other Senfes, as to frofef, prote^, pronounce^ ice. 
Prefer. Signifies against as preternatural^ that is, a^ 
gainji Nature. 

B 4. Re* ^\5gCN>^'^'^ 
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Ri. Signifies agattty and generally implies a repeated 
Aflion ; as to rt-feaU that is, to fay over again ; to r^- 
lapfit that is, to fall ill again '^ to n-tum^ that is, to 
€omi agairif &c« 

Retro. Backwards, as ntro^grade MotioHy that is, a 
Going backward* 

Si. S\gn\^s ^witbout^ zsftHirt^ that is, without Care^ 

ice. 

Sub, Signifies undir^ as to fub/cribe, that is, to writo 
under : to fub^fira^^ that is, to draw under^ &c. 

Sutter. Signifies under, as fubter-fluous, that is, flow* 
ing under^ &c. 

Super. Signifies upont over or above^ as Super fcriptiottp 
that is, the writing upon a Letter \ fuperfluous^ that is, 
over and above what it might he. 

Trans. Signifies over or beyond^ as to tranT-port^ that is» 
$0 carry overi to tranf-grefsj that is, to go beyond: And it 
iignifics in a great many Words, the moving from on^ 
rUce to another, as to tranf plants to tranfpojia Tranf* 
migration, &C In other Words it denotes the changing 
orone^'Wng into another, as to tram^form^ to trenif-figure^ 
Tranfub/iatttiationy &c. 

There are feveral Greek Prepofitions ufed in the 
Compoficion of £nglt(h Words, as A, amphi^ anti, 
kyper, hypometa, periy fyn* 

A. Signifies ;70/, zs Aacnymous, that is, without ornoi 
having a Name ; Anarchy, that is, ivithiut Government. 

Ampbi, Signifies on every Side. 

Ami. Signifies again/f, as Anti-Chrifl, that is, one 
who is in Oppojition to or againfl Cbrifi j Anta-goni/i, that 
is, one who ts again/I you. 

Hyper* Signifies over and above. 

liypo. Signifies under. 

Meta. Signifies the fame as tran%<^ that is, beyond; 
or elfe denotes the changing one Thing into another j a^ 
Metaphor ; Meta'morphofis, that is, Transformation. 

Peri. Signifies about. 

Syn. Signifies with or together, as Synod, that is, a 
Convocation or Meeting together; Syntax, that is. Con* 
Jhru£iion, or the right placing of Words together in SeH--' 
iences. 

N. B. The Prejpofition con has often (n) left outp 

as 
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as ed'Hernal for 'cpn-etirnal; and (ometimes the C^J is 
changed into ^/>), Ck/^iopfj^ for Con-lcfuj. 

Further Rulei fir trtu SpeUiMg^ in tvblc6 ohfir*oe there are 
fame Letters that muft be nnrote in JV^rds^ accwding to the 
right Spellings and yet are net pronounced in Speaking. 

Rule I. ^TT^HERE are fcveral Letters in Words 
X which are not pronounced, and yet muft 
be wrote, becaufe moft of thefe Words are or foreign 
Derivation: As, i. a is written but not pronounced, 
in Pharaoh, Marriage, Parliaments 2. f is written 
but not pronounced, in £*uii. Devil, Venifon, Sa^ 
lijbnry. 3. is written, but not pronounced, in Nicho- 
las, Carrion, Chariot. 4. « is written, but not pro- 
.nounced, in intituled. Guilds Guile, Guide, Guefi^ di/- 
guiyif guard. Guardian^ Plague, League, Catalogue^ 
Decalogue, Synagogue, Epilogue^ &c* c. t is written* 
but not pronounced, in Debter, doutt^ dumb. Plumb, 
Lamb, Thumb, Comb, Womb, Tomb, Bomb^ 6. c is 
written,- but not pronounced, in Viauals, Indi^ment, 
perfeS, Schifm. 7. d is wr-itten, but not pronounced ». 
in Wednif^ay, 8. g is written, but not pronounced, in 
deign, reign, feign, foreign, fign. Sovereign, aj^gn, d^^ 
fign, rejign, conjign, Enfign, Campaign^ &c. 9. h is 
written, but not pronounced, in Henour, Hour, H^rb^ 
Heir, boneft. Humour, Hoft, jifihma, Jahn, Thomas, 
Scholar, School, Scholaftic, Scheme^ Gherkins^ Ghoft, Rhodes, 
Rhine^ Rhone, Rhapfo4y% Rbeum^ rheumatic, Rheumu" 
tifm, exhauft, exhort, Rhadamanthus, Rhetoric, Rbeto^ 
rician, rhetorical, ' rhetor icate, Rbetoriaur, Rbetoricaiions ^ 
Rhinoceros, Rhubarb^ Phyptics, Rhyparographer, Sepul^ 
ehre^ Chara&er, Cbemfiry Chermft, Chemical, Chryfof* 
torn, Chryfom, Chronology, Chronologies, chronological^ 
ChronoUgift, Chronohger^ Chronogram^ Chronicles, chro» 
nicaly Chromaticks, Chromatifm, Cream, Chrillopkery 
Chrift, Chrijlian, Chrifimas, Chriftianity, Cbrijiiani/m, 
Chrifiendom, Chimera, Chimerical, Chirwgeon, Chiruf^ 
gery. Chaos, Catarrh^ Catechifm, Catechize, Cattchifi^ 
and others of Greek Origin ; as alfo at the End 
of all Hebrew Words^ as Jeremiah, Uexekiah, Nehe- 
ffuah, [icQt 10. / is written, but not pronounced^ itx 
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Bri^Qly Lincoln, Hol6ome. ii. n is written, but not 
pronounced, in the Words, Autumn^ Columny condemn, 
HytnUy damn^ contemn^ folemn^ Miln^ Ktln. 12. p is 
written, but not pronounced, in FJalmy Rueift; Symp^ 
tom^ Sumptuous, 13. p (bould not be wrote in thefe 
Words, Redemption, AJfumption^ Pre/umptiant there be- 
ing no fuch Letter in the Original, and therefore, it is 
to be wondered how it came to be firft put in. The 
Word Accompt is read Account. 1 4.. / is written, but 
not pronounced, in IJIe, IJkndy Lfjie, Carlijle^ Fifcount. 

Rule 2. AH Words (hould be fpelt according to 
their Original ; as complete^ replete^ extreme^ not com- 
pleatj &c. Reflexion^ Connexion, Dffluxion, Complexiouj^ 

InJUxion^ not Refie&ion, &c. 

i 

^ Rule 3. All Words that end wit4i the Sound of the 
Half Vowel (l)^^ though they might feem to be cx- 
prefled by (I), yet they are always to be marked with 
(lc)% as damnable^ ftumble^ humble^ accept able. Pickle^ 
fickle^ idle J bridle^ A^ffl^^ i^^ffi'y bogle^ ogle^ in^veigle^ 
wnple, trample, LttUy bottle, &c. not damnabil, flumbil^ 
&c. Except from this Rule, Enjil, Devily until, inftil^ 
Council, An<vil, Peril, fulfil^ 

Rule 4. All Words which end with the hard Sound of 
(g)^ have always (u) marked after it: as Hague, Plague, 
Rocrue, League, Vogue^ Prague^ Colleague, Catalogue^ Dc' . 
caloguCy Prologue^ Fatigue, Synagogue^ &c. Except a 
few Monofyllables, as d':g^ Dogy dug. Bag, beg, big 
boTy Bug, Wig. Pig, Twigy Plug, bag, hogy bug, drug,^ 
Stagy Wag, Fr^g, tug. Mug: All which are ealily dif- 
tinguiQied ; as are alfo thefe Words which end with, 
the ringine Sound of ang, ing, ong^ ung;, though (gj 
at the End 'of fuch Words is not hard, for we pro- 
nounce accorditt, affirmin, for according, affirming ; fo^^ 
dnncin, playin, fingin, figbtin, for dancings &c. But 

although Tongue and Harangue, end with a ringing 
Sound, they have (ue) after (g)* 

Rule 5, When the Found of fj) or Mt (g) comes 
at the End of a Word, It 1% always cxpreUed by (g) 

or 
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or f^gi) as Pagej rage. Baggage, Knoiuledgi, FUdge> 
ff'tdgi, Hedge^ Hq. though the (d) in Fledge, &c. i^^ 
iuperfluous, and feems to have been put in-to{hortcn 
Hie Sound. 

^ 'Rule 6. Thefe Words marked with (que) at the 

End, as Barque^ Pique, antique^ publique, oblique, Re-' 
lique, is the French Way of Writingi who uCc (quj 
becaufe they have not (J^J ; but the Genius of our 
Language requires them to be marked with (ckj if Mo- 
nofyllablcs, as BarJ^, pick, and with (c) only, if 
more, than one Syllable, as antic^ Republic^ public. Sec, 
AT is a very ufelefs and fuperfluous Letter after (cj 
and (hould not be wrote at the End of Words exceed- 
ing one Syllable. ("cJ being always hard when it ends 
either a Syllable or Word ; as Arithtketic, Logicy Ma- 
tbematicsy Frederic^ Fhyjtc,^ /cholaftic, prophetic^ rujllc^ 
Mufie, &c. 

« 

Ruk 7. The Letter (I) is always doubled at the End 
of Monofyllables as Ball, BAl, Bill, Boll, Bull, fell,, 
tell, nvelL &c. But if a Dipthong goes before it, it 
is not doubled, as Soul, feely fool^ 6ic. Nor is it ever 
doubled in Words of more than one Syllable, 2l% faith* 
ful^ fulfil, plentiful^ excd, icc* 

Rule 8. When a Word of the fmgular Number 
ends with fyj, it is changed into CiejJ in the plural ; 
as Sij, Skies j Cry, Cries ; Ly, Lies ; Py, Pies ; He* 
refy, Herefies ; Cherry ^ Cberrits ; Entry ^ Entties ; City, 
Cities y ice* and not Skys, Crys^ Citys.} 

Rule 9. When Words of the Angular Number end 
in CfJ or (fej the (f) or (/ej are changed into 
(vesj in the plural Number; as Calf^ Cal^ves ; Half, 
Halves*, Knife, Knives; Leaf, Lea'ves \ Shelf, Shel'ves;. 
Self, Selves i Thief^ nieves \ Wife^ Wives; Wolf^ 
Wolves \ except Hoof, Roc f. Grief, ^Dvsarf Mifchief, 
Handkerchiefs Reliefs are Words, whi^h end with (f) 
whofe Plurals are made by adding only (s) to the 
Sin;^ular; as Hoof Hoofs-, Roof, Roofs; Griefs Griefs; 
Muf. Muffs; Ruff, Ruffs, &c. But Staff, although 
it ends with {ff) makci Staves in the Plural 
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Ruli lo. All Words which end with the Sound of 
mtet^ tnce^ ina^ mKe, though they might fecm to -be 
wrote with fnfij yet are always to be wrote fnc/ji as 
Countinancej Mundance^ Defetue^ Juiitna^ Pripct^ r0«- 
mince^ trounce^ Dunces &C. Except only Senfif denfe^ 
di/p€nfi^ immi^fe^ itUtn/e^ propfnfi, incen/u 

Rnk IK . The Sound of (fi) at the End of Words 
h always marked (cy) as Advirtmcyi, Comtingenty^ Demo^ 
fraif, Dilicacy^ De/pondemy^ ExcMincy, Exigency, Ohfti'* 
naq, &c* Except from this Rule Controwfy, Jpof- 
ta/y, Qbvrtify, Tbejy, ^Pal/y^ Giffey. EpiUp/y. Htr$/y. 
hypocTifjt Jealeu/y, to propb^y^ though the Noun is 
written Prophecy. 

Rule 12. The Sound of (JbknJ^ after the Vowels* 
m, e, /, 09 tf, and the .Confonants^ c, p^ r, is writter^ 
tiowt as Oration, Petition, De*uotion, Difoiutiony InJtrnC' 
Hon, Suh/cription, Extortion, &c« But after any dther 
ConfonanC it is marked -^a, except Contenfiom^ Ap4w»- 
tion. Attention, Dijfeniion, InitnHmt^ and Conde/centiA* 

fiut when to write ti and i€is one of the diffi^ultefl 
Tafks to lay down a Rule fdn Nothing but diligent 
Obfervation of tl)e above Rule'iand Practice can femove 
it : For moft ^i^ords ehdjns in //wr and^^^v, are Latin 
Verbals, and are formedjbftheiiifl Supine, which* if 
it ends in tum^ t~hen #e yifiA^iit if m/ttm^ theny?. 

Obferve farther, that the- Idng and ibort Sounds of 
the Vowels are marked with their fimple Charadlers, 
«, e, /', oi Mf in all the additional .Beginnings and 
Endings 5 but that thefiy fingle Vowels never end 
Words with their fimple nor naked Charader, a, e^ 
i, Op u. As ' ; 

I. J never ends an EngliJ^ Word ; for when a Word 
ehd$ with its long Sound^ k is exprefied by ay, as 
Day, may, fay, Dehy, &c. And Jf ft Word ends with 
its broad t>«und> it is marked with anv, as faw, la*iMp 
draw, &c, 

9. E is never founded at the End of an EngUjb 
Word except in the Articfe /i*#^ which is written 

with 
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with a fin^e (e) to diftinguiCh it from the Pmnoiin 
(thee) ; for when its Soand comes at the End of a 
Word» it 19 al\yay§ exprefled by ea^ as Sea^ PUa^ lea^ 
&c*,or by rr, Ti^frety Tree, agree f CsTr. 

3I I ends no Eng|i(h Word, without (e) after it, as 
htAtf Herefut ^c. ndt hufii Htrefiy &c» But all fuch 
Wotds arc better fp^U:.with (y), thus bufy, Herejy^ &c, 

4. O never ends an£ngli{h Word, except thefe few^ 
go J b, Jbf to 9 nOf two^j who^ ^o, do, undo, whofof alfo^ 
the Sound of (oj at. the End of Words being generally^- 
exprjciTed by ow^ as hi^^ follow^ Mow, SnoWy ice. ex4 
cept^n Poe^ Toe, Doe^.j^e, Sloe. 

5.; No En^Ii(h Word onrf^s ^jth (uj^ except, tbouyyoUy ' 
lUu, and adteu; the Souhd^.of (uj being generally ex«* 
prefi^d hy.^owy or uo^ as Nephew^ few, dew, &c. Agut, 
tru§i jfvonue, &c. 2^^ s(^ ai Vo^rel, ends Words for iei 
as iQvHerefie, bufie^ &c; jvvrite Herefy, iufi, 

___- • '1 . • 

No £ngli(h Word ehJa with (^a) ; for when a^ Word 
ends whh this long Sounjd, it is exprefled by ay, as may^ 
fay, diUty, &c. But if ^ Woiti ends with the broad 
Sound of (a), it is always exprefled by aw, zs faw. 
Law, dnaw, &c. And To th^ Q«ieftion may be re«- 
peated's^ter the fame- Mantfer with Refpe£i: to the reft 
of the Voweb. 

Of Dipthongs. 

TH E Dipthongs at, ot, ui, au, <», ou, obferve arc 
never wrote*at the £nd of Words. As 

J. Ay is always wrote dt the end of Words for ^*; 
as Day, pay. Delay >^ Sec. 



.} ' 



2. £yjs always wrdt«;at the End of Words for «V 
as Whey, grey, they, &c» ' 

• ■ . • * . - ' - 

3, Oy is always wrote for. w, as Bay, Toy, Tray, Joy^ 
&c. 

4* Xfy is afWay ^ :(f rote for «4 as buy, guy, &c. - ^ 
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5. jfw is alwaj'S wrote for au, ^s /aw, gnaw, with' 
Jraw, &c. 

6. Ew for euy as Z)^z(;, ^^w> «^w^ i^new^ &c. 

7. Ow, for ou, as iw^w, how y flow ^ hlow^ &c. 

Now as for the Confonants, their Sounds may be feid 
to be invariable in all Words, except (c) and (g)' which 
are treated of already. All to be obferved is, that when 
the Strcfs of the Pronunciation lies on the Confonants h^ 
tf, i'i /i g^ /, w, w, />, r,yi /, z, that they are always to be 
doubled^ as Scabbard^ where the Strefs lies upon the 
(b) : So likewife commit, wheVe the Strefs of the Voice 
lies upon fmj. But another Way to know when thefe 
Confonants ihduld be doubled is to obferve if the 
Vowel be (hort before it, and if fo, then it muft be 
doubled ; as in Scabbard^ where the (a) before (bj is 
ihort; and in commity^whcr^ {oj is (hort before fmj : 
For if I hear the Sound of the Vowel be too long, then 
1 put In but one Confonant. • And this is a general 
Rule, that a Vo.wel befor6 two Confonants is (hort. 

And now I think by the ab^% Rules, any Difficulty 
in fpelling the Generality of Words that has occurred 
to me, is removed ; for the Scholar being truly taught 
the vs^rioQS- Sounds of V^els and Confonants, both 
iingle; an^^uble, nothing being a greater Help to true 
Spelling, will not fail b^ J^i^uunciation of any Num- 
ber of liCtters to the Ear, to give their proper Cha- 
raders in Writing. 

Of Stops or Points^ and Marks or Notes, 



•. • « 



AS in Speech or Difcourfe there are often fevetal 
Motions made by different Parts of the Bod;-, in 
6rder to excite Attention, and tranfmit a more clear and 
perfedt Idea to the Hearer, of the Meaning and Inten- 
tion, of the Speaker : So Writing being the very Image of 
Speech, there are feveral Points or Marks made Ufe of in 
it not only to mark the Diftance of Time in pronouncing, 
but alfo to prevent any ConfM^on or Obfcuiity in tiic 
Senfe of the Writer, whereby it may the more readily 
be diftinguiflied and comptrehended by the Reader. 

There 
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There are four Points or Stops confidered as Intervals 
in Reading, viz. Commas Semicolon^ Colon ^ Periody or 
Full Point. 

The Comma^ marked thus, (^ , >^ is the (horteft Paufe, 
and diftingui&es the conjundt Members- of Sentences; 
fts, O ftng unto the Lordy^ for he umtrcifuly, long fufferinz% 
Jloivjo Wrathy abounding in Goadnefs and Truth. It alto 
diftingurfties Npons^^^ Verbs, and Adverbs; as, The. 
Enemy fought with GunSt Swordsy Spears, &c. That 
Rogue JwearSf lies, Jleah^ &c. Joiner or later he mujl be 
hanged* 

A Semicolon^ marked thus ( ; ) is a Paufe fomewhat 
longer than a Comma. This Point ought to be made ia 
the Subdivifion of the Members of a Sentence ; yfs ehe 
Shadow moves, and we do not perceive it 'y or, as the Tree 
grows^y and we do not appnb^fhNi ; Jo Mdn, fcc. It is 
alfo uiedin diftinguiOiinjg NouHs of a contrary Signifi- 
cation ; as. Things public^ Things private^ Things facred 
. andprophane* 

A Colony marked thus (,: ) is^ufed when the Senfe is 
perfedt, but the Senten*ce not ended 5 as, If the Enemy 
advances, hcommandyou ts give Battle : If not y march ftrmt 
to the City, It is generally bfed before a cooiiparative 
Conjanv^tion in a Similitude r and alfo.if the Period runs 
out pretty long. ,^ -' 

A Period, marked thus ( . ) \s the greatefl: Paufe; 
and is ovade when the Sentence is completely ende^i ; 
as Learning makes Life jweety and produces PUaJure% 
Tranquility, Glory, andPraife. ^ 

An Erotefis, or Point of Interrogation, marked thus.(?) 
is made when a Queftion is afked ; as. Does he Ji ill con: 
tinue obftinate? IVtll he never repent? 

Ecf hone/is, or Point of Exelamitiony. Admiration, Of 
Wonder y marked thus (!) is a Dire6tion for raifing the 
Xone or Voice upon fome vehement Pailion being 1^ 
4)refi*ed ; as, O that Villain ! wretched Man I 

Ttic 
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The Marks and Notes to.be met with in Reading are,^ 

1. An Apoftrofhe^ marked thus ('), ufed to abbreviate 
or (bortcn a Word. 

2. A Carit^ thus (a) placed Where feme Word is left 
out in Writing and put over it. This is alfo called a 
Circumflex, when placed over fonic Vowel of a Word 
to denote a long Syllable \ as, Ewpbr&tei. 

3. An Hyphen^ thus (-) ufed in joining the Syllables 
of ^ Words and compound Words together. 

4. An JUint thus (a) being placed over a Vowel, 
notes that the Tone or Strefs^of the Voice in pronounc-^ 
ing is upon that Syllable. 

5. Breve^ ^u) is a crooked Mark over a Vowel, 
and denotes tnat it is founded quick. 

6. Diarefis^ thus (") is two Points placed over two^ 
Vowels that would . otherwife make a Dipthong, and 
parts them into two Syllables. 

7. Parenthefis^ thus, ( ) ferve to illuftrate a Sentence,, 
:md may be left out, and yet the Senfe remain perfedl* 

8. A Paragraph, thus (^) placed at the Beginning 
of a new Diicourfe, and denotes what is contained in 
a Sentence or Period. 

9. A ^otationj thus ( *' ) to fienify the Words f(J 
marked are tranfcribed from the Writings of another 
in his own Words. 

10. An Thdex^ thus, (t3^) ferves to point out fbme- 
thing remarkable, m 

II* ASe^ioffj thus (^) is the Divifion of a Difcotlirret^ 
or Chapter, into lefl'er Parts or Portions. 

*fi2. An jffterifm^ thus (♦), an ObeUJk { t)» and 
Parallels ( I ), with Letters of -the Alphabet, Figures, 
i^c* refer to the Mar^n or Bottom of the Page. 
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Of Capitab^ w great Letttru 

f.T ET proger Names of Perfons, Places, Seas» 
1 J Riversy Ships, Winds, Months, &fr. be difiin- 
guiihed by beginning with Capital Letters. 

2. It is become cuftomary to begin any Subftantive 
in a Sentence with a Capital, if it bears fome confider* 
able Strefs of the Author's Senfe upon it, to make it 
the more remarkable, 

3. Let the firft Word of every Epiftle, Book, Note, 
V\xk^ Bill» &c. begin with a dapital. 

4. If any notable Saying, or Paflage of an Author* 
be quoted in bis own Words, it begins with a Capital* 
though it be not immediately after a Full Stop. 

5. Write not a Capital in the Middle of a Word 
among fmall Letters, except in Anagrams. 

6. Sometimes Capitals are ufed in whole Words and 
Sentences, when fomething; extraordinary ^reat is cx- 
preffed ; as, rHE LORD OUR RIGHTEOVSNESS. 
BABYLON IS FALLEN. 

Of Etymology 9 

ETYMOLOGY, as before obferved, treats of th« 
Kinds of Words, alfo thdr Derivation, Change, 
Analogy, or Likenefs to one another. 

Of the eight Parts of Speech. 

TJVERY Word being conddered as a Part of out 
JCy Speech or Difcourfe, we reckon up eight Sorts of 
Words of a different Nature, which we call eight Parts 
of Speech. Their Names are, Nouriy Pronoun^ f^trb^ 
Participle^ Aiuerh^ Conjunction', Prepofition, Interje^ion. 

Speech is Speaking or Difcourfe. By ei^ht Parts of 
Speech are meant eight Sorts of Words which are ufed 
in Diicourfe. And though there are thoufands of Wordf 
in the £ngli(h Language, yet there are but eight Sorts ; 

* for 
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for every Word we iffe in Speaking, is cither a Noun 
or an Adjed^ive, which is a Word that fignifies the 
C2uality or Manner of a Noun or Pronoun, or a Verb> 
br a Participle, or an Adverb, or a Con>undion, or a 
Prepofition, or an Interje£kion. 

The Parts of Speech are the fame in Engl'fh as irl 
Latin ) and in all other Languages as wdl as Latin : For 
that which is a Noun in Englim, is a Noun in the La-^ 
tin^ Greek, Hebrew, French, &c. Languages. 

0/a Noun. 

A Noun is the Name of a Thing that may be per- 
ceived cither by the Senfc or Underftanding', 
which conveying fome certain Idea .or Image, to the 
Mind, they want not the Help of any ofher Word to 
piake us ijriderftand them ; and it is either Subflantive 
or AdjeSiye. So that whatever can be heard, fecn» 
fmelt, tailed, felt or underftood, is a Noun. And a 
Noun Sul^Aantive is the Thing itfelf j as a Man^ a 
Boyt a D^' And the Adjediveis a Word that ex- 
preffes-tK^ Qualities or Properties of a Thing; as rich^ 
poarytm/eyfdj^ifi}, greats fmafh &c. For if any one fays, 
J fee a rich ^' I fee a poor^ I Jet a wife^ I fee afooli/h^ in 
fnefe Sayings there is no Senfe, nor do I underftand the 
Meaning of them ; but it requires that a Subftantivc be 
added to each Adje<3ive to make Senfe ; as, I fee a rich 
Marit I fee a poor Boy ^ I fee a wife Dag^ IJeeafoolifb 
Woman* 

Of Numbers.. 

UMBER is the Diftinaion'of one for many. 
^ ^ There are two Numbers, the Singular and the 
Plural: The Angular Number is ufed when we fpeak 
of one (ingle Thing; as, a Boy^ ^ Dog, zTree, The 
plural Number is ufrd when we fpeak of more Things 
than one; as Boys, Dogs^ Trees, The plural Number 
is commonly made by adding (s) to thcfingular; as, 
3oyy Boys, Dog, Dogs, Tree, Trees. But when the An- 
gular Number ends in ch, /h, fs, or x, then the Pronun- 
ciation requires that fes) be added to the Angular ; as 
Cburch, Churches ; Bru^, Brujhes ; JFiinefsy Witnelfes ; 

Boxt 

r 
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BoXi Boxes, But if the fingular Number ends in fe^ 
fe-?, ce^ or in ge, pronounced foft ; then the (sj that is 
^dded cannot be heard in the Sound except it makes 
another entire Syllable; as Horfe in the Singular has but 
one Syllable, Horfes in the Plural two; Breeze ouc^ 
Breez-es two ; Face one, Fa-ces two ; Jge one, ifg-es 
two. Words that end in (f) or (fe) do, for their 
better Sounding, make their plural by changing (f) 
and (/e) into (vesj^ as 



Sin^. 
Thief \ 

mfe> 

Shelf \ 



Plur. 
f Selves 
I Thieves 
makes ^ ^ives 
Shehes 
JVelves 



Sing, Plun 

Calf 1 ^Cahes 

Half I I Halves 

^^\f^ I •vnoV*. J Knives 
Leaf ^ '"^'^" \ Leaves 
Lsaf , I Loaves 

SieBf} i. Sheaves 

The* not alwajs 5 for thefe Words following, with fe- 
veral others, follow the general Rule of (sJ ; as Hoof, 
Hoofs ; Roofs Roofs ; Grief Griefs ; Dwarf Dwarfs 5 fo 
]ikewife mifchief^ Handkerchi^y Relief make their plural 
by adding/jj and alfo Words ending in (ff) as -Wf/^ 
i?#> Cvff, Smff^ Stuff, Puff^ hwtStaj^, although it ends 
in (ff)% itiTkes^taves m the Plural. Some Words make 
their plural by adding en, as. Child, Children ; Brother^ 
Brethren, or Brothers', Man^ Men\ TVoman, TVomen^ 
Ox, Oxen I Chicken is not Plural, for we (3.y Chickens, 
t)ot Chicks i SinguUr Chicken. Some Words form their 
Plural no otherwife than by adding j, es, or en to the 
Singular, and are there irregular; as, 




Plur. 
f Dice 

( Geefe 




makes 




And fome Words are u fed alike in boih Numi 
Deer, Hofe, Sheep, Fern, &c. And fome Words haf^^.W- 
Singular Number, as JJ}}es^ Bowels ^ Bellows, BMikfSj; 
Mntrailsy LungSy Scijfars, Snuffers^ Shanks, Tongs, tVaiiu 
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And many Words have no Plural Number, as the 
Names of Men and Women, Cities, Countries, Mout^ 
tains. Rivers, £^r. The Narfies of Virtues, Vices, Me^ 
tdsy Corns, except Bmnt which makes Beans i and Pea^n 
Ptas, The Names of moft Herbs j and alfo the Words '^ 
jtley Bter^ Breads Butter^ Honey^ Mitk^ with many 
others, want the Plural Number. Note, that the Ad* 
jedives have no Difference of Numbers ; for as we fay 
agooiMan in the Singular, fo we fay good Mm in the 

Plural* 

♦ 

Of tbi Ginitlvi Cafi.^ 

THE Englifli have but one Cafe, that is the Ge- 
nitive, which ends in the Singular and plural in 
(sj or ^rt>; if the Pronunciation requires it ; as ^r^//*i 
Mneidt or thi Mmid of Virgil \ MilUtis Poems ^ ox the 
Poems of Mshon\ Buchanatfs Pfklms^ <ir the Pfdlms ^f 
Buchanan \ Marts Breathy or the Breath of Man \ the 
CburcVs Peacey or the Peace of the Church. 

^ ^,. Of Gender. • 

THE EngUfl) properly have no Qej{ders\ and as we 
have one great Advantage above all others, in be^ 
ing freed from the Troubles of Variety of Cafes» by the 
Reafon that the Nouns have no Diverfity of Endings ; 
fo likewife our having no Difference of Genders is an 
Advantage full as great as the former: All Languages,, 
both antient and modern, admitting of Difference in 
Gender in their Nouns, except the Engliih and Chi- 
nefe Languages. 

B^ Gender is meant the Diflindion of Sex, or the 
Difrerence between Male and Female. We have four 
Ways of diflinguifliing two Genders of the Male and 
Female Sex. i. When we would exprefs the Diffe* 
rence of Sex, we do it (after the fan^ Manner as we 
diftingui(h the Ages and otb«j: Accidents) by different 
Words. 



> 
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So in Relation of Perfons. 

Mais. 
Batchelor, 
Boar, 
Boy, 

Bridegroooi) 
Brother, 
Buck, 
Bull, . 
Bullock, 
Cock, 
Dog, 
Drake 
Drone, 
Father, 
Friar, 
Gander, 
Horfe, 
Hufband, 

2. But when there are not two different Words t€> 
exprefs both Sexes, or when both Sexes are compre- 
hended under one Word, then we add another Word 
to it to dii^inguifli the Sex ; as, a Male Childj a Femak 
ChilJj a He Goat for the Male, a She Goat for the Fe* 
male, 

3. We fometimes add another Subftantive to the 
Word to diftinguUh the Sex; as, a Man Servan(y a 
Alatd Servant J a. Cod Sparrow^ a Hen Sparrow. 

' 4. There are likewife fcveral Words which diftin- 
guifh the Female from the Male Sex by ending (ejO j as 



Femedi. 


Mali. 


Female. 


Maid, Virgin. 


King 


Queen. 


Sow. 


Lad, 


Lafs. 


Girl. 


Lord, 


Lady. 


Bride. 


Man, 


Woman. 


Sifter. 


Mafter, 


Dame. 


Doe. 


Malter, 


Spawner. 


Cow. 


Nephew, 


Niece. 


Heifer. 


Ram, 


Ewe. 


Hen. 


Sloven, 


Slut. # 


Bitch. . 


Son, 


Daughter 
Hind. 


Duck. 


Stag, 


Bee. 


Uncle, 


Aunt. 


Mother 


Widower, 


Widowr 


Nun. 


Wizzard, 


Witch. 


Goofe. 


^ Whoremon- 


• Whore, or 


Mare. 


ger 


Strumpet. 


Wife. 




ft 



Male. Female. 

Abbot, Abbcfs. 

A6tor, . A<9rcfs. 

Adulterer, Adultrefs. 

AmbafTador, AmbafTadrefs* 

Baron, Baronefs. 



Male 
Heir, * 
Hunter, 
Tew, 
Lion, 
I Marquis, 



Governor, Goyernefs. | Mailer, 



Female. 
Heirefs. 
Huntrefs. 

iewefs. 
iionefs. 
Marchionefs. 
Miftrefs. 



Male. 
Patron, 
Count, 
Deacon, 
Duke* 
Ele£lor, 
Emperor^ 
Prince, 



A Plain and Compendious 



Female. 
Patronefs. 
Countefs. 
Deaconefs. 
Dutchefs. 
Eledrefs. 
Emprefs. 
Princefs, 



4' 

Mali^ 
Prior, 
Poet, 
Proprh%t, 
Shepherd, 
Tutor, . 
V ifcount, 



Femalu 
Priorefs. * 
Poetefs. 
Prophctefs. 
Shepherde(s« 
Tutrefs.' 
Vifcountefs^ 



There are two Words \\(ix)^ Admimflrator^ Jdmi* 
nijiratrixy Executor, Executrix, Note, that the com- 
mon an^i ordinary Words wp ufe to exprefs the Y)\^» 
f^ence of Sex by, are He and She. W hen we fpealc 
or tbc Male Sex, we ufe the Word He\ and when we 
fpeak of ti^tjFemale Sex, we ufe the Word Shei But 
when we (p6ak of a Thing that is neither of the Male 
nor Female Sex without Life, we ufe the Woxi.it. 

Of the yfrticles^ 

AN Article is a Word or'SyllabTefet before a Sub- 
ftantive, for the more particular exprelfing of it ; 
as a Booiy that is fame Book or other \ the M^n^ that is, 
Jome certain Man jpokert of before., There are only two 
Articles in the Englifh Language, (<i) and (the) and 
thefe are really Adjed^ives, and are ufed almoft m the 
fame Mander as other Adjed^ives. (a) is wrote before* 
a Word beginning with aCQnfonant; but when the 
Subftantive begins with a Vowel, or (h) ; if the (h) 
be not founded, then we vvrlte (an) inflcad o^^(a) ; 
as, an jtfs^ an Eye., an Hour, an Ho/i^ an Heir ; but a 
Hare^ a Hand^ Sic, becaufe the (h) is founcleJ. jf 
is an Article of Number, and (igniBes as much as one 
and is put for it; as, a Man; i. e. one Man\ an 
Hour^ i. ft one Hour: Or (an) denotes or fignifies 
the applying a general Word to fome one particular 
Perfon or Thing, in a large Senfe, not telling what 

:^..»„- D^-A T-u: ^g IdUnefs is a 

fore ( 



r particular Perfon or Thing you mean ; 
Shame \jDiligence is a Praije: And it 

I I \Cli 11/ I fit*?- 1 "Kl 



,. o ^ - is therefore fet 

only l?efbr£ Words of the Singular Number, (the) is 
a deovonftrative Article j becaule it (hews what parti- 
cular Perfon ot Thing you mean in Speaking or Writ- 
ing 
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?ng. ("tbij is wrote before the fingular and plural Num- 
ber j as- the Man^ the Men^ the Ajs^ the kjfes^ Note, 
iTiat the Articles are not wrote before the proper ' 
Name« of Men, Wortren, Kins:doms, Cities, nor the 
particular Name of Virtues, Vices, Mietals, Coins, 
Herbs, except for Diftin£tion's Sake : as he is a Sey- 
rnour^ or he is a Sydney ; i. e« one whoje Name is S.^ymouVt 
or Sidney. Proper Names of Ships, Rivers, &c. have 
Oe^iuently the Article (tb4l before them, when fome 
Subltantive is under ftoo*^*; al, the Rhine^ the Clyde^ the 
Thames^ the Terrible \ i. e. the Ship called Terr ibie. He 
was drowned in the ThamtSt in the Rhine \ i. c. in thc^ 
River Thames^ in the River Rhine. 

Of the Com^rifon of AdjeSlives. . 

COMPARISON is the altering the Significa- 
tion of a Word intcTihore or lefs Degrees, where-, 
by we fee that one thing is bright another Itighter^ and 
a third is brighteft. And only Adjectives are compared ; 
they being only cap^k of having their Significations 
encreafed. or diiiiiniflied. There are three Degrees of 
Comparifon j the Pofitive,^ the Comparative, and the 
Superlative, The' Pofitive Degree is the Adjed"ive it- 
felf Cmply^ without any Likened or Comparifon, as/?/?, 
hardf great. The CtMnparative heightens or kflens the 
Pofitive in Signification. ^The Superlative heightens or 
leiTens the Quality to a very high or very low Degree. 
Note^ The Pofitive, prdperiy fpeaking, is no Degree 
of Comparifon; for it doth not compare Things to-, 
gether; however it is ^counted one, becaufe the other 
two are founded upon, and formed from it. The Com* 
parative Degree is formed of the Pofitive, by adding the 
Syllable (er)^ if it ends with. a Confonant, or theXet- 
ter (r) only, if the pofitive ends in (e) \ as, foft.Jofter 
wife^ wijer : And it is likewife known by the Sign 
{more) before the Pofitive, zsfofter^ or moreJoft\ wij't^ 
or more wife. The Superlative Degree is formed of the 
Pofitive, by adding the Syllabic (^J^ if it ends with a 
Confonant, or the Letters (flj, if the Pofitive ends with 
?n M ; as brightefty wifeft. It is likewife known by the 
-Sigos mofl^ very^ or exceeding. 
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more 



, ^ moft* 
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. There are fome Adjectives which are not compared 
according to the foregoing Rules, and therefore irregu- 
lar; as 

Pof. Com. Sttpir. [ Pof. Com. Sepit 
good, better, beft, i;... 

bad or I worft or ? ^^ « 1 ^*^^^^» 
evil, S worfer, 5^^^**- much or 
before, former, firft. | many, ^ 

' Notif That fome Adverbs are alfo compared ; as »^, 

der^ hinder mon 9 beneath, nether , nethermoft\ ojtf oftner^ 
cftneftt &c. All Adjedlives gannot be compared, be- 
caufe their Signification do^ hot admit of Increafe; as, 
all, every y one, any, each, fome, Sec. And it would not be 

' fsood Englifh to fay, wore wifer and moft wifejl \ for we 
ought to fay, wifer ^ or mor^ wift\ wifeft^ or moft wife : 
For more wtfer would fignify as much as nwre more wtfei 
and 177^ wifeft ; as much as moft moft wife. 
^ Fair, fairer, fair eft, are the three Degrees of Compa- 
rifon ; fair is of the Pofitive Degree, becaufe it fignifies 
the Penpn to be Amply fo, without comparing him to 
any other Perfon : For if I fay, Ann is fair ^ that doea 
not gainfay but that Sarah may be as fair ; y^/V/r or 
more fair^ are of the Comparative Degree ; becaufe 
when I make a Comparifon betwecA Ann and Sarah, 
I find that Ann is fair, but that Sarah isfairer^ or more 
fair\ that is, exceeding Ann in Beauty: Faireji, ox moft 

fair, are of the Supenative ; becaufe when 1 make a 
Comparifon between Ann, Sarah and Mary, I per-* 
ceive that Ann is fair, but that Sarah is fairer or more 
fair, and that Mary isfaireft or mfiftfair of either Anne 
or Sarah ; that is, Aiary exceeds them both in the bigbeft 
Degree of Beauty. 

Of the Derivation of the Parts of Speech, 

ALL Words whatfoever are either primitive or de- 
rivative, fimple or compound. A primitive or 
fimple Word is fuch a^ is not formed of any other; as^ 
Man, good, hope^ kind, ice, A derivative Word is a pri- 
mitive or fimple Word, with the Addition of a Sylla- 
ble or Syllables, to the fame ; fuch as, 

able 



Englilh 

ihlii ^*^t arruahli. I 
tf/; Rerh^ Herbal. I 

once I Perfarmi Perfhrm^ance \ 
ary\ Trtbute, tritwtary. 
atii Fortum, fartu-nati* 
itb; bfOTt hiar-etb. 
ing ; hind^ fpend-ing. 
ijbi FmIj fool'i/h. 

Atbe-ifm. 

Art^tfi. 

cmUize. 
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ifmi Aibetfly 
izii dvily 



eni 
eri 

hi 

nejsi 



bard^ 

give^ 

Count, 

read^ 

Blamtj 

bold, 

coldf 

Fami^ 

Crafty 
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bv»ed. 
hard-on \ 
Giv*er» 
Count-efs* 
read-eft. 
bkmuAefs. 
bold^ly. 
Cold^neft. 
fam^ous. 
craf-ty. ' 



A Compound Word isyformed of two or more fimple 
Words; as Siher-fmith, TVheel-wright, &c. or 6f a fim- 
ple Wordy and a Prepofition fet before it j as, dif-pleafei 
eon-form^ un-fitj ad^apt^ &c. 

We have in the foregoing Chapters treated of the 
Kinds of Words, and have diftributed them into cer- 
tain Ranks and ClafTes, called Parts of Speech : Now 
come we to fpeak of their Derivation, Endings Change^ 
Analogy, or Affinity, or Likenefs to one another. 

Note I. From any Subftantive, or Adje£fcive put for 
a Subftantive» (in the Angular Number) is formed the 
Genitive Cafe by adding (s.) 

Note 2. Subftantives; and fometimes Adjefbives, and 
alfo the other Parts of Speech, become Verbs, the 
Vowel being always founded long, and the Confonant 
ibftened ; as from ffou/e comes to houfe ; from Grafs^ to 

fraze', from Brafi, to braze i from Breath, to breathe^ 
cc. Verbs are derived from Adje6iives by adding r^^Hl 
as from ridj cqmes ridden, from white, whiten j frcml^ 
Jkfli faft^ » frofn black, blacken, &c. 

^ Note 5. That from Verbs are derivtd the aSive Par- 
ticiple, that ends always in ing, and the pailive that ends 
in edox en\ as loving^ loved', giving^ given ; from which 
Verbs, by adding ferj to the prefent Tenfe, comes a 
Subftantiye fienifying the Agent; as from hve, comes 
Lover i Scorn bear, comes the Noun Hearer ; from Play, 
comes Player, &c. and tliefe Sort of Nouos are called 
Verbal Nouns* 
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NtU^. By adding (y) to SubftaativOi are fomiej 
Adjedivn of Plenty ; as from Wtaltb e&tnes the Adje^ 
tnc wealthy; horn Filth zoma filthy y from Latiji come* 
•Jati/vf tic. By addinethc Terminauonyv/to Subflan- 
tives, arcalfo formed Adjedivci denoting Fulnefe ; ai j 
from Jay comes/w/w/; Fruil, fruhful; Htalth^ btalthfid, | 
tic. So alfo by taiinajomt to Su&fhuitives, are formed 
AdjeSives fignifying Fultiefsi as Burdtn, iurtbtnjemtt 
PPhoU, wholijimi, &c. So from -Subftantives come al- ' 
to AdjeStves denoting Likenefsi by adding the End- 
ing^; as from Earth comti tartblji Miap^ manly; Htif 
veil, htavtnlyt ice, 

Nates- 'By adding tbe Termination ^toSubftan- 
tives, arc formed Adjedlivei figntfyine Wtat ; as Care, 
tafehjs ; Wtt; witlijs; Worth, wertht^, &c. Some Ad- 
jeSives, which fignify the Matter out of which any 
Thing k madCf are formed by adding en to the Sub- 
0antive;as Earthy /artheai Sraji, bnnuiti Gtld,geldtni 
jljhi afiifn; Oak^ eakin. Sic. 

Of Wordi harmtutdfrom the Xatin and French. 

WE have ib very many Words derived from the 
Latin (and French) that rimoft all that are not 
■Words of cne Syllable, or that do not come from 
Wordg of one Syllable, arc Latin. Nouns Subfian- 
tives, ai well as Adjedlivcs, do come from the Latin> 
by iome fmaJl Mutation or Cbaiwei as, 

Latin. . . Latin, 

fottrt,! ^h'atura. Infant^ 1 ^ Itifant. 
Vacty I ( Gratia, '.(hnamtnt, | j Ornamentum, 
Hamur, \ g'J Henar. Synad, \ ^\ Syntdui. 
"■■ ingeniam, y ^ ^ Ingtnie/ui, 

irrgenueiu, \ | ing 
Scepter J . 



1#< 



Vice, 

Scene I 
Scbeelt J 

EniUJh. 
Chanty 
Chafiity 
Vnity 
Sobriety 



1 ( Vitium, 
I Scena. 
\,SchBla. 



Latin. 
Charitas 
Chaflitas 
Unitaa 
Sobrictu 



\^Sctptrt. 

French. 
Chqrite | 
Chaflite 
Unit£ 
. £«briete 

Security 
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Security ' Securitas Securite 

Humility Humilitas Humilite 

Liberality Liberalitas Liberalite 



■ Englifh Words ending in (neej or {tyj 
''^ from Latin Words ending in ftia) ; as. 



are derived 



Sn^. ondFr* Latin 
Patience Patientia 
Diligence • Diligentia 
Abundance Abundantia 
Temperance Temperantia 



Eng. and Fr. Latin, 
Impudence Impudentia 
Imprudence Imprudentia 
Clemency Clementia. 



Though the French have derived their Language in 
general from the Latin, and we a^ain from them, as it 
evident by the Analogy in the Spelling; yet we have 
brought into our Tongue many Nouns and Verbs that 
are purely French» and which are not derived from the 
Latin; at. Gar din » Garter ^ BuckltTy to advance^ '^ ^J» 
to piiodf &c. which come from the French Jardian^ 
Jartiergy Bouclier^ advancer^ crier, pleader^ &c. 

Of Englijh fPords derived from the Greeks 

OBSERVE that generally all Words that have 
(y) in the Middle, or that hzve feuj or (phj zt 
the Beginning. Middle, or End ; that have fchj pro- 
nounced hard at the Beginning, Middle, or End ; that 
have fthj at the Beginning, Middle, or End; that 
end in.afm, ifm^ ofm, caly ic, orirf, is, gy^ gm, gue, ice, 
jare derived from the Greek. 

EXAMPLES. jy/\ 

r, as tyrannical Phfic, Pbtbific^ Sec. 
Eut as Euchari/i, Eunuch^ Euioj^y^ Pkurifi^ &Ci 
Ph, as Pbiiofothyj Geegrapbf^ Pfoxfiognomyt &c. 
Ch, UBChrenoio^y^ Anarchy, Cbara£feriflic^ &c. 
Th» as Theolo^^ Mathematicksj Optbamic, &c, 
jf/hif ZiPbantafm, Cataplafnit &c. 

mi^'^'&yU^pJm^ CaieM/m, &c. 

Qfm, as Micrecojm^ &c. 

C « Ca^. 
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Calf as ivangilical, EccIefiaftUaly &c« 

Jct as Plafiicj &c. 

/r, as Ellipjisy Sec. 

Gy» as E^moUgyy ice. 

Gm^ z» Mothegm^'iic. 

Gtii, as Epilogutt Synagtgui, Jeo 

1. Englifh Words ending in ^caJJ or (ici)'nov$^ 
wrote (icj are generally derived from Greek Wordji. 
ending m CicsJ *, sa, 

Grai. I Gnek. 

PraSical, 7 ^r^vtW^ I Mathematical, ? mathema- 

Praaice. SP^*''^*"^' I Mathematic, S tikas. 
Emetical, ?^^ikos. |pWemical, ?epcdenu. 
Emetic, ^^"'^"••w. Epidemic, S kos. 

Emphatical, 7 ^^^. ^^;v^^ Enthufiaftical, ?enthufia- 

Emphatic, r'"P'^^^'^*« EnthuO^ftic, S iKkos. 

Mechanical, 5 ^^^^M^^ Pathetical, / Pathet»* 

Mechanic, 5 "'^'*"*'''- Pathetic,' $ kos. 

2. Englifh Words ending in Ciy-J come from the 
Greek Words ending in (gij ; as, 

Greek. I Greek. 

Doxology, Doxologia^ I Apology, Apologia. 
Chronology, Chronologia.. I Etymology* Etymdogia* 
Tautology, Taiitologia. | Genealogy, . Genealogia, 

3. £ngli(h Words ending in (my) are derived from 
reek Words ending in (mtaj ; as. 



Greek 

Greek. 

Phlebotomy, PWebotomia. 

Monogamy, Monogamia, 

Metonomy, Metonomia. 

Mifogamy, Mifogamia. 

Eurhythmy, Eurhythmia. 



Greek. 
Euchymy, Euchymia* 
Phyfiogno- Pbyfiogno- 

my, mia. 

Eunomy, ^Eunomia*. 



4. Enelifh Words ending in (iy) are fonned fronf 
Greek Words ending in (diaj i w» , 
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Grah 

Melody, Melodia. 
Profodyy . Profodlsu 
Pfaffnody^ Pfalmodia* 



Gfiii. 

Rhapfody, Rhapfodia. 
Comedy^ Komodia* 
Tragedy, Tragodia. 



t;* Engliih Words ending in (phyj cotne from 
Greek W ords coding in (pRaJ ; as> 



the 



Philofophy, Philofophia. 

Geography,. Geographia. 

.Coi^ogra- Kofmogra- 
pby, . phia. 

Orthogra^ Orthogra- 
phy, phub 



Chirography, Chirogr aphia* 
Ichnography» IchnograpUa» 
Chorogra- Chorogra- 

phy, phia. 

Auophy,. Atrophia* &c. 



6. Engliflb Wdrda ending in (iug t. e. og). comt 
»in the Greek -Words ending in (ogos)\ as. 



ftom 



%■ '. 



Greet. 



Epilogue, Epilogos* 
Catalogue, Katylogos. 
Prologue^ \ Profogos* 



1 



. Graek.y 
Demagogue, Demagogos* 
Pedagogue* Paijdagogos. 
Apologue, Apologos, 



■ 7. Several Enslifli Words ending in (ifm) 
ed from Greek Words ending in (tjmos) ; . as. 



are form* 



Aphorifin, Aphorifmos, 
Paroxifm, Paroxifmos. 
Anatocifmy Anatokifmos. 



Paralogical, Paralogifmos. 
Syllogilin, SyllogUinos. 
Barbaxtfm, BarbarifmosA 

1 . &C,.' 



8. Englifh Words ending in (is) are taken geilerally 
without any Vai iation from the Greek \ as, ^ 



Metamorphefis, 
£mpha(is, 
Diaphoreiis, 
Metempfychofis, 



Metaphrafis, { MeCafyncrifis, 

Metaptofis, I Metathefis, 

Diaphryxfis, | Metaftafis, 

Diatypofis, 1 Antaiiacla{is,&c, 
C 3 tx^Va^ 
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MxpUnatm •/ €9mmm jfiinviaiiim w C9Mtraffions tf 

^9rdt. 

Neti, A Point, 6r Full Stop, is alurays to be WBtttea 
' after a Word thlis abbreviated. 



AhfW. Anjku'tr 

A. D. AnnQ Domtnif 6r 
ite Tear of our Lord 

Acct. fir Act9MHt 

Abt. ^hut 

Ag. agmnft 

B* A. BtttcMor of Arts 

Bp. Bi/hop 

B. D. Batchehr in DM- 

Bartt Baronet 
Chap. Chapfr. 
D. D. DoSor in t)imnity 
Dr. /)tf<fftfr 

i. e. /V//?, /i^^// 

Empr. Emperor 
Honb. 'Ronburahh 
Kt. Knight 

L. L. D. DoHor of Laws 
M. D. DoaorofFbyfic 

Mr. ilf^^ 



Mrs. , - 

■ Mty. Majefty 
Obj. Ohjiaion 
Qu. l^eftiM 

S. T. P. Prtf/J^r j^, err 

Doff or in Dhfinitf 
Sr. Sir ' ■ ' 

St. ^vlnf 

Sol. S«/jK/lVs 

ye. /A> 
yt. r^iif 

yo»jom s 

yn. /^ 

yr. jrinr 

ym. tiim 

k ami 
. Y\z:'ViMeeti to ^Ofit, ior 
that is to fay 

&c. tt catiPa» and th« 
reft (or what folio ws«) 



But one ought to avoid t&ofc Cohtrai£tibhs bf Wbrdt 
as niuch as |^ffible» uolef^ .it be for one's o^ private 
Ufey ind. where it wt>tiN be' ridicutous to write thern 
in Letttrs at Length ; as, Wr. for and fi forth, or the 
ttfiy Mr. Mafisr^ Mrs. for Mifirtfsy &c. It argues like- 
wife a Difrefpe^ and Slighting to ufe Cbntradions to 

J' our Betters, and is often puzzling to others, except 
1 fucb Cafes as abovementioned. ' 



■• .■» 
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INTRODUCTION. 

CONTAINING 

« 

Some General Directions for writing Letters^ 
and how to addrefs Perfons of Difiin^ion in Wriu 
ing or Difcourfei btc. 

'XX'»!PKTOLARY Writing, by which a gre^t 
^ E ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Commerce oF human Life i$ c^r* 
^ X'^i^d ^o> was efteemed by the Rom^n3 a lii» 
j,,,^^^;Q<[jrf bera! and polite Accomplifliment; ^nd Cice.- 
ro, tnerather of Eloquence and Mafter of Stile^ 
fpeaks with great Pleafure in his Epiftles to Atticus, of 
his Son's Genius iii this Particular, Among them» if: 
was undoubtedly a Part of their Education, and, ii^ 
the Opinion of Mr. Locke, it well deferves a Sjiarf 
in ours, •* The writing Letters (fays this great Ge- 
*• nius) enters fo much into all the Occafions of Life, 
•^ that HO Gentleman can avoid fhewing himfelf in 
*• Compofitions of this Kind. Occurrences will daily 
•• force him to make this Ufe of his Pen, which layp 
*' open his fireedin^^ his Senfe^ and his Abilities, to a 
^' fcverer Examination than any oral Difcourfe/' 

*« It was a fuaint Difference," fays Mf. Howel, in 
f)ne of his Epiftles, ** that the Anc^nts made^tw^xt 
•• a Litter and an Oration \ the one (bould be attired 
•* like a Woman, and the other like a Man : The Orar 
** don is allowed large Side-Robes, as longPtriodi 



^ tannthtju^ Similiej^ Examphs, and other T*arts o? 
■• rhetorical Flouriflies ; but a Letter (hould be {hort 
** coated, and clofely couched : In (hort, we (houl4 
*• write as we foeak ; and that's a true familiar Letter 
••which cxpreffeth-our Meaning the fanje as if wp 
*• were difcourfing with the Partyto whom we wrji^j$^ 
;? in fuccinft and cafy Terms. The Tongue and Pen 



cc 
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^* are both Interpreters of the Mind ; but the Pen the 
** rooft faithful of the two, and as it has all the Ad- 
vantage of Pxemeditationy is not fo apt to err, and 
leave Things behind on a nK>r^ authentic as well as 
" lafting Record." 

When you (it down to write a Letter» remember that 
this Sort of Writing (hould be like Converfation ; ob- 
ferve this, and you will be no more at a Lofs to write, 
than vou will be to fpeak to the.Perfon were he prefent ; 
and this is Nature without Affedation, which, gene- 
rally fpeaking, always pleafes. As to Subje£ls, you 
are allowed in writing Letters the utmoft Liberty ; 
^hatfoever has been done, or feen, or heard, or thought 
•ff your own Obfervations on what you know, your 
Enquiries about what you do not know, th\7/W, the 
Placet the Weaihery every Tiding about you flands rea- 
dy for a Subje£l ; and the more Variety you ^intermix', 
fb as not rudely thrown toother, the better. Set Dlf. 
courfes require a Dignity or Formality^ of Sdle,. fuit. 
able to the Subject; whereas'jbetter-writingreje^s all 
Ponip of Words, and is ipoft::agreeabIe when moft fa- 
miliar. But though lofty PbrnCs are here improper, 
the Stile ihould not be low Andr mean;. and to avoid 
k» let an eafy Complaifance, an open Sincerity, and 
unafFeded Good-nature apfic^p: in all you. fay, for a 
fine Letter does not confift in faying fine Things, but 
in exprefSng ordinary ones with Elegance and Propri- 
ety ; fo as to [Dleafe while it informs, and charm even 
in giving Advice. . 

It fhoul^ alfo wear an honeft- chearful Countenance^ 
like one who truly eileems, and is glad to fee his 
Friend ; and not like a Fop, admiring his own Dreis^ 
and feemingly pleafed with nothing but himfelf. 

Exprefs your Meaning as freely as poffible; long 
Periods may pleafe the Ear, but they perplex the Un- 
derftanding ; a ihort Stile and plain, ftrikes the Mind, 
and fixes an Impreffion; a tedious\one is (eldom 
clearly underftood, and never long remembered* But 
there is ftill fomething requiiite oeyond all this, to- 
wards the writing of a polite and agreeable Letter, and 
that is, an Air of good Breeding, and Humanity, 
which ought conftantly to appear in every Expreffion. 

ud 
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and that will give a Beauty to the Whole. By this I 
would not be fuppofed to mean, overftrained or affe^d | 
CompIimentSy or any Thing that Way tending, but [ 
an eafyt genteel and obliging Manner of Aaarefsy 
in a Choice of Words that beai; the moft civil Mean- \ 
ings, with a thorough generous and good-natured Dif* 
pohtion. 

But iti ^miliar Letters of the common Concerns of 
Life, Elegance is not required, nor is it the Thing we 
ought to aim at; for when attempted, the Labour is 
often feen, and the End perverted by the very Means* 
Eafe and Clearnefs are the only Beauties we need to 
ftudy. 

Kever be in Pain, about Familiarity in the Stile to < 
thofe with whom you are acquainted; for that veiy 
Pain will make it aukward and ftifF in Spitd of aU 
your Endeavours to the contrary. 

Write freely, but not hdtily ; let your Words drop 
from your Pen» as,they would from your Tongue 
when [peaking deliberaiely on a Subjed of which you 
are' Mafter, and to a rerfon with whom you are 
intimate^ 

Accuftom yourielf to think juftly, and you will not 
.be at a Lofs to write clearly; for while there is Con- 
fufionatthe Fountain J^ad,^ the Book will never be 
dear. 

Before you begin to write, think what you are ^^*;j|g* 
to write : However unnecefiary this Caution may 
ktm^ I will venture to fay, that ten appear ridiculous 
on Paper through Hurry and Want 6f Thought^ 
■ for one that ia fo through Want of Underftand- 
ing. 

A M^ that begins a Speech before he is determine 
ed what^jlaiq^ay, will undoubtedly find himfelf be- \ 
wildered Before he gets to the End ; not in .Sentt- / 
ment only, but in Grammar. To avoid this, before | 
you begin a Sentence, have >the Whole of it in your v 
.Mead, and make Ufe of the firft Words that bfierl 
themfelves to exprefs yo^r Meaning ; for be aiTured^j 
they are the moft natural, and will, generally fpeak-i 
i<ig> (I can't fay always) beft anfwer your Purpofe; [ 
for to -ftand fearcbing after £xpreffioas<^ b^^*!^^ V^ 
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wpon the naturil Diaion ; and for a Wofrd thit tfcr- 
haps is not a Jot more expreffive» you make the whole 
Sentence ftifi^and aukward. But of all Things learn 
to be corraft, and never omit a careful Perufal'Of what 
you have written, which, whoever negleds, muft 
W^, many Inaccuracies ; and thefc are hot only a Re- 
flexion on the Writer, but a Rudencfs to the Perfori 
to whom they are written. Never be adOiamed of 'hav- 
ing found fomething aroifs, which you confefs that 
you did, by mending it ; for in that • Confeffion you 
cancel the Fault, and if you have not Time to tran- 
fcribe it, let it pais ; for a Blot is by no Means fo bad 
' as a Blunder; and by accuftomin^ yourfelf to correA 
what is amiifl, you will be kfs liable to future Mif* 
takes. 

So much fbr. Letters in general; as for thofe In 
Trade in particular, lihall quote a reputable Author 
OH the Subje£^, who, I think, has faid every Thing 
that need be faid upon it, and given Examples, where- 
by we can't err, if we don't excel, viz. 

** As Plainnefs, and a free Way of Exprefton, is 
** the Beauty and Excellence of Speech, fo an cafy 
•• concife Way of Writing is the beft Stile fdr Tradef- 
^* men. He that a£Fe<^s a rumbling bombaft Stile, 
and fills his Letters with Compliments and Flbu- 
riflies, makes a very ridiculous Figure in Trade ; 
for Inftance of the following Letter, which a young 
Tradefman in the Country writes up to a Whole- 
Tl fale Dealer, in London, on his firft fetting up." 

SIR, 7bi Deftlnies having Jh appointidHf anJmy daft 

Stars concurring^ that /, who by Nature was jomud 

for bitter Things^ Jhould be put out to a Trade^ and the 

Time of my Servitude being at letfgfh expired, I am now 

hunched forth into the great Ocean of Bufpufs* I thought 

Jit to acquaint you f that Iqfl Month I received ftt^ortune, 

which^ by my Father^s IVill^ had been duo two Teats 

pafty at which Time I arrived to Man*s Efiate^ and became 

major ; whereupon I have taken a Houfe in one of the prin^ 

£ipaJ Streets qf this Town, where I am entered upon my 

BufinefSf and hereby let you know that IJhatt have Occd* 

jfionfor the Goods hereafier mentioned^ which you may fend 

/^M^Jjy /if Carrier. Thi« 
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^his fine Flourifli, which the youiig Shopkeeper 
^eft up with much Application* and thought it well 
done, put his Correfpondent in London into a Fit df 
Laughing ; who inftead of fending him direfUy the 
Goods he wrote for* fent down into the Country tp 
enquire his Charader. 

The fame Tradefman in London, by the next Pofl[t 
received the following Letter from ampltner young Shop- 
keeper in the Country, on his beguiling Bufinefs fd/C 
himfelf. 

S I Rf Bang ohligedt by my lati Majiir^s Diciifi^ U ■, 
inter immediaUly upon BuJineJSj and confequently open fim^ 
Shop without going to Town io furnijh myfelf with fuA 
Goods. ai at prtfint Iwant^ I have fent you ajmallOrdif'* 
cs under written. I hope you will ufe me weU^ and let 
the Goods he good of the Sorty tho* /cannot be in London 
to look them out my/elf. I have inclojed a Bill of Exchange 

of 7,5/. on Mejf. A' and B , and Company^ 

payable to you or to your Order , at one and^wenty Dayit 
Sight: Be plea fed to get it accepted \ and if the Goods 
amount to more than that Sum^ IfhalU when I have y^ur 
Bill of Parcels, fend you the Remainder, I repeat nav 
Deftrey that you will fend me the Goods wellforted and welt 
cbofen^ and as cheap as pofJibUy that I may be encouraged 't9 
a farther Correfpondence. 

I am your humble Servant, 

C. K. 

This was writing like a Man that underftood whs^t 
he was doing, and fuch a Letter could not want its 
proper EfFed upon fuch a Correfpondent in London. 

In Ihorty a 1 radefman's Letter (bould be plain and 
concife, and to the Purpofe; no quaint Expreffions, 
no Book Phrafes, no Floufiflies ; and yet they muft be 
full and fufficient to exprcfs what he means, fo as not 
to be doubtful, much lefs unintelligible. I can by no 
Means approve of ftudied Abbreviations, and leaving 
out the needful Copulatives of Speech in trading Let- 
ters ; they are affeiSled to the laft Degree : For, in a 
Word, *tis afFedling to be thought a Man of mere than 
ordinary Senfe, by writing extraordinary No^Gi5\<^% 
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aiFe£ting to be a Man of fiuiinefs, by giving Orders^ 
and expreffing your Meaning in Terms vrfaicli a Man 
0f Buiuiefs may not think himfelf bound by. 

Tyhen a Tradefman takes an Apprentice^ the firft 
Thing he does for him» after he lets Win into the 
Cpmpting-Houfe and his Books, and after trufting him 
with his more private Bulinefs, i$, to let him write 
letters to his Dealers and corre^ond with his Friends ; 
and this he does in his Mafter's Name, fubfcribing his 
Letter thus; lam, 

FornyMafier, A. B. and Company, 

Twr bumble Sirvani, 

C. D. 

And beginning thus : 
iSIR^ 1 am wdtred by nrf Maftir^ A. B. to advtfi jom^ 
ibat»' 

Or thus: 
SIRf Tbe/e arty ly my Majter^s Order, to give you 
HotUo^ 

^ Orders for Goods ought to be very explicit and par- 
'licular. that the Dealer rpay not miilake ; efpecially if 
it be Orders from a Tradefipan to a Manufadlurer, ^to 
make or buy Goods, ehher^f fuch a Quality or Pat* 
tern ; in which, if the Goods are made to the Colours, 
and of a marketable Ghiodnefs, and within the Time 
limited, the Perfon ordering them cannot refufe to re* 
celve them, and to make himfelf Debtor to the Maker. 
On the contrary, if the Qdods are not of a marketable 
XSoodnefs, or not to the Patterns, or pot fent within 
the Time, the Maker o^ji^ht not to expefl they (hould 
be received. ^ \ 

In Regard to the Form^ and Superfcription of Let- 
ters, efpecially of the politer Sort, it may be neceflary 
to obferve. 

That when you w/ite to' a Perfon of Didindlion, 
or Gentleman, let it 'be on gilt Paper, and without 
fealing the Letter itfelf, indole it in a Cover, which 
you are to fcal over it, and write the Superfciiption 
thereon. 

Begin 
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' Begin your Letter about two laches below the Top j 
of your Paper, and leave about an Inch Margin on 4^ 
the Left-Handr and what Compliments, or Services, ;: 
you fend in the Letter, infert them rather in the Body ' 
or Conclufion of it than by Way of Poftfcript, as ts 
too .often done» Otitis neither foaffedionateor ^lite, - 
for it .not only favours of Levity to your Friends, 
but has the Appearance of your having almoft foi^ 
them* 

It is ufual among the Polite to fign their Names at 
a confiderable Diftance below the Conclufion of the 



AVACAIJ9 llUV^itC jrVPU \\» aVVlVl , WWV.AUA« tl9 pUkkl«lg IL AU 

the Power of •any one who has your Letter, to write 
what he pleafes over your Name, and to make you in 
all Appearance have ngned a Writing that you would 
by no Means have fet your Hand to. 

In directing your Letters to Perfons who are well 
known, 'tis beft not tP'..be too particular, becaufe 'tis 
leff^ning the Perfon you dire£l:*'to, by fuppofing him to 
. be obfcure, and not eafily found. 

Whenever you direct to Et'dbns who are Honourable^ 
either by Family or Office, *&s more proper, as well as 
polite, to dired without4|]^*luitle of £fq; than with it, 
lorlnftance, ' "i/ 

To the Honourable Mr.; Arundel, not to the Ho- 
nourable Peter Arunde], Efijpwhich would be ridicu^ 
lous. 



.< 
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Some Farther 
DIRECTIONS and OBSERVATIONS 

Epistolary CobCr^espondence, 
And Subfcribing aria^Dircaing LETTERS. 

.1.^X7 HEN you are writing to your Superior, be 
VV not prolix* but let your Letter be as {hort as 
the Subjedy or Occaiion you' write on, will permit; 
efpecially fuch> wherein Favours are requeued : And 
be particularly careful in not omitting any Letter be* 
longing to the Words you write, as Pvf^ can% dfntlx^ 
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Jhu^d^ w&udf C^r. indead of / have^ cannoU ^^ ftoff 
Jhouldt wouldf t^c, for fuch Contradlions not only ap- 
.pear difrefpe^ful, and too familiar ; but difcover (thofe 
almoft infeparable Companions) Ignorance and Impu- 
dence. Neither be over pompous in your Stile, but 
convey your Thonghts with Eafe and Perfpicuity, that 
they may appear as from Nature, rather than a vain 
Conceit to mew your Learning; the former Ihews your 
JSumilitvi the latter your Pride. 

>• When you write td your Superiors, never make a 
Poftfcript: And (if pof&ble) avoid it in Letters to your 
-Equals; efpecially complimentary Poftfcripts to any of 
the Perfon's Family or Relations, to whom you write ; 
«s it ihews DifrefpeA in your neglecting fuch Perfons 
in the Body of your Letter : Wherefore it is beft to keep 
up to Form if you write to the Antient, the Grave, 
or to the Proud : Such Perfons being moft common- 
ly jealous of Difrefpedi, and expe£): to be treated with 
I^erence^ 

3. When you write, to your Inferiors, you are at 
Liberty'toad asyou think proper as to the laft Cau- 
tion ; and take Care that you are not too familiar, or 
free in your Stile, left it fbould make you contempti- 
l)le; always having the Proverb in your Mind, viz* 
1)to much Familiarity commenly breeds Centempt. 

4. If your Letter confifts of feveral Paragraphs, be- 
gin every frefli or new one, at the fame Diftance from 
the left-hand Margin of the Paper, as when you be- 
gan the Subjeft of your Letter ; always remembering, 
as you write on, to make your proper Stops, other- 
wife no Perfon will be. able, to come zt the Sen/e or 
Meaning of your Letter; which Neglcft very often 
caufes miflakes and Milunderjlandings : And be careful 
to put a Period or Full Stop at the End of every Pa- 
ragraph, thus. 

5. When the Subjefl o^ your Letter is finiflied, con- 
clude it with the fame Addrefs as i^t firft, as 5/r, Ma^ 
dam ; or. May it pleaje your Grant ; Lordjbip^ Ladyjhip^ 
f^, &c. and always fubfcribe your Name in a larger 
Hand than you wrote your Letter in. 

6. Letters fhould be wrote on ^arto fine gilt Poft 
Bflper to Superiors ; if to your Equals or Inferiors^ you are 

at 
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ht yonr own Option to ufe whtt Sort or Size you 
pleafe : But take Care never to feal your Lettter with a 
\Vafcr* unlefs to the latter. 

y. When your Letter is fealed, you muft write the 
Superfcription f if it be to your Superior or Equal) ii, 
the following Manner, -w«. Write the Word To by It^ 
felf, as nigh the Left-hand Upper Angle, or Comer c^ 
your Letter, as is convenient : Then begin the Titl^ 
or Name of the I^erfon, labout an Inch lower* and ai* * 
moft in the Middle or Center of it> according to tht 
Length of the Pcrfon's Name or Title j and write the 
Place of his Abode in a Lin^ by itfelf at .the Bottoms 
in a larger Charader than the othfer Part* thus 



To 



The Right Hon. the 

Earl of Pembroke, 

At Wilton-House, 
WILTS. 



The Ranjc and Order of Precedence, according *^ 
the feveral Degrees oT Honour in Grtdt BritMriy ^ 
fettled by Aft oT Parliament. 

THE Degrees of Honour obferved in this Kl^S" 
dom are pertinently diflinguifhed under *^^ 
Heads : Firft the Nobility or Peers, under the fcvct»* 
Titles of 

Duke8 -Vifcounts 

Marquifles Bifhops and 

Earls Barons .^ 

The fecond Order confifls of that of the Gaft«^' * 
tiOtt?^^^!^ otherwife dignified) wix. 

Knights Banners Knights Batchtlors 

Baronets Efquires 

Knights of the Bath Gentlemen 




£une Degree, <vf«. 
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The Sont, Grandfinsy and Br^thmoi King or Queen ; 
the Great Officej;^ of State do likewife break through 
thb general Rulof^-^nd cLnm Precedency of the other 
Nobuity» v/js. Aichbilbop oiCmnHriur^y the Lord Chan- 
cellor, or Lord Keeper,, tfajr^ Archbifliop of Tlfrk, the 
Lord Treafurer, the Ld. Trendent, and Ld. Privy'Seal. 
-Another Degree of Precedence is claimed by the 
'Qr^t Officers at Coiirt, viz. 
lid.Chamberlain of EngUmd Lord High Admiral 
Xd. Hkh Conft* oikn^iaiul Lord Steward 
£arl I^rlhal , / / :/ Lord Chamberlain of the 




Earls, provided thofe Earls are not fuperior Officers of 
State. After which they follow in their feveral Orders, 






Dukes 

Marc^urfles ^ 

Diikes eldeft Sons 

Earls 

Marquifles eldeft Sons 

Dukes youngeft Sons 

Vifcounts 

Earls eldeft Sons 

Marqutfles younger Soils 

Barons 

Vifcounts eldeft Sons 

Earls younger Sons 

Barons eldeft Sons 

Privy Counfellors 

Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer 

Chief Juftice of the King^s 
Bench 

Mafter of the Rolls 

Chief Tuftice of the Com- 
mon Pleas 

. Chief Baron of the Exche- 
quer 



Juftices and Barons of the 

faid Courts 
IVIafters in Chancery 
Vifcounts youngeft Sons 
Barons youngeft Sons 
Knights of the Garter, if 

not odierwife dignified 
Baronets 

Knights of the Bath 
Field and Flag Officers 
Knights Batchelors 
Colonels 
Serjeants at Law 
Doflors 
Efauires 

JuKices of the Peace 
Barrifters at Law 
Lieutenant^Colonels 
Majors 
Captains 
Gentlemen 
Citizens 
Yeomen 
Burgefles 

All 
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All Ladies have Precedency according to the Digni<* 
ty of their Hufbands. 

AU Colonels are Honourable^ and, by .the Law of 
Arms precede Knights : So do ail Field OfHcers, 
Mafter of the Ordinance, and Quarter-Mafters Gene^ 
ral, £5fr. -^ ^ 




l^oto to atitited^ Petfoniet of Dtftinfitioft 
titttt in mtitins or Difcourfe. 

HAVING frequently obferved, that young Per- 
fons, for Want of proper Inftrudions, are liable 
to great Miftakes in the Stile and Title due to their Su* 

rsriors, or to iuch as are of high Rank and Dignity, 
(ball in this Place give them fuitable Diredions of 
Addrefs to all Perfons of Diftindion» the Chief of 
which being once knoiyi}, the reft will foon be attained, 

Co tlie IRopal iTamil^. 

To the Klng^s moft excellent Majefty, Sin, or Mdf 

,ii pbafi jowr Majtfy^ 

To his Royal Highnefs George Prince of Walcs^ 
Zir, or, May it fbafiyaur Royal Hijfini/s. 

In the fame Manner to the reft of the Royal Fan)i« 
]y, altering the Addrefles according to the different 
Ranks and Degrees of Dignky. 

Co tfte iSofiiUtp. 

To his Grace A. Duke of S. My Lord Dit^k^^r, 

May it pUafo yomr Graety or, your Graa. ^^ 

To the moft noble G. Lord Marquis of H. My 

Lord Mar^is^ your Lordfiip. 

To the Right Hon. A. Earl of B. My Lord, your 

Lordfinp. 

To the Right Hon. C. Lord Vifcount D. My Lord^ 

four Lordjhip^ 

'" To the Right Hon. E. Lord F. My Lord, your 
lorMip. 

The Laditj are addrefTed according to the Rank 
4it their Hufbands. 



^ Tbi INTRODUCTION. 

The Sons of Dukes^ Marqui&s, and the eldeft Sons 
of Earlsy have, by Courtefy of Eng^buidy the Title of 
L^4 and Ri^h Hmmraile : And the Title of Lady is 
given to their Daughters. 

The younger Sons of Earls^ the Sons of Vifcounts 
and Barons, zre &ikd Hanoura6/e^ and all their Daugh« 
ters HoMurablt, 

The Title of Right Honourabk ns given to no Com- 
moher, except tho^ who are Members of his 'Maje* 
%'s moft Honourable Privy-Council, and the three 
Lord- Mayors of LtnJony Tork^ and Dublin^ and the 
Lord Provoft of EMnburgh^ during their Office. 

Co fte ipaHiamentf 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aflembled, My Lords, or, Mn^ 
it pUafiyour Lordfiips, 

To the Right Honourable the Knights, Citi^ens^ 
a.nd'Burgefles in Parliament ^&tr\)\tA^ Gtntlimem^xirp 
May it pleafeywr Honours. 

To the Right Honourable H. C. Efa; Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, who is jeenerally one of his 
Majefty's moft Honourable Privy Council, &i-» 

Co tibe Clet0j». 

To the mpft, Reverend Father in God W. Lord 
Archbilhop of Canterbury, My Lord^ or your Grace. 

To the Right Reverend Father in Cjod W. Lord 
Bilhop of S. My Lord. 

To the Right Reverend Father in God T. Lord 
Bifliop of G. Lord Almoner to his Majefty, My Lord.- 

To the Reverend A. B. D. D* Dean oJF C. or Arch« 
deacon or Chancellor of D. or Prebendary. &c. Rt'm 
verend Do^tor^ Mr. Dean, Rtoforend Sir, &c« 

All Redors, Vicars, Curates, Ledurers, and Cleih* 
gymen of other inferior Denominations,, are ftiled Ro* 

Co 
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Co tbt fl^cetiof of W ^^efi^'0 l^ouQiolQ. 

They are for moft Part addrefled according to their, 
Kank and Qyalit^. though fometimes agreeable to the 
Nature of their Office ; as. My LordStnuardj My Lord 
Chambirlatn^ Mr* P'ia Cbamberlaitt^ &c. and in all Su- 

Jerfcriptions of Letters, which . relate to Gentlemens 
lti]]|>loyfnentS9 tibeir Stile or Office ibould nevjr bt 
omitted ; and if they have more Offices than one, you 
need mention only the higheft. 

Cd tbt CommifliotietiQi ano tXScetiS of 

^o the Risht Honourable R. Earl of G. Lord Prl- 
vj Seal, or Lord Prefident of the Council, or Lord 
Gre^at Chamberlain; Earl Marihal of England, one 
of his Majefty's Principal Secretaries of State, &c. My 

' ^ To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiffionei^ 
of die Admiralty, or of the Treafury, or of Trade 
and FlaQtatjoi^ &c.. My Lwds^ ywur Lord/hips. 

The Commimoners of the Cuftoms, Excjfe, Stan)p- 
Office, Salt-Duty, Navy, &c. mud be ftiled H^/idur- 
mhU ; and if any of them are Privy Counfellors, 'tif 
ufual to ftile them coUedively, Moft Honouraile^ Sir^ 

Co ^% %(Mm anft Ji^atii* 

* 
In the Army all Nobkmeti at« ftiled accordin|; to 
their Rank, to ^hich h added their ^mp}oy» 
- To the Honourable A. B* Efq; Lieutenant»GeneraF, 
Major* General, Brigadier- General of his Majefty'« 
Forces, Bkt y$ur' H9ii§ur. 

. To the Right Honourable J. Earl of S. Qmtain <if 
Bis Ma)efty*s firft Troop of Horfe-Guards, Band of 
Gentlemen Benfioners, &Ad of Yeomen of the Guards, 
&€• My Lordf your Lordjkip^ 



^ «f i N T R O D U C T I O N; 

All Colonels are ftiled Honourable i all inferior Of^ 
ficers ihould have the Name of their Employment fet 
firfti^as for Example, to Major W. C« to Captain 
T. H. &c. 

In the jNavy all Admirals are ftiled HonoMraNi, and 
NoUemen according ta Quality and Office. The other 
CMcers according to their Rank in the Ai^my. 



Cir tbz amtmiTatiotiet, ^zttztwcUis^ antt 

All Ambafiadord have the Title of SxceUen^ addtd 
to their Qualities ; as have alfo ail Plenipotentiaries, 
foreign Governors* and the Lords Juftices of Ireland, 

To his Excellency Sir B. C. Baronctj his Britannic 
-Majefty's Envoy Extraordinanr and Plenipotentiary ta 

' the Ottoman Port^ Sir ^ your Excellent . 

To his Excellency £. F. Efq; Ambafiador to his 
moft Chriftlan Majefry, Slr^ your Excellency, 
» To his Excellency the Baron d'A. his Pniffian Ma- 
"lefty's Refident at the Court of Great-Britain, Sir, your 
^xcellenfy* 

To Seignior W. G. Secretary, ^from the Republic 
Cf Venice t Sin 

To G. H. Efig; his Britannic Majefty's Conful at 
*9myma^ Sir. 

Co t{)e 3(uti0ejB( aim %m^m^ 

, All Judges, if I^rivy' Counfellors, are ftiled RigU 
Bononreilei as for Inftance, 

To the Right Honourable A^ B. Lord High Chan* 
oellor of Great Britain, hfy Lmrel, your LarMip. 

To the Right Honourable P. V. Matter of the 

Rolls, Sir, your Honour. 

To the Right Honourable Sir G. L. Lord Chief 

Jufiice of the King's Bench, or of the Common Pleas, 
iy Lori^ four L§re^(m 

To the Honourable A. B. Lord Chief Baron, Sir^ 
^ M^ ii fl$a/i ,ou^ Sir. ^^ 
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To tiie Right Honourable A, D. Efq; one of the 

Juftices, or to Jud^e T. Shr^ or May itpkafiynu^ Sir. 

To Sir R. H. his Majcfty*s Attorney, Solicitor^ or 
Advocate General, Sir. 

All others in the Law, according to their OiEces and 
Rank they bears every Barrifler having the Title of 
jEiq; gTven him* 

■ 

Co tbz Hizntmmtfi anti ^agifitac^f 

To the Right Honourable G. Earl of C. Lord 
Lieutenant and Cu/fos Rotulorum of the County of Durm 
(amu My Lord^ ytmr Lordjhit. 

Tothe Right Honourable D. C. Knight, Lord May- 
#r of the City of London^ Mv Lord^ your LordJ^if. 

All Gentlemen in the Commiffion of the Peace». 
have the Title of E/q; and Worfiipftd^ as have all She- 
rifis and Recorders. 

The Aldermen and Recorder of London^ are ftiled 
Jti^bt W§rjbipfuly as are all Mayors of Corporations* 
except Lord mayors.- 

To P. S. ^/f; High SherifF of the County of r. 
A>, ymirWorJhip. 
• To the Right Wprfliipful F. F. Efy\ Alderman of 

Tower Wacd, London^ Sir, your Wvrjhip. 

To the Right Worlhipful C D. Recorder of the 

Ci^ of London^ Sir^ your Wor0fip» 

I he Governors of Hofpitals, Colleges, &c. which 
confift of Ma^iflratfSt or have any fuch among them, 
are ftiled Right Worjhipful, or Worjhipful, as their Tt 
^ks allow. . 

Co x^z aotiemor0 untier tibe Ctottin^ 

To his Excellency G. Lord S. Lord Lieutenant of^ 

Hr$land% My Lord^ jour Exceliency, 

To the Right Honourable C. Earl of D. Governor 
of Dover CaflUy &C. My Lord^your Lordjhip* 

The fecond Governors of Colonies appointed by the 
JCing, are called Lieutenant Governors. 



4ff tbt IK T R o D u c T r o tr^ 

Thofe aMoiated by Pio{>rietors* as the Baft lodia 
Company, «c» $ire ftiled Deputy Governors. 

Co tncotpotate lBotf|e0. 

IncorpoFate Sodies are called HonouraUe ; as,. 

To the Honourable Court of Diredors of the united^ 
'Company of Merchants trading to the Eafi-Indiis^ Tour 
Honomrs* , * 

To the Honourable the Sub-Governor, Deputy 
Qovernor* and Dire^ors of the South-Sea Comp^ny^' 
jwifT flanours* 

To the Honourable the Govetinor, Deputy Go* 
vernor, and Directors of the. Bank of England^ jfur 
Hountrs. 

To the Mafter and Wardens of the Wodhipfu! 
Company of Mercers. 

'Tis ufual to call a Baronet and a Knight, Honour'*^ 
^kt and their Wives todies. 

To, the Honourable C. D. Baronet at E. near F% 

Str^ your Honour. 

To the Honourable W. H. Knight, at G. Surry,^ 

5iV, jour Honour, 

. To T. Y. Efqi 2Lt}ruibam, or to Mr. Y. ditto, Sir* 

Co s^txi of Ctane anti Iprofeffionsf. 

ToDo£i;or M. R. in Bhomfiwj'Squan^ London ^ Sir^ 
or DoSor. 

. To Mr. G. D. Merchant in Tower-Streetf London,' 
Sir. 

But the Method of addreffing Men of Trade and- 
. Buiinefs, is fo common and fo vfcll knovirn« that it does 
not require aoy.further Examples. 

Proper Directions for addreffing Pcrfpns of 
every Rank or Denomination, at the Begin«»^ 
nings of Letters, and the Superfcriptions. 

Beginnings of Letters 
To the KiNO. Sin I or Sir^ or, mojt ^adius Sovt", 
ySf^J or, Maj if fkafij9uryiKi\xxril Tq 
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To the Qu£EK. Mkdmn ; or, Mqfit &c. 

To the FRiNCS of Wajuss. 8ir\ or. May it pUiffe 

ycur R^l Highnifs. 
Te the Princess of Wales. Madam i or. May it 

tfkafi y0ur RtyalH^bnefs. 
To tne Princess Dow AOER. Ditto 
Note. All Sovereigns Sons and Daughters, and Bro- 
thers and Sifters, are>entitled to. R^al Highnsfs^ 
And to the reft .of the Royal Family. Highnefs. 
To a Duke. May it pUc^eyour Qrace. 
To a Dutchess, Ditto 

To a Marquis, \ My Lord; or. May 

Earl, Viscount, Lord, $ itpUafe your Lotdjbip. 
To a Marchionefs ; ^n £arrs ^ 

Wife, Vifcountefs; or, a > May it pleafi yom^ 

Lord's Wife. / Ladyjhip. 

Tio the Archbiihops. May it pleafe your G face; or. 

My Lord. 

To the reft of the Bilhop^. My Lord; or May it 

pleafe your Lordjhip. 
To the reft of the Cler^.. Reverend Sir. 
Note. All younger Sous of a Marquis^ Earl, Vifcount^ 

and Lords Sons, are filled Honourable, and ar^* 

EJjuires. 
To either of thefe. Sir; Honoured Sir; or, Miyi it 

pUaJe your Honour •^ 
Alfo the Title of Lady is given to the Daughters of 

MarqmJJes, &c. Madam; or. May it pleafe your 

Ladyjhip. 
To a Member of Parliament. May it pleaje your Ho^ 

nour. 
To the Right Honourable the Lord Mavor of London^; 

My Lord; or. May it pleafe your Lor ii/hip. 
Note. That Generals^ Admirals, and Colonelsy and all 

Field-Officers are Honourable. 
All other Officers, either in the Jrmy or Navy^ have 

only the Title of the Cominiilion they bear, feC 

firft on the Superfcription of the Letters ; and at the 

Beginning, &r, or. Honoured Sir i .91% May it pleafe 

your Honour. • . - 

Kvi Amhaffador, May it pleafe your Excellent; or^ Sir. 

All 
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Mifcellaricous' LETTERS on tKe'inoft 
ufefgl and com:i)on Occafions. 



r. 

J 

j^A-tfw a Broihir at Homti to m Stjisr Abroad on a Vifu^ 
r* complaining of her not writing. 

Dear Sifter, 

IMvi^ acquaint you how unkind 'tis taken by every 
Body here, that we fo feldom hear from you ; my 
Mother, in particular, is not a little difplcafed, and 
fiiys, you are a very idle Girl ; my Aunt is of the fame 
Opinion, and none but myfelf endeavours to find Excu- 
fes for you j but I beg you will give me th:it Trouble 
no more, and, for the future, take Care to deferve no 
Rebuke, which you niay eafily do by writing foon and 
often. You are very fenfible how dear you are to us all, 
think then with yourfelf, y^hether it be right to omit 
giving us the only Satisfa6):ron th^t Abfence affords to 
real friends, which is often to hear from one another. 

Our bcft Refpeds to Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, and 
Compliments to all Friends, 

From your very afFeftionate Brotherr 
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LETTER 11. 

The Sijhrs Afijwer. 

Dear Brother, 

I'LL not fet about finding Excufcs, but own my Fault, 
and thank you for your kind Reproof; and, in Re- 
turn, I promile you never to be guilty of the like again. 
I write this immediately on the Receipt of yoiir$, to beg 
my Mamma's Pardon, which you, I know, can procure; 
as alfo my Aunt's, on this my Promife of Amendment, 
1 hope you will continue to excufe all my little Omifli- 
ons, and be aflured, I am never fo forgetful of myfelf, 
as to negleft my Duty defignedly. Ifliall certainly write 
to Mamma by nextPoit; this is juft going, which 
obliges me to conclude with my Duty to dear Mamma, 
and iinccre Refpeds to all Friends, 

Your ever affefiionate Sifter, M. C. 

'» I.. ■ I I ■ii.aiii ™ il» 

LETTER III. 

A young Gentleman's Letter t» his Pappa^ wrttfe^.ty a 

Sceol- Fellow, 

Dear Pappa, 

ACCORDING to your Commands, when you left 
me at School, I hereby obey them ; and not only 
inform you that I am well ; but alfo, that I am happy in 
being placed under the Tuition of fo good a Mafie.%i 
who is the beft natured Man in the World ; and, I am 
furc, was I inclinable to be an idle Boy, his Goodnefs t6 
me would prompt me to be diligent at my Study, that I 
might pleafe him : Befides, I fee a great Difference made 
between thofe that are idle and thofe that are diligent ; 
idle Boys being puniflied as they deferve, and diligent 
Boys being encouraged : But you know, Pappa, that I 
always loved my Book ; for you have often told me, if 
I intended ever to be a great Man, I muft learn.tq be a 

foodCcholar, leli, when I am grown up, 1 fhouldbe a 
«aughing Stock or Make-Game to others, for my I^* 
^or»mce : Bur I am refo]vL'<l to be a Scholar. 

D 2 e^*?i 
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fPray give my Duty to^tiiy Mamma* and my Love to 
my Siiler. ■ ^, .^ I am, dear.Pappa, 

' Your moft dutiful Son. 

ZT. L E,T T E R |V'. ^ 

Another 6^ the fame Silje^ 

Dear Pappa, ' 7 ' 

AS I know you y^ll ))^ glad t^ h^ar frem your little 
Bov, I (hould be];very naughty if I did not acquaint 
you that I am jn good Health, and that I am very well 
pleafed with my S^aflcr ; for he is very kind to n-^e, and 
tells me, thai he will ?lway^ love young Gentlemen that 
mind their Learning < Therefore, I am fare, he will ftill 
love me; becaufe youJcnx)w, P^ppa, I always loved my 
Book : For you have told me, that Boys who do not 
mind their Learwf^g? will never become Gentlemen, 
and will be laughed ^tfor their Igiforaoce, though they 
)iave ever fo muchr^dbney :. Andhs I^m fure you always 
fpeak Truth, and .J w&ild wijpngly be a Gentleman, 
like you, I am refotved[,to be a good $fholar, which, I 
know, will be a PJeafure to you and my Mamma, and 
gain me the. Love<Df every 3ody*^ 

PraiirgTve my Duly to my Mjrhim^ my Uncle, and 
my mxtiXj and mfy IJo^e tt>.my^iiler.and Coufms. 

• J am,, dear Pljipa, ■ 
: ?' ' "V^our mou dutiful Son. 



t I -,-. 
"'■••j' 
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To a Priindagainjl W^aHe of- Time. 

/'bear S I R, " '■ ' 

CONVERSE uftfeti with Jourfelfj and neither la- 
vifh your Tfrnc, nor fuflf r others to rob you of it. 
Many of our So)«r8^re flolen Tfom us, and others pafs 
infenfiblv awa^; biijt of borti thefe Loffes, the moft 
fhameful is thafwh^chr happens tbro' our own Negle6^. 
If we take the ^JToWbW to obferve, we fball find that 
cne confiderabte Eftrt of our I#ife is fpent in doing evil, 
and the other, in doing nothing, or in doing what we 
ftould not do,' ,^;We don't feem to know the Value of 
Time, nor how^pteciocs a Day is ; nor do we confider, 
ihsiX every Moment brings us neaiei to our End. Re* 

-. ; ' fiea 
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fle(9^ upon this, I'entreatyou, and keep a ftri£l Account 
of Time, PrcKrafti nation is tWe moft dangerous Thing 
in Life. Niiching is properly ours but the Inftant we 
breathe in, and alUthe reft is nothing; it is the only 

^•^ A ^^ 4^ « ft • ^ /I .• I I ^ f\ 




they oblige by givin? or i rine»,^aiia yec recKon tnac 
Time as nothing, for which the ^ft grateful Pcrfon in 
the World can nev.er make aint^ds. 1 am, &c. 



X ■ V 






L E TTfeR VI. 
In Anjwir io k^Friend. 

SIR, , '"':':. '.^V 

XO tell you irt'aftfwer to yours what I think (j6^'; 
Profperitv* is. that I take it 6>T>e more daoeerdi^^-' 
ir Virtue tnan nTrrermy-r*- iv»ter-«p» ^ ,» ,S L ^ 'ii t ^ 

vain and infoleht; I'egardiefsdf tsi^ers, and forgetful of 
God, ambitious, in o^ Purft^ts,- : and intemperate, in 
our Enjoyments* 'Thils it prayfcd. tb the wifeft Man on 
Earth, i mean SQteinbn. cutl^nmcfa admire what you 
fay of Silence, <and wifli I couM dra6^ife that paffive 
Virtue, which is tliff firft Step, of Wifdoauthe Nurfe 
of Peace, and the G^rdiari of^^Virtui?. Woilk do but 
ruffle and dirconrrpofe the NffndJ!A^tf|tying the S^ to a 
thoufand Vanities. rnope'yoprylU Jn our ncx€ Meet- 
ing, find me greatly improved in wbit you fo much re** 
commended to me. I remain. Sir, Wours, &c. 

LETT EK iyn. 
To ayving Genflimau^ 

SIR, J ^ . ■ 

I Dare venture to affiirm that Learning, properly cuW . 
tivated and applied, is what truly makes the G^^ r 
tieman, and that a wife Man i$ 4s tofiich fupcrlor td.ilk ' 
ignorant Perfon, as ^ Man is abbue the Level of a 
Brute. Wherefore you cannot io better than to apply 
yourfelf ferioufly to the Cultivation of your Mind ; 
to which Purpofe nothing will contribute more, than 
your prefcribing yourfelt a regulaI^,^ethod of Study. 
The Morning is undoubtedly more^[lrQper for Reading 
than any other Part of the Day ; ^lieciufe tivt^ ^vcv\^>i^ 

D 3 \ ^^^ 
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then free and di(engaged> and unclouded by thofe Va-» 
pours which we generally find after a fuH Meal. Ne- 
verthelefs I would npt afrcdt to read over a Multitude of 
Volumes, nor read with Greedinefs ; I ^ould rather 
chufe to read a little artd digcft-it. Neither would I re- 
gard the Numbetfy i'o much as the Choice of my Books, 

LETTER VIII. " 

Frcm a young Lady f in Anfwir to a Letter Jhe had rect ived 
Jrom her It^ammat adXijfing her to perfevere in the Chi if- 
tian Duties Jhe had been inftruSied in. 

Moft honoured Mailsijp^ 
iT A M at a Lofs for .VVbrds ta exprefs tUe Joy I felt at 
X the Receipt of your Letter ; wherein you are ple afed 

greater Pleafure, Knd Sausfa(^ton, than « the Account I 
have given her in the CoiKliir^ I obfecve in'mv Spiritual 
Affairs; and that I ma^fiiW SKJd to that Comfort (which 
(hall ever be my StudyO Vben an Opportunity offers it- 
fejf, I prefume to contjnV^ the Information. 

When 1 have properly difcharged my Duty to that Di- 
vine Being, to whom I am indebted for my Exiftence, I 
repair to my Toilet; .biit not wfth an Intent to cloath 
my Body (which I knaiir muft fooner or later fall into 
Corruption) with vain' At tire, *l>ut with fuch as is decent 
and innocent; regarding finij Robes as the Badges of 
Pride and Vanity ; keeping thofe Enemies, to our Sex in 
particular, at too gi:ea£;a Diftance, ever to dare an At- 
tempt upon my Mind.1 . .». ^ 

When public Prayefe ahd'^Breakfaft arc over, I apply 
my Thoughts to the ijutie^^of the School ; and divide 
the Time appointed for t^m as equal as poffibly I can, 
between the feveral Branches of Education I am enga- 
ged in, both before.a«d after Dinner^ . 

When School is finiOied for the Day, T, accompanied 
by a y-oung Lady, who is my Bedfeliovv, and of a like 
Difpofition, retire to our Room, where we improve our- 
felves by Reading. Boojcs of Piety are our moft common 
Choice: Thefe warm our Wills, and enlighten our Un- 
derftandings : .They inllru&<js in the Caufe of our Mif- 
condu&, andv^efcribe to us a Remedy : They neither 

. fiatter 
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flatter a dignified Title, nor irtfult the Peafarit who tills 
the Ground ; but^ like painted Buftos, look upon every 
one alike. In fine, they refrefli the Memory, enlarge 
;he Underftariding, and inflame the Will ; and, in a de- 
lightful Manner,, cultivate bqth Virtue and Wifdom. 

Having fi nilhed our Reading, either of Piefy or Hif- 
tory, which we prefer next; [efpecially fuch as relates 
to our own Country) and Supper and Prayers, are over, 
I retire alone to my Room, to take an impartial View of 
the Anions of the Day. " If my Gonfcicnce does not ac- 
cufe me of having comniittcd any Thing criminal, I give 
Glory to God ; and with be nde<f Knees, and an humble 
Heaftr fctum -hi rt unfeigned Thanks for protei^ing mc 
agaixift ihofe Temptation^ whjcHthe Enemy to Mankind , 
is read^ to allure us with : Kor, lam perTuaded, ic ^yas 
Tioc my Strength of Vfrtri* .tfiat-withfliod the Teropta- 
tions, but hisraffifling Grace th<<t enabled me to over- ; 
cone them ; and if I am confi^rous to have done amifsj 
I fue for Pardon, and lay hotr^. my Body to reft, till 1 
have procurdd Peace to ipy Souk 
V If at aiiy Time I am permitted to-p^y a Vifit, (whpich 
Liberty, your Indulgence has allewed)* I take care to 
time it properly ; for there are certain Times when Vi*. 
fits becomie rather troublefome.-tiian friendly f Where- 
fore I avoid it when niuth CoAipany is expe&ed ; ol: 
iwhen I am certain that Family AiFairs will not admit of 
fiflicient Leifure to receive *theni : The former on my 
Account, the latter on my Friends: That is, much 
Company afl'em bled together, (ctvts rather to confufc 
"our Ideas, than 'enliven therp^ 'therefore, when I 
anr. fo unfortunate to iD-time^iiyjirit, I withdraw as Ibon 
as Jivility and Ceremony will p&rmit me 5 for, in my 
Veik Opinion, Madam, long Cip^v^rfations grow dull, 
as Kw of our Sex are fiirni£hefl'*with a fufficient Fund 
of Materials for long Difcourfes, u^lefs it be to com- 
Hieit upon the Frailties of the Abfent, and turn their 
Msforcunes into aSubjeft forour moftcruelDiverfion'. 
?his, Madam> is a Vice you have often cautioned 
meagainft, and I (hall be particularly careful to avoid 
ic ; being both an unchriflian and dmngenuous Princi- 
ple to feaft ourfclves^t another's Expence* 

D 4 'XVx^ 
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This is ah I have to offer at prcfent; and am, wiA 
•eat Huiiiility, Moft honoured Madam, 

Your moft dutiful Daughter, 

L £ T T E R IX. 
From a yoiing Lady to btr Mamma^ requefling a Favour • 

Dear Mamma, 

THE fiiany Ipftances you have given me of your 
Aitediooy leave; me no Room to believe that the 
Favour, I prefume to afk will be difpleafing: Was I 
in the lead doubtful of it» I hope my dear Mamma has 
too good an Opinion of my ConduA, to imagine I 
would ever advance any Thing that might give her the 
Icaft DifTatisfa^ion. . 

The Holidays are nigh at Hand, when all of us 
young Ladies are to pay our feveral perfonai Refpefis 
and Duties to our Parents, except one ; whofe Friends 
(her Parents being dead) rePide at too great a Diftance, 
for her to expert their Indulgence in fending for her : 3«- 
fideSt were they to do fo, the Expence attending her 
Journey would be placed to her Accompt, and dedufled 
out of the fmall Fortune left her by her Parents. 

This young Lady's AfFabiIity» Senfe, and Good-Ma- 
ture, have gained her the Friendfbip and Efteem of 
the whole School ; each of us contending to render her 
Retirement (as I may juftly call it) from her native 
Home and Friends» as comfortable and agreeable as ye 
poffibly can. 

How happy (hould I think myfelf above the reft of 
our young Ladlies, if you will give me Leave to eng^e 
her to fpend the Holidays with me at Home ! Aid I 
doubt not but her Addrefs and Behaviour will attntSF 
your Kfteem, among the reft of thofe ihe has alreidy 
acquired. 

Your Compliance to this Requeft, will greatly idd 
to the Happinefs I already enjoy from the repeated !n- 
dulgencies and Favours conferred on her, who willal« 
ways perfevere to merit the Continuance. of them. 
I am, with my Duty to Pappa, 
Dear Mamma, 

Your moft dutiful Daughter. 

L E Tw 
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From a young Gentleman to his PappOj deftring that he mof 

learn to dance-* 

Dear Pappa, 

YOUR affedionate and paternal Behaviour con- 
vinces me, that you are abfolutely refolved to fpare 
no Coft in any Branch of Education that is eflentially^ 
neceflary in the Employment you purpofe I ihall here* 
after follow : And thoueh I am certain you intend that 
Dancing {ball have a Share in my Studies, neverthe* 
iefs, permit me to put yeu in mind of it, and alfo to de* 
fire you will no lon^er» on Account of the Strength of 
my Limbs, (which I am fenfible is the Motive that re- 
tards me from beginning) delay your Orders to my 
Mafler; for I am perfuaded, from an Inftance I am 
Witnefs of in our School of a yoiing Matter, w.ho is 
much weaker in his Limbs than ever I was, that Dan-^ 
cing will rather ftrengthen than weaken mj Joints. 

It is not my Emulation for dancing a Minuet, that is 
the Motive that induces me to be thus preiKng^; for, I 
prefume, there are other Things more neceflary be- 
longing to this Qualification than that; fuch as to walk 
well; to make'a Bow;^how to come proper^ into a 
Room, and to go out of it; how to falute a Friend or 
Acquaintance in the Street, whether a Superior, Eqfuaf^ 
or Inferior ; and feveral other Points of Behaviour^ 
which are more eiTential than dancing a Minuet. 

Thefe Points of Behaviour I often blufli to be igno- 
rant of; and have feveral Times been the Ridicule of 
thofe young Chaps, who are advanced in the Know- 
ledge of this Accomplifhmentt And as I am perfuaded 
you would not chufe I (bould be a Make-Game to any 
of my School-Fellow^, doubt not but you will fend 
your immediate Orders, for my beginnings which Fa- 
vour, added to the many others you have already con^ 
ferred, will greatly oblige. Dear Pappa, 

Your moft dutiful Son. 

D c ' \*^^- 
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LETTER XL 

From ajoung Lady to bar Pappa^ who lately embarked for 
/^^ Ea ft Indies, in tbe Company* s Service^ but detained 
'' at^Qn{mowi\i by contrary Jvinds. 

Dear Pappa, ^ * 

I Flatter my(elf you are too well convinced of my flea- 
dy Adherence to my Duty and AfFedion, ever to 
imagine I will 'omit the leaft Opportyiflity that offers, 
to pay you my moft humble Duty. *- 

1 beg my dear Pappa may not be offended if I fay, 
that it gives me afecret Satisfadion to hear you are ftill 
within the Reach of a Poft Letter : And though I can- 
not have the Pleafure of a paternal Embrace,^ yet I re- 
joice in the Expectation of receiving the wiflied-for 
Account of your Health's Continuance^ which to me, 
tny dear Mamma, and Brother, is the greateft 'Bleffing 
that Providence can poffibly beftow upon us. 

* Oh ! Sir, though {hort to fome the Interval of Time 
Cnce I received your Blefling, ere your Departure from 
us, to roe it fecms an Age ! And ^hen I refleft how 
many fuch I am doomed to bear in the Abfence of the 
beft of Parents, I am inconfolable ! And if it were 
pofHble that Nature could fubfift on Slerp alone, I could 
with Pleafure renounce every Ao^ufement whatever, 
and make the filent Pillow my RetKat. 

Oh ! may the Divine Being be your Proteftor againft 
the many Dangers of that boifterous Element you are 
obliged to traverfe ! May he direft fuch gentle and fa- 
. vourable Breezes that may conduft you to your deftined 
Port I May he add to this a happy and fuccefsful Voy- 
age ! and to crown all my Wiflies, grant you a fpeedy 
and fafe Return. 

I have. nothing worthy Notice to advife you of, but 
that we are all (God be praifed) in the fame good Health 
you left us, and are in great Expedtation of the fame , 
^Oi^ortable Account in your Anfwer to this, from 

Dear Pappa, 
Your moft dutiful Daughter. 

LET- 
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L E T T E R XIL 

From a young Woman juft gone to Service^ to her Mother' 

at Home. 

Dea r Mother, 
'-'T^IS a Fortnight, this very Day, thati have been 

X at Mr. JohnfiSn's ; and I thank God, J begin to* ' 
find myfelf'a little eafier than I have been : But, indeed,.. 
I have fuffered a great deal fince I parted from you,, 
and all the reft of. our Friends. At our firft coming, 
hither, I thought every Thing looked fo ftrange about 
me : And when John got upon his Horfe, and rode out 
of the Yard, methpught every Thing.looked ttranger and 
ftranger ; fo I go^up-to the Window, and looked after 
him, till he turni^d into the London Road, (for yo^ 

'know we live a Quarter of a Mile on the farther Side of 
it) and then I fat down and cried; and that al ways ^ 
gives me fome Relief. Many a Time have I cried fince;» 

.but I do my beft to dry up my Tears, and to appear 
as chearful as I can. 

Deareft Mother, I return you a thoufand Thanks for 
all the kind Advice you were fo good as to give me at 
parting; and I think.it over often and often: But yet,, 
piethinks, ft wduld be better if I had it in Writing f. 
that would be what T would value above all Things: 
But I am afraid to afk for what, would give you fo much 
Trouble. ' So, w^jH my Duty to you and my Father, 
and kind Love to ^11 Friends, I remain ever 

* Your moft dutiful Daughter^ 

LETTER XIIL. 
Her. Mother's Jnjiuer^. 

My dear Child, 

I AM very forry that you have fufFcred fo much'^ 
fince we parted : But 'tis always fo at firft, and will! 
wear away in Time. I have had my Share too, but L 
bear it now pretty well; and hope you will endeavour to^ -. 
follow my Example in this, as you ufed to fay you loved 
to do in every Thing.' You muftconfider, that we never 
.{hould, have parted with you, had it not been for your 
' Good.- If you continue virtuous and obliging, all the 
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Family will love and efteem you. You will get nevif 
Friends there ; and I think I can aflure you, that you 
.will lofe no Love here ; for we all talk, of you every 
Evening; and every Body fpeaks of you as fondly or 
rather more fondly than ever they did. In the mean 
Time, keep yourfelf employed as mnch as you can> 
which is the beft Way. of wearing off any Concern. 
Do all the Bufinefs of your Place ; and be always ready 
to affift your Ifellow-oervants where you can in their 
Bufmefs. This will both fill up your Time, and belj> 
to eitdear you to them : And then you will fpon have as 
many Friends about you there, as you ufed to have here. 
I don't caution^ you againft fpeaking ill of any Body 
living, for I know you never ufed to do it : But if you 
hear a bad Story of any Body, try to foften it all you 
can ; and never tell it again, but rather let it Hip out of 
your Mind as foon as poffible. I am in great Hopes 
that all the Family are kind to you already, from the 
good Chatadler I have heard of them ; but i ihould be 
glad to fee it confirmed by your next, and the more 
particular you are in it the better. If you have any 
Time to fpare from your Bufinefs, I hope you will give 
a good Share of it to your Devotions : That's an Exer- 
cise which gives Comfort and Spirits without tiring one. 
My Prayers you have daily. 1 might have faid hourly ; 
And there is anothing that I pray for with more Earneft- 
ncfs, than that mydeareft Child may do well. You did 
not mention any Thing of your Health in your laft ; but 
I had the Pleafure of hearing you was well, by Mr. Coo- 
per's young Man, who faid he called upon you in his 
Way from London, and that you looked as frefii as a 
Rofe, and as bonny as a Blackbird.— You know James's 
Way of talking, j ■ However, I was glad to hear 
you was well, and defire you will not forget to men- 
tion your Health yourfelf in your next Letter. Your 
Father defires his Bleffing, and your Brothers their 
kind Love to you. Heaven blefs you my dear Child ! 
and continue you to be a Comfort to us all, and more 
particularly to 

Your ffiedlionate Mother. 
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LETTER XIV. 
The Daughter to the Mother. 

Dear Mother, 

THO* we begin to have fuch cold Weather, I am 
got up into my Chamber to write to you. God 
be thanked I am ^rown almoft quite eafy, which ts ow- 
ing to my following your good Advice, and che Kind-» 
nefs that is already ihewn me in the Family. Betty 
and I, are Bed Fellows ; and (he, and Robin, and T4io«k 
masi are all (o kind to me, chat I can fcarcely fay which 
is the kindeft. My Mafter is fixty-five Yta rs of Age 
next April ; but by his Looks you would hardfy take 
him to be fifty.' He has always an eafy fmiling Counte* - 
nance; and is very good to all his Servants. When he has 
happened to pafs by me, as 1 have been dufting out the 
Chambers, or in the Pafiage, he generally fays fom&- 
thing to encourage me ; and that makes one's Work go 
on more pleafantly. My Miftrefs is as thin as my ^ 
Mafter^is plump: Not much (bort of him in Age; 
and more apt to be a^Iittle peevifh. Indeed that may 
cafily be borne; for I have nnvcr heard my Mafter'fa^ ' 
a fingle Word of any of us, but what was kind and 
encouraging. My Matter, they fay, is yf^&ly rich; 
for he is a prudent Man, and laid up a great deal of Mo- 
ney while he was in BuGnefs, with which he nurchafed 
this Efiate here, and another in Suflcx, fome Time be- 
fore he left off. And they have, I find, a very good 
Houfe in London, as well as thi^herc; but my MaAer 
and Miftrefs both love the Country bett, and fo they 
fometimes ftay here for a whole Winter, and all the 
Summer conftantly ; of which I am very gjad, bceaufc I 
am fo much the nearer you: And I have heard fo much 
of the Wickcdnefs of London, that 1 don't at all defire 
to go there. As to my Fellow-Servanis, 'tis thought 
that Betty (who is very good-natured, and as meriy 
as the Day is long) is to be married to the jovial Land- 
lord over the Way ; and, to fay the Truth, I am apt to 
■ believe that they are adually promifed to one another. 
Our Coachman, Thomas, feems to be a very good, 
.worthy Man : You may fee by his E^^^ K.Vv^\\v^^iR.^\vv^ 
xHcaA|fded h bcnever he can do ^ ^iw^T\i\ti^\» «cs 
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of the Neighbours. He was born in the Parifli, and 
his Father has a good Farm of his own in it, and rents 
another. Robin, the Footman, is good-natured too; 
he is always merry, and loves to laugh as much as he 
loves to eat; and I am fure he has a good Stomach. But 
I need not talk of that, for now mine is come again, I 
. eat almoft as hearty as he does. With fuch Fellow- Ser- 
vants, and fuch a M after, I think, it would be my own 
Fault if I am not happy. Well in Health, I affure you 
I am, and begin to be pretty well in Spirits ; only my 
Heart will heave a little ftill every Time I look towards 
the Road that goes to your Houfe. Heaven blefs you 
all there ! and make me a deferving Daughter of fo good 
a Molbef. 

LETTER XV. 

The Motber*s.jln/wer and Advice. 

Dear Child, 

THE next Piece of Advice that I ^ave you, was, 
** To think often how much a Life or Virtue is 
** to be preferred to a Life of Pleafure ; and how much 
** better, and more lafting, a good Name is than 
^* Beauty." 

If we callTThings by their right Names, there is no- 
thing that deferves the Name of Pleafure fo truly as 
Virtue: But one mufl: talk as People are lifed to talk; 
and, I think, by a Life of Pleafure, they generally mean 
a Life of Gaiet]^. 

Now our Gaieties, God knows, are at beft very tri- 
fling, always unfatis factory, often attended with Difft- 
culties in the procuring them, and Fatigue in the very 
Enjoyment, and too often followed by Regret and Selt 
condemnation. What they call a Life of Pleafure 
among the Great, muft be a very laborious Life : They 
fpehd thegreateft Part of the Night in Balis and Aflem- 
-blies, and fling away the greateft Part of their Days in 
Sleep. .Their Life is too much oppofed to Nature to be ca- 
•pablft of Happinefs: 'Tis all a Hurry of Vifits^ twenty or 
■thirty pei^^ps in a Day, to Perfons of whom there are 
not above two or three that they have any real Friend- 
^iff.w£Iie€tn for (foppofmg TOtmlo ^^ c"ai^^\^ ^^ ^v- 
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ther); a perpetual feeking after what they call Diverfi- 
ons; and Infipidity, and want of Tafte, when they are 
engaged in them, and a certain Languifhing and Reft- 
leffiiefs when they are without them. This is not liv- 
ing, but a conftant Endeavour to cheat themfelves out 
©rthe little Time they have to live ; for they generally 
inherit a bad Conftitution, make it worfe by their abfurd 
Way of Life, and deliver a ftill weaker and weaker 
Thread down to their Children. I don't know any one 
Thing more ridiculous, than the feeing their wrinkled 
fallow Faces all fet o^P with Diamonds. Poor miftaken * 
Gentlewomen ! the^fhould endeavour to avoid Peoples 
Eyes as much as poflible and not to attraft them ; for 
they are really quite a deplorable Sight, and their very 
Faces are a ftanding LefTon again fl the ftrange Liives 
they lead. ' 

people in a lower Life, 'tis true, do not aft fo ridicu- 
loufly as thofe in a higher, but even among them too 
there's vaft Difference between the People that live well 
and the People that live ill : The former are more heal- 
thy, in l>etter Spirit?, fitter for Bufinefs, and more at- 
tentive to it; the latter are more negligent, more un- 
cafy, more contemptible, and more difeafed". 

Jn Truth, either in high or low Life, Virtue is only 
another Name for Happinefs, and Debauchery is the 
High-Road to Mifery; and this, to nie, appears jufl as 
true and evident, as that Moderation is always good for 
us, and Excefs always hurtful. 

But is it not a charming Thing to have Youth and 
Beautv, — to be followed and admired, — to have Prefents 
offered from all Sides to one,— to be invited to all Divcr- 
iions, and to be diftinguiflied by the Men fh)m all the 

reft pf the Company ? —Yes, my dear Child. AH 

this would be charming, If we had nothingto do but to 
dance, and receive Prefents, and if this Diftindtion of 
you was to 1 aft always : But the Mifchief of it is, ^hat 
thele Things cannot be enjoyed without encreafing your 
Vanity every Time you enjoy them, and fwelling iip a 
Paifioil in you, that muft loon be baulked and difap- 
pointed. How long is this Beauty tolaft ? There are 
but few Faces that can keep it to th^ ovVv^i *ii\^^ ^'s^ ^^v^- 
^jid^twcnty j and how would "^ou \)^^\ Sx* ^^^^^ V^^^ 
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been ufed to be thus difiinguiihed «i;^d admired for fome 
Time, to. fink out of the Notice of People, and to be 
negle^ed, and perhaps affronted, by the very Perfons 
who ufed to pay the greateft Adoration to you. 

Do you remember the Gentleman that was with us 
laft Autumn, and his prefenting you wicb that pretty 
Flower one Day, on hi^ comins out of the Garden. I 
don't know whether you underitood him or not ; but I 
could read it in his Looks, that he meant it for aLeilbn 
to you, *Tis true, the Flower was quite a pretty one; 
but though you put it in Water, you know it faded* 
and grew difagreeable in four or five Days; and had it 
not been* cropped, but fuffered to grow on in the Gar« 
den, it would have done the fane in nine or ten. Now 
a Year is to a Beauty, what a Day was to that Flower ; 
and who would value themfelves much on the PofTdlioa 
of a Thing, which they are fure to lofe in fo j(bort a 
Time. 

Nine or ten Years is, what one may call the natural 
Term of Life for Beauty in a young Woman : But by 
Accidents, or Mifbchaviour, it may die long before its 
TihdC, The greater Part o( what People call Beauty 
in your Face, Tor Inflance, is owing to that Air of In- 
nocence and Modefty, that is in it ; if once you (hould 
fufFer yourfelf tobe ruined by any bafe Man, all that 
would foon vanifli, and AiTurances and Ugliuefs would 
come in the Room of it. 

And if other bad Confequences Should follow (for 
other bad ones there are, of more Sorts than onej you 
would lofe your Bloom too, and then alPs gone! But 
keep your Reputation as you have hitherto kept it, and 
that will be a Beauty which (ball laft to the End of your 
Days ; for it will be only the more confirmed and bright- 
ened by Time : That will fecure your tfteem, when aU- 
the prcfent Form of vour Face is vaniflied away, and 
will be always mellowing into greater and greater 
Charms. Thefe my Sentiments you^Il ta4ce as a 131ef- 
fing, and remember they come from the Heart of a ten* 
der and a&edionate Mother^ 

E. C. 



F 
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LE'TTER XVI. 

A Soff!s Letter at School to his Father. 

Honoured Sir, 

A M greatly obliged to you for all your Favours ; all 
I have 10 hope is, that the Progrefs 1 H)ake in my 
Learning will be no difaoreeable Return for the fame. 
Gratitude, Duty, and a V^iew of future Advantages, all 
contribute to make me thoroughly fenfible how much I 
ought to labour for my own Improvement and your Sa- 
tistadion* and to (hew myfelf, upon all Occafions'. 
Your moil obedient and ever dutiful Son, 

Robert Molesworth 



I 



LETTER XVII. 

A Letter ofExcufe to a Father or Mother. 

Honoured Sir, or Madam, 

I A M informed, and it gives me great Concern, that 
you have heard an ill Report o\ me, which, I fup- 
pofe, was raifed by fome of my School-Fellows; who 
cither envy my bftcem, or by aggravating my Faults, 
would endeavour to Icfien their own; though, I mull 
own, i bave been a little too remifs in my School-Bufi- 
nefs, and am now fenfible 1 have loft in fome Meafure 
my Time and Credit thereby ; but by my future Dili- 

fcnce, I hope to recover both, and to convince you that 
pay a ftridl Regard to all your Commands, which I am 
bound to, as well in Gratitude as Dutv ; and hope I 
(hall ever have Leave, and with great Truth, to tub- 
fciibe myfelf. 

Your moft dutiful Son, 

Phillip Collins, 



LETTER XVUI. 

TunbriJge* 

I Think I promifed you a Letter from this Place ^ 
yet 1 have nothing more maltmX x.o w\t^ x^vcv ^-^ 
J got idfc hichcr* Tq any othei ^\4U \ tti^>3X^ \sw>^^ 
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an Apology for trembling you with an Information fo 
trivial ; but among true Friends there is nothing indif- 
ferent, and what would feem of no Confequence^ to 
others, has^ in Intercourfes of this Nature, its Weight 
'and Value. A By-ftander, unacquainted with Play, 
may fancy, perhaps, that the Counters are of no more • 
worth than they appear; but thofe who are engaged in 
the Game, know they are tp be confidered at a higher 
Rate. You fee I draw my Allufions from the Scene 
before me: A Propriety which the Critics, I think, 
upon fome Occafions recommend. I have often Won- 
dered what odd Whim could firft induce the Healthy to 
fbllow the Sick into Places of this Sort, and lay the 
Scene of their- D^verfion^ amidii the moii wretched 
Part of our Species : One fhould imagine an Hofpital 
the laft Spot iii the World' to which thofe in Purfuit of 
Pleafure would think of reforting. However, fo it is; 
and by this Means the Company here, furniib out a 
.Tragi-Comcdy of the moft lingular Kind. While 
fome are literally dying, others are expiring in Meta- 
phor; and in one Scene you are prefented with the 
real, and in another with the fantaftical Pains of Maa- 
Tcind. Ah ignorant Spectator might be apt to fu(pe^ 
that each Party was endeavouring to qualify itfelf for 
acting in the oppofite Charafter ; for the Infirm can,- 
not labour more earn^ftly to recover the Strength they 
have loft, than the Robuft to deftroy that which they 
Doflefs. Thus the Difeafed pafs not more anxious 
Nights in their Beds, than the Healthy at the Hazard- 
Tables ; and I frequently fee a Game at Quadrille oc- 
cafion as fevere Difquietudes as a Fit of the Gout. As 
for myfelf, I perform a Sort of middle Part in this 
motly Drama, and am fometimes difpofed to join with 
the Invalids in envying the Healthy, and fometimes 
have Spirits enough to mix with the C^y in pitying the 
Splenetic. 

The Truth is, I have found forne Benefit by the Wa- ■ 

ters; but I (hall not be fo fanguine as to pronounce 

with Certainty of their Effe<S§, till I fee how they en- 

3b/e me to pafs thro* the approaching Winter. That 

Seafon, you knov^^ is the Time o^ Ti\a\ with me ; and 

if 1 get over the next wuh.rno¥elL^fev\vw[v\X\^\^SJc^\ 

4 
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(hall think myfelf. obliged to celebrate the Nymph of 
thefe Springs in grateful Sonnets, 

But let Time and Seafons operate as they may, there 
is one Part of me, over which they will have no Power; 
and in all the Changes of this uncertain Conftitution, 
my Heart will ever continue fixed and firmly your's. 

I am, &c. 

LETTER XIX. 

From a young j/pprentice to his Father, h let him know hsu/, 

he likes his Place, and goes oh^ 

Honoured Sir, 

T KnO"y ifc-ULi 1 IJ>^-a grmf fsitisfii Aion to-y^Ur ant^ my 

XdearMother, to hear that I gp on very happy in my ] 
Bufinefs j and my Mafter feeing my Diligence, puts me 
forward, andencourages me in fuch a Manner, that I 
have great Delight in it; and hope I (ball anfwer in 
Tirae your good AVifiies and ExpeSations, and the 
Indulgence which you have always fhewn me. There is 
luch goad Order in the Family, as well on my Miftrefs's 
Part as my Mafter's, that every Servant, as well as m^- 
"ftlf, knows his Duty^ and does it with Pieafure. So much 
Evennefs, Sedatenefs* and Regularity, is obferved in all 
they injdrn or expedt, that, it is* impoffible but it (hould 
be fo. My Mafter is an honeft, worthy Man ; every 
body fpeaks well of him. My Miftrefs is a chearful 
fwcct-tempercd Woman, and rather heals Breaches than 
widens them. And the Children, after fuch Examples, 
behave to us all like ofie's own Brothers and Sifters. 

. Who can but love fuch a Family? I wifli, when it 
(ball pleafe God to put me in fuch a Statiori, that I 
may carry myfelf juft as my Mafter doesj and if l 
fhould ever marry have juft fuch a Wife as myMift; 
trefs : And then, by God's Bleffing, I (hall be as happy ' 

- as they are, and as you, Sir, and ray dear Mother, havje .;.:'; 
always been. If any Thing can make me happier than 
I am, or continue to me my prefent Felicity, it will be 
the Continuance of your*s, and my good Mother*? 
Prayers, for honoured Sir, 

Your diitiful Son, 

LET. 
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LETTER XX. 

Fnm a Daughter to a M ther^ by TVay ofExcufefor bav^ 

ing negUSfed to write to ber» 

Honoured Madam, 

THOUGH the agrceaSle News of your Health and 
Welfare, which was brought me lad Night by 
the Hands of my Uncle's Man Robin, gives mc an ir- 
expreffible Pleafare ; yet I am very much concerned 
that my too long Silence (hould have eiven you fo much 
Uneafinefs as I underftand it has. T can affurc you» 
Madam, that my Negledt in that Particular was no 
Ways owing to any Want of filial Duty or Refped* 




who are exceeding good Company, and whom our Fa- 
mily are proud of entertaining in the mod elegant Man* 
ner. I am not infenfible, however, that nekher this 
Plea, nor any real Bufinefs of what Importance foevcr, 
can juftly accjuit mc for not writing oftener to a Parent fo 
tcadcr and indulgent as yourfcif: But as the Cafe novif 
ftands, I know no other Way of making Atonement, 
than by a fmccre Promife of a more ftriS Obfervance of 
my Duty fir the future. If therefore. Madam, you will 
favour me fo far as to forgive this fir ft Tranrgreffion of 
the Kind, you may depend on my Word, it mall never 
be repeated by. Honoured Madam, 

Your dutiful Daughter, 

LETTER XXr. 

From Robin Redbreaft in the Garden^ to Mafter BiLLY 

Cavleless abroad at School. 

Dear Mafter Billy, 

AS 1 was looking into your Pappa's Library Win- 
dow, laft Wednefday, I faw a Letter lie open* 
figned TFilUam Carelefs^ which led my Curiofitv to read 
It ; but was forry to find there was not that Duty and 
RefpeSt in it, which every good Boy (hould (hew to 
Jji's Fappa; and this 1 wasl\\e mote ^vix^ufed at^ when I 
dbijud 'cwds to afk a Favovir oibitiv, G\\^ tsx^Va^v*^^ 
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tlierefore, dear JB/V/f, to acquaint you, that no one 
Ihould ever write to. his Pappa, or Mannma, without 
beginning his Letter with Honoured 5/r, or Honoured 
Madam^ and at the fame Time, not forget to obferve, 
thro' his whole Epiflle, the moft perfe<S^ Obedience, in 
a very obliging, refpedtful Manner. By thefe Means, 
you may not only increafe your Pappa's Affedlion, but 
obtain almoft any Tiling from him, fhatyou can rea- 
fonaUy aflc, provided it be proper, arid in his Power to 
grant : What can any good Boy dcfird more ? But here 
you muft permit me, dear S/V/y, to whittle an unpleaf- 
ing but very uffeful Song in your Ear; which is, ** That 
** you will never get fo much as an Anfwer to any Let- 
•* ter that is not alfo wrote handjome^ J^^r^ and large ; 
V which, as I know you are very capable of, am iur- 
** prifed you will ever negle6l it." And this you may 
depend on, for I know your Papprf extremely well, hav-' 
ing frequently kt for Hours at his Study Window, 
hearing him deliver his Sentiments to your Sifters, and 
advifing them, in the moft good-natured aftet^ionatp 
Manner, always to behave obedient to their Parents, 
and pretty and agreeable to every Body elfe, as well A- 
broad as at Home; and I muft Uy it, his Advke and ..•. 
Commands, together with your Mamma's Care and'' 
Inftru£lion, have had fo. charming an Effect, that they 
are beloved and admired where- ever they go ; and at 
Home every Servant is extremely fond of them, and al- 
ways ready to oblige and pleafe them in .every Thing, 
which I fee daily, when Ihop down into the Court to 
breakfaft on the Crumbs from the Kitchen. How eafy 
then it is for you, nay dear Billy^ who are fo much older 
and wifer than your Sifters, to behave and write in the 
irtoft dutiful and engaging Manner. And further let 
me advife you, never to lofe Sight of the Love and EU 
teem of your Mamma, to whom you are all particular* 
ly obliged, for her conftant Care to fupply your con- 
tinual Wants, which your Pappa, you arefenfible, has 
not Lei fu re even to think of; befides, hei good Sen fe 
and amiable Condu£^, have fo gained the Aurendant of 
your Pappa, that he does nothing relating to vcv^ v>1 >^^vi. 
without her Confent and ApprobatSotv •, fox\\^v w %^^^ 
wgberEAcem^ you arc altnoft cei»ta\uoi >d;\^ • ^\>xvVn^ 
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• you are very ferillble of already, and I only juft chirp it 
in your Ear, to remind you of good Conauci, as well 
as filial Dt^ty. 

But the horning draws on, and my Fellow SongfterS 
are abroad to whiftle in the Day ; fo 1 muft take my 
Leave on the Wing, and for the prefent bid you fare- 
well ; but beg I may never hjave Occafion again to write 
to you an unpleailng Letter of Rebuke ; and that you 
will always remember, however diftant you are, or how- 
fever fecretyoumay think yourfelf from your Friends and 
Relations, you will never be able to conceal your 
Faults; for fome of our prying tattling Tribe, will be 
continually carrying them Home, to be whiftled in a 
melancholy Strain, ia the Ears of your Pappa, much to 
your Shame and Difci^it as well as his Diflike, and my 
great Concern, who ariH deircft Billy , your ever watch- 
ful and mod afFe6tioria0 Friend, 

>Y: Robin Redbreast. 

From my Hole in the Wall, at 
Sun-rifing, the ift of June, 1770. 

P. S. Howeyer negledful' you may be of your Duty, 
I know you have too much good Senfe, as well as Good- 
nature, to take any Thing amifs that I have faid in* this 
Letter, which is wrote with the Freedom and Concern 
of a Friend, and to which I was prompted both by Love 
and Gratitude, in Return for tie Plenty of Crumbs I 
have r^cdved at your Hands, and the kind Protedion 
you have always fhewn me, both in the Cou/'t and in 
the Garden, from fome of your idle Cc/lnpan ions, who 
with Sticks and Stones, have pften in your Abfence, 
aimed at my Life. 

Robin Redbreast. 



LETTER XXII. 
From one Sijier to another. 

Dear Sifter, 

EVER fince you went to London, your favourite 
Acquaintance Mrs. Friendly, and myfelf, have 
r/jougbc our rural Amufemems dull and^ iiifipid, not- 
^Jtbitaiiding we have theT?\ayet^\tvTo^w^ ^w^ -^w K^^ 
^^mbly once a Week. At ^out DtV^u\\\^ \l ^^xx t<t)- 



The Complete Letter- Writer. ji 

member, you paffed your Word to return in a Month's 
Time, but inftead or that, it is now almoft a Qiiarter 
of a Year. How can you ferve us fo ? In ftiort, if you 
keep us in Sufpcnce much longer, we are determined to 
follow you, and find you out, let the Expence and 
Length of the Journey be what it will. We live in 
Hopes, however, that upon the Receipt of this Notice, 
you'll return without any farther Delay, and prevent 
our talcing fuch an unmerciful Jaunt. Your Compli- 
. ance with this our joint Requeft> wiJl highly oblige, 
^ not only your moft fincere and affedionate Friends, 

but 

Your .ever loving Sifter. 



«ai 



LETTER XXIII. 

^ In Anfwer to the foregoing* 

Dear Sifter, 

I Received your Summons, and can afllineMrs. Friend- 
ly, as Well as yourfelf, th^t yliy long^tay in Town> 
notwithftanding all the good Company i have met with, 
and all the Diverfions with which I have been indulged,^ 
has been quite contrary to my Inclinations; and no- 
thing but my Lady Townly's abfolute Commands not 
to Icave^ her, (hould have prevented my Return to you 
within the Time propofed. You are fenfible I have ifi- 
finite 06ligatiofis to her, and it would be Ingratitude to 
the laft Degree not to comply with her InjuncSlionfv". In 
order, however, to make you both ample Amends for 
that Uneafinefs which my long Abfence has given you, 
I Qiall ufe my utmoft Endeavour to prevail with her La- 
dyfhip to join with me in a Vifit to you both in the 
Spring, and to ftay with you for a Month at leaft, if not. 
longer. I would advife you therefore to fave an unne- 
ceflary Expence, as well as Fatigue, and reft contented 
where you are, till you fee, 

. Your ever loving. 

And afFcitvot^aX^'yvV.^- 



V^'^- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Frcm ]Lady Good ford to her Daughter^ a Girl of fourteen 
Tears oid^ then under the Care of her Grandmother in 
the Country, 

My dear Child, 

THOUGH I know you want no Precepts under 
my Mother's Care to in{lru6t you in all moral and 
reHgious Duties^ yet there are fome Things (he majr, 
podibly forget to remind you of, which are highly ne- 
ceflary for the forming your Mind, fo as to make that 
Figure in the World, I could Wifti you -to do: ■ - 
1 am certain you will be kept up to your Mufic, Sing- 
ing, and Dancing by the b6ft M^fters the Country af- 
fords ; and need not doubt, but you will verv often be 
told, that good.Houfewifery.is a moft commendable Qua- 
lity. -b-.—— I would have you, indeed, neglect none of 
* thefe Branches of Education ; but, my Dear, I (hould 
be grieved to hear you were fo much attached to them, 
• as not to be able to devote two Hours, at leaft, every 

Day to Reading. My Father left a Collediqn of 

very excellent BooV sin all Languages behind him, which 
are yet in being, and as you are tolerably well acquainted 
with the French and Italian, would have you not be 
altogether a Stranger to their Authors. Poetry, if it be 
good, (as in that Library you will find none that is not 
loj very much elevates the Ided9, and harmonizes the 
Soul ; and well-wrote Novels are an Amufement, in 
which fometimes you may indulge yourfelf: But Hif<- 
tory is what I would chiefly recommend;— —without 
fome Knowledge of this, you will be accounted at beft 

but an agreeable Trifler ; 1 would have you gay, 

lively, and entertaining; but then I would have you 
able to improve, as well as to divert the Company you 
may happen to fall into. 

i5ut, my dear Child, I muft warn you to beware with 
what Difpofition you fit down to read Books of this Na- 
ture ; for if you nightly fkim them over, and merely to 
gratify, your Curiofity with the amazing Events deliver- 
t^d in thenjf the Refearch vr\\\ afford ^ou little Ad van- 
tage ■ ■ ■ You muft, therefote, cov\^\^^t viV-iX >jQk^ 
read J mark well the Cha\u of Ksicv^^wx.^ ^\C\0«l 
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bring on any great Cataftrophe; and this will (hew you 
that nothing happens by Chance, but all is entirely go- 
verned by the Dirediions of an over-ruling Power :-^Ia 
diilinguifhing the true Caufes of the Rife and Fall of 
Empires, and thofe ftrange Revolutions that have hap- 
pened in moll Kingdoms of the World, you will ad- 
mire divine Juftice, and be far from accuftng Provi- 
dence of Partiality, when you find, as frequently you 
will, the Good dethroned, all Rights both human and 
divine facrilegioufly trampled upon, a mock Authority 
cftabliflicd in the Place of a real one, and lawlefs Ufur- 
palion profper ; becaufe at the fame Time you will fee 
that this does not happen till a People grown bold in Ini- 
quity, and ripe for Deftru6tion, have-drawn down up- 
on themfelves the {erertfi Vengeance of offended Hea- 
ven, which is Tyranny and Oppreffipn ; and though 
innocent Individuals may fuffer in the general (Cala- 
mity, yet it is for the Good of the Whole, in order to 
bring them to a juft Sehfe of their Tranfgreflions, and 

turn them from their evil Ways: This the Hift-o- 

rical Part of the Bible makes manifeft in numberlefs 
inftances ; and this, the Calamities which at different 
Times have befallen every Kingdom and Commonwealth, 
evidently confirm, 

i am the rnore particular in giving you thefe Cau- 
tions, becaifl^, without obferving them, you may be 
liable to iitifeibe Prejudices which will pervert your 
Judgment, and render you guilty of InjuiUce, without 
knowing you are fo. As you regard th^Vefore my Com- 
mands, which will always be for your Improvement and 
Emolument, never be remifs in this Poini. 

Next to Hiftory, I (hould Be glad to feeyou have fome 
Smattering in Natural Philofophy: For which Pur pofe 
Jet me recommend to your Perufal a Work intitled, 
SpiSfack de la Nature^ or Nature delineated^ from 
the French of Abbe Li Pltuhe \ being very entertain- 
ing Philofophical ConVferfations, wherein the wonder- 
ful Works of Providence, in the animal, vegjctable, and 
mineral Creation, are laid open, in four Pocket Vo- 
lumes; in which are interfperfed, a ^^^^v. NTw^^x.^ ^ 

ufeful and explanatory Cuts. BeYv^vGrcv^^Ov^A-*^^ 

wide Crc^UQii prefents nothing iVv^t ^Sot^^ t^^^ ^^V^^ 
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Matter for a delightful Speculation ; and the more you 
examine the Works of Nature, the more you will leara 
to love and adore the Great God of Nature, the Foun- 
tain of all Plcafure. 

I expeft your next will be filled with no Enquiries 
on new Fafhions, nor any Dire<3ions to your Millener; 
nor fhall I be better fatisfied with an Account of your 
• having begun t or finifhed, fuch or fuch a Piece of fine 
* Work : — 1 his may inform you that it is other Kinds of 
Learning I would have you verfed in." I flatter my- 
fclf with feeing my Commands obeyed, and that no 
Part of what I nave faid will be loft upon you, which a 
little more Time aind Knowledge of the World will 
{hew you the Value of, and prove to you more than any 
Indulgence I colald treat you with, how very much I 
am Your afft^iopatc Mother, Sophrgnia, 

LETTER XXV* 

To a young Lady^ cautioning her againft keeping Company 
with a Gentleman of a had Chara^er. 

Dear Niece, 

THE fincere Love and Affedion which I now have 
for your indulgent Father, and ever had for your 
virtuous Mother, not long fmce dej^eafed, together with 
the tender Regard I have for your future Happinefs and 
Welfare, have prevailed on me to inform you, rather 
by Letter than by W.ord of Month, that the Town 
rin^s of your unguarded Condu6|, and the too great 
Freedoms that you tak^ with Mr. 'Freclove. You have 
been feen with him (if Fame lies prot) in* the Side-Boxes 
at both Theatres ; in St. James's Park on Sunday Night, 
and aft;erwards at. a certain Tavern, not a Mile from 
thence, which is a Houfe (as I have been credibly in- 
formed) of no good Repute. You have both, moreover, 
been feen at K^nelagh Affcmbly, Vauxhall Gardens, 
and what is ftill more flagrant, at Cuper'd Fireworks. . 
Don't imagine. Niece, that 1 am in the leaft prejudiced, 
or fpeak out of any private Pique ; but let rne tell you, 
your Familiarity with him gives me no fmall Concern, 
as his Charader h none of the beft, and as he hajs a«fted 
j'n the mo A ungenerous Manner %^ v^o oi \Jc\\^^ Ner^ 
vJiCuoLS young X^adies of my Acc\\ia.mUxice> vj\\o tv\\s.\- 
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tained too favourable an Opinion of his Honour. *Tis 
poflible as you have no great Expe<Slancies from your 
Relations, and he has an Income, as 'tis reported, of 200I. 
a Year left him by his Uncle, that you may be tempted 
to imagine his Addrcfs an Offer to your Advantage 2 
'Tis much to be queftioned, however, whether his In- 
tentions are fmcere ; for notwichftanding all the fair 
Promifes he may poffibly make yot^, I have heard it 
whifpered that he is privately engaged to a rich, old 
doating Lady not far from Hackney. Befides, admit- 
in^ it to be true, that he is really entitled to the An* 
nuity abovementioned J yet 'tis too well known, that 
he's deep in Debt ; that he lives beyond his Income* 
and has very little, if any, Regard for his Reputation.* 
In Ihort, not to mince the Matter^ he's a perfect Li- 
bertine, and is ever boaAing of Favours from our weak 
Sex, whofe Fondnefsand trailty are the copftant To- 
pics of his Raillery and Ridicule. 

All Things therefore duly confidered, let me prevail 
on you, dear Niece, to avoid his Company as you wbuld 
a mad A^^n; for notwithltanding I flill think you ftridi- 
ly virtuous, yet your good Name may be irreparably 
lofl by fuch open A£ls of4}mprudcncc. As I have no 
other Motive, but ah unaffected Zeal for your Interefl 
and Welfare, I flatter myfelf you will put a favourable ll 
ConftruiStion on thp Liberty here taken by '^ 

Your fincor.e Friend apd affectionate Aunt. 

— — ^»*W ■■■■■■■ . . I ■ . I II 

-V t i- £ ,^ T E R XXVI. 

' ^ littUr of Thank :^ ^c, 
SIR, ;:-, • ■ 

IReceived^e Favour of yours, with ^ very kind Pre- 
fent I a&o know not indeed at this Time, any other 
Way to flif^ iiQ[^;Gratitude^han by my hearty Thank* 
for the fatii4-^.*vfer.y Thing you do carries a Charm 
with it, ybikhM^nhec of doing it is as agreeable as the 
Thin^ done la fhort. Sir, my Heart h ful]> and 
would oversow ;Wity),j€jratitude, did I tiot ft.o^ ^.\^A.^>JS^- 
fcribe myfelf, , ^>*"^ Your moftoXAv^^^* •w^^ 
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LETTER XXVir. 
From an Apfrfntice to his Friends. 

Honoured Father aod Mother, 

BY thefe I Jet you know, that by your good Care and 
Conduft I am well fettled, and pleafed with my 
Station, and think it my Duty to return you my hearty 
Thanks, and grateful Acknowledgment of your Love 
and tender Care of me : I will endeavour to go through 
my Bufinefs chearfully : And having begun well, I hope 
I fliall perfeverc to do fo to the End, that I maybe a 
Comfort to you hereafter, and in fome Meafure make a 
Return for your Love and Kindnefs to me, who am, 
;your moft dutiful and obedient Son and Servant, 

Charles Sbdley. 



LETTER XXVIII. 
From an ilder Brother to a younger. 

Dear Brother, 

AS you are now gone from Hoiyie, and are arrived at 
Years of fome Difcretion, I thought it not amifs 
to put you in mind, that your childifli Affairs ought now 
to oe entirely laid afide, and inftead of them more feri- 
ous l^houghts, and Things of more Confequence, 
Ihould take Place ; whereby we may add to the Reputa- 
tion of our Family, and gain to ourfelves the good Ef- 
teem of being virtuous and diligent in Life, which is of 
great Value, and ought to be ftudied beyond any trif- 
ling Amufements whatfoever, for 'twill be an Ornament 
in Youth, and a Comfort in old Age. 

You have too much Good-Nature to be offended at 
my Advice, cfpecially when I srfTure you that I as fin- 
cerely wifli your Happinefs and Advancement in Life 
as I do my own. We are all, thank God, very well, 
•nd defire to be remembered to you : Pray write as often 
^ asppportunity and Leifure will permit; and be-afTgi^ 
Jf?lietter from you will always give great Pleafure to 
jH/J four Friends here, but to none more than 

Your moft affe&\ot\ate^\oxVtx 
And fmcereV\v\rtv\Ae?)ew2)x\\.> 
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LETTER XXIX. 

A^LeiUr from a Nephew to an VncUy who wroU to him a 

Letter of Rebuke* 

Honoured Sir, 

I Received your kind Advice, and by the Contents of 
your Letter perceive I have been reprefented to you 
as one of immoral Principles. I dare not write you any 
Excufe for the Follies and Frailties of Youth, becaufe in 
fome Meafure I own I have been guilty of them» but 
not to that Degree which you have had them repre-. 
fen'ted ; however your Rebuke is /lot unfeafonabie^ 
and it Oiall have the deilred EfFedl, as well to frufir^te 
the Defigns of my Enemies, (who aim to prejudice you 
againft me) as to pleafe you, and obey all your Coiht 
mands and Advice ; which I now fincerely thank you 
forgiving me, and. promife, for the future, I will make 
it my Study to reform, and regain, by adhering ftridtly 
to your Inftrudions, the good Opinion you was once 
fo iund to entertain of me. I beg my Duty to my 
Auitt, and am,i ; 

Your moft obliged and ever dutiful Nephew* 

HenrV Montagu. 



LETTER XXX. 

J Letter from a Niece to her Aunt. 

Madam, • 

THE Trouble I have already given you, really con- 
cerns me when I think of it, andiyet I can't help 
intruding again upon your Goodnefs, for Neceffity, 
that Mother of Invention, forces us to aft. contrary 
to our Inclinations; therefore, pray, dear Madam, ex- 
cufe mc if I once more intreat your Afliftance in this - 
Affair, in any Manner that you fliall think proper; and 
I hope at Icaft one Time in my Life to be able to caf>^ . ;. 
vincc you that I have a thorough Senfe of the nurlilfv^'' 
Obligations your Goodnefs has conferred upon . ** 

Your moft dutiful and trul^ o\>\\%,^^^\^c't^ 

And vt\v YvuvcWv^ "^^xh-kcv^., . 

E 3 "^^ 
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LETTER XXXL 

Litter from a Youth at School to hh Parents. 

Honoured Father and Mother, 

YOUR kind Letter of the 24th Tn ft. I received m 
due Time, and foon after the Things, you therein 
mentioned, by the Carrier, for which I return you my 
/ iihcere Thanks. They came very opportunely for my 
Occafions. I hope foon to improve myfelf at School, 
though I own it feems a little hard and irkfome to me as 
yet, but my Mafter gives me great Encouragement, and 
afTures me 1 (hall foon get the better of the little Diffi- 
culties that almoft every Boy meets with at firft, and 
then it will be a perfe6t Pleafure infte^ of a Talk, and 
altogether as pleafant and eafy as it is tiOw difagreeable 
and hard. 

My humble Duty to yourfclves ; and I beg the Favour 
of you to give my kind Love to my Brothers and Sif- 
ters, and remember me to all Friends and Acquaint- 
s^nce-i and you'll oblige . 

Your ever dutifuland obedient Soi), 

Charl]^ Goodenough, 

L E T T E R XISXII. 

Lgttir from an Apprentice in Town ^ hii Friends in the 

Country^ 

Honoured Father and Mother, ^ . 

TH E Bearer, Henry Jones, came to fee me laft 
Night, and told me he fljould fet out for Home , 
the next Morning. I was not willing to let flip the 
Opportunity of fending you a Letter by him, to let you 
Jcnow that I am very well, and like both my Mafter and 
Miftrefs, and by what I can fee of it, the Bufinefs 
extremely well, and do intend, (pleafe God) to ufe my 
^itmoft Endeavours to make my^lf IMafier of every 
Thing that belongs to it, in whidi I fliall.tave treble 
Satisfadtion ; firft, in \Ae2L(\i^g my h/ijj^&icjL^^TiAly ^ m 
pleaiing my Friends, and thirdly ^^MJ^^nNl myfelf. 
J have but little Leifure, nor do I H^fitnEfB^lm deal; 
but wiJJ take every Opportunity to let you knov*^ how i 
£-0 on, and that I am^ with great Gx:autu^c, 
your ever dutiful and molt obcdknt S^v^> "^ •'^^ 



I 
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LETTER XXXIIL 

From an elder Brother in the Country to his younger Brother 

/put Apprentice in Londont 

Dear Brother, 

Am very glad to hear you are pleafed with the new 

Situation into which the Care of your Friends has 
ut you ; but I would have you pleafed not with the 
lovelty of it, but with the real Advantage. It is na-» 
tural for you to be glad that you are under lefs Reftraint 
than you were, for a Matter neither has Occafion nor 
Inclination to watch a Youth, fo much as his Parents : 
But it" you are not careful, this, although it now gives 
you a childifh Satisfaction, may, in the End, betray 
you into Mifchief ; nay, to your. Ruin. Though your 
Father is not in Sight, dear Brother, a£l always as if 
you were in his Prefcnce ; and be aiTured, that what 
would not offbnd him, will, never difpleafe any Body. 
. Vou have more Senfe, I have often told you fo, than 
moft Perfoqs at your Time. Now is the Opportunity 
to make a good life of.it; and take this for certain. 
every rieht Step wu ienter upon now, will be a Comfort 
to you for your Lik. I would have your Reafon, as 
well as your Fancy Jpleafed with'your new Situation, and 
then you will a£t as becomes you. Confider, Brother, 
that the State of Life that charms you fo at this Time, 
will bring you to In4ependence and Affluence; that you 
will, bybenaving as you pught now, become Matter 
of a Houfe and family, and have ev^y Thing about 
you at your own Command, anJ have Apprentices as 
well as Servants to wait upon yoUr The- Matter, with 
whom you are placed, was fome Years ago in your 
Situation; and what (bouVd hinder you ffoml}eing here- 
after in bis? All that is required is Patience and In- 
duftry ; and thefe, jBrother, are- very cheap Articles, 
with which to purchafe fo comfortable a Condition. 

Your Matter, I-am told, had nothing to begin the' 
World withal : in that he was worfe than you ; for if 
you behave well, there are thofe who will fet you uq '• 
in a handfome Manner. So you h2L\^ ^>\^^\^^\x\.\\^vv.«.- 
meats to be good,, and a Rew^it^ -Av*^^^ ^*:i\o^'5.>^^ 
Srotber, farewell I Obey yout M^Bi^t, ^x^^^:^"^ ^'^^^ ^ 
' ' « . E. 4 
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all Perfons ; keep out of Company, for Boys have no 
Occafion for it, and moft that you will meet with, is 
very bad. Be careful and honeft, and God will blefs 
you. If ever you commit a Fault confefs it at once ; 
♦or the Lie in denying it is worfe than the Thing itfelf. 
Go to Church conftantly ; and write to us often. I 
think I need not fay more to fo good a Lad as you, to 
induce you to continue fo. 

I am your afFeftionate Brother. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

A Letter of Excufe for Silence, and AJfurance ^twa$ not 

out of DifrefpeSf. 

TH E R E are Times, Madam, in which it is failing, 
in Care, not to write to one's Friends; there 
are others in which it is Prudence. Methinks it better 
becomes an unhappy Man to be filent than to fpea'-c ; 
for he tires if he fpeaks of his Mifery, or he is ridicu- 
lous if he attempts to be diverting. I have not done 
myfelf the Honour of writing to you fince my Depar- 
ture, to avoid one or other of thefe Inconvcniencics. I 
have too much Refpeft for you. Madam, to importune 
you with my Griefs ; and I am not Fool enough to have 
' a Mind to laugh. I know very well that there may be 
a Mean between thefe two Extremes; but, after all, 
the Correfpondence of the unhappy are feldom pleafin^ 
to thofe who are in Profpftrity. And yet, Madam, 
there are Duties with whjch one ought not to difpenfe; 
and it is to acquit myfelf of them, that I now afllire 
you that no one can be with more Efteem and Refpedt 
than I am. Your faithful and afFedionate Servant, 

I. iJ. 

~" LETTER XXXV. 

A Letter from a Servant in London, to his Mafier in 

the Country. 

SIR, 
A S I ^nd you are detained longer \ci the Country 
-/JL than vou expected, I thought \t m^X^vix^j tc^^c- 
^umnt you Ihat we are all well at Hiorcve \ ^tv^ t^ ^.^mx^ 
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you that your Bufinefs (hall be carried on with the fam^ 
Care and Fidelity as if you were perfonally prefenf 
We all wiQi for your Return as foon as your Affairs 
will permit; and it is with Pleafure that I take this 
Opportunity of fubfcribing myfclf. Sir, 

Your moft obedient and faithful Servant, 

Sam. Trusty. 



LETTER XXXVI. 
From a Father to his Sorif juft beginning the World* 

Dear Billy, 

AS you are now beginning Life, as it were, an3 
will probably have confiderable Dealings in your 
Bufinefs, -the frequent Occafions you will have for Ad- 
vice from others, will make you defirous of fingUng oOt 
among your moft intimate Acquaintance one or two, 
whom you would view in the Light of Friends. 

In the Choice of thefe, your utmoft Care a*»«l Cau- 
tion will be necefl&ry ; for by a Miftake here, you can 
fcarcely conceive the fatal EfFe<Sls you may hereafter ex- 
perience. Wherefore it will be proper for you to make 
a judgment of thofe who are fit to be your Advifers by 
the Condud^ they have obferved in their own Affairs^ and 
the Reputation they bear in the World. For he who 
has by his own Indifcretions undone himfelf, is much 
fitter to be fet up as a Landmark for a prudent Mariner 
to (bun his Courfes, than an Example to follow. 

Old Age is generally flow and heavy^ Youth head- 
ftrong and precipitate; but there are old Men who are 
full of Vivacity, and young Men replete with Dlfcre* 
tion ; which makes me rather point out the Condud 
than the Age of the Perfons with whom you fliould chufe 
to aflbciate ; though, after all, it is a never- failing good 
Sign to me of Prudence and Virtue in a young Man, 
when his Seniors chufe his Company, and he delights 
in theirs. 

Let your Endeavours therefore be, at all Adventures, 
to con fort yourfelf with Men of Sobriety, good Senfe, 
and Virtue ; for the Proverb is an unerring Qcie.^ ti\^5L 
fays, J Man is known by the Com^an^ be k^'ej^v* "^^ \vvj^ 
Men you can finele out* v?\v\\^ how \w^^cs^^ "^"^ ^^ 
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Gonverfation, you. will benefit by their Advice 5 and be- 
lure remember one Thing, that tho' vou muft be frank 
and unrcferved in delivering your Sentiments, vfhcn 
Occafions offer, yet that you be niuch readier to hear 

kr" ^P^*^» ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ Purpofe it has been fignificantly 
obferved, that Nature has given a Man two Ears, and 
mt one Tongue. Lay in therefore by Obfervation, and 
a modeft Silence, fuch a Store of Ideas, that you may, 
at their Time of Life, make no worfe Figlire than they 
w> ; and endeavour to benefit yourfelf rather by other 
Peoples Ills than your own. How muft thofe young 
Men expofe theipfelves to the Contempt and Ridicule 
«f their Seniors, who having feen little or nothing of 
the World, are continually (hutting out by open 

. Mouths and clofed Ears all Poffibility of Inftruaion, 
and making vain the principal End of Converfation, 
which is Improvement ! A filent young Man makes 

' generally a wife old one, and never faUs of being re- 
^^r^' oy the beft and moft prudent Men. When 
therefore you come among Straligers, hear every one 
ipeak before you deliver your own Sentiments ; by this 
Means you will judge of the Merit and Capacities of 
your Company, and avoid expofing yourfelf^ as I have 
known many do, by (hootine out hafty and inconfide* 
rate Bolts, which they would have been glad to recall ; 
when perhaps a filent Genius in Company has burft out- 
upon them with fuch Obfervations a§ have ftruck Con- 
fcioufnefs and Shame into the forward Speaker, if he 
has not been quite infenfible of inward Reproach. 

I luve thrown together, as they occurred, a few 
Thoughts, which may fufEce for the prefent, to (hew 
my Care and Concern for your Welfare. I hope you 
will conftantly, from Time to Time, communicate to 
me wl\3tever you may think worthy of my Notice, or 

. in which my Advice may be of Ufe to you ; for 1 have 

.no Pleafure in this Life equal to tfiat which the Happi- 
nefs of my Children gives me. Aftd of jthis you may 
be affuredi for I am, and ever nJuft be. 

Your affedionate Father. 

L E T- 
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LETTER . XXXVII. 

•7i an intimate Acquaintance to borrow Money. 

PRAY favour m^, Charles, with twenty GuineaSf 
by the Bearer, who is my Servant. I have imme- 
diate Occafion ; but will repay it again whenever you 
pleafe to make a Demand. This Letter will anfwer all 
the.Purpofes of a Note: From your obliged humble 
Servant, Richard Rolt. 

: -«ji — ,. 

L E T t E R XXXVIIL 

To an Acquaintance^ to borrow a Sum of Money for i$ 

little Time. 

Dear Sir, 

IF it be quite convenient and agreeable to you, 111 
beg the Favour of you to lend me. fifty Pounds for 
the Space of three Months prjecifely: Any Security that 
you Ihall require, afci I can give, you may freely afk. 
A lefs Time would not fuit me; a longet, you may 
depend on it, I (hall not defire. Your Anfwer will 
oblige. Sir,, your very humble Servant, 

John Robinson, 

*— » 

LETTER XXXIX. 

Am Anfiver to the foregoing. 

Dear Sir, 

ANY Thing m my Power is always very much at 
your Servrcet the Sum you mention I have now 
by me, and caft .very conveniently fpare it for the Time 
you fix, and you arc ftioft heartily welcome to it: Any 
Hour that you.fliali appoint To-morrow 1*11 be feady'> • 
and am, with the greateft Sincerity, 

Your afFedionate Fiieivd and Wxv^^'^^xH'i.vvX.v 
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LET T E R XL. 

^i/J J , in artfwer to Mrs. , making an Jpology 

for not anfwering her Letter fooner. 

Madam, 

TIS paying you but an ill Compliment, to let 
one of the moft entertaining Letters I've met 
with for fome Years, remain fo long unacknowledged. 
But when I inform you I have had a Houfe full of Stran- 

fers almoft ever fmce, who have taken up all my Time, 
am fure you'll excuie, if not pity me. *' Who fleals 
•* my Purfe, fteals Trafli; 'twas mine, 'tis his, and 
" has been Slave to Thoufands : But he who filches 
** from me- my precious Moments, robs me of that 
" which not enriches him, but makes me poor ia- 
•^ deed." 'Tis owing to this Want, I fhould not fay 
Lofs of Time, (for thfe Hours have not paffed by unim* 
proved or unentertaining) that I have not been able to 
tell you fooner how much I envy that Leifure and Re- 
tirement, of which you make fuch admirable Ufe. 
There 'tis the Mind unbends and enlarges itfelf ; drops 
ofF the Forms and Incumbrances of this World, (which, 
like Garments trailed about for State," as fome Author 
has it, only hinder our Motion) and feizes and enjoys 
the Liberty it was born to. O when (ball I fee my little 
Farm ! That calm Recefs, low in the Vale of Ob- 
fcurity, my Imagination fo often paints to me ! You 
know I am always in Raptures about the Country; but 
your Defcription of Richmond is enough to intoxicate 
the foandeft- Head. 

A(Meu ! I am interrupted and in Hade, fo obliged to 
conclude, 

Your.'s, &c. 

LETTER XLL 

Mifs J to Mifs Lovelace, on the prefent LetUr-Wri^ 

ierSf and her Opinion of a well'Wrote Letter. 

WANT of Time, is, I think, the general Com- 
plaint of all Letter- Writers j and your's in 
Hade, concludes Wit, Buftne^s, evex^j TVv\tv^, Foe 
LT own Part my whole LifS is Vm\e mot^ vYi^tv^.^^^^^- 
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tual Hurry of doing Nothing 5 and, I think, I never 
had more Bufinefs of that Sort upon my Hands than 
now. But as I can generally find Time to do any 
Thing I have a Mind to do, fo can always contrive to 
be at Leifure to pay my Refpeds to Mils L, 

But the moft univerfal Complaint among Scribblers 
of my Rank, is. Want of Senfe. Thefe generally be- 
gin with an Apology for their long Silence, and end 
with that moving Petition, excufe this Nonfenfe. This 
is modcft, indeed ; but though I am cxceffive good- 
natured, Vm refolved for the future not to pardon it 
entirely in any one but myfelf. 

I have often thought there never was a Letter wrote 
well, but what was wrote eafily ; and, if I had not 
fome private Reafons for being of a contrary Opinion 
at this l^ime, (hould conclude this to be a Mafter- 
Piece of the Kind, both in Eafincfs of Thought and 
Facility of Expreffion. And in this Eafinefs of Writ- 
ing (which Mr. Wycherly fays, is eafily wrote) me- 
thinks I excel even Mr. Pope himfelf ; who is often 
too elaborate and ornamental, even in fome of his beft 
Letters ; though it muft be confefled he out-does me in 
fome few Trifles of another Sort, fuch as Spirit, Tafte, 
and Senfe. But let me tell Mr. Pope, that Letters, like 
Beauties, may be over-dreft. There is a becoming Neg^- 
ligence in both 5 and if Mr. Pope could only contrive 
to write without a Genius, I don't know any one fo 
likely to hit off my Manner as himfelf. But he infifts 
upon it, that a Genius is as ncceffary towards Writing, 
as Straw towards making Bricks ; whereas 'tis noto- 
rious that the Ifraerites made Bricks without that Ma- 
terial as well as with. 

The Conclufion of the whole Matter is this, I never 
had more Inclination to write to you, and never fewer 
Materials at Hand to write with : Therefore have fled 
for Refuge to my old Companion, Dullnefs, who is«ver 
at Hand to aflift me ; and have made Ufe of all thofe 
genuine Expreflions of herfelf, which are included 
under the Notion of Want of Time, Want of Spirit, 
and, in ihort. Want of every Thin^.^ bviX n!^'^ twc^ 
unfeigned Regard for thatLaA^> 'wYi^femc>^^^^^'^^\ 
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LETTER XLII. 

. To Mtfs L — , in Jnfwer to her Defcriptton of VVindfor. 

YOUR Account of the Shades of Windfor, and 
your Invitation to' them, is equally pleafing and 
poetical. The iirft puts me in mind of the Elyfian 
Groves, where the great Souls of Antiquity repofe 
themfelves on Beds of Flowers to the Sound of immor- 
tal Lyres;, and there perhaps the Ghofts of departed 
Kings and Queens are ftill regaling themfelves with foft 
Mufic, and gliding about their antient Manfions in 
Frefco; and the latter, ^ of feme gentle Spirit, the 
departed Genius of fome Kf atd of Honour, (rather too 
plump for a Ghofi) who beckon^ ine into them. Vm 
impatient till I land in thofe calm^ Retreats, that Afy- 
ium from curt'fying and Cdinplim^nt, which I de- 
fpaired of arrivitlg at in this fubluharv State ; where, if 
one can but get into the Groupe, all DiftiniSlion ceafes; 
where, you lay, I may do any; Thing I have a mind to 
do, without Impeachment of my Breeding; a]\d where, 
difengaged from all the Forms^nd Incumbrances of this 
nether World, I am like to be in per£e(9: good Humour 
with myfelf, which, in mod other Places, would be 
reckoned exceffively rude. 

Little did I expedl to meet with you fo near the Seat 
of polite Education, much lefs in King's Palaces, ^nd 
among their honourable Womer^.-^ — -Tuefday, then, 
I fet out for the glorious Land, and the Genius that 
prefides over it, if nothing very amazing intervenes. 
.Many are my Thanks for your OiFer of a Servant to 
meet me ; but as I choofe to give you as little Trouble 
• as pofTible, (hall take an Equipage along with me, to kill 
the Dragons and. Monfters ia Maidenhead Thicket* 
Thefe Difficulties being overcoixTe, {hall lay my Spoils 
at your Feet, as Lady of the enchanted Caftle, and^ 
ever after remain, : Your, peaceful Servant, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER, XLIIL 

Mtfs J. to Mifs L. frotn an Inn on the Road^ ^i'^^ing an 

Account of her Journey. 

ALAS ! the Tranfition ! — ^From Ycfterday, Hen- 
rietta-Street, Mrs. L. and Mrs. -, to a nafty 

Inn, the officious Mrs. Mary, damp Sheets, and per- 
haps the Itch before Morning. Yet fay not I want 
Refolution ; never Virtue had more. Sick to Death, 
from the Moment you left me, Head- Ach beyond De- 
fcription, five Men and. two Women to connpliment my 
Way through in the Afternoon ; yet boldly • ruflied 
through them all, and took my Place in the Stage- 
Coach myfelf. After all, loft five Shillings Earneft by a 
Blunder, went in a wrong Coach at laft, and fuch a 
Morning! ■But thpn 1 had a worlhipful Society ! 

All filent and fick as mytf^lf ; for which I thanked my 
Stars ; for if they had fpoke, I had been murdered. 

Mrs. had almoft talked me into Non E?rfftcnce ' 

Yefterday Morning ; and I had been totally annihilated, 
if you had not come in and reftored me to my Identity. 
Pray tell her this in Revenge for my Head-Ach. 

AH our Friends that we took yp in the Morning, we 
dropt gradually one by one, as we do when we fet out 
upon the Journey of Life; and now I've only a young 
Student of Oxford to firiilh the Evening of my Day 
with, and prepare for the grand Events of To-morrow. 
I havejuft been eating a boiled Chicken with him^ and 
talking about Homer and Madam Roland j and am now 
retiring with Mrs. Mary to my Bedchamber, whom 
I fhall difmifs with her warming-Pan in a Monient. 
If you do not permit me to pour out the prefent Set of 
Ideas upon all this Paper, J am inconfolable; for I've no 
Book, and was too abfent till how to think Ilhould 
want one. How fudden, and how capricious are the 
Tranfitions of this mortal Stage ! Pleafure and Pain 
are parted but by a fingle Moment. Windfor, Fern- 
Hill, Brook-Street, and your grey Gown, are no more; 
nor with Mr. Locke's Aflbciations can I aflbciate a fingle 

Idea of the paft with the prefent. Even Lady 

is defun<a. And yet (he might— But fti^ *v^ TvSi t^ss^^s 
Et dc MorCuis nil nifi bonum, -SjWSss 
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Whrfe Virtue (hines, or finks beneath 






This Effort of Poetry, and that Scrap of Latin, 
which I don't underftand, has focxhaufted all my For- 
ces, that I find myfelf gradually finking into the Arms 
of Sleep, and muft now refign to the gentle Power of 
J5rpams. 

Farewell-- and when^ like me^ opprej^ with Care^ *> 
Tou to your own Aquinum JhJl repair^ > 

To tqfte a Mouthful of Jweet Country Air ; j 

Be mindful ef your Friend, and fend me IPord 
tVhat joys your Fountains and cool Streams afford: 
Then to affift your Rhapfodies F II come f 
And add new Spirity when we /peak of Rome. 

Juvenal. 

LETTER XLIV. 

To Mifs L. on the Exprefjions and Compliments commonly 

made Uje of in Letters. 

. ^ I ^HE Money and Books came found as a Roach. 

JL Safe IS fo common an Expreflion, that I am tired 

ortelling People for ever, Things came fafe. We Ge- 

niufcs are forced to vary ourExpreilions, and invent new 

Terms, as well to fliew our furprifing Compafs of 

Thought, as our great Command of Language. This 

fometimes appears ftifF and afFefted to the common 

Clafs of Readers, or Hearers, who are apt to be out of 

their Element, upon hearing any new or unufual 

Sounds ; but our nicer Ears cannot always bear the fame 

Cadences. There's fomethine peculiar in the Make 

and StruSure of the auditory Nerve that requires Di- 

.verfification and Variety, as well as fome Skill in the 

.Apatomy of Language, to make an Imprefiion on it, 

.'wkbout 'wounding it. *Tis for this Rqafoo, when I aflt 

• Ia;Favour, fa Thing I feldom chufe to do) I always fe- 

^.^^tjic motl delicate Phrafes I am Miftrefs of; but in 

^Regard to Fdrms^ which moft ^^ojV- ^"^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^vvd 

:ii:fft;4flrfch their Frkads witl^>tV\rfcl\2ir}» ^<:.cw^\\^^^^ 
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my own Humour or Inclination preponderates. Of 
Confequence, when I come towards the End, or Pero- 
ration of a Letter, I fometimes communicate my Com* 
pliraents— fometimes defire they may be made known 
— or where there's a large Family, and of Confequence 
a Number of Civilities to be paid, the laconic Stile of 
— my Deferences as ufual, has fometimes fucceeded 
beyond my Expeftation. I'm fick of faying for ever, I 
beg my Compliments to fuch a one— But as I propofe 
foon to give yourLadyfiiip a particular DiiTertation upon 
Stile, and as I've many Flowers of Rhetoric yet incx- 
haufted, I (hall wind up the Words abovementioned 
into the Form of a Letter, and communicate all the 
Things I have to fay in the Poflfcript, 

LETTER XLV. 
From Mifs Jones to Lady 



XHE firft Letter from an abfent Friend is furely (;1?« 
mod agreeable Thing to mufe over in Nature, 
s from Hatfield revived in me thofe pleafing Re- 
membrances which not only enliven but expand the 
Heart; that very Heart, which, but the Moment be- 
fore, felt itfclf mightily Ihrtink and con traded a^.t St ' '. 
Thoughts of your Departure. Lady H. Beautletk 
partook of the Fleafure: The Moment (he faw your 

Hand, (he cried Half! and read it moft complacently 

over my Shoulder. 

'Tis to no Purpofe to tell you how much you are mif- 
fed by every Body that flayed in^Town ; now often I 
cafl rny Eyes up at your Dreffing-Room Windows, pt 
liow^ many People Pve run over in contemplating your 
Dining-Room Shutters. All I have to beg of you is, to 
write to me very often, to be mindful of your Healthy and 
to order John when I go to Town again, to tie uprtfni( 
Knocker. I could tell yoir many Stories of the fenfibJ^ 
Things J but of all the infenfible ones upon this Occafion^ 
your Lamp provoked me the moft. To fee that Creature, • 
when Pve gone by in the Evenings bmu Co^\^\.\\V^^-aKA 
with fo much Alaqrity, has put m^ o\iX o\ •^j^^-ax^^^^ 
To w^/jar Furpofe ihould he \\£V\1 u^ vcvxa ^^>iX^^*;^^ 
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now? Or who*d be obliged to him for his paultry 

Rays? 1 topk a contemplative Turn or two in 

your Df effing-Room once or twice ; but 'twas lb like 
walking over your Grave, that I could not bear to flay. 
— — Lady H. departed two Days after you ; and, in 
(hort, I lived to fee almoft every Body I loved go before 
me. So laft Saturday I made my own Exit, with equal 
Decency and Dignity ; that is, with a thorough Refigna- 
tion of the World I left, and an earneft Defire after that 
I am now enjoying wiih Lady Bowycr and Mifs Peggy 
Stonehoufe. I ffiall begin verging tovi^ards my laft 
Home, after having juft touched upon the Confines of 
Lady H. B's World, there to fubfide and be at Peace, 
where I fcall have nothing farther to hope fcr, but to 
meet with a Letter from you. 

•" I have implored St. Swithin in your Behalf ; but he 
either not hears me, or, to pay you a greater CompH* 
ment, weeps plentifully for your Abfencc. I fear you've 
had a terrible Journey ; for fcarce a Day. has pafTcd chat 
he has not flied many Tears . 

LETTER XLVL 

From a Trade/man to a Correfpondent^ requejiing thi Pay^ 

mtnt of a Sum of Money* 

SLR, 

A Very uncxpcflcd Demand that has been made on 
me for Money, which I was in Hopes of keepin|; 
longer in my Trade, obliges me to apply for your Af- 
fiftance of the Balance of the Account oetween us, or as 
inuch of it as you can fpare. When I have an Oppor- 
tunity to inform you of the Nature of this Demand, and 
the Neceffity of my difcharging it, you will readily excufe 
the Freedom I now take with you ; and as 'tis an Affair 
of fuch Confequencc to my Family, I know the Fiiend- 
(hip you bear me will induce you to ferve me eflfedlually^ 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient Servant, 

Robert Jones. 

l.tT- 
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LETTER XLVIL 

. Tie Jn/wer. 

SIR, 

IT gives me fingular Satisfaction, that I have it in my 
Power to anfwcr your Demand, and am able to ferve 
a Man I fo much efteem. The Balance of the Account 
is two hundred Pounds, for Half of which I have pro- 
cured a Bank Note, and for Security divided it, and fent 
one Half by the Carrier, as you defired, and have here 
enclofed the other. I wi(h you may furmount this and 
every other Difficulty that lies in the Road to Happinefs, 
and am. Sir, Your's finccrely, 

Richard Tompkins. 



LETTER XLVIII. 

To a Lady^ inviting htr int9 thi Country for tht Slimmer. . 

My dear Harriot, 

I Don't know whether I flatter my fclf with an Opinion 
of your fpeaking to me the other Day with an un- 
common Air of Friendlliip, or whether 1 am fo happy 
to hold that Place, of which I (hould be fo ambitious,' . 
in your Efteem. I thought you fpoke with Concern at 
our parting for the Summer, on our Family's retiriog 
into the Country. For Heaven's Sakci my Dear, 
what can yon do all the dull Seafon in London? • ■ 
Vauxhall is not for more than twice; and I think Ra- 
nelagh one would not fee above Half a Dozen Times in 
the Year. What is it then you find to entertain you in 
an empty Town for four or five Months together. I 
.would fain perfuade you not to be in Love with fo dif« 
agreeable a Place, and I have an Iptereft in it ; for I am 
a Petitioner to you to (lay this Summer with us, at lead 
I bee you will try. We go, my Dear, on Monday : 
Win you go with us ? For there is a Place in the 
Coach ; or will you come when we are fettled ? I am 
greatly of Opinion that it will pleafe you, I aip Aii^e I 
need not tell you we {hall do all we can to render it a- 
greeable, or that you will make us very happy in con* 
plying with the Invitation. 



S^ 
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You have not feen our Houfe ; but it is a very plea- 
fa nt one. There are fine Profpefls from the Park, and 
a River runs through the Garden; nor are w^e quite out 
of the Way of Entertainment. You know there is a 
greal Deal of Company about the Place ; and we have 
an Aflembly within a Mile of us. What fliall I fay elfe 
to tempt you to come? Why I will tell you, that you 
will make us all the happieft People in the World ; and 
that when you are tired you fhall not be teazed to ftay. 
Dear*Harriot, think of it j you will confer an Obliga- 
tion on her, who is, withr the trueft Refpe6t, 

Your afFeflionate Friend. 



LETTER XLIX. 

From a young Per/on in Trade to a Whole/ale Dealer y wha 
H^Jiiddenly made a Demand on him, 

SIR, 

YOUR Demand coming very unexpefledly, I 
muft confefs I am not prepared to anfwcr it. I 
know the ftated Credit in this Article ufed to be only 
four Months ; but as it has been a Cuftom to allow a 
moderate Time beyond this, and as this is only the Day 
of the old Time, 1 had not yet prepared myfelf. Sir, I 
beglyou will not fuppofe it is any Deficiency more than 
for the prefent, that occafions my defiring a little Time 
of you ; and I fhall not afk any more than is ufual a- 

, mong the Trade. If you will be pleafed to let your 
Servant call for one Half of the Sum this Day three 
Weeks, and the Remainder a Fortnight afterwards, it 
fliall be ready. ■ However, in the mean Time, I beg of 
you not to let any Word flip of this, becaufe a very lit- 
tle Thing hurts ^ young Beginner. Sir, you may take 
my Word with the greateft Safety, that I will pay you 
as I have mentioned; and if you have any particular 
Caufe for infifting on it fooner, be pleafed to let me 
know that I nfruft pay it.'arKl I will endeavour to bor- 

./ow the .Money 5 for if I want Credit with you, I can- 
"Inot fuppofe that J have loft it with all the World, not 
Jknowing what it is that can have given you thefe dif- 

liru/iful Thoughts concerning, 

Your Viumbk Servant. 
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LETTER L. 

The IVholeJale Dialer's Anfwer. 

SIR, * 

I A M very forry to prefs yoii, but if I had not Rea- 
fon I ihould not have called upon you. Ic is not 
out of any Difrefpeft to you that I have made the De- 
niand, but we have fo many LofTes that it is fit we 
(hould take Care. However, there is fo much feeming ^^^ 
Franknefs and Sincerity in your Letter, that I Ihall de- ^^ 
fire Leave firft to a(k you whether you have any Deal- 
ing with an Ufurer in Bread -Street, and, if you pleafe, 
what is his Name ? Until you have given me the Sa- 
tisfaction on this Head, I (hall not any further urge the 
Demand I have made upon you'; but as this may be 
done at once, I defire your Anfwer by the Bearer, whom 
you well know; for he was, as he informs me, very 
lately your Servant. 

I afliire you. Sir, it is in Confideration of the great 
Opinion i have of your Honour, that 1 refer the De- 
. mand I have made to this Queftion ; for it is ftot cufto- 
mary, and is fuppofed not to be fair or prudent, to men- 
tion our Reafons on thefe Occafions. If this is clearcd'-^*' 
up to me. Sir, as I wife, but I fear it cannot be, I (ball ' 
make no Scruple of the Time you mentioned. I beg 
your Anfwer without Delay, and am fincerelv. 

Your Friend and Well-wifeer. 

• '^ - 

L E T T E R LI. 

From a young Per/on jujl out of his Jpprenticejhipt to a Re* 
lationy requejling him to lend him a Sum of Money, 

J SIR, 

I Can remember nothing but Kindnefs from you to our 
unhappy Family ever fince my Infancy ; and I flat- 
ter myfelf that I have n«t been guilty of any Thing 
that ought to exclude me in particular from your Fa* 
vour, provided you retain the fame kind Thoughts to- 
wards me. I may be miftaken in what I imagine far- 
ther, but I have always thought you had no fmall Hand 
in putting me out; for I think my FatK^^ cQ>\\5i \Na\- 
have Commmdtd fuch a Sum ot ^QXi^^j » w&w^xax^^ 
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b Affiftance of ^fomejetierous Friend, and I can think of 
none but you. 'If this be the C^e, Sir, I may be the 
more albamed to write to you upon the prefent Occafi- 
on, fince it is Ingratitude to make one Benefit the Caufe 
of alking others : But I will venture to fayin my own 
Favour, that I think my Behaviour in the Time I have 
been with my Mafter, will not make againft me in the 
Application. If I aik what to you (hould feem impro- 
per, all that I farther requeft is to be par(joned. 

Sir, I have- at prefent before me? the Rrofpedl of being 
a Journeyman of a fmall Salary, and juft getting Bread, 
and that of lieing a Mader in ooeof the mod advanta- 
cppus Trades that ran be thought of: And this is the 
Time of fixi^js: myfelf in one Situation or the other. 
I am fenfibl-e, oir, yoii will fee the Defign of this Let- 
ter, becaufe the becoming a fi^after cannot be done 
without Money, and I have noijvhere to apply for fuch 
an Affiftartcc but to your Favour : A moderate Sum, 
Sir, will aofweptb.e Purpofe"; ^nd. I think I am fo well 
acquainted with*the Trade,, as to be able foon to repay 
it; at leaft, 1 ani- lure I can take Care that the Value of 
It fhall be alviays kept in Stock, fo that there can be no 
Rifk to lofe ntyjf^Patt of it. I have made the Compu- 
tation, and ^ith 2c^l. carefully laid out, 1 can make 
all the Shew that is neceflciry, and have all Convenien- 
cies about tijie. If you will be fo generous, Sir, to com- 
plete the G^od^iefs you haiHf already begun, by lending 
vat this Sum, there is nothing fhall tempt me to endan- 
ger your lofing' any Part of it j rior {hall any Thing ever 
make me forget the Obligation; 

I am. Sir, your mofl obliged, and 

/)oit obedient humble Servant, I. 6. 

/ . ■ * 
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LETTERS of Couxtfliip and I^arriage. 



LETTER L ■ ^ 

From a young Perfon in Bujint/s to a Gentkma% dejiring 
Leave to waii on his Daaghtin . 

SIR, 

IHO PE the Juflnefs of^ my Intentiorii will excufe 
the Freedom of this Letter, whereby I am to ac- 
quaint you of the AfFeftion and Efteena I Ka'^e for your 
Daughter. I would not, Sir, offer, at any iftdire£l Ad- 
drefs, that fliould have the leaft Appearance of Incon- 
fiftency with her Duty to you, and off honourable 
Views to her; choofing,by your Influen^. Ff 1 may 
approve myfelf to you worthy df that Honoifft'-to com- 
mend myfelf to her Approbation. You are no^ irtfen- 
fiblc, Sir, by the Credit I have hitherto prefervfed irt the 
World, of my Abilityj. by God's BlefEng; to make her 
happy ; and this the rather emboldens me to requeft the 
Favour of an Evening's Converfation with you, at your 
firft Convenience, when I will more (\x\W explain my- 
felf, 'as I earneftly hope, to your Satisfa^o/i, and takie 
my Encouragement, or Difcoura^ementi, from your 
own Mouth. . I am, Sir, in the mean ^^luM^Cy with great 



Rcfpea, 



Your mod; obedient humbU^SctN^x^. 



V.^'^- 
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vrith the utmoft Good-Nature and Condefcenfionf and 
has all along endeavoured to make my Service more eafy 
and advantageous to me than F could reafonably exped. 
On the other Hand, as a grateful Acknowledgment of 
her Favours, I have made her Intereft my whole Study 
and Delight. My courteous Deportment tQ wards the 
young Ladies, and my conftant Care to oblige my Go- 
vernefs, have not only gained me the Love and tfteem 
of the whole Houfe, but young Mr, Byron, the Dan- 
cing-Mafter who attends our School weekly, has caft ^ 
favourable Eye upon me fome Time, and has lately 
made me fuch Overtures of Marriage, as are, in my 
own Opinion, worthy of my Attention. However, 
notwithuanding he is a great Favourite of Mrs. Pru- 
dence, a Man of unblemilhed Charader, and very ex- 
tenfive Bufmefs, I thought it would be an Aft of the 
higheft Ingratitude, to fo indulgent a Parent as you have 
been to me, to conceal from you an Affair wherein my 
future Happinefs or Mifery, muft fo greatly depend^ 
As to his Perfon, Age, and Temper, I muft own, Ma^^- 
dam, with a Blufli, that they are all perfedlly agree- 
able; and I {bould think myielf very happy, (hould you 
countenance his Addrefles. 1 flatter myfelf however, 
that I have fo much Command of my own Paflions, as 
in Duty to be diredled in fo mpmen,tous an AfFair by 
your fupcriour Judgment. Your fpeedy Anfwer there- 
fore will be looked upon as an additional Act of fndul« 
gence (hewn to, Your moft dutiful Daughter. 



L E T T E R ly. ^ 

Thi Mother* s Anfwer to thejoregoing. 

Dear Daughter, 

I Received yours in regard to the Overtures of Mar- 
riage made you by Mr. Byron, and as that is a very 
weighty AfFair, I fhall return to London as f«on as pof^ 
,^ fible, in order to make all due Enquiries. And in Cafe 
I find no juft Grounds for Exceptions to the Mao, I 
:■ have noi^e to his Occupation i fince 'tis fiiit4ble enough/ 
to that State of Life for which you feem to have ^"^- 
ml^ur Tafte. However, though \ ftvoxA^ t€\ci\^^ v^ ^«.^ 
yoix fettled to your SatisfaaVou ^vA K^H^^^^.^^^^ •sn.'^^^ 
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i tho' you feem to entertain a very favourable Opinion' of 

his Honour and Abilities to maintain you in a very 

decent Manner;, yet I would have you weigh well the 

momentous Matter in {Debate : Don't be too bafty, my 

I Dear ; confider, all i& pot Gold that glitters : Men are 

too often falfe and perfidious ; promife fair, and yet, at 

the fame Time, aim at nothing more than the Gratifi* 

cation of their unruly Defires. I don't fay that Mr. 

Byron has any fuch difhonoufable Intentions* and I 

, hope he has not, for which Reafon I would only have 

' you 2lQ. with Difcretion and Referve ; give him neither 

i too great Hopes of Succefs, nor an abfolute Denial to 

I put him in Defpair. All that you have to fay till vou 

i iee me is this, that you have no Averfion to his Perfon; 

f but that you arc determined to be wholly direfted by 

.' your Mother in an Affair of foierious a Concern. This 

^ will naturally induce him te make his Application to me 

> on my fiift Arrival; and you may depend upon it, no 

Care (hall be wanting on my Side to promote your fu* 

ture Happinefs and Advantage. I am. 

Dear Daughter^ your truly affedionate Mother. 



I 



LETTER V. i/%£^: 



'^ -^ i^ 



Ayounj^ Ladys Anfwer ia a Gefitlevian*s Letter., who pre^ 
fej/es an Avirjuin to the tedious Fo7'ms of Courtftiip. 

SIR, 

I A M no more fond of the fafhionable Modes of 
Courtfliip than yourfelf, Plain Dealing I own is 
bell ; but methinks common Decency fliould aUxdrj^ be 
prefcTved. > » 

There* is fomething fo peculiar and wbimfical in your 

Manner of Expieflion, tliat 1 am abfolutely at a Lofs to 

determine whether you are really ferious, or only write 

for your own Amulcment. When you explain yourfelf 

in more intellij^iblc Ternis, I fiiail be better able to 

form a Judgment of your Pailion, r.nd morq capable of 

returning you a proper Anrwer, What Influence y^^r 

future AddrcSes may have jvcr rae 1 c.ai\v\Qt fay ; but to 

be free with you, your firl\ AlUreiv^v Vvj.^ vcv-^^^^ ^^^?^ 

PrcOioii on riic'-Hcjit of, ;. -> ^V^\ ^i 
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LETTER VI. 

T'he Lady^s Reply to another Letter fromihe fame Gentkman^ 
wherein he more explicitly avows his P/jJiottn 

SIR, sC ■ 

SINCE neither of us, I perceive, is over-fond of 
fquandering our Time away in idle, unnieaninjC 
Compliments, 1 think proper to inforqr you, in direft 
Terms, that the Difpofal of my Pcrfon is not altogether 
in my own Power; and that notwithftanding my rathcc 
and Mother are both deceafed, yet I tranfad no iingle 
AlFair of any Moment, without confulting Sir Orlando 
Wifeman, of Lincohi's Inn, who is my Counfel upon aU 
Occafions, and is a Gentleman, as I conceive, of the 
flricted Honour and Honefty, and one on whofe Judgr . 
mcnc I can fafely rely^' I'll be fo fair and juft toyou* 
as freely to acknowledge, that I have no Objedlion to 
your Perlbn : If therefore you think proper to wait on 
him with your Propofals, and I find that he approvcc 
them, I (hall afl without any mental Refervation, and. 
be very apt to encourage a Pai&on, that I imagine to bcf. 
both honourable and uncere. 

I am, Sir, your humbk Servant. 



LETTER Vir. , 

From an Aunt to her Nephew^ 'who had cornplained of ill 

Succefs in his Addrejfes^ 

Dear Ncpheiv, 

I Received your doleful Ditty, iri regard to your ill 
Succefs in your late Love Advcajtlirc with Mifs 
Snow. No Marble Monument was ever Mlf fo cold 
or Veftal Virgin half fo coy ! Siie turns a deaf Ear, it 
fcems, to your moft ardent Vows ! And what of all 
that? By your own Account it appears,. {be has given 
you no flat Denial ; neither has (he perei^ptorily forbid 
your Vifits. Really, Nephew. I tlv^ght a young Gen- 
.tletn^Q.of your good Senfe and Pcoetradbn, fliould be 
better Iftr^d in the Arts of Ix)ve^ itejBXv^V^^ ^-k^ ^s'^ 
k\\ zimt^, and qu\t tt\e ¥\€^4 w^ «n^ ^^^^^; 
pu»fe npbu (hould conMet, xVi^.\«Bvei«tv^<*^^^^^^: 
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ty, but a veiy accomplifhed Lady. You muft furely be 
very vain to imagine, that one of her Education, good 
Sjejifei and real Merit, (hould fall an eafy ViStim into 
^bur Arm9. Her AiFedions muft be gradually engag- 
ed ; fbe' looks upon Matrimony as a very ferious Af- 
fair, and will never ^ive Way, 1 am fully perfuaded, to 
ihe Violence of an ill-grounded Paffion. For Shame, 
Nephew, fhake ofF that unbecoming Bafhfulnefs, and 
ihew yourfelf a Man. Lovers, like Soldiers, fhould 
etodurc Fatigues* Be advifed : ReneW the Attack with 
itooUe Vieour ; for fhe's a Lady worth your Conqueft* 
Tbe Re? oTution of a Day (as tne ingenious Mr. Kowe 
has it) may bring fuch Turns as Heaven itfelf could 
fcarce have promiTed. Chear up, dear Nephew, under 
Aat Thought? When I hear from you again, a few 
Wetks hence, I am not without Hopes, if you will fol- 
low my Advice, of your carryir^ the Siege, and mak- 
ing her comply with your own Terms of Accommoda- 
ftfm. In the mean Time depend . upon it, no Stone 
AM be left unturned on my Parr, that may any Ways 
contribute towards your good Succefs, as I cannot, with- 
out Injufticeto the Lady, but approve your Choice. 

I am, your afFe6lionate Aunt. 

LETTER VIIL 

Frmt a Daughter to a Father^ wherein fl)e dutifully expo f^ 
tulates againft a Match he bad propofed to ber^ iviih a 
Gentleman much older than terfelf. 

Honoured Sir, 

THO' your InjunSions fhould prove diametrically 
oppofite to my own fecret Inclinations, yet I am 
not infenlible, that the Duty which I owe you binds me 
to comply with them. Befides, 1 fliould be very un- 
grateful, fliould I prefume, in any Point whatever, con- 
Sdering your numberlefs A(9:s of parental Indulgencies 
towards me, to conteft your Will and Pieafure. The' 
t'le Confequences thereof fhould prove never fo fatal, I 
Am determmed to be all Obedience, in Cafe what I have 
to oti^c in my oyNVi Defence ihould have no Influence 
€)ver you,or be thought an infufficki\X.'?\t2L^ck\t£\^ Kn^v* 
^ffi^ to a Msitch, which, unViap|^V\v fotxsv^^^Q^i^^^^'ww 
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to approve of. *Tis very poffiMe» Sir, the Gentleman 
you recommend to my Choice, may be poflefled of all 
that Subfttnce, and all thofe good Qualities, that bia» 
you fo ftrongly in bis Favour ; but*be not angry, dear 
Sir, when I remind you, that there is a vaft Difproportioii 
in our Years. A Lady, of more Experience and df a 
more advanced Age, would, in my humble Opinion^' 
be a much fitter Help-Mate for him. To be ingenuous 
(permit me, good Sir, to fpeak th6 Sentiments of my 
Heart without Referve for once) a Man, almoft in hit 
grand Clima£terick, can never be an agreeable compa- 
nion for me ; nor can the natural Gaiety of my Tem« 
per, which has hitherto been indulged by yourfelf in 
every innocent Amufement, be over-agreeable to hioi^ 
Though his Fondnefs at firft may connive at the Ikths 
Freedoms I (hall be apt to take ; yet as foon as the Edgcf • 
of his Appetite ihall be abated, he'll grow jealous, and for 
ever torment me without a Caufe. I fhall be de^red 
of every Diverfion fuitable to my Years, tho* h^»er fo 
barmleis and inofFenfive; permitted to fee no Company^ 
hurried down perhaps to fome melancholy rural Recefts 
and there, like my Lady Grace in the Play, fit penfivo 
and alonet under a ereen Tree. Your long experimir 
ced Goodnefs, and that tender Regard, which you have 
always exprefled for my Eafe and Satisf^«3:ion, encou^ 
rajge me thus freely to expodulate with you on ah A^ir 
offo great Importance. If, however, after all, yen 
(hall judge the Inequality of our Age an infufficient 
Plea in my Favour, and that Want of Affeftion for a 
Hufband, is but a Trifle, v/herc there i3 a large Fortune 
and a Coach and Six to throw into the Scale; if, in 
(hort, you Ihall lay your pereenotor]^ Convxuinds uponr 
toe to tefiCT up all my real liappinefe and Peace ci 
Mind for the Vanity of living in Pomp and Grandeu^^ 
I am ready to fubmit to your kiperior Judgment. Give 
me Leave, however, to obferve, that 'tis impoffible foe 
me ever to love the Man into whofe Arms I am to be 
thrown, and that my Compliance with fo detefted a 
Propofition, is nothing more than the Refult of the moft 
inviolable Duty to a Father, wVvo tv^^^x Tsv-a^^^^OkK^Ss^ 
Attempt before to thwart tYveltvoWTv^xxotv^ o\* 



^» 
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LETTER IX. 

From ayfiung Lady to a Gentleman that courted her ^ whcm 
• ft>f could not like, but was forced by her Parents to receive 
his VifttSy and think of none elftfor her Hujband, 

SIR, 

IT is a very ill Return which I make to the RefpeiEl 
you have for me, when I acknowledge to you, that 
tbo' the Day of oui Marriage is appointed, I am inca- 
pable of loving you. You may have obferved, in the 
long Converfations wc have had at thofc Times that we 
were left together, that fome Secret hung upon my 
j^illd* I was conftrained to an ambiguous Behaviour, 
aim durft not reveal myfelf further, becaufe my Mother, 
from a Clofet near the Place where we fat, could both 
here and fee our Converfation* I have ftridl Commands 
from both my Parents to receive you, and am undone 
for ever, except you will be fo kind and generous as to 
/cfafe me. Confider, Sir, the Mifery of beftowing 
yourfelf upon one who can have no Profpeft of Happi- 
xicfs but froni yojur Death. This is a Confeffion made 
perhaps with .ah.^bj8fenfive Sincerity; but that Conduft 
J8 much to be preferfed tdf^fecret Diflike, which could 
»ot but pall: all th^e Sweets i)f Life, by impofing on you 
a Companion that dpats an^ languifties for another. I 
"U^ill not go To far as tp fay :iiiy :raflion for the Gentle- 
man, whofe.iWife I am by Proifnife, would lead me to 
any Thing criminal acainft your Honour. I know it is 
dreadful et)qi^h to a Man of your Senfe to expe£l no- 
thing but fofccil Civilities in Return for your tender En- 
dearments, aiid cold Eftcem for undeferved Love. If 
fou will, on this Occafion, let Reafon take Place of 
^afiion, I doubt -noti but Fate has in Store for you fome 
worthier Objei| oT your AfFcSion, in Recompence fcr 
your Gpodnefs^tb the only Woman that could be infen- 
aWe of youf Merit. I am^ 

Sir, joAjrmoft humble Servant, M. H. 
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LETTER X. 

From a young Lady to a Gentleman who courts her 9 ana 
whom Jhfi fufpeSis of Infidelity. 

SIR, 

THE Freedom and Sincerity with which I have at 
all Times laid open my Heart to you, ought to 
have fome Weight in my Claim to a Return of the 
fame Confidence ; but I have Reafon to fear that tlve 
bed of Men do not always ad as they ought. I write 
to you what it would be impoflible to fpeak ; but, be- 
fore I fee you, I defire you will either explain yoUr 
Condudt laft Night, or confefs that you have ufedme. 
not as I have deferved of you. 

. it is in vain to deny that you took Pains to recommend 
yourfelf to Mifs Peacock j your Earneftnefs of Difcourfe 
V ihewed me that you were no Stranger to her. I defire 
^jto-know, Sir, what Sort of Acquaintance you can wiffah 
^'^to have with another Perfon of Chara<£^er, after making 
me believe that you wifhed to be married to me. I write 
very plainly to you, becaufe I exped a plain Anfwer. I' 
am not apt to be fufpicious, but this was top particular, 
and I mufl be either blind or. indifFecent^tp overlook it. • 
Sir, I am neither; though perhaps jt wcSaM'be better 
for me if I were one or the other. 

I am your*,^ &c- 



L £ T T E R XI. 

From a,Gintliman engaged to a Lady^ who bad heenfien. 
talking to another^ in anfwer to tbefarigaing. 

My deareft Jenny, 

WHAT can have put it into your Thoughts' to be 
fufpicious of me, whofe Heart and Soul you know 
arc truly yours, and whofe whole Thoughts and Wifhes ' 
arc but on you ? Sweet Quarreller, you know this r 
What Afternoon have I fpent from you ? Or who did ■ 
you ever fee me fpeak to without DiflaftCr, wlien it pre- 
vented nry talking with you? - - *. ■' 

You know how often you havecaatioaed««.^<5A.\ft 
jjpeak to you before your \3t\c\^\ 2xv^xw0i«v^"«'^'^^^*^^ 
there, ^ut you do v»e\l loabufcTOa WN^^Vc^'^*^^^ 

¥ 4" ■ * 
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dient to your Comtn^ds ; for I promife you, you fhalt 
never get any other CauTe* 1 thought it moft prudent 
t*'^ /ten fitting with Aftother, when it was itty Bufi- 
tiefs not fo much as to look at you. Mifs Peacock is a 
rery old Acquaintance : She knows my perfefi Devo- 
tion to you» and (he very vi^ell knew all that Civility and 
farneftnefs of Difcourfe about nothing* was pretended. 
I write to you before I come, becaufe' you commanded 
me ; but I will make you alk my Pardon in a feW Mi- 
nutes for robbing me of thbfe few which might have 
been pafTed with you, and which it has taken to write 
this Letter. My fweeteft Quarreller* I am coming to 
you. After this never doubt but that i am, . 

Your's moft truly* 

LETTER Xn. 

Frdm a Gentleman U a Lady wham he accufis of Inc^n^ 

Jiancy. 
Madam, 

YOU muft not be furprifed at a Letter in the Place 
of a Vifit, from one who cannot but have Reafon 

' to believe it may eafily be as welcome as his Company. 
You (faould not fuppofe, if Lovers have teft ihetv 
Sighti that their Senfes are all baniOied : And if I re- 
fafe to believe my Eyes, when they (hew me yourln- 
conftancy, you muft not wonder that I cannot flop my 
Ears agamft the Accounts of it. Pray let us underftand 
one another properly ; for I am afraid we are deceiving 
©uffelves alj'this while : Am I a Perfoh t^h6A y6a feN 
teem, whofe Fortune you do not def^ife, arrd whbfe Pre- 
tenfions you encourage ; or am I a troubltfbitiiS C^k- 
cprtib, who fancies myfelf particularly receivird iy t 
Woman who only laughs at me ? If I am the latter, fou 
treat me as I de^rve \ and I ought to join with you iff 
faying that I deferve it : But if it be otherwilt, and yOa 
receive me» as I think you do, as a Perfen ypu lAttifd 
to marry, for it is bed to be plain on thefe Occaftofis, 
for Heaven's Sake» what i^ the Meaning of that ufiU 
verfdl Coquetry in public, where every Fool flatters 
vou^ and you are pleafed with tVve m^^tv^ft. ol >^\^sfv ^ 

A/Jd what can be the Meaning l\\a!l\wn\xsM^ ^oVv^.^ 



-.» 
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Night in particular was an Hoiir^ with Mr. Mailow, 
and are fo wherever you mett him if I am not in Coillr 

Fany ? Both of us. Madam* you cannot think of ; and 
ihould be forry to imaeine» that when I had given you 
my Heart fo entirely, lihared yours with any-bod'y. 

I have faid a great deal too much to you, and vet I 
am tempted to. fay more; but I (hall be filent. ibee 
you will anfwef thi^, and I think I have a Right to ex* 
pe£t that you do it generoufly and fairly. Do not mil^ 
take what is the Effcfl of the Diftfaftion of my Hearty 
for Want of Refpeft to you. While I write this, I doat 
upon you, but I cannot bear to be deceived where all 
my Happinefs is centered. 

Your moft unhappy. 

LETTER XIII. 

From a Lady to her Lover^ who fufpe£fed her of receiving 
the Addrejfei of another. In Anfwer to the above. 

SIR, 

IF I did not make all the Allowances you defire in the 
End of your Letter, I (hould not anfwer yeu at all* 
But althou^ I am really unhappy to find you zxt &« 
and the more to find myfelf to be the Occafion» I caa 
hardly impute the Unkindnefs and Incivility of your 
Letter to the finglc Caufe you would hafvc me. How- 
ever, as I would not be fufpeded of any Thing that 
ihould juftify fuch Treatment from you, I think it n^^- 
ceHary to inform you, that what you have heard has no 
more Foundation than what you have fcen : However. 
I wonder that other Eyes fhould not be as eafily alarmel 
as yours ; for inftead of being blind, believe me. Sir, 
you fee more than there is. rerhaps, however^ their 
riight may be as much (harpened by unprovoked Malice 
as yours by undefervcd Sufpicion. 

Whatever may be the End of this Difpute, for I da 
not think fo lightly of Lovers Quarrels as mrany do^ I 
think proper to inform you, that 1 never have thought 
favourably of any one but yourfelf ; and I (Kail ^d^ . 
that if the Fznh of your Ttw\p^T^ >n\C\Ocv\ v>\^sL^\>^2S«. 
fufpcHcd, Biould make me few N^^ai \a<^ tsv\a5^V:> ^«w«^^;; 
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you will not fee me in that State with any other ; nor 
courted by any Man in the World. 

I did not know that the Gaiety of my Temper gave 
you Uneafinefs i and you ought to have told me of it 

ural 

^ ^- get 

.known it was difagreeable to you. I ought to refent 
this Treatment more than I do, but do not infult my 
Weaknefs on that Head ; for a Fault of that Kind would 
want the Excufe this has for my Pardon, and might not 
be fo eafily overlooked, though I (hould wUh to do it. I 
Ihould fay, I will not fee you To-Day, but you have an 
Advocate that pleads for you much better than you d» 
for yourfelf. I defirc you will firft look carefully over 
this Letter, for my whole Heart is in it, and then come 
or not, as you pleaie. Yours, &c. 

LETTER XJV. 

From ayaung Tradefmanjp a Lady be had fan in Public. 

. Madam, 

PERHAPS you will not be furprifed to receive a Let- 
ter from a Perfon who is unknowrt to you, when you 
•fefledt how likely fo charming a Face may be to create 
Impertinence ; and I pejpfuade myfelf that when you re- 
:inember where you fat laft Night at tWe Play-Houfe, you 
will. not need to be told this comes from the Perfon who 
.was juft before you. 

In the firft Place, Madam, I aik Pardon for the Li- 
iberty I then took of looking at ycu, and foe the greater 
X'iberty I now take in writing to you: But. after 
this, I beg Leave to fay that my Thoughts are honour- 
able, and to inform you who I am ; I mall not pretend 
to be any belter. I keep a Shop, Madam, in Henrietta- 
Street, and though but two Years in Trade, I have to- 
lerable Cuftom. I do not doubt but it will increafe, 
and I (hall be able to do fomethine for a Family. If 
your J/JcJinations are not engaged, I (hould be very 
proud of the Honour of wamhg ovv ^<i\i\ ^vid Ici the 
mean Time if you plcafe to ddvc^ «.t^^ "Sw^A \ji ^^ 
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my CharaSer in the Neighbourhood, I believe it will 

inft^ 
adam, your moft humble Servant. 



not prejudice you againft^ 



L E TT E R XV. 
From a Relation of the Lady^ in Anfwtr to tbi ahovi, 

SIR, 

THERE has come into my Hands a Letter which 
you wrote to Mifs Maria Stebbing ; {he is a Re- 
lation of mine» and is a very good Girl; and I dare fay 
you will not think the woife of her in confulting her • 
Friends in fuch an Affair as that you wrote about : Be- 
fides, a Woman could not well anfwer fuch a Letter her- 
felf, unlefs ir was with a full Refufal, and that (hewould 
have been wrong to have done until (he knew fomething 
of the Perfon that wrote* it, as wrong as to have encou- 
raged him. 

I ou feem very finc?ere and open in your Defigns; and 
as you gave Permiffion to enquire tibout you among 
your Neighbours, I being her neareft Friend, did that 
for her. I have heard a very^ood Account of you ; 
and from rII that I fee, you may be very fuitable for 6i\€ 
another. She has fome Fortune, and 1 (hall tell you 
farther, that fbe fook Notice of you at the Play, and 
does not feem perfeSly averfe to feeing you in the Pre- 
fence of 

Your humble Servant, A. H, 

LETTER XVL 

From a Lover wh9 had Caufe of Dijpfeafure^ and deter^ * 
Jkifies never to fee the Lady dgain* 

Madam, ^ . : . 

THExE was a Time when if any one (bould have 
tgld me that I fhould ever have written to you 
fuch a Letter as I am now writing, I would as foon have 
believed that the Earth would have burft afunder, or 
that I (hould fee Stars falling to the Ground>'or Tiees- 
and Mountains arifing to the Heavens, But there is no-, 
thing too ftrange to happen; Ovv^i T\^\\\'^^w\^.V«h«:. 
appeared yet more impoffi^k Xha^w m^ ^^ivCx^^^S^*^"^ 
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ihy that jrou (hould have given me the Caufe to have 
written it, and yet that has happened. 

The Purpofe of this is to tell fou. Madam, that I 
fhall never wait on you again. You will truly know 
what I make myfelffufFer when I impofe this Command 
upon my own Heart > but I would fiot tell you of k, if 
it yrer^ not too much determined fot me to hate it Pof- 
iibilitjT of changing my Refolution. 

It gives me fame Pleafure. that you wUl feel no Un* 
ealinefs for this, though I &ould alfo have been very 
^iverfe fome Time ago even to have imagined that ; but 
you know where to employ that Attention^ of which I 
am not worthy the Whole, and with a Part I iball not 
be contented. I was a Witnefs, Madam, Vefterday td 
your Behaviour to Mr. Henly. I had often bjeen told of 
this, but I have refufed to liften to it. I fiippofed your 
Heart no more capable of Deceit than my own : But I 
cannot difbelieve What I have been told on fuch Autho« 
rity> when, my own Eyes confirm it. Madam, I take 
my Leave of you, and beg you will, forget there ever 
was fuch a Man as 

Your humble Servant* R. S« 



LETTER XVIL 

Froffr a young Lady to her Father^ acquainting him with 
the Addrejfei of a young Trade/man* 

Honoured Sir, 

I Think it my Duty to acquahit you that a Gentle** 
man of this Town, by Name Wills, and Bufinefs 
a Linen-Draper, has made Overtures to my Coufin 
Harcourt, in the Way of Courtihip to me. My CouHn 
has brought him once or twice into my Company, 
which he could not well decline doing, becaufe he has 
Dealings with him, and has a high Opmion of him and 
his Circumftances. He has been fet up three Years,ha9 
very good Bufinefs, and lives in Credit and Fafhion. He 
is about twenty-feven Years old, a likely Man e- 
nough, fecms not to want Senfe or Manners, and is 
come of a ^ood Family. He has broke his Mind to me» 
and boaRs how well he can maicvUm wv^i TYv^^m^ t i.<!- 
yitee you, Sir, I have given hiiii no t.wcQM\^^^xsv^v^i 



but told him that I had no Thoughts of changing my 
Condition yet a while ; and (hould never think of it but 
in Obedience to my Parents j therefore defired him to 
t^k n6 more on that Subjeft to me. Yet he refolves to 
perfcvere, and pretends extraordinary Affedion and Ef- 
teem. I would not. Sir, by any Means omit to acquaint 
you with the Beginning of an Affair which it would bit 
Want of Duty in me to conceal from yoo, and (hew A 
Guilt and Difobedfence miwotthy of the kind Indul- 
gence and Affeftion you have always (hewn to, Sir^ 

Your moft dutiful Daughter. 
My humble Duty to my honoured. Mtrther ; Ldvc ta 
itiy Brother and Sifter; and RefeeAstoall Friends, 
Coulin Harcourt and his Wife and Sifter, dtfttt 
their kitid ReTpiefts. I cannot write enough of 
their Civility to tht* 

LETTER XVm. 

}Ier Fatbir^s An/wer^ en a ^tdfojltion that he do$s n§f 
approve of the young Man's Adireffes. •' 

Dear ?oIly, 

IH A V E received your Letter, datfed the 4th Infti 
wherein you acquaint me of the Propofals made to 
you, thro* yoiir Coufin Harcourt's Recomrhendatfoni 
by one Mr. Willi. I hdpe, a$ you affiire me, that yoti 
have given no Encouragement to him; for I by- no 
Means approve of him fSr your Hufband. 1 hJTve en- 
quired of one of his Townfftien, who knbu^ri hirA and 
his Circumftances very well, and I am nett'h^t t>leafed 
with them, nor with his Chara£ler; and . wonder my» 
Coufin would fo inconflderately recominend him to you. 
Indeed I doubt not of Mr. Harcourt's good Intentions ; 
but I infift upon it, tha,t you think nothing of the Mat«« 
ter, if you would oblige 

YourindulgeHtlirtHei:, 
Your Mother gives her Bleffing to you, ,'iirf!^ 

with me in the above Advice* Your\Brothil_ 

Sifter, and all FrUlld^* fewi \!fts\\ liw^Ha?^^^*^ 
fy^&z to you. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Tbf Father's Jn/wir^ on a SutpofitUn that he does approve 

tf' the young Matis Adirejfes. 

My dear Daughter, 

IN Anfwer to yours of the 4th Inftant, relating, to 
the Addreiles of Mr. Wills, I would hare you nei- 
ther wholly encourage nor difcourage his Suit; fori^ 
on Enquiry into his' Charader and Ciispumftances, I 
(hall find that they are anfwerable to your Coufin's good 
Opinion of them* and his own AiTurances, I know not 
but bis Suit may be worthy of Attention. But, my 
Dear, confider that Men are deceitful^ and always put 
tiie beft Side outwards ; and it may poffibly, on the ftri6t 
Enquiry, which the Nature and Importance of the Cafe 
demanas, come out far otherwife than it at prefcnt ap- 
pears. Let me advife you therefore, to ad in this Mat* 
ter with great Prudence, and that you make not yourfelf 
too cheap ; for Men are apt to flight wKat is too eafily 
obtained. Your Coufin will give him Hope enough, 
iprhile you don't abfolutely deny him : And in the mean 
Time, he may be told, that you are not at your own 
Difpofal, but entirely refolved to abide by my Determi- 
nation and Diret^iony in an Affair of this great Impor* 
tance \ and this will put him upon applying to me, who, 
you need not doubt» will, in this Cafe, as in all others, 
fiudy your Good, as becomes your indulgent Father. 
Your Mother gives her Bleffing to you, and joins with 
me in the above Advice. Your Brother and Sif- 
ter, and all Friends fend their Love and Refpeds 
to you. 



L E T T E R XX. 

Ji modefl Lover dejiring an Aunt*s Faveur to him for her 

^ Niece. 
Good Madam, 

J Have feveral Times, when I haveb^en happy in the 
Company of your good Niece, thought to have 
ipake my Miad, and to declare to V\et xVid\w& V%.lvie 
and Affe£tiQtil Aave iw her: But ixift ii.'^W^vi^'^^^tv 
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about to fpeak, my Fears have vanquifhed my Hopes, 
and I hav^e been obliged to fu(pe»d my Deiign- I have 
thrown out fcveral Hints, that I thought would have 
led the Way to a fuller difclofmg of the Secret that is 
too big for my Breaft ; and yet, when I am near her, it 
is too important for Utterance. Will you be fo goocf. 
Madam, to break the Way for me, if I am not wholly 
difapproved of by you, and prepare her dear Mind. for a 
Declaration that I muft make, and yet know not how to 
begin.— My Fortune and ExpeSations make me hope 
that I may not, on thofe Accounts, be deemed unworthy: 
And could I, by Half a Line from your Hand, hope 
that there is no other Bar, I fbould be enabled to build 
on fo defirable a Foundation, and to let your Niece 
know how much my Happinefs depends upon her Fa- 
vour. Excufe, good Madam, I befcech you, this 
Trouble, and this prefumptuous Requeft, from 

Your obliged humble Servant, 

' LETTER XXL " . 

The Juntas Jnfwery fuppofing th^ Gintleman deferv4i En^ 

couragemint% 

SIR, 

I Cannot fay I have any Diflike, as to my own Part, to 
your Propofal, or your Manner of making it, what- 
ever my Niece may have ; becaufe Diffidence is gene- 
rally the Companion of Merit, and a Token of Re« 
fpe&. She is a Perfon of Prudence, and all her Friends 
iarc fo thoroughly convinced of it, that her Choice will 
have the Weight it deferves with us all : So I cannot 
fay, what will be the Event of your Declaration to her: 
Yet fo far as I may take upon myfelf to do, I will not 
deny your Requeft j but on her Return To-morrow wilU 
break the Ice, as you defire, not doubting your Hon6ur, 
and the Sincerity of your Profeilions ; and Ifball tell 
her moreover What I think of the Advances you make. 
I believe fhe has had the Prudence to keep her Heart 
entirely difengaged, becaufe fhe would ocherwife hav^ 
told me; and is not fo mean-fpirited, astobeable to 
return Tyranny and Infult for vtvi^ V-a.W.^ Nqi\iR.\x^^Na* 
properly convinced of k. >N Vwn^\'^'^ ^^'^•^j^V^'^^'^^ 
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(permit me, tho* her Relation, to call it fo)'Co meet 
with her Favour, will find this her Charader j and that 
it is not owing to the fond Partiality of Sir, 

Your Friend and Senrant. 



LETTER XXIL 

From a rtfpi^fnl Lever to hii Miflnfs, 

Dear Madam^ 

?\ Have long flruggled with the mod honourable and 
L refpe£lFul PaiEon that ever filled the Heart of Man> 
have often tried to reveal it perfonally, as often in 
this Way; but never till now could prevail upon my 
Fears and Doubts. I can no longer ftruggle with a 
Secret that has j;iven me fo much l^rture to keep, and 
yet hitherto more when I have endeavoured to reveal it. 
I never entertain the Hope to fee you without Rapture; 
But when I have 'th^t Fleafure» inftead of being anima- 
ted, as I ought,* I am utterly confouiKled. What can 
this be owing to» but a Diffidence in myfelf, and an ex* 
alted Opinion of your. Worthinefs ? And is not this a 
ftrong Token of ardent I*ove ? Yet^if it be, how va- 
rious ifr the tormenting Paffion in its Operations ? Since 
fome it infpites with Courage, while others it deprives 
of all neccflary Confidence. I can only aflure you. Ma- 
dam, that the Heart of Man never conceived a ftronger 
or fmcerer Paifion than mine for you. If my Reverence 
for you is my Crime, I am (bre it has been my fufficient 
jPuhiCbment. I need not to iay^.piy Defigns and Mo- 
tives are honourable: Who daiJel^pproach fo much 
virtuous Excellence, with a Supp6ution, that fuch an 
AfTurance isneceflary? What my|rortune is^ is well 
known, and I am ready to ftand the Teft of the ftriSeft 
Enquiry. Condefcend, Madam, to embolden my re- 
• fpeftful Fa^pn by one favourable Line, that if what I 
here profefs, and hope further to have an Opportunity 
to aflure you of, be found to be unqueftionably true, 
ibexj, I hope, my humble Addrefs will not be quite un- 
icceptible to you \ and thus you will for ever oblige. 



I 
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LETTER XXIIL 

Tbi Anfwer, 

SI R, 

F M<)defty be th6 greateft Glory in our Scx, furely 

it cannot oe blameworthy in yours. For my own 
Part, I muft think it the moft amiable Quality either 
Man or Woman can poflefs. Nor can there be, in my 
Opinion, a true Refpcft where there is not a Diffidence 
of one*s own Merit, and a high Opinion of the Per- 
fon's we efteem* 

To fay more on this Occafionj would little becoqie 
me : To fay lefs, would look as if I knew not how to 
pay that Regard to modeft Merit, which modcft Merit 
only deferves. 

You, Sir, beft know your own Heart; and if you 
are fincere and generous^ will receive, as you ought| 
this Franknefs from, Sir, 

Your humble Servant* 

LETTER XXIV. ~" 

AGeHtkmantia Ladj% profejjiag an Avtrfun U thiUil'^' 

eus Formality m Caurijhip, 

Dtif Madam » 

IR-«membef that one 6f the Antients. in defcribing a 
Yotith in Lover, fays, he has neither Wifdom enough 
to fpeak, nor to hold bis Tongue. If this be ajuft 
DeftriMion, the Sincerity of my PaffxOn will admit of 
n6 Dimute: And whenever in your Company I behave 
likeiF6ol, forget dot that you arc anf^eraole fbr mf 
Folly. Having made bold to declare thus much, I tnuft 
prefurne to fay, that a favourable Reception of this, 
win, ( am certain, make me more worthy of your No- 
tice; but your Difdain would be what I believe myfelf 
incapable ever tC(^ fufmount. To try by idle Fallacies, • 
and airy Compliments^ to prevail on your Judgment, ie 
i Folly for any Man to attempt who knows you. No. 
Madam* your good Senfe and Endiowments hhvt raifea 
yovL fiir aoove the Neceffity of praflifin^ the lA^^w Awt- 
tifiee© ivhich prevail upon i\\^\^fa &tlltx^\'^%^\^'Ci^'^'^'^'*-"-- 
Yoa ztt not to be fo lighdy dcwNt^ v ^\5).\V-^^^^^^^ 
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give me leave to fay, I ihould not think you deferving: 
of the Trouble that would attend fiich aii Attempt. 

This, I muft own, is nofi^ionable Letter from one 
who, I am fure, loves up to the greateft Hero of Ro- 
mance : But as I would hope, that the Happinefi I fue* 
for (hould be lafting, it is certainly moft eligible to take 
no Step to procure it> but what will bear Refle£tion ;i 
for I fhould be happy to (be you mine, even when we 
have both outlived the Tafte of every Thing that has 
not Virtue and Reafon to fupport it. I am, Madamr 
notwithilanding this unpolilhed Addrefs, 

Your moft refped^ful Admirer, 
And obedient humble Servant. 



LETTER XXV. 

Tlie Laifs Anfwery encouraging a fartbtr Didaration. 

S I R, 

I Am very little in love with, the fa(kionable Me- 
thods of Courtfliip : Sincery with me is preferable 
to Compliments \ yet I fee no rea(bn why common De- 
cenqr inould be difcarded. There is fomethtng fo odd 
in vour Stile, that when I know whether you are in 

ieft or Earned:, I (hall be lefs at a Lofs to anfwer you. 
lean Time, as there is abundant Room for rifing, ra- 
ther than fin Icing, in your Complaifance, you may pof- 
fibly have chpfen wifely to begin firft at the lower End. 
If this be the Cafe^ I know not what your fucceeding 
AddrefTes may produce: But I tell you fairly, that 
your prefent make no great ImpreiHon, yet perhaps as 
much as you intend, on» 

Your humble Servant. 



LETTER XXVL 

Tbt GentUman^s Reply^ tnon openly declaring his Tajfton. 

iWTOW I have the Hope of being not more defpifed 
X\i ^r my acknowledged AfFedtion, I declare to you- 
with all the Sincerity of a Man oi Houowx, \W\. VVw^<t 
loogh^d NM* iSncere Paffion for ^o>\ •, ^^'^^^^''^>^^^'^^ 
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Gentlemen led fuch Dances, when they have givtn up 
their Affedions to the lovely Tyrants of their Hearts, 
and could not help themfel?es, that I had no Courage 
to begin an Addrefs in the ufual Forms, even to you, 
of whofegood Senfe and Generofity I ncverthelefs had 
a good Opinion. You have favoured me with a few 
Lmesy which I moft kindly thank you for. And I do 
affiire you. Madam, if you will be pleafed to encourage 
my honourable Suit, you (hall have fo juft an Account 
of my Circumflances and Pretenflons, as J hope will 
intitle me to your Favour in the honourable Light in 
which I profefs myfelf, dear Madam, 

Your moft obliged and faithful Admirer. 
Be fo good as to favour me with one Line more to 
encourage my perfonal Attendance, if not difagreeable. 



LETTER XXVIL 

The Lady's Anfwer to his Reply, putting the Matter an a 

fudden ijjue. 

SIR, 

AS we are both fo well inclined to avoid imnecefSiry 
Troubk, as well as unnecedary Conipliment^*. I 
think proper to acquaint you that Mr. Dunford* of 
Winchefter, has the Management of all my Affairs \ 
and is a Man of fuch Probity and Honour, that I do 
nothing in any Matters of Confequence without him. 
I have no Difltke to your Perfon; and if you approve 
of what Mr. Dunford can acquaint you with in Rclatioa 
to me, and I approve of his Report in your Favour^ T 
(ball be far from (hewing ^ny Gentleman that I hqve* 
either an infolent or a fordid Spirit.-efpccially to .fuch. 
as do me the Honour of their good Opinion. 

Jindover. I am, Sir, 

Your humble Servant. 



\a^X- 
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LETTER XXVIlt. 

A facetious y»9mg Lady to her jtunt^ ridieuUng berjeriouf 

LoveK 

Dear Aunt, 

I A M much obliged to you for the Kindnefs you irt- 
tended me, in recotnmeridrng Mr. Richards to me 
for a Hufband : But I muft be fo free to tell you, he is 
a Man no Ways fuited to my Inclination. I defpife, 
'tis true, the idle Ranis of Romance ; but I am in- 
clinable to think there may be an Extreme on the other 
Side of the ^eftion. 

The firft Time the honeft Man came to fee me, in 
the Way you was pleafcd to put into his Head, was one 
Sunday after Sermon Time* He began with telling me^ 
what i found at my Finger Ends, xhit it was very cold ; 
and politely blowed upon his. I immediately perceived 
that his PafHon for me could not keep him warm ; and 
ia Complaifance to your Recommendation, condu£led 
him to the Fire Side. After be had pretty well rubbed 
Heat into his HandSj, he flood up with his fiack to the 
Fire, andi with his Hands behind him, held up bis 
Coat» that he might be warm all over; a;id looking 
?bout him, afked^ with the Tranquility of a Man a 
Twelvemonth married, and juft .com6 off a Journey, 
how iill Friends did in the Country ? I fard, I hoped 
very well ; but would be glad to warm mv Fingers. 

Cry Mercy, Madam! And then he fliuffled a Tittle 

further 'from the Fire j and after two or three Hems, 

and a long Paufe 

I have heard, fays he, a moft excellent Sermon juft 
now : Dr, Thomas is a fine Man truly : Did you ever 
hear him. Madam? No, Sir, I generally go to my 
own Parilh Church. That's rjght. Madam* to be furc : 
What was your Subject To-Day ? The Pharifee and 
the Publican, Sir. A very good one truly : Dr. Tho- 
mas would have made fine Work upon that Subjei^»' 
His Text To-day was. Evil Communications corrupt 
g:ood Manners. A good Sub^eft, Sic, 1 doubt riot but 
the Do6ioT made a fine Difcouxfe uv^tv \\., O, v|^ 
Madam, he cannot mate a bad ouc vx^tv ^w^ '^n^vl^V 



T'Wfi 
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I rung for the Tea-Kettle, for, thought I, we fhall 
fiave all the Heads of the Sermon immediately. 

At Tea he jgave me an Account of all the religious 
Societies, unauced ; and how many Boys they had put 
'out 'Prentices, and Girls they had taught to knit, aud 
£ng Pfalms. To all which I gave a Nod of Approb^* 
tion^ and was jufl able to fay, (for I begin to be mofl 
horribly in the v apours) it was a very excellent Chari- 
ty. 0> ay. Madam, faid be again, (for that's his Word 
rfind) a very excellent one truly; it is fnatching (o 
nuny Brands out of the Fire. You are a Contributor, 
Sir, i doubt not. O, ay, Madam, to be fure^ every 
£Ood Man would contribute to fuch a worthy Charity, 
to be fure. No doubt. Sir,, a Bleffing attends upon all 
<who promote fo worthy a Defign. O, ay, M^am, no 
poubt, as you fay : I am fure I have found it ; blefled 
be God ! And then he twang'd his Nofe, and lifted up 
his Eyes, as if in an Ejaculation. 

O, my good Aunt, what a Man is here for a Hus- 
band ! At laft came the happy Moment of his taking 
Leave ; for I would not aik him to ftay Supper : And, 
moreover, he talked of going to a Lecture at St. Her 
lens. And then, (though 1 had an Opportunity of laying w 
little more than Yes, and No, all the Time ; for he 
took the Vapours he had put me into, for Devotion, or 
Gravity; at lead, 1 believe fo) he preft my Hand, 
loolced frightfully kind, and gave me to underftand, as 
a Mark of his Favour, that if upon further Converfa* 
tioD, and Enquiry into my Character, he fhould hap- 
pen to like me as well as he did from my Behaviour 
and Perfon, why, truly, I need not fear, in Time, be- 
ing bleiTed with him for my Huiband ! 

This, my good Aunt, may be a mighty fafe Way of 
travelling towards the Land of Matrimony, as far as I 
know, but I cannot help wifhine for a little more En- 
tertainment on o: r Jourjiey. i am wi/iing to believe 
Mr. Richards an honeft Man ; but am at the fame 
Time, afraid his religious Turn of Temper, however 
in itfelf commendable, would better fuit with a Wo- 
man who centers all Defert in a folcn:\n ^^^^-^j^^k.^^ 
tbanwitfaj dear Aunt, 

Your greadv Q\>V\tp^Y^vvA>w.'awv^^^ ^^ 
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> LETTER XXIX. 

Her Aunt's Jn/wer^ rduUng her ludicrous Turn of Mind. 

Cot: fin Jenny, 

I AM forry you think Mf. Richards fo unfuitabJe a 
Lover. He is a ferious, fober, good Man: And 
furcly, when Serioufnefs and Sobriety make a necef&ry 
Part of the Duty of a ^od Hufband, a good Father, 
and a good Mader of a 1* amily, thofe Chara^rs ^oold 
not be the Subjc£l of Ridicule, in Perfons of our Sex 
efpecially, who would reap the Advantages from them. 
But he talks of the Weather when he firft fees you, it 
fcems ; and wo\i1d you have had him diredlly fall upon 
the Subjeft of Love the Moment he beheld you ? 

He vifited you jull after the Sermon on a Sunday ; and 
was it fo unfuitable for him to let you fee, that the Duty 
Ji^/the Day had made proper Impreflions upon him ? 

His Turn for promoting the religious Societies, which 
. yQu fpeak fo (lightly of, deferves more regard from every 
. good Pcrfon ; for that fame Turn is a Kind of Security 
to a Woman, that he who had a benevolent and religious 
Heart could not make a bad Man, or a bad Hufband. 
To put out poor Boys to 'Prentice, to teach Girls to 
fing P-alms, would be with very few a Subje6t for Ri- 
dicule ; for he that was fo willing to provide for the Chil- 
dren of others, would ftill take greater Care of his own. 

He o;ave you to underftand, thqt if he liked your 
Charader on Enquiry, as well as your Perfon and Be- 
havicur, he fhould think himfe)f very happy in fuch a 
Wile ; for that, I dare fay, was more like his Lan- 
guage, than what you put in his Mouth : And let me 
tell you, it would have been a much ftranger Speech, 
hiid fo cautious and fcrious a Man faid, without a tho- 
* rough Knowledge of your Charader, that at the firft 
^»i^ht he was over Head and Ears in love with you. 

I thir.k, allowing for the ridiculous Turn your airy 

Wit gives to this firit Vifit, that, by your own Account, 

he acied like a prudent, ferious and worthy Man, as he 

i5, a/}d like cue who thought flafhy Complimenis be- 

jieath tim in fo ferious an AffaW as this. 

/ think, Coufin Jcnn^, tb\s\s vxorouX^ ^vPA^vjWi 
WVk, as yuu caJl it, oi ua\e\Vvn^ x.qvj^\<^^ >is\^ \i&^^. 
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of Matrimony, but to 'the Land of Happinefs, with 
Refpcdl as well to the next World as this. And it is 
to be hoped, that the better Entertainment you fo much 
wiih for on your Journey, may not lead you too much 
out of your Way, and aivcrt your Mind from the prin- 
cipal View which you ought to have at your Journey's 
End. 

In fhort, T fliould rather have wiflied that you could 
brine your Mind nearer to his Standard, than that he 
(hould bring down his to your Level* And you'd have 
found more Satisfadion in it than you imagine, could 
you have brought yourfelf to a little more of that folema 

• Appearance, which you treat fo lightly, and which, i 
think, in him is much more than meer Appearance. 

Upon the whole, Coufin Jennj^, I anj forry, that a 
Woman of Virtue and Morals, as you are, (hould treat 
fo ludicroufly, a ferious and pious Frame of Mind, in 
an Age wherein good Examples are fo rare, and lo much 
wanted; tho', at the fame Time, I am far from offer- 
ing to prefcribe to you in fo arduous an AfFair as g Huf- 
band ; and wifb you and Mr. Richards too, fmce you 
are fo differently difpofcd, matched more fuitable to 
each other's Mind than you are likely to be together; 

• For I am 

Your truly aSedionate Aunt. 



LETTER XXX. 

A Sailor to his Sweetheart. 

My dear Peggy, 

IF yo\x think of me half fo often as I do of you, it 
will be every Hour ; for you are never out of my 
Thoughts ; and when I am afleep, I conflantiv dream 
of my dear Pegfgy. 1 we^r my Half-Bit of Gola always 
at my Heart, tied to a blue Ribbon round my Neck; 
for True Blue, my dcarefV Love, is a Colour of Colours 
to me. Where my Deareft do you put yours ? I hope 
you arc careful of it :- For it would be a bad. Omen to^f 
lofe it. ^!* 



I hope you hoW in the {axrveMArvfti ^^-^ ^l^'^^S^ 
Dcsur; For God will never \Aefa ^o>x\l ^«^>»^"^^ 
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Vows you have made to me. As to your ever faithful 
William, I would fooner have my Heart torn from my 
Breaft than it ibould harbour a With for any other 
Woman befides my Peggy. O, my deareft Love ! you 
are the Joy of my Life fmy Thoughts are all of you ; 
you are with me in all I do; and my Hopes and mj 
Wi(hes are only to be yours* God fend it may be fo ! 

Our -Captain talks of foon failing for England ; and 
then, and then, my deareft Peggy !— O how I rejoice, 
how my Heart beats with Delight that makes me 1 can- 
not tell how, when I think of arriving in England, and 
{*oining Hands with my Peggy, as we have our Hearts 
ieforcy I hope. I a'm fure I fpeak for one. 

John Arthur* in the good Ship Elizabeth, Captain 
Winterton, yhich is returning to England, as I hope 
we (ball foon, promifes to deliver this into your own 
dear Hand ; and he will bring you too fix Bottles of 
Citron Water, as a Token of my Love. It is fit for 
the fineft Lady's Tafle> it is fo good ; and is what they 
fjiy Ladies drink, when they can get it. 

John fays he will have one fweet Kifs of my deareft 
Peggy for his Care and Pains. So let him, my beft 
Itovc ; for I am not of a jealous Temper. I have a 
better Opinion of my Deareft, than fo. i3ut oh ! that I 
was in his Place ! — One Kifs fhould not ferve my Turn, 
tho' I hope it may his. — Yet if he takes two, I'll for- 

5ivehim, one for me and one for himfelf. For I love 
ohn dearly ; and fo you may well think. Well, what 
ihall I fay more ?— -or rather what £hall I fay next ? for I 
have an hundred Things crowding in upon me, when I 
write to my Deareft ; and alas, one has fo few Oppor- 
tunities ! but yet I muft leave oiF; for I have written to 
the Bottom of my Paper. Love then to all Friends, 
and Duty to both our Mothers, conclude me 

Your faithful Lover till Death. 



> LETTER XXXL 

Her jfn/wer, 

... _. Dear W/Uiam, 
fpI^jE^QR fo I may call you noVwe ^xt, ^vw^\ ^tv\ V^xtw 
'"^ -"3/ AiQthcr fays i this is to \et v^^ Vluoni \}saXT\^VR^ 
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(hall prevail upon me to alter my Promife made to you 
when we parted : With heavy Hearts enough, that's 
true: And yet 1 had*a little Inkling given me, that Mr. 
Alford's Son, the Carpenter, wouM be glad to make 
love to me: But do you, think I would fufFer it? No,: 
indeed ! For I doubt not your Loyalty to me ; and do' 
you think I will-not be as loyal to you ?— To be fure I j 
will. Thefe Sailors run fuch fad Chances, ^aid one, 
that you and I both know. They may rcturri and they 
may not. Well, 1 will truft in God for that, who has 
returned fafe to his Friends, their dear Billy-o many a 
Time, and often. They will have a Miftrefs in every 
Land they come to, faid they. All are not fuch naughty 
Men, faid 1 ; and I'll truft Billy Oliver all the World 
over. For why cannot Men be as faithful as Women, 
tro' ? and for me, 1 am fure no Love (hall ever touch 
my Heart but yours. 

God fend us a happy Meeting ! Let who will fpeak • 
againft Sailors, they are the Glory and the Safeguard of 
the Land. And what would become of Old England 
long ago but for them ? I am fure the lazy, good-for- 
nothing Land- 1 rubbers would never have prote<Sted us 
from our cruel Foes. So Sailors are, and ever (hall be,' 
eftcemed by me ; and of all Sailors, my dear Billy Oliver, 
believe this Truth from ^' , ' 

Your faithful, &c. '"* ' 

p. S. I had this Letter writ in Readinefs to fend you 
as I had Opportunity. And the Captain's fiady 
undertakes to fend it with hers. That'^s very kind 
and condefcending : Is it not ? 



LETTER XXXII. 

Miji Molly Smith to her Couftn^ giving her an Account of 
a very remarkable Injlana of Envy, in one of htr Ac* 
quointance^ who lived in the City of York* I 

Dear Coufin, 

IPromifcd, you know, to write to you, wh«h I hai 
any Thing to tell you : And as I thicik.tK<2. ^\ww _ 
ing Story very extraordlnav^* V n^2i% >N"^YK^va^^^'^ T^'i ' 
Word. /^xjs 

G 
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Some Time ago there came to fettle in this City, a 

Lady whofe Name w? s Difon : We all vifited her : But 

ihe had (o deep a Melancholy, arifing, as it appearc j, 

from a fettled State of ill Health, that nothing we coulJ 

do, could afford her the lead Relief, or make her^ohear- 

• fxi\: In this Condition (he langui(bed among us five 

Years, flill continuirg to grow w^orfe and worfe. . 

We all grieved at her Ifgte. Her FIcfh was withered 

away; her Appetite ^di^ayed by Degrees, till all Food 

became naufcousjo'fier Sight j her Strength failed her ; 

ber Feet could fibt fupport her tottering Body, lean anl 

worn away as it was ; and we hourly expected her 

Death. ^When^at lalK (he one Day called her moft in- 

timsrte Friends to herBedfide, and, as well ^tte could, 

^oke^to the following Puppofe : " 1 know ySu all pity 

'*^^me: But, alas! I am not fo much the Objedl of 

•* your Pity as your Contempt ; for all my Mifery is 

of my own feeking. and owing to the Wickednefs 

of my own Mind. I had two Sifters, with whom I 

was bred up ; and I have all my Life-time been un- . 

** happy, for no other Caufe but for rhefr Succefs in 

" the World. When we were young, I could neither 

** eat nor fleep in Peace, when they had either Praife 

•* or Pleafure. When We grew up to be Women, 

■•* they were both foon married much to their Advan- 

•' tage and Satisfaction. This galled me to the Heart, 

•• and tho' I had feveral good Offers, yet, as I did not 

'• think them, in all Refpe6ls, equal to my Sifters, I 

'• would not accept them ; and yet was inwardly vexed 

** to refufe them, for fear I (hould get no better. I ge- 

•* nerally deliberated fo long, that I lofl my Lovers, 

*■ and theji pined for that I/ofs. 1 never wanted for any 

** Thing J and was in a Situation in which I might 

•* have been happy, if I pleafed. My Sifters loved me 

•* very wcLli^for I concealed, as much as poflible, from 

** them, my odious Envy; and yet never did any poor 

• « Wretch lead fo miferable a Life as I have done; for 

" every Blefling they enjoyed was a Dagger to my 

** Heart. 'Tis this Envy that has caufed all my ill 

t^'Heahhf has preyed upon my \^m Vitals, and will 

^jiour bring mc to my Grave." 

> Vol 
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In a few Days after this Confeffion flie died ; and 
her Words and Death made fuch a ftrong Im^preflion on 
my Mind, that I could not help fending you this Rela- 
tion ; and begging you, my d<iar Suky, to remember 
how Careful we ought to be to curb in our Mindsy the 
very firft rifing of a Paflion fo detellable, and fo fatal, 
as this proved to poor Mrs. Difon. I know [ have ne 
particular Reafon for giving you this Caution ; for I ne- 
ver faw any Thing in you, but what deftrvcd the Love 
and Eitecm of 

Your ever moft afFeclionate Coufin, 

M. s M I nj . 

LETTER XXxili. 

The following Letter is from an unknown Lady to a j^unr 
Gentleman^ on whom Jhe had unfortunately fixed her 4f' -' 
feSiions \ hut as Jhe never had it in her Poiver to make a* 
ny prober ImpreJJions on him^ Mf a better Opportunity^- 
Saving her Inclination JignifieJF to hinh Jhe zorote as Jo I* 
lows : 

SIR, 

I RELY on your Goodnefs to red re fs and conceal 
the Misfortunes I now lab'^ur under; but oh ! with 
what Words (hall I declare a I aflion which I blu(h to 
own ? It is now a Year and a Half fince I firflr faw, 
and fmuft I fay) loved you, and fo long I ha\c ilrovc 
■to forget you ; but frequent Sights of what I could not 
but admire, have made my Endeavours prove vain. I 
dare not fubfcribe to this Letter, left it mould fall intu 
Hands that may poffib^y expofe it ; but if you. Sir, 
have any Curionty or Dcfire to know who I am, I (hall, 
be in the Park To- morrow, exactly at Two o'CIock. 
I cannot but be under Apprehenfions, left you ihould - 
come more out of Curiofity than Compaflion; buf^ 
however, that you may have fome Notion of me, if you 
do come, I will give you a (hort Defer iption of my rer- 
fon, which is tall and (lender, my Eyes and Hair dark; 
perhaps you will think me vain, when I tell you that my. 
rerfon is altogether what the flattering World calls hand-. ; 
fome; and as to my Foitune, I believe you will Ka.vjjil 
no Rcafnn to find Fault with \t, Yft^ox^'^Qja^^'^'^H . 
fuch a Declaration as this, tiom ^>N owiw., \v^nk>^^^^. 
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but, you will confider, *tis Cuftom, not Nature, that 
makes it fo. My Hand trembles fo, while 1 write, that 
I believe you can hardly jead ic. 



LETTER XXXIV^. 

yifef Gentkman did not give himfilf the Trouble to meet the 
Lady ; but took great Pains to expofe and ridicule her 
Letter^ tho^ reproved for it by his Acquaintanie ; uuhich 
coming to the Lad/s Knowledge^ J})e Jent htm the fci* 
iowifig^ 

SIR, 

YOU will the more eafily pardon this fecond Trou- 
ble from a flighted Correfpondent, when I afllire 
]POu it (hall be the laft. 

, A Pailion like mine, violent enough to break through 
cuftomary Decorums, cannot be fuppofed to grow calm 
at once j but I hope, 1 ihall undergo, no fi^verer Trials, 
or Cenfurc&j than what I have done by taking this Op- 
portunity of difcharging the Remains of a Tenderness, 
lyhich 1 have fo unfoncnatdy and imprudenily indul- 
ged. I would not complain of your Unkindnefs and 
Want of Generofity in expofing my Letter, becaufe 
the Man that is fo unworthy of a Woman's Love, is 
too inconfiderable for her Refentment ; but I can't for- 
bear a(king you, what could induce you to publifii my 
Letter, and fo cruelly to fport with the Mifery of a Per- 
fon whom you knew nothing worfe of, than (he had 
ehtertaikied too good, too fond an Opinion of you ! 

For your own Sake, I am loth to fpeak it, but fuch 
Conduft cannot be accounted for, but from Cruelty of 
Mind, a Vanity of Temper^ and an incurable Defe6l 
of Underftandinjg ; but whatfoever be the Reafon, a- 
midft all my Difappointments, I cannot but think my- 
felf happy in not fubfcribing my Name, for you might 
perhaps have thought my Name a fine Trophy to grace 
3^ur Triumph after the Conqueft; and how great my 
■Owifufion muft have been, to be expofed to the Scorn, 

• or at leaft to the Pity of, the World, 1 may guefs from 
tkf AtortiScatidns I now feel fiom feeing my Declara- 

Mjis and Pfofe&ons returned wtVvoux ^uo-^i^^^, ^v\^ W 
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being convinced by the rafh Experiment I have made, 
that my Affections have beefl placed vtrithout D:fcre* 
tion. How ungenerous your Behaviour has been, I had 
rather you were told by the Gentlemen, (who, I hear, 
univerfally condemn it) than force myfelf to fay any 
Thing fevere 5 but although their kind Senfe of the 
Affair muft yield me fome Satisfa<&ion under my prefent 
Uneafinefs ; yet*it furnilhes me with a frefti Evidence 
of my own Weaknefs, in lavi[hing ray Efteeni upoa 
the Perfon that lead deferved it. 

I hope the Event will give me Reafon not only to 
forgive, but to thank you for this ill Ufage. That 
pretty Face, which I have fo often viewed with a mif- 
taken Admiration, I believe I fhall be able to look oiv 
with an abfolute Indifficrence; and Time, I am feniible, 
will abundantly convince me, that your Features are 
all the poor Amends which Nature hath made you for 
your Want of Underftandihg, and teach me toconitder 
them only as a decent Cover for the Emptinefs and 
Deformity within. To cut off all Hopes of difcover- 
ini; who I am, if you do not yet know, I have taken 
Care to convey this by a dinerent Hand from the 
former letter, for which I am obliged to a Friend, on 
whofe Goodnefs and Fidelity I can fafely rely. And it 




very iure of making it plain to every one dfe, that yoti 
are a Coxcomb. Adieu. 

LET T'E R XXXV. 

Lydia to Harriot, a Lady newly married^ 
My dear Harriot, 

IF thou art (he, but oh, how fallen, how changed, • 
what an Apoftate. ! How loft to all that's gay and 
agreeable ! To be married, I find is to be buried alive ; 
I can't conceive it more dififnal to be fliutVLjvcwiJ^-aK^x.^ 
to convcvk with the Sha&^s c£ xrv^ K^ckt-aw^^^ '^s&a.^Nsa 
be carried down to an n\d Wl?iwot-^QNL^^\xv "^^Sf?^^ 
»nd confined, to the Convett^LUoti ^^ ^Wq«xV^>^^-' 

G s 
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and an aukward Chambermaid. For Variety, I fup- 
pofe, you may entertain yourfelf with Madam in the 
Grogram Gown* the Spoufe of your Parifh Vicar, who 
has, by this Time, I am fure, well furniChed you with 
Receipts for making Salves and FoiFetSydiQilling cordial 
Wiiters, making Syrups, and applying Poultices. 

BJeft Solitude ! I wifh thee Joy, my Dear, of thy 
loved Retirement* which ir.deed you would perfuade 
me is very agreeable,, and different enough from what 
I have here defcribcd : But, Child, I am afraid thy 
Brains are a little difordered with Romances and Novels. 
After fix Months Marriage, to hear thee talk of Love, 
and paint the Countrjr Scenes fo foftly, is a little extra- 
vaj^ant; one would think you lived the Lives of the Syl« 
van Deities, or roved among the Walks of Paradife, 
like the fufl happy -Pair. But, prythee, leave thefe 
Whimfies, and come to Town, in order to live and talk 
like other Mortals. However, as I am extremely inte* 
lefted in your Reputation, I would willingly give you 
a little good Advice, at your firft Appearance under the 
Charadter of a married' Woman : 'Tis a little infolent 
in me, perhaps, to advife a Matron; but 1 am fo afraid 
you'll make io filly a Figure, as a fond Wife, that I can- 
not help warning you not to appear in any public Pi-ce 
with your Huiband, and never to faunter about Sr. 
James's Park together. If you prefume to enter the Ring 
at Hyde Park together, you are ruined for ever; nor muft 
you take the leaft Notice of one another at the Play- 
noufe or Opera, unlefs you would be laughed «t as a 
very loving Couple, moft happily paired in the Yoke 
cf Wedlock^ I would recommend the Example of an 
Acquaintance of ours to your Imitation ; (he is the 
moft negligent and faihionable Wife in the World ; 
ihe is hardly ever feen in the fame Place with her Huf- 
band, and if they happen to meet, you would think 
them perfeft Strangers. She never was heard to name 
him, in his Abfenc e, and takes Care he (hall not be the 
Subjeft of any Difcourfe that (he has a Share in. I hope 
you'll propofc this Lady as a Pattern, though, I am very 
much afraid, you'JJ be fo filly to think Porcia, Sabine, 
&c. Rowan Wives^ much briobier \LK?irc\v\t^. V ^\^ 
j£ m^y never come into your Head to vo^vvax^ x^ol^ axv- 
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tiquateJ Creatures fo far, as to come into Public in the 
Hibit, as well as Air of a Roman Mairpn. You make', 
already, the Entertainftem at ^s. Modifh's Tea- 
Table ; (hi fays, (he alVayfeth ought you a difcreet Per- 
foo^. and qualified to managS a Family with admirable 
Prudence, She dies to fee what demure and ferious Airs 
Wedlock has given to you; but, fee fays, fee feall 
never forgive your Choice of fo gallant a Man as Bell- 
mour, to transform him to a mere fober Hufband, 
• 'twas unpardonable. You fee, my Dear, we all envy 
your Happinefsy and no Perfon more than. 

Your humble Servant, 

LYDIA. 

- ", II -* — ' — ~ 

LETTER XXXVI. 

Harriot*/ Anjwer io the ahovi^ 

BE not in Pain, good Madam, for my Appearance 
in Tot^n ; 1 feall frequent no publick riaces, or 
make any Vifits where the Cnarader of a mbdeft Wife 
is ridiculous* As for your wild Raillery on Matrimony^ 
*tis all Hypocrify ; you and all the handfome young 
Women of your Acquaintance, feew themfelves to no 
other Purpofe, than to gain a Conquefl over fome Man, 
of Worth, lin order. to beftow your Charms and For- 
tune on him. There's no Indecency in the Confeifion, 
the Defign is modeft and honourable, and all your Af- 
fectation can't difguife it/ 

I am parried, and have no other Concern but to 
pleafe the Man I lovej he's the End of every Care I ' 
have ; if I drefs, 'tis for him ; if I read a Poem or a 
Play, 'tis to qualify myfelf for a Converfation agreeable 
to his Tafte : He's almoft the End of my Devotion j 
•»* Half my Prayers are for his Happinefs — I love to talk 
of him, and nevey hear him jpamed but with Pleafure 
and Emotion. 1 am your Friend, and wife your Hap- 
pinefs ; but am forry to fee, by the Air of your Letter, 
that there are a Set of Women who are got into the 
Common-place Raillery of every Thing that is fober,. 
decen t and proper. Matr in\oc\^ ^iTv^L \!cvR.Q\"t\?^ ^ -^^^ ^^ 
Topics of People of Vut\e W\t 2ccv^ \\o\^w^'^<^'^^^'^- 
Joi^n to vou. I have leaifn^d oi \>cv^N v:;?*^:^'^^'^ ^ 
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you tax me with : She is a diTcreet, ingenious, plea* 
fant, pious Woman; I wift (he had the handling of 
you and Mrs. Modifh i your would find, if you were 
too free with her, ihe would make you Uufli as much 
as if you had never been fine Ladies. The Vicar, 
Madam, is lo kind as to vifit my Hufband, and his a- 
tfrecable Converfation has brought him to enjoy many 
lober happy Hours, when even 1 am fhut out, and my 
d-earHuftandis entertained only with his own Thoughts* 
Thefe Things, dear Madam; will he lading Satisfac- 
tions, when the fine Ladies and the Coxcombs, by 
whom they forqi themfelves, arc irreparably ridiculous^ 
jridiculoui even in old Age. 

1 am, Madam, 

Your mod humble Servant, 

HARRIOT. 



m 



LETTER XXXVIL 

fhf following prrtty entertaining Letter was written by 
our Poet Waller, to the Lady Sidney, on the Marriage 
of her Sifter^ 

To my Lady Lucy Sidney, upon the Marriage of my Lady 

Dorothy to my Lot 4 Spencer. 

Madam) 

IN the common Joy at Penfturft * 1 know none to 
whom Complaints may come lefs unfeafonable than 
to your Ladyfbip ; the Lofs of a Bedfellow being al- 
tnoft equal to that ef a Miftrefs; ^nA therefore you 
ought, at leaft, to pardon, if you confent not to the 
Imprecations of the deferted ; which juft' Heaven, no 
Doubt, will hear ! 

May my Lady Dorothy, (if we may yet call her fo) 
fuffer as much, and have the like Paflion for this young 
Lord, whom (he has preferred to the reft of Mankincl, 
as others have had for her : And may this Love, before 
the Year goes about, make her tafte of the firft Curfe 
impofed on Womankind, the Pains of becoming a 

They were immed, as we are mfortiveAa ?cvYe»SA>i^'^> ^>j^^ \^% 

1 
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Mother ! . May her Firft- born be none of her own Sex ! 
Nor fo like her, but that he may refemble her Lord as 
much as heifclf ! 

May (he that always afFeftcd Silence and Retirednefs,. 
have the Houfe filled with the Noife and Number of 
her Children ; and hereafter of her Grand Children! 
And then may (he arrive at that great Curfe fo much' 

declined by fair Ladies, Old Age I, May (he live ta 

be very old, and yet feem young i be told fo by her 
Glafs, and have no Aches to inform her of the Truth ! 
And when (he (hall appear to be mortal, may her Lord 
not mourn for her, but go Eland in Hand with jier to- 
that Place, where vrc are told, there is neither marry- 
ing nor giving in Marriage ; that being there divorced, 
we may have all an equal Intereft in her again ! My 
Revenge being immortal, I wi(h all this may alfo befall 
their Pofterity to the World's End and afterwards ! 

To you, Madam, I wi(h all good Things ; and that 
this Lofs may,^ in good Time, be happily fupplied witli 
a more conAant Bedfellow of the other oex. 

Madam, I humbly kifs your Hand, and beg Pardoa 
for this Trouble, from your Lady(hip's moft humble 

EDMUND WALLER. 

■. # 

-""— ■ ■ ■ — — - ^ -- ■■ — - - III ■. 

LETTER XXXVHL 

The Wit and Spirit tvhich gave Lady Mary Wortlcy 
Montague, during her 'Life^ fud) Rank in the polite 
IVorldf was in no In/lame more hatpily difplaxed than in 
the following Letter. JVe think the polite Reader wilt 
he of Opinion with us^ thai there is no Letter in the Col- 
leSlion lately publijhed^ audfuppojed to have heefi jvrot^fy . 
the fame Lady^ where the Life and Spirit tf tbi WriUn 
is to be more admired^ or the Sentiments more apfr^ved^ 

A Letter frorn Lady Wortley Moittague, ogainft a Max^ 
im #/ iWir)f/^ Rochcfaucult*s, " 'That marriages are 
" conv^'imi, hut never dielighiful** 

IT appears very bold in me to attempt to dcftroy a. 
Maxjm eftablifhed by fo celebrated ^ Ci^^«J^ ^>»i 
Monf. cie RochefaucauU, and Km^Vxcv^X^ \^wn^^ ^^7^ 
Nktioa which calls itfelf the on\^ v^^^^^^^ ^"^^^^-^^ 
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World, and which has, for fo long a Time, given Laws 
of Gallantry to all Europe. 

But, full of the Ardour which the Truth infpires, I 
dare to advance the cbntiary, and to aflert, boldly, that 
it is Marriage- Love only which can be delightful to a 
good Mind. 

We cannot tafte the Sweets of perfeft Love, but in 
a well-fuited Marriage* Nothing fo much difli'iguifhes 
a little Mind as to flop at Words. What fignifies that 
Cuftoiti (for which we fee very good Reafons) of mak- 
ing the Name of Hufband and Wife ridiculous? A 
Hufband fienifies, in the general Interpretation, a jea- 
lous Mortal, a quarrel fome Tyrant, or a good Sort of 
Fool, on whom we may impofe any Thing ; a Wife is 
a Domeftic Daemon, given to. this poor Man, to de- 
ceive and torment him. The Condud of the Genera- 
lity of People fufficiently juftifies thefe two CharatSters. 
Buf 1 fay, again, Wtiat fignify Words ? A well regu- 
lated Marriage is not like thofe of Ambition and Inte- 
reft : It is two Lovers who live together. Let a Prieft 
pronounce certain Words, let an Attorney fign certain 
Papers J I look upon thefe Preparations as a Lover 
does on a Ladder of Cordsy that he fixes to the Win- 
dow of his Miftrefs. 

I know there are fome People of falfe Delicacy, who 
maintain that the Pleafures of Love are only due to 
Difficulties and Dangers. They fay, very wittily, the 
Rofe would not be the Rofe without Thorns, and a 
Thoufand other Trifles of that Nature, which make fo 
little Impreffion on my Mind, that I am perfuaded, was 
I a Ix)ver, the fear of hurting her I loved, would make 
me unhappy, if the PoBeffion was accompanied with 
gangers to her. The Life of married Lovers is very 
different, they pafs it in a Chain of mutual Obligations 
and Marks of Benevolence, and have the Pleafure of 
forming the entire Happinefs of the Objeft beloved ; in 
which roint I place Derfe£t Enjoyment. 

The mofl trifling Cares of CEconomy become noble 
and delicate, when they arc hcigljFtened by the Senti- 
ments of Tendernefs. To furnim a Room, is no long- 
cr furnifliing a Room, it is ornamenting the Place 
where 1 cxpeft my Lover ; to order a Supper is not 

(imply 
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fifliply giving Orders to a Cook, it is amufing myfel* 
in regaling him I love. Thefe neceffary Occupations* 
regarded in this Light by a Lover, arc Pleafures infi- 
nitely more /en(ible and lively than Cards and public 
Places,* which make the Happmefs of the Multitude in- 
capable of true Pleafure. A Paflion happy and con- 
tented, foftens every Movement of the Soul, and gilds 
each Objeft that we look on. 

To a happy Lover (I mean one married to his Mif- 
trefs) if he has any Employment, the Fatigues of the 
Camp, the Embarraffments of a Court, every Thing 
becomes agreeable when he can fay to himfelf, It is to 
fcrve her I love If Fortune is favourable, (for that 
does not depend on Merit) and gives Succefs to his 
Undertakings, all the Advantages he receives are Of- 
ferings due to her Charms, and he finds, in the Succefs 
of his Ambition, Pleafure much more lively and wor- 
thy a noble Mind, than that of raifinc his Fortune, or 
of being applauded by the Public. He enjoys his Glo- 
ry, his Rank, his Riches, but as they regard her he 
loves i and it is her Lover (he hears praifed when he 
gains the Approbation of the Parliament, the Praifes 
of the Army, or the Favour of his Prince. In Mif- 
fortune^ it is his Confolation to retire to a Perfon who 
feels his Sorrow, and to fay to himfelf, in her Arms, 
" My Happinefs does not depend on the Caprice of 
** Fortune ; here is my afTured Afylum againft all 
•* Grief; your Efteem makes me infenfible to the 
** Injuflice of a Court, or the Ingratitude of a Maf- 
*' ter. I feel a Sort of Pleafure in the Lofs of my 
•* Eflate, as that Misfortune gives me new Proofs of 
•* your Virtue and Tenderneft. How little defirabte 
*' is Grandeur to.Perfons already happy ? We have 
** no Need of Flatterers or Equipage ; I reign in your 
'* Heart, and I poffefs in your Perfon all the Delights 
** of Nature." . In (hort, there is no Situation of which 
the Melancholy may not be foftened by the Company 
of the Perfon we love. Even an Illnefs is not without 
its Pleafures, when we are attended by one we love. 
I (hould never have done, was I to give you a Detail 
of all the Charms of an Union in which we find, at 
once, all that flatters the Senfes in the moft delicate 
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and moft extended Pleafure; but I cannot conclude 
wiibout mentioning the Satisfaftion of feeing ea(5h Day 
increafe the amiable Pledges of our tender Friendfliip» 
and the Occupations of improving them according to 
their different Sexes. We abandon ourfelves to the 
tender Inflinft of Nature, refined by Love. Wc ad- 
mire in the Daughter the Beauty of the Mothtr» and 
refpeft in the S6n the Appearances of Underftanding 
and natural Probity which we efteem in the Father. ' It 
is a Pleafure of which God himfelf (according to Mo- 
fes) was fenfible, when feeing what he had done, he 
found it good. 

A propos of Mofes, the firft Plan of Happinefs in- 
finitely lurpailed all others, and I cannot form to my- 
fdf an Idea of Paradife more delightful than that State 
in which our firft Parents were placed: That did 
not laft, becaufe they did not know the World ; 
(which is the true Reafon that ther€ are fo few Love- 
Matcbes happy.) Eve may be confidered as a foo^ifh 
Child» and Adam a Man very little enlightened. When 
People of that Sort meet, they may, perhaps, be amo«- 
rous at firft, but that cannot laft. They form to 
themfelves, in the Violence of their PaOions, Ideas 
above Nature ; a Man thinks his Miftrefs an Angel, 
becaufe fbe is handfome ; a Woman is inchanted Avith 
the Merit of her Lover, becaufe he adores her. The 
firft Qhange of her Complexion takes from him his 
Adoration, and the Huft)and ceafing to adore her, be- 
comes hateful to her, who bad no other Foundation 
for her Lo»(e ; by Degrees they are difgufted with one 
another, and, after the Example ef our firft Parents, 
they throw on each other the Crime of their mutual 
Weaknefs; afterwards Coldnefs and Contempt follow 
a great Pace, and they believe they muft bate each 
other becaufe they are married ; their fmalleft Faults 
are magnified in each other's Sight, and they areblitided 
to their mutual Perfe^ions. A Commerce eftabli(hed 
upon Paftion can have no other Attendants. A Man, 
when he marries his Miftrefs, ought to forget that flie 
then appears adorable to him 5 to confider that Oie is 
b'it a fimple Mortal, fubjcd to Difeafes, Caprice, and 
j)) Humour* He muft prepwe Wvs Cowft^w^:^ xa C>\>ji. 
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port the Lofs of her Beauty, and colleft a Fund- of 
Complacency, which is neceflary fci* the continual 
Convcrfation of the Perfon who is moft agreeable, and 
the leaft unequal. The Woman, on her Side, muft . 
not expeft a Continuance of Flatteries and Obedi-> 
ence. She muft difpofe herfelf to obey agreeably, a 
Science very difficult, and, confequently, of great Me- 
rit to a Man capable of feeling. She muft ftrive to 
heighten the Charms of a Miftrefs by the good Senfeand 
Solicjity of a Friend. When two Perfons prepoflefled 
with Sentiments foreafon able, are united by eternal Ties, 
all Nature fmiles upon them, and the common Obj^dis 
become charming* 

I efteem much the Morals of the Turks, an igop- 
rant People, but very polite, in my Opinion. A Gal- 
lant convicted of having debauched a married Woman, ' 
is looked upon by them with the fame Horror as an 
abandoned Woman by us ; he is fure never to make 
his Fortune 5 and every one would be afliamed to give 
a confiderable Employment to a Man fufpediea of 
being guilty of fo enormous a Crime.— —What would 
they fay in that moral Nation, were they to fee one 
of our Anti-Knight-Errants, who are always in Purfuit 
of Adventures to put innocent young Women in Di(^ 
trefs, and to* ruin the Honour of Women of Fafcion ; 
who regard Beauty, Yolith, Rank, and Vircue, but as 
fo mnny Spurs to incite their Dcfire to ruin, and who 
place ail their Glory in appearing artful Seducers, for- 
getting that, with, all their Care, they can never attain 
but to the fecond Rank, the Devils having bean long 
fmce in Poileffion of the firft I 

I own, that our barbarous Manners are fo well cal- 
culated for the Eftablifliment of Vice and Mifery, 
(which are infeparable from them) that they muft have 
Hearts and Heads infinitely above the common, to en- 
joy the Felicity of a Marriage fuch as I have defcribed. 
Nature is fo weak, and fo given to change, that it is 
difficult to fupport the beft-founded Conftancy, amidft 
Ihofe many Diflipations that our ridiculous Cuftoms 
have rendered inevitable. A Hufband, who.lovcs his 
Wife, is in Pain to fee her take the Libetvv^^ ^^>si^ 
Faibion allows j it appears Iv^ii Xo \^^>^\.^ ^^^ xs^ "^^^ 
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an^ he finds himfelf obliged to conform himfelf to the 
polite Manners of Europe; to fee, every Day, her Hands 
a Prey to every one who will take them; to hear her 
difplay, to the whole World, the Charms of her Wit ;• 
to (hew her Neck in full Day ; to drefs for Balls and 
Shows, to attrad Admirers, and to liften to the idle Fiat* 
tery of a thoufand Pops. Can any Man fupport his 
Edeem for a Creature fo public, or, at leaft, does ihe 
not lofe much of her Merit ? 

To return to the Oriental Maxims, where the Hioft 
beautiful Women content themfelves with limiting the 
Power of their Charms to him who has a Right to en- 
joy them ; they have too much Hoiiour to wifti to 
make other Men miferable, and are too finccre not to 
own they think themfelves capable of exciting Paf- 
fion. 

I remember a Converfation I had with a Lady of 
great Quality at Conftantinoplt, the moft amiable 
Woman I ever knew in my Lire," arsd for whom I had 
afterwards the moft tender Friendfhip, ibe owned in- 



enuoufly tw^e, that (he was content with her Huf- 

. jf^ffiiRLir ; 

((he fai *) it is permitted for you to receive Vifits from 



>and. JJ^lraRLibci^tines you Chriftian Women are f 



as many Men as you pleafe ; and your Laws permit 
you, without Limitation, the Ufe of Wjne. I afTured 
her (he was very much mis-informed, that it was true 
we received Vifits, but thofe Vifits were full of Form 
and Refpe(5i, and that ic was a Crime to hear a Man 
talk of Love, or for us to love any other than our Huf- 
bands. Your Hufbands are very good (faid (he, laugh- 
ing) to content themfelves with To lirpited a Fidelity. 
Your Eyes, your Hands, your Converfation, are for the 
Public, and what do you pretend to rcferVe for them ? 
Pardon me, my beautiful Sultana, (added fl]ie, embrac- 
ing me) I have all poflible Inclination to believe what 
you fay, but you would impofe upon me Impofllbilities. 
I know the amorous Complexion of you Infidels, I fee 
you are afliame^ of them, and I will never mention 
them to you more. 

1 found fo much good Senfe and Truth in all (he 

faid, that I could fcarcely contradi6t her ; and I owned 

^r Jf///, that {he bad Reafon lo pxtki 0:v^ Mor. Is of 
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the Mufl^lmen to our ridiculous Cufloms, which ai^ 
furpjrifingly oppodte to the fevere Maxims of Chriftia- 
niiy. And, notwithftandiog our foolifh Manners, I am 
of Opinion^ that a Woman, determined to find her 
Happinefs in the Love of her Hufband, muft give up 
the extravagant Deflre of being admired by the Public; 
and thatanufband who loves his Wife, muft deprive 
himfelf of the Reputation of being a Gallant at Court. 
You fee that I fuppofe two Perfons very extraordinary ; 
it is not, then, very furprifing fuch a Union fbould be 
rare in a Country, where it is neceflafy, in order to be 
happy, to defpife the efi<vbli(hed Maxims. 

I am, &c» 




^^ 
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PART III. 

Familiar Letters of Advice and Inftruftions, &c, 
in many ConcerAs of Life. -^ 



LETTER L 



» • ' * ■ 



A Letter Jtm Ji^ Hilc, Lord Chief Juftice of Eng- 
^ Jail d,*f^- hts Chilareni on the Jerious Ohfirvance of the 
Lord's Day^ Cc^mmenfy ca/i'ed Sundsy) wkien he was on 
a Journey^ which well deferves our Attention, ^ 

A M now come well to , from whence I intend 



I 



10 write fomething to you on the Obfervv^c^^f the 
Lord's Day ; and this I do for thefe Reafonsj ift, Be- 
caufe it has pleafed God to- caft my Lot fo, thar I am 
to reft at this Place on that Day, and the Confideratioii- 
therefore of that Duty is proper for me and you', viz. 
The Work fit for that Day. 2dly, Becaufe I have, by tF 
long and found Experience, found that the due Obfer- 
vance of that Day, and the Duties of it, have been of 
fingular Comfort and Advantage to me ; and I doubt 
not but it will prove fo to you. God Almighty is the * * 
Lord of OLT Time, and lends it us; and it is but juft 
we ftiould confecrate this Part of that Time to him ; 
for I have found by a ftri£fc and diligent Obfervation, 
that a due Obfervance of the Duty of this Day, has*. 
ever had joined to it a Bleiling on the reft of my Time ; 
and the iVeek, that hath been fobeg^un^ Vizi's V^^^vwViWC. 
/(^d and profperous io me. On t\\e o\.V\^i 'Sa^^* nc\v^tv\ . 

m 
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have been negligent of the Duty of this Day, the reft 
of the Week has hcen unfuccefsfiil and unhappy to my 
own fecular Ennploymcnt ; fothat T could eafily nlakq 
an Eftimate of my Si ccefles the Week following, by 
the Manner of my paffing this Day ; and this I do not 
write lightly or inconfiderately ; but upon a long and 
found Obfervation and Experience. 



LETTER II. 

The Earl of Stafford to his Son^ juji htfun hh Lordjhiph 

Exicution.* 

My deareft Will, 

THf S£ are the laft Line$ that you are to receive 
from a Father that tenderly loves you. I wi(h 
there was a greater Leifure to impart my Mind unto 
you ; but our merciful XJpsl will lupply all Things by 
Kis Grace, and will ^ide and prpteA you in all yout 
Ways; to whofe inhnitc Gbodhcfs'I bSque'ath^3Wlii.|^ 
and therefore be not difcouraged, but ferve hina and*^'" 
truft in him, and he will preferve and profpcr you in 
. all Things, Be fure you give all Refpefts to my Wife, . 
who luith ever had a great Love unto you, and there- 
fore willitt be well becoming you. Never be wanting 
•^in your Love and Care to your Sifters, but let them 
^ tvcp be moft dear unto you : r or this will give others 
Cai^ie to efteem and refpeft you for it, and is a Duty* 
that yoii owe th^m in the Memory of your excellent 
, Mother and myfclf: Therefore your Care and Affec- 
tion to themmuft be the very fame that you are to have 
of yourfelf; and the like. Regard muft you have to your' 
youngeft Sifter ; for indeed you owe it her alfo, oothj 
fCF her Father's and Mother's Sake. Sweet JVilU be^ 
careful to take the Advice of thofe Friends^ who are^ . 
. by me. dcfired to advife you for your Education. Serve 
God diligently^ Morning and Evening, and recom- 
•niend yourfelf unto him, and have him before your 
Eyes in all your Ways. With Patience hear the In- 
- ftru£tions of thofe Friends I le2iv^m^.Vv^^>\>'iw'^^^^N^ 
'" .gently foWow their CouufeA. ¥ox, xa^ ^'^vl ^^:«5«;'^^, 
^'*Timc to have Experience in v\i^N? o^\^v'v^^^"^^. 
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more fafe to truft to their Judgment than your own, 
Lofe not the Time of your Youth, but gather thofe 
Seeds of Virtue and Knowledge which may be of Ufe 
to yourfelf, and Comfort to your Friends for the reft of 
your Life. And that this may be the better effected, 
attend thereto wicii Patience, and. be fure to corre<^ 
and reftrain yourfelf from Anger. Suffer Rot Sorrow 
to caft you down, but with Chearfulnefs and good^ 
Courage go on the Race you have to run in all Sobriety 
and Truth. Be fure with an hallowed Care to* have 
Refpe£t to all the Commandments of God, and ^ivq 
not vourfelf to negleS them in the leaft Thing, left, 
by Degrees, you come to forget them in the greateft ; 
for the Heart of Man is deceitful above all l^hings. 
And in all your Duties and Devotions towards God*, 
rather perform them joyfully than penfively j for God 
loves a chearful Giver. For your Religion, let it be 
direded according to that which fiiall be taught by 
thofe who are in God's Church, the proper. T eacher« 
thereof, rather than that you either fancy one to your- 
felf, or be led by Men that are fmgular in their owa 
Opinion, and delight to go in Ways of their own find* 
ing out : For you will certainly find Sobernefs and 
7 ruth .in the one» and much Un{leadiner3 and Vanity 
in the other. The King, I truft, will deal gracioufly 
with you 5 rcflore you tnofe Honours, and that For- 
tune, which a diftenipercd Time hath deprived you of^ 
together with the Life of your Father; which I rather 
advife might be by a new Gift and Creation from him- 
il'lf, than by any othei Means, to the End you may 
pay the Thanks to him, without having Obligations to 
any other. Be fure to avoid, as much as you can, to 
enquire after thofe that have been (harp in their Judg- 
ments towards me, and I charge you never to fufi'cr 
Thought of Revenge to enter into your Heart; but be 
careful to be informed who were my Friends in this 
Profecution, and to them apply yourfelf jto make them 
your Friends alfo; and on fuch you may rely, and be- 
ftow much of your Converfation amongft them. And 
Ood AJmi^hty, of his infinite Goodneiii, blefs you and 
/our Childrens Children i and Y\\s iLsittve Gi^oei.tvt^% \i\^V^ 
/our Shtas in like Manner-, v^^^^"^ :^^^ ^^ ^^^'^ 
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good Work, and ^ivc you right Underftanding in al* ^ 
Things, Amen, 

Your mod lovinj» Father, 

T. WENTWORTH. 

LETTER III. 

From a Gentleman at Lifbon, immediately after the Earth* 

quake ^ to his Son in London. 

My dear Son, 
T? K E you receive this from your unhappy Father, 
JQ^ you will have heard of the Deftrudion of tliis 
Fldce and of the calamitous Situation of its few re- 
maining miferable Inhabitants. God, in his infinite 
Mercy. prote£^ us! All that you have heard, will fall 
(hort of what I have fcen ; for no Words have Energy 
fufHcient to convey an Idea of a Scene fo amazingly 
dreadful. — Your poor Mother is no more ! aflc me not 
for your Siflers ! and as for myfelf, I am a Vagabond^ 
and condemned to feeic my Bread from tbofe who can 
ill afford to feed me. But the Lordjave^ and thi I^orJ 
hath taken away. "'Izm {sLtisRcd.^'AM msiy be for the 
beft, and our Friends are, I doubt nor, removeQ to a 
more permanent City, whofe Foundations are not to 
be (haken, and where Sorrow is no more. Let ue, 
my dear Child, prepare to follow them ; and that we ^ 
ma^ do fo, let us live here that we may fear no Diflo- 
lution, nor dread what may happen hereafter. Let us 
always be prepared fir the worft, and not depend' on a 
Death-bed Repentance ; for you fee we have not a. 
Moment that we can Coll oucown. St. Austin fays, 
f^e read of one Man who wasfaved at the Iqfl How^ 
that none may de/psir, and of but one^ that nom may pre* ' 
jume. How unfafe, how foolilb, therefore, it is, to 
pjt ofF that until To morrow, which is fo cflentially 
neceflary to be done To-day ? To-morrow may never 
come ! —Oh think of that ! you may be fnatched away 
in an Inftant, as Thoufands here have been, for there 
is no withftandin2 the Arms of the Almighty : No ! 
the Attempt would be vain, would he ^'t^Cvx^Ki^vsw-osf^^^ 
would be impious^ and you wvW 5itA^ rcv^ ^^^"t . ^'^ ^ 
Jiopc not too Jatc) that the onV^ ^e^^wa^ "^"^^^^^v^JSj^a 
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cidents of this Sort, is the leading a religious and gooJ 
Life. I am. 

Your truly affeftionate Father. 



L E T T E R IV. 

To Amelia^ with a GoldThimllt. 

Sept. 2?, 1770. • 

CA N you believe me, my little Friend, when I fay 
that the'Prcfent 1 now make you may be of more 
Service to you, in the Courfe of your Life, than the 
Ring of Gyges, afld that I deferve your Thanks as 
much as if I had given you the Cap of Fortunatus. 
Perhaps you may have heard only of the latter, I wilt 
explain to you the Virtues of the King: This, my little 
Fair, would render you invifible, whenever you chofe 
to be fo ; you rtiight then range thro' the Apartments 
of your Play-fellows unfeen, play ten Thoufand little 
Tricks, which, at prefent, is not in your Power to do; 
but, indeedy the greateft Advantages of the Ring are 
refer ved for another Age, when you may be prefent 
with your Lover, and difcover the true Sentiments of 
his Heart, perplex your Rival, hide her BrufTels and 
her Jewels the. Night before a Ball, and torment her 
with all the Arts of ingenious Mifchicf. Thefe are 
Advantages which, at prefent, perhaps, may not tempt 
you; the Cap, as I can eafily imagine, to be rather 
the Objed of your Wifhes ; but tell me, you fay, how 
this Thimble can be of fuch infinite Service ? 

At your Age, my little Friend^ Employment is of the 
utmoft Ufe ; to be bufy, if it be not learriing to be 
virtuous, will at leaft proteft you from the contrary 
Impreffions : Whilft vour Imagination is employed 
how bed to Ihade ai Rofe, or your Fancy determines 
the Colours of the various Parts of your Work, Vanity 
will fcarce havq Time to whifper in your Ear^ that you 
have more Beauty than another, or infpire you with too 
early a Love of Gaiety and Pleafure. ^ 

Whea yoa have lived to tVv?Lt {s.«t Vtv -^W^Vi. -ncvvit 
Itea/bn jfta/i be ripened, 70U vi\\Vrv^x>cv^V^, V^^^^^v^^ 
fJf^t choftlktlcSotiit^ wh\ch 70U1 Sex ^^e ^^^^^^1 
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proceed from a Fault in your Education, and that Idle- 
tfcl's is the Parent of Vice. Thus then, in the early 
Years of Life, whilft you place the Thimble on your 
Finger, you are guarding your Bofom againft the Ap- 
proach of Foibles which might banifti thofe from your 
Society, who were attra(3ed by the Charms of your 
Ferfon. 

Another of its Virtues, which, in all Probability, 
you can never want to experience, is, that if pro- 
perly applied, it contains a Charm againft the Calamities 
of Poverty. I have known many a Female, who, by 
its A/fill ancc, has fupported herfelf with Decency, and 
felt the Pleafure of living without depending on the. 
Beneficence of others. 

A few Years fince, when the Youth, whom your 
Eyes have wounded, fhall beg your Acceptance of 
fome Trifle, in the warmeft Te<ms imaginable, he will 
intreat you to prefervc it ; but I, on the contrary^ £ball 
defire you to be frequent in the Ufe of this, and to wear 
it out for my S^ke. I am, &c. 

LETTER V. *" 

On the Viciffttudes of human Life, . , 

REMEMBER, my Son, that human Life is the 
Journey of a. Day. We rife in the Morning of 
Youth, full of Vigour and full of Expeflation ; we 
fet forward vvith Spirit and Hope, with Gaiety and with 
Diligence, and travel on a while, in the llrait Road 
of Piety, tov. ards the MaiiAons of Reft. In a (hort 
Time we remit our Fervor, and endeavour to find fonoe 
Mitigation of our Duty, and fome more eafy Means' 
of obtaining the fame End. We then relax our Vi- 
gour, and refolve no longer to be terrified with Crimes 
at a Diftance, but rely upon our own Co.nftancy, and. 
vienturc to approach what we refolve never tj) t0M<;[ht ' 
We thus enter the Bowers of Eafe, and '^P^^-^jii^VHU 
Shades of Security. Here the Heat foftens, f i^^*^*^ 
lance fubfides ; we jare then willing to enquire»'Wihieth«^^7^ 
another Advance cannot be* maide, and whether, Wi^r-; ■ 
may not, at leaft, turn our Eyes upci^n the Gardens of : * 
Pleafure. We approach them with Scruple and' Heft- 
Viiioa ; we enter them, but tuV^i vvrevo\^NiSi "mx^ '^^^^^^^ 
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bling, and always hope to pafs iht6ugh,them without 
lofing the Road of VifUie^Hf^hicI) we, for a while, keep 
ill our Sight, and to vClh^h-Jwr^ropofe to return. But 
lemptatJon fucceeds Terrptation, and one Compli- 
ance prepares us for another ; we, in Time, lofe the 
Happinefs of Innocence, and folace our Difquiet with 
ftnfual Gratihcations. i'By Degrees we let fall the Re- 
membrance of our original Intention, and quit the only 
adequate Obje6l of rational Defire. we entangle 
ourfelves in Bufiref*, imniergc ourfelves in Luxury, and 
rove through the Labyiinths of Inconftancy, rilT the 
Darknefs of old Age begins to invade us, and Difeafe 
and Anxiety obftruct our Way, We then look back 
upon our Lives with Horror, with Sorrow, with Re- 
l^entancc; and wifti, but too often vainly wiih, that 
we had not forfaken the Ways of Virtue. Happy are 
they, my Son, who learn not to 4e(pair, but (hall re- 
member, that though the Day is paft, and their Strength 
is wafted, there )et remains one Effort to be made; 
that Reformation is never hopelefs, nor fincere Endea- 
vours ever unafliUed ; that the Wanderer may at length 
re^turn after all his Errors, and that he, who implores 
g Strength and Courape from above, (hall find Danger 
and Difficulty give Way before him. 

LETTER VL 

\\ iFrom a Father to his Son en his Admijfion into the 
\ V , Univerjhy. 

''■/ I Mv dear Son, 

YOU are now going itilo the wide World. Every 
Step you take is attended with Datiser, and re- 
quires Caution. My Eye is upon you no longer, and 
the Vigilance of G.overnors, and the Cart cf Futori?, 
cannot follow you everywhere. Few will have Con- 
cern or Affedion enough to advife you faithfully^ 
Your Condudt muft be a good deal regulated by your 
own Refle^licns. The only tit^ure Paths are thofe of 

-Religion ar)d Virtue, in which it will not be difficult 
for you to walk, if you live agreeably to that Simplicity 
of Life, which the Ruks of Ac^d^itvxvcail Societies pre- 

fcribe. Mix not Iqicmpeiauce VvvYv ^om\ %\^v4\cv^ 

* "^ '*'•• 
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Years, nor treiafure up Infirmities again ft an Age the 
fitteft for Employment. You have received HeaLh 
from your Parents, and you owe it to your Children. 
He careful in the Choice of your Company, pay Civi- 
lity to all ; have Friendfliip with few; not too quickly 
with any : An idle Companion will corrupt and difgrace 
you while you aifociate with him, and afperfe and ex- 
pofc you when you (ball (hake him off". In this, be 
advifcd by thofe whom I truft to, to do all good Offices 
for you. Whenever you find yourfelf wich Pcrfons of 
iuperior Age, or Quality, or station, or Endowments, 
pay a Deference to them; fo much is due to their Ex- 
perience and Charafter.' Modefty is the moft- amiable 
Virtue, efpecially in a young Man who profeffes him- 
felf a Learner. Poffibly, ht a large Society you may 
meet with fome bold lyviipg Men, who will think to. 
arrogate to themfel^es ii V'^lue amongft their ill-bred .. "^ 
Companions, fey dailng to-fay ahd do abufive Things ^ 
to their GiSverhofs; but "tfo not you imitate fuch Ex- 
amples ; iop Prudence is not Magnanimity. A brave 
Mind is<i|tjati perfcvering through the Difficulties of 
a virtuoufW miJi -ie ; in the Conqucft of irregular Aj#*^ 
petitcs and^Bions, and in fcomin^ to do any Thing 
that islftieaif or bafe. Have nothing to do with Po- 
litics, wTiicb, when you fhall have ftudied all your Life, 
you will not have found out what will hereafter be the. 
Humours or Refentments, or private Intcrefts or pub- 
lic Views of Men in Power: A Study, which, as it " 
is generally dire^ed, rather leads from Virtue, is fo- 
reign to your prefent Purpofc, and in which, if you 
could really have any.Skill, at your Age it would fcem 
to be afFc6led. : Take- the proper Advantages of living 
in a Society. . Obferve the different Tempers and Di^ 
pofitions of Men ; (hun their Vices, imitate their Vir- 
tues, make Ufe of their Learning, and Jet the many 
Eyes that are upon you, the Confcioufnefs of your Du • 
ty, and the Indignation to be infignificant, raife an 
Emulation in you to excel in fome Kind of Art or 
Knowledge that may hereafter be ufcful to the Public. 
From the Moment of your Entrance take Care of ^oa^ 
Reputation. Let not one Exevex^e ^ci ca\v -^jfi ^^wx 
Hands' that bath not employed ^out MXvcioft.VS'^^^'^^* 
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Notwithftanding the AfFeflion I^haye for you» I iQialt) 
not be able to do you the Service I defire, unlefs you 
siilift me with your Character. And, in all doubtful 
Cafes, let not your Father, who loves you beft, and 
your GovernorF, who are well able to dire£l you, be 
the only Friends that you will not confulr. 

[ am, &c. 



LETTER VlL 

Ti Demetrius, with a Prefent of Fruity on early rijtng^ 

June 28, 1770. 

YOU would have* received a much larger Quantity 
of Fruit, but to fay the Truth, my oand of Mu- 
fkians have made bold with more of it this Summer 
than ufual ; however, when I confider that 'tis the 
only Wages I pay them, I am no otherwife difpleafed 
with it, than as it prevents me from obliging my 
Friends in Town as I could wi(h. 

My Lucinda, you know, is extremely fond of Birds, 
and flxe fays, it would be cruel to deprive them of their 
Liberty, when we can be entertained with their Songs 
without iti to encourage then their Refidence amongft 
us, they are not denied a great Share of the Prod u<Sl ions 
of my Garden. 

We were this Morning at Six o'Clock in our Garden, 
an Hour which you are totally unacquainted with, and 
which, notwithftanding, affords the noblcft Scene which 
a human Creature can be. prefent at 

The Sun, my Demetrius, was juft rifen above the 
Horizon, and all the Eaftern Sky was tinged with 
BJufties, the Zephyrs, as they paffed, were fraught 
with Fragrance from the opening Flovi^rs, and the fea- 
thered Songfters were waked to their refpedtive Parts, 
in their ^4orning Hymn to the Author of Nature. 

Whilft my Lvcinda and I were walking, like a fond 

old'fafbioned Couple, Arm in Arm^ I could not but 

recolledl that Part of the Paradife loft, where Milton 

has defcribed our firft Parents as rifing to their Labours, 

and addreffing Uielr grau^uY Oivfoi\s to the bounteous 

Father of every Blefiing. 
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There is indeed feoiething which, at this time, in- 
fpires us with Gratitude to our Maker, and produces 
Sentiments in almoft every Bolbm, like thofe which 
are given to Adaiti : . \ ' 

Thefe are thy glorious Works* Parent uf Gobd^ 
Almighty, thine this univerfal Frame, ' 

Thus wondrous Fair, thyfelf how wondrous then : 
Unfpeakable, who firft above thefe Heavens 
To us inviiible or dimly feen. 
In thefe thy ioweft Works, yet thefe declare 
ThyGoodnefs beyond Thought, and Pow'r divine. 
There is Hkewi'fe fomethmg which muft create a 
grateful Scnfe of our Obligation to Heaven, when we 
wake again to Life, with the BIcfling of Health, and 
recollect that many have pafled the Night in all the- 
Anguifli of Pain and Difeafe. As for myfelf I Ihould 
retire to Sleep with no little Anxiety, if I were not 
aflured that we are proteded iti thofe Hours by oat 
Maker, when we are not confcioire of our own Ex- , 
iftence. There cannot furely be a more comfortable 
Refle<Stion, than betng conviftced that a Power who 
commands and dire£ls all Nature is pur Guard, with«. 
out whoie Knowledge no A&ioiv is committed, nor 
even the moft fecret Thought can arife. 

With this Confidence of Security, the good Man 
commits himfelf to the Arms of Sleep, where all be- 
fides muft fear it, and feels Serenity, where every other 
Bread: muft be difcompofed. 

The unufual Serenity of the Morning, which in^ 
fpired every Warbler with Chearfu4nefs, detained us 
in the Garden tail our little Boy came running to inform 
us that the Breakfaft waited. 

* Is it not extremely abfurd, faid Lucinda. as we 
' returned, for Mankind to complain of the ihort Dn* 

* ration of their Lives, when they even refufe to live 

* a Number of Hours which Providence has beftowed 

* on them. • How many can we recoiled amongft our 

* Acquaintance, who have been loft to every Joy this 

* Morning has afforded us, and who may, notwith- 

* ftanding, before Night aflert, that the ^yi w^vs^Vx 

* Men in general attain to, fci>*«:^ or\>i \5:k ^ow^Nx<i^ 

* tbctn to a fuperiicial Kno>N'\cAjjt ot \\i^ ^^v^^^"^^ "^"^^ 

H. 
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*" that old Age ^approaches altnoft as Toon as we begin 
♦ to live.' 

Such, indeedy is frequently, the Language of human 
Creatures, who lofe the moft valuable Parts of every 
Day. Such too have I heard from your Mouth, but 
then, indeed, you rife—by Eleven. 

Lucinda and myfelf who are great Advocates for 
early Hours, want much to try whether we cannot 
reform you, as we have already done Leontes ; and 
ihould therefore rejoice to fee you amongft us ; there 
is then fome Probability of your feeing the Svn rife, 
which I llncerel^ believe you have not done for many 
Years, and which is one of the moft pleaiing Scenes 
upon the Theatre of Nature. I am, &c« 

LETTER Vlir. 

7!? Lucinda, on the Happinefs wf a dsmeflk Matrimenial 

Life. 

July 5, 1770. 

AFTER fo many Years which we have pafled, 
my Lucinda, almoft without Separation, one 
would naturally imagine that the few Days Abfence I 
have known (hould not be difpleafmg, and yet, believe 
me, 1 am already tired of the Town, and am preparing 
to leave it with the utmoft Expedition to return to do* 
roeftic Joys. 

When I refleft on my Difpofition, I am greatly 
thankful to Providence that the fame Diflike for pubh'c 
Pleafures has always prevailed in Lucinda as myfelf, 
and that we have been actuated by the fame Inclina- 
tions during the Tenor of our Lives. 

Though I own myfelf in general but little fond of 
the Town, yet I never fail of leeing Objefls in it which 
remind me of my own Felicity, and increafe the Love 
I bear you. Alas ! my Dear, the fafliionable l>nor of 
matrimonial Lives is fo little fuited to my Turn of 
Mind, that I muft ha^% been wretched with what is 
now called a very good Wife. 1 could by no Means 
hive endured to fee the Heart of the Woman I loved, 
entirely devoted to P\e2iV\ue, t\ox Vwt ^.n^yv V^^en con- 
re/] t to fharc it with the K'\u^ ol T\uc\^^. 
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It is, however, happy for Mankind, that the fattfe 
Delicacy does not univcrfally prevail, as there are noy/(r 
oiatiy Couples who are thought to he happy, becaofe 
the Wife has never tranfgrefled the Bounds of Virtue; 
nop the Huiband treated her with Language which he 
would be afhamed to ufe to a Stranger. 1 heir Amufe-* 
tnents are di(tin£i from each other, they know nothing of 
that heart-felt Joy which arifes from being with thole 
they love, fecluded from every Eye, and breathing the -• 
Sweets of the balmy Evening. Their only Care is re- 
fining thofe Pleafurfs which Repetition has rendered 
dull, and inventing new Arts to pafs the tedious Day*, 
which, notwithilanding their Endeavours, affords fome 
Hours in which that moft im|;>ertinent of all Compani* 
ons, called Self^ never fails of Intrufion* 

There are many Women in the World, I believe^ 
to whom I might have made a good Hufband; but I 
do not recolledt any one but my Lucinda who could 
have made me a happy one. How greatly then am I 
indebted to thy amiable Difpofition and Virtues, itnce 
Indifference and Content are to be incompatible in the 
Marriage State. To Heaven, likewife, my fmcerefi: 
Thanks are due, for preferving its beft and moft va- 
luable Gift to blefs my Life. For as Milton elegantly 
exprelles it. 

With thee converfing, I forget all Time ; 
All Seafons and their Cfhange, all pleafe alike* 
Sweet as the Breath of Morn her Rifing fweet. 
With Charm of earlieft Birds ; pleafant the Sun, 
When iirft on this delightful Land he fpreads 
His orient Beams, on Herb, Tree, Fruit and Flower, 
GliftVing with Dew; fragrant the fertile Earth 
After foft ShowVsj and fweet the cottiine on 
Of grateful Evening mild ; then filent Nieht, 
With this her folemn Bird, and this fair Moon, 
And thefe the Gems of Heaven, her ftarry Train :. 
But neither Breath of Morn when {he afcends •' 

With Charm of earlieft Birds; nor rifing Sun * 
On this delightful Land^ not Ht\\i, "^wjkW^'^^jw^v \^ 
GJtlh'ring with Dew ; nor Fi2L^t^v\ct> i^x« ^Stvw^^^^ , 
Nor gritcful Evening OiVid ; uot GVttsx'^v^'^'^> -^^ 
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.With this, her folemn Bird, nor walk by McK>n> "* 
Or glittering Starlight without thee is fwect. . 

Having once begun thofe beautiful Lines of my Ltf^ 
cinda's favourite r<Ht, I found it impoflible to break off 
fooner; nay, I was pleafed to be able to eXprefs fo ele* 
gantly. the Language of my Heart. 

Arathes, who is juft come in, and has looked ever 
my Shoulder, upon feeing fo much Poetry , cried out« 
yery fine, truly, I (ball take the iirft Opportunity to 
inform Luciikia of this, I affiire yoUr If you have any 
Thing, I replied, to acquaint Lucinda with, you may 
make Ufe ot me« for I am now writing to her. How*s 
this, fays Aranth<:s, what* larding yojr Letters with 
Poetry, after more than twenty Years Marriage? I 
concluded you were addrefling fome other Fair One, 
and endeavouring to foften her inexorable Heart by the 
Mufe's Ai£ftance« But come with me to Lady ■ ■ 's^ 
Not a Word, however, of Lucinda all Night; to bq 
feen with fuch an old-^fhioned Creature as you, would 
fpoil my Reputation entirely, if your CharatSter fhould 
once be known. 

You know Aranthes, my Lucinda, extremely well, 
and will perceive, by this, that he is fliU the fame Man 
as ever. He defires me to apologize for bis taking me 
from you, as he calls ir, and at the fame Tjme to fend 
you his Compliments. My Blefling to the Children, 
whom I (ball make h^ppy by fome little Prefents at . 
my Return ; to thee, my Love, I (hall bring a Heart 
more truly thine than evef, more intimately acquainted 
with thy Virtues, and more pecfedlly convinced of its 
own Felicity. Believe me, &C* 



-^ . _ .. 



LETTER IX. 

To Cleanthes, on Friendjhipy Jge and Death. 

Nov. 15, 1770. 

IT is no fmall Alleviation of that Anxiety which 
the Lofs of a Friend produces, to rcfled that the 
lame Virtues which procured him our Lfteem, will 
//Jbewi/e entitle him to eleTt\2\ H2lvv\^^^^* TVx^Cou- 
lulation I received upoa c\of\tv^ v>ci^ Y-i^^ 01 ^^^"^^^^ 



The C^plctc Lett BR- Writer. 149 

the )aft and moft melancholy Office which FriendQiip 
can perform. ^ • 

At length, my Cleanthes, that Frienddiip^ which wc 
once divided, is now confined to ourfelves. We have 
feen thofe who advanced with as along the V^aleof Life, 
fink.into the Grave^ and . have lived to be the only 
Links of the Chaia of Friendfliip which we helped tQ 
conftitute at our Entrance on the World. We have 
tf)gether, in the Hours- of Youth, looked ba(^(;jv)ci 
defpifedrhe Toys of Infancy, in o\xc.Mznhq0d)9f€)iiye 
fmiled at the Pleafures of our Youth, andaVe aow'eocne 
to that Age in which we look back on all alike, and con- 
fider every :.Profpe<^ that terminate^ on this Side thq 
Grave as beneath our Notice. or Regard. 
. At this Seafon of Life, one of the mo({ confiderabl^ 
Pleafures which remains to human Nature, Wa the 
Recolie£lion of the Moments which jire pad. Now^ 
whilft I write, my Cleantbes, I recall with Satisfa£iion 
the Time ki which wc were induced, by a Parity of 
Sentiments, to form the focial Cojin^flion, and the 
ideady Union in which we have, pafled from that Hour 
to the.prefent« The Titoe approaches which mud put 
a Period to our JFriendthip, none hope that Providence 
will extend their- Lives to-an unufual Length but thofe 
who fear to die } as for ourfelves, we have reachedT 
that Age which few are born to attain, and whjch, 
in the Language of an admired Writer* requires a 
great deal of Providence to produce. I flatter myfelf, 
that our Days have been fo fpent, that we have no Rea- 
fon to tremble at the Thought of our; lift, nor imbitter 
the remaining Part of our Life with Apprehenfions for 
the inevitable Hour to come. 

. We have lent the Tear of Pity to Diftrefs, and al- 
leviated the Misfortunes of our Fellow Creatures, we 
have neither indulged our Paffions, nor negleded the 
Praife we owe the Author of our Mercies. Why, 
therefore fliould we tremble? We leave a eWorld, 
whofe Pleafures we are no longer capable of poflefling, 
we have palled thro' its Enjoyments, and have found 
them vain, we leave it for the hap^ielioC S\.^$jt^\ K-ss^ 
yet the tender Tie of Pareuls Vvo\<^% >\^\ n««. ^ecl^i5^^s»^^ 
epofe whom Nature obU^s us\o\o\^-. ^^'^^^'^^ 



150 The Complete LBTtrBR-WRirERv, 

member that we leave them to the Care of a divine Pro* 
vidence, and be thankful that we were not called whilft 
their Alinds wtre yet unformed, or we had conduiSled 
them from the Budding to the Bloom of Reafon. 

If at any Time a Kind of WiQi arifes which would 
defer the Hour that Heaven has alloted for my Jaft, 'tis 
when 1 am furrounded by my Family, and obferve the! 
Looks of Tendernefs which they gratefully bcftow on 
me; yet fometimes their being prefent has the oppoilte 
Effcfi, and I am apprehenfive left the Moment Jhouid 
not arrive till I mourn the Lofs of a Child. 

I know not that any Thing would give more confide- 
lable Aqnnfcinent than our reviewing together our paft 
Lives, and recolleding the Dangers we have paft from 
the Storn^ of our PafBons, wheiv now Time has lulled 
them to reft. It would not be unentertaining, I ima- 
ginCf to cclltSt the various Opinions and Ideas we have 
nad of the fame Objcd, and mark the Proerefs of the 
human Mind thr<fugh the different Stages of Life. Cle- 
-anthes, therefore, who enjoys the Bieiling of Health 
in a more eminent Degree than his Friend, will haften 
to fee and give him the greateft Sacisfa<5tion he can pof- 
fibly know. 

I write this from the Grotto which Lucinda's Fancy 
decorated* and where we have pailed fo many happy 
Hours. Providence has taken Care to wean us from 
the Love of Life by Degrees. Scarce have we reached 
the ripened Age of Manhood before we have more 
Friends in the Grave than furviving, and from that 
Moment, which is almoft the firft of ferious Refleeiion, 
wc begin to perceive the Vanity of human Happinefs. 
It was the Will of Heaven that I ihould mourn the Lofs 
of my Lucinda, and feel the Pang of Separation, yet 
not till we had grown old in Love, and fvveetened the 
greateft Part of our Lives with connubial Happinefs. 
Since the Retrofpedl Part of our Lives prefents us with 
nothing which ftiould terrify our Imagination, let us 
pafs the remaining Days which Heaven {hall allot us in 
calm Serenity, and in Kefignation to the divine Will. 



V^\wt.Y\fe>^^t 
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Whenever the deftined Hour (hall come, my Clean- 
thes, may we fink contented from the Word, and in 
the perfed Aflurance of eternal Happinefs. 

I am, kc* 

LETTER X. 

A LtttiT from Bljhop Atterbury to his Son Obadiah, at 
Chriftchurch College^ in Oxford. 

( Containing fomi ufiful Hints in ngard to writing Litters*) 

Dear Obby, 

I Thank you for your Letter, becaufe there are mani* 
feft Signs in it of your endeavouring to excel yourfclf, 
and of Confcq lence to pleafe me. You have (uccebded 
in both Rdpedh, and will always Aicceed, if you think 
it worth your while to confider what you write, and to 
whom, and let nothing, though of a trifling Nature^ 
pafs through your Pen negligently \ get but the Way of. 
writing corre£lly and ju(tly, Tiniie and Ufe will teaich 
you to write readily afterwards \ not but that tot> much 
Care may give a StifFnefs to your Stile, which ought in 
all. Letters, by all Mean?, to be avoided. The Turn* 
of them (bould be always natural and eftfy, foi: they \t6 
an Image of private and familiar Converfation. I men-< 
tion this with Rcfpeft to the four or five firft Lines of. 
yours, which have an Air of Poetry, and do therefore 
naturally refolve themfelves into Blank Verfes. I fend 
you your lyetier again, that yourfelf may now make the 
fame Obfcrvation. But you took the Hint of that 
Thought from a Poem, and it is no Wonclcr, therefore, 
that you heightened the Phrafc a little when you were 
cxpreffing it. The reft is as it fliould be ; and particu* 
larly there is an Air of Duty and Sincerity, which, if it 
comes from your Heart, is the moft acceptable Prefent 
y#u can make me. With thefe good Qualities an iocor- 
re6^ Letter would pleafe me, and without them the Hn^ 
Thoughts and Language will make no lafting Impreflion 
on me. The ^reat Being fays, you know— — A^f Son^ 
give me thy Hearty implving, that without it all othec 
Gifts lignify nothing. Let me cov^y^x^ N^>a.^ ^icsRx^^^.'^-* 
never to fay any Thine, eaVttt \tv ?l V*xx^^> ^^ ^cs«wocw^^ 
Co/iverfation, that you do not \\v\vC^„>a>ax ^^^^^ ^ 
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let youf Mind and your Wocds go together on the mo 
trivia) Occafion^.. Shelter not the lead Degree c 
Iniincerity under the Notion of a Compliment,, whid 
as far a^ it defervcs to be practifed by a Man of Pre 
bity, is only the moft civil and obliging Way of fayin 
what you really mean ; and whoever employs it othei 
wife, throws away Truth for Breeding : 1 need not tt 
>K>u how little hrs Character gets by fuch an Exchange 
I fav not this as if! tufpeded that in any Parte 
your Letter you intended to write what was propei 
without any Regard to what was true ;. for I am re 
folved to believe that vou were in Earneft from the fie 
girtning to the End of it, as much as I am, when 1 te 
you that 1 am, 

Your lovfaig Father^ &c. 

L E T T E R XI. 

• 

From a young Lady in one oftbt Canary Iflinds^to her Sijlti 
hi England, whomflye nod never feen ; containing a prej 
• fmg Invitation to her to come qver^ and dejcnhing thi 
Beauties of the Place^ in order to prevail on her, 

MUST we for ever, ipy dear Sifter, converfe only 
at this unhappy Diftance?* Are we born 

#f the (am.Q Parents, to be eternal Aliens to each 
other——! have been told Wonders of your Wit, 
Ingenuity, and Good Nature r—Muft Strangers, oi 
at leaft very diflant Kindred, reap all the Benefit oi 
thcfe amiable Qualities, while thofe who arc nearefl-, 
aind ought, methinks, to be deareft> mourn the Want 
of it.— They fay there is a fbcret Sympathy bt-- 
t'ween Perfons of the fame Bloody and I am lure i fee] 
it; bow is it then with >ou?— — — Have you never 
any of thofe Yearnings,, lho(e Longings, to fee the 
Daughter of your Father and your Mother, which fo 
poweffully agitate me in my daily Mufings and my 
nightly Dreams ? — If not Aifeftion, Pity fliould make 
vou wifh to be with a Sifter, who ftands fo much in 
Weed of your Affiftance, You know, my Father's 
j5^rcat Affairs fuft'cr him feldom to be with his Fa- 
/w/yj;— -Death has dcprwed u\to^ vcv^ '^caXv^x ^ ■a.tvd 
Devotion of her Sifter \, bui fti.^ io\^'a>{ji^ \ftfc ^vwVj x 
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join herfelf to her Creator; you have no fuchPlea: 
And as you are (ix Years older than myfelf, and of a 
much Superior Under (landing, it is a Kind of Duty in 
you to be with me, to correal the Errors of my un- 
experienced Youth, and form my Mind by- the Model 

of your own. Believe me, I would be moft obedient 

to your Inftruclions, and love the Precepts fbr the 
Xeacher*s S^ke— — — What can with-hold you from 
coming to a Place where your Prefence is fo ardently 
defired ?- — What can you find fo pleafing to yoii in 
2, (kingdom rent with internal Divifions ? — Where 
Father again ft Son, and Brother againft Brother, main- 
tain unnatural Conteft !— A Kingdom, where Pride, 
Injuftic?, Luxury, and Prpfaneneis* are almoft uni- 
A^erfal, and Religion become a Reproach to the Pro- 
fcf5on !— — A Kingdom, finking by fwift Degrees-ijito 
Mlfery and Contempt, yet infatuated fo far as to doat 

on the Caufe of their Undoing. ^— At leaft this is 

the Account we have of it. — Can this .be agreeable to 
a Perfon of your nice and diftingiiifhing Tafte !— — O 
ray dearcft Sifter ! liften to the Dilates of Reafon, of* 
Duty, and of Nature, all join to call you from that 
worfe than Egypt into the Land of Cafiaan—^Here 
Peace and Innocence, go Hand in Hand, and all the 

Graces, all the Pleafures, wait upon their Steps No. 

foreign Wars, no home-bred Jars,, no Envy, no Dif- 
truft, difturb the foft Serenity of thefe blifsful Seats, 
but all is Harmony andiLove— Eternal Zephyrs watch 
our Morning Wakings, bringing ten thoufand Odours 
on their Wings, and tempt us to the Groves from 
whence they ipring — In Troops wc wander through 
the yejpimine Lanes, or fit in Orange- Bowers, where 
Fruits, lipc and in Bloflbm,. charm our Smell and 

Tafte Sometimes on Mules we take Ihort Journies 

to Tenmffe^ and on the Foot of that; ftupendous 
Mount, recline on Banks of Rofe& umbrella'd over with 
fpreadin^ Myrtl.es:— Then change the Scehe, and view 
the fpacious Vineyards^ where huge Alcoves of cluf- 
tering Grapes hang pendant over our Heads.— —Some- 
times we roam through a long. Gallery of fiately Pines, 
whofe loaded Boughs prefent us every Kind oC t'^vikx^ 
in one. ^j3ut»Ui^re is no ddciWvw^X^i^^ >^5t ^-^xx^vc^ 
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Sweets which Nature, with a laviQi Hand, pours on 
thefe IfleSy which juftly have the Name of Fortunate! 
nor (I flatter myfelf will there be any Need of farther 
ArguipentSy to bring you to us; — my Father has juft 
now mformed me, that Captain *** carries his pofitive 
Orders for your coming, and ( may now reft in an af- 
fured Hope of enjoying the Happinefs I {o long and fo 
earneftly have wi&ed ; yet I am craving ftill more — I 
would fain, methinks, imagine, if I could, that, with 
your Obedience to oar Father, feme little Share of 
i^ve for me was mingled, and that you will embark with 
the more Readinefs, by the thoughts that you wiiJ em- 
brace one who has fo tender an AfFe£lion for you, and 
thinks it the greateft Bleffing to fubfcribe herfelf. 

My dear Sifter, 
Your moft affectionate and nooft obedient Servant, 

MARIA BOYLE. 



LETTER XII. 

Fr$m Mijs Middleton to Mifs Pemberton, giving her^bi 
melancholy Account of her Si/ier's Death. 

Dear Mifs Pemberton, 

JUST as I was fetting out for Worcefterfliire, in or- 
der to follow my Sifter, who, you know, has been 
lomc Time there, I received a Letter from my Aunt, 
acquainting me that (he was taken ill laft Friday, and 

died in two Days after. Yes, that lately fo much 

admired, that ^lendid Beauty, is now reduced to a 
cold Lump of Clay,— —for ever clofed afe thofe once 
fparkling riyes ;— — --hufhed is that Voice that gave 
fo much Delight 3 thofe Limbs which Ast has ranfack'd 
to adorn, have now no other Covering than a fimple 
Shroud, and in a few Days will be confined within 
the narrow Compa(s of a Tomb. — Ah ! what is Life ? 

What all the gaudy Pride of Youth, of Pomp, of 

Gandeur 1 What the vain Adoration of a flattering 

World ! delufive Pleafures,— fleeting Nothings, 

how unworthy are you of the Attention of a reafonable 

Being ! You know the gay Manner in which we 

b^ve always lived, and wilU no Doubt, be furprized 
C{j find Expreflxons of this K\u4 ie\\ l^^Axt tw^^ <tv>— \i>ax v 
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my dear Ptmherton^ hitherto my Life has been a Dream ; 

but I am now, thank Heaven, awake.: My Sifter's. 

Fate has rouzed me from my Lethargy of Mind,>made 
me fee the Ends for which I was created, and refleft 
that there is no Time to be loft for their Accomplifh- 
ment. — Who cian aflure me, chat in an Hour, a Mo- 
ment, I may not be as {be is! And if fo, oh ! how 

unfit, how unprepared to make my Audit at the great 
Tribunal !-**— In what a ftrange Stupidity havi I palled 
fourteen or fifteen Years; (for thofe of my Childhood are 
not to be reckoned,) — I always knew that Death 

was the Portion of Mortality, yet never took the leaft 
. Care to arm againft the Terrors of it.* ■Whenever 
I went a little Journey, I provided myfelf with all 
Things neceflary, yet have I got nothing ready for that 
long, laft Voyage, 1 muft one Day take into another 

World : What an Infatuation to be anxious for ^; 

the minuteft Requifites for Eafe and Pleafure, in a 
Dwelling where 1 propofcd to ftay a few Weeks, ot 
Months, perhaps* yet wholly regardlefs of what was 
Wanting for making my Felicity in an eternal Situation. 
Reafon, juft kindled, ftiudders at the Recollc6lion of 
the endlefs Train of Follies I have been guilty of: 
Well might the p^^or Berinthia feel all their Force j— - 
vain, gay, unthinking as myfelf, I tremble at the bare 
Imagination of thofe Ideas, which her laft Moments, 
muif infpire, for I now faithfully believe with Mr. /iP^/- 
levt that, 

Leavlnj^ the Old^ hoih tVorlds at once thef view 
IFhpJiand upon the Threjbold of the New. 

Whether it was the Suddennefs of her Fate, or % 
Letter (he wrote to me not two Hours before her Death, 
I know not, that has made this Alteration in me;.- 
but of this I am certain, that I can never enough ac- 
knowledge the Goodnefs of that divine Power with- 
out who^ Aififtance it could not have been brought 
^bout. 

I (hall make no Apology for this melancholy Epiftle, - 
becaufe I am very fenfible that whattvet C^w:.^x\ ^^>^ 
may feeJ for my Sifter, it w\\\ \it ^\c^\\>i ^^NSax^^->^H^ 
£naing I am become at laft a w;aSoTv'«3Jc>\^ C\^?k\xc^^- ^^ 



/ 
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enclofe you the Letter (he fent, to the End you maf 
judge with what Kind of Sentiments fbe left this 
World. - Heaven has, I hope, accepted her Con- 

trition, and will enable me, as you will and ihe.defires^ 
to be more early in mine. 

I am, dear Mifs, 
Your moft affiled bumble Servant, 

MIDDLETON. 



LETTER Xlir. 

Enclojed in the f ongoing. 

J^fifs Middteton's Letter to her Sifter^ wrote afetv H^urs, 
before her Deaths advifing her not to defer making tbt 
neceffary Preparationsjbr Futurity, 

My dear Sifter, 
IDE FORE this can poflibly reach you, the un-^ 
J3 changing Fiat will be pafled upon me, and I fhaJl 
be either happy or miferabie for ever.-^ — ^None about 
me pretend to flatter me with the Hopes of feeing ano- 
ther Morning*' Short Space to accomplim the 

mighty Work of eternal Salvation \ Yet 1 cannot 

leave the World without admonifhing,— witboiit con- 
juring ypu to be more early in preparing for that dread- 
ful Hour, you are fure not to eicape, and know not 
how (hortly it may arrive : — ^We have had the fame 
Sort of Education,— have lived in the famie Manner,, 
and though accounted very like, have refemhled e. ch 
other more in our Follies than our Faces. — Oh !' what " 
a Watte of Time have we not both been guilty of \ 

To drefs well has been our Study. Parade, Equi- 

pigr, and Admiration our Ambition. — r--Pleafure our 
Avocation, and the Mode our God:-' How often 
alas ! have I profaned, in idle Chat, that facred Name, 
by whofe Merits alone I have Hopes to be forgiven \ 
How often have I fat and heard his Miracles and Suf- 
ferings ridiculed by the faHe Wits of the Age, without 
feeling the leaft Emotion at theBl.afphemy !— Nay, 
how often have I royfelf, becaufc I heard others do io, 
called in Qu^ftion thai ¥ux.uut^ \ tv^vj ^^ to yrove» 
Mnd am already. conViticcd oi\ Ox^ Vi^m^^^^ jpu^ 
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thinks, I fee the blifsful Seats of Paradise unveiled j— 
I hear ten thoufand Myriads of Myriads of celeftial 
Fornis tuning their golden Harps to Songs of Praife, 
to the unutterable Name. — The next a Scene all black 
and gloomy, fpreads itfelf before me, whence iflue 
nought but Sobs, and Groans, and horrid Shrieks*—- 
My flu<£^uating Imagination varies the Profpe£t, and in- 
volves me in a fad Uncertainty of my eternal Doom:— 
On one Hand beckoning Angels fmile upon me, while 
on the other the Furies ftand prepared tofeizemy fleet* 
ing Soul.— *— Methinks I dare not hope, nor will the 
Rev. Doftor G*** fufFcr me to defpair ;— — he com- 
forts me with the Promifes in holy Writ, which, to my 
Shame, I was unacquainted with before.; but now 1 feel 
them Balm to my tormented Confcience. — Dear, dear 

Sifter, I muft bid you eternally adieu; 1 have dif- 

charged my Duty in giving you this Warning: O ! may 
my Death, which vou will fhortly hear of, give it that 
Weight I wifh andf pray for: You are the lalf Obje<2 of 

my earthly Cares : 1 have now done with ail below^ 

(hall retire into myfclf> and devote the few Mo- 
oients allowed me to that Penitence which alone can 
entitle me to a glorious Immortality. I die,, 

Your fincere a Friend, 
And mod affedtionate and departing Sifter, 

B E R I N T H I A. 



LETTER XIV. 

ALtntr U M:fs TV' — , advifiug her to take care of her 

Hsufey i^c. 

AS you are a Tenant at Will, in a very handfpme 
genteel Houfe, and are now capable of furnift)ing 
k in the politeft Manner, ruling it by the ftri<5)eftMax^ 
ims of CEcpnomy and Decorum, permit a Friend to- 
give a few curfory Hints in an AiFair of fo rauch Impor-; 
tance. . . : ' 

. Your Building is compofed of fome of the fineft Ma*' 
terials I ever (aw, and is fo much the more liable tc\ 
difcover anv Flaw or Soot tJcvaxxrw^ ^K.o.^^wv5:^'^^^io>^ j 
it. *ris erefteA ot 2i^tov^x^^£\^'^> ^'v^^^^ 
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reared on a regular Plan, and finifhed with the mod 
accurate Proportion. — On the Top ftands an 

eminent Turret, furniflied with a Room of globular 
Form, which I obferve has two cryftal Windows in the 
Front; thcfe are fo conftrufted as to be exceeding ufefuK 
as they command an extenfive Pfofped^, and, if always 
kept clean and bright, will prove a very great Ornament 
to the Houfe. I advife you not to look through them at 
every Objeft that paflcs by ; be fure to (hut them foon 
at Night, and you may open them as early as you pleafe 

in the Morning. On each Side 1 difcover a fmall 

Portal to receive Company ; take Care they don't always 
ftand open, for then you will be crowded with Vifitors, 
and perhaps with many fuch as you will not like ; let 
them never be fliut againft the inftruSing Parent, the 

advifing Friend, or the fupjjlicaiing Orphan. ^I 

took Notice of one Gate in the Front, at which all 
your Company gods out ; let that generally be barred 
clofe ; be cautious what Vifitors you let out publickly, 
left any of ill Charafters be feen coming from it, you 
draw a ScanJal upon your Houfe : It will be neceflary 
therefore to lay a ftriCT Injundion of Vigilance on yotrr 
two Porters, who ftand Centinels in Liveries of the deep- 

eft Scarlet, juft without the Ivory Pallifades. I 

have feen fome People paint the two Pannels, juft below 
the Windows ; but I would advife you to the contrary, 
for your natural Colours far exceed all the Decorations of 

Art. This Part of the Edifice is fupported by a 

Pillar oi Corinthhn Marble, whofe Bafe is ornamented 
with two Alabaftcr Semi-Globes, over which is gene- 
rally drawn a fine Lawn Curtain of admirable Needle- 
V^ork. 

Beneath is the great Hall, in which you have a fmall 
Clofet of exquifice Workmanfliip ; this, I fuppofe, is 
the Place of your fecret Retirement, open to none but 
yourfelf, or fome faithful intimate Friend. - ■ -I advife 
you to keep this always clean, furnilh it well, make it 
3 little Library of the beft practical Authors, and vi« 
fit it frequently, efpecially when you return Home 
from Churchy or leave a Circle of Acquaintance, which 
you have met at the Tca»Ta\A^ • X-^v >Xi^ Qw\£\4^ c^C 
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the Hall not appear like an Herfc hung round with 
Efcutcheons, nor like a Coach of State, bedaubed with 
Gilt and Colouring ; but let it be plain, neat and cleant 
to convince the World that 'tis kept more for Uk than 
Ornament. 

You are fenfible, Mifs, Time effaces the Beauty, and 
demolifhes the Strength of the nobleft Structure, and 
therefore will not be furprifed to find your little Tene- 
ment fubjedi to the fame Change : Doubtlefs, it bas of* 
ten wanted Repairs, though . you have lived in it no 
longer, which are plain Intimations that the Houfe will 

one Day falL ^You may foon be turned out 

the Landlord may give you Warning, or may not— — 
this is all uncertain — be ever ready to go when called 
upon, and then you will not be afraid to kave ic at the 

fh()rteft Notice. |-One Thing I would obferve too^ 

is, that when you quit the Houfe, no other Tenant will 
inhabit it, but 'twill lie wafte and in Huins; yet the 
Proprietor will fome Time or other rebuild if for your 
Reception in a more durable Manner, with- the fame 
Materials, but fo refined and modified, that it will be 
liable to no Accident or Decay; and as it is abfolutely 
neceffary that your Habitation be new reared in fome 
other Place, I heartily wifti it may be in a finer Country, 
under a milder Climate, and well (heltered from all 
Storms; then will your Situation be happy and bonou« 
raBle, and your Leafe never expire. 

Yours, &c. 
ROBERT N. 



LETTER XV. 

From a fenftblt Lady^ with a never-failing Receipt for a 

Beauty-Wa(h. 

AS you fcem fo intent on improving the perfbnii 
Charms of your already amiable Daughter, I ci 

no longer delay anfwering your Letter»r You woulc 

be glacH you fay, pf a Receipt to make a Waih ; but it 
mull be perfed^l^' innocent. What I recoav^^-cA^^*^-* 
dam, is truly foi and will gteaxX^ \\\\x^\^xr -wx^ ^^^^^'^"^'^ 
ber Complexion. ^^ 
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Pray let her obferve the following Rules. 
In the Morning* feir Water is to be ufed as a Prepa- 
ratory ; after which (he mud abftain from all fuddcn 
Gufls of PaiHon, particularly .Envy^ as that gives the 
Skin a fallow Palenefs. It may feem trifling to talk of 
Temperencc; yet muft this be attended to, both in 
Eating and Drinking, if (be would avoid thofe Pimples^ 
for which the advertifcd Waflies are a boafted Cure. 
Inftead of Rouge let her ufe moderate Exercife, which 
will excite a natural Bloom in her Cheeks not to be 
imitated by Art* Ingenuous Candour, and unaffected 
Good-Humour, will . give an Opepnefs to her Coun- 
tenance that will make her uniyerfally agreeable. / A 
Defire of pleafmg will add Fire to her fyes, and breath- 
ing the Morning Air at Sun-Rife will give her Lips 
a Vermilion Hiie. That amiable Vivacity, which, (he 
now poilefTes, may be happily heightened and pre- 
fer ved, if (he avoids late Hours and Uard Playing, but 
not otherwife; for the iirft gives the Face a drowfy 
djfagreeable Afpedy and the laft is tl^e Mother of 
Wrinkles.-^^ A white Hand is a very defirable Or- 
nament ; and a Hand can never be white unlefs it be 
kept clean: Nor, is this allj for if the young Lady 
will excel her Companions in this Refr^^d^, fhe muft 
keep her Hands in conflant Motion, which will oc- 
cafion the Blood to circulate freely, and have a won-* 
derfiil EfFe6^. The Motion I would recommend, is 
working at her Needle* brufhing up the Houfe, or 
twirling the Diftaff. It was this Inftruftry in our 
Grand- Mothers which gave Kmller an Opportunity 
of gratifying Pofterity with the View of fo many fine 

Hands and Arms in his incomparable Portraits — ^ 

A few Words more, and I have done. Let her 

nrtferve an unafFedted Neatncfs in her Apparel ; her 
Fortune will permit her todrefs elegantly ; but her good 
Senfe ihould always prevent her from defccnding to 
Gaudincfs, which ftrikes the Eyes of the Ignorant, 
but difg'jfts tTiofc of true Tafte and Difcernmcnt ; bc- 
fides, Madam, your Daughter has fo many natural 
Gharm^, that {he can have no Occafion to wear Cloaths 
that \^'il\ attraft ^U the Aileution of the Multitude. 
She nofliffes more Beautxc^- t^'wv ^^ v^ ^s^ci^-ak^x^d 
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v^ith, which is no fmall Addition to her Merit ; but 
how can it be otnerwife, when (he is your Daughter, 
and has you for an Example ? I am, ice. 

LETTER Xyi, 

Domejiic Rtde thi Province of ihs jyife: 

Madam, 

IMuft affert. that the Rieht of direaing domeftic Af- 
fairs is, by the Law of Nature, in'tlie VVomani and 
that we are perfedly qualified for the Exercife of Domi- 
nion, notwithftanding what has often been faid by Male 
Cots to the contrary. Thofe who pretend to dire£i our 
bringing-up, feem to have defined us to that Power 
which they would afterwards difpute. We are em- 
ployed in our Samplers, or diverting ourfelves wilh our 
Babies : We pafs from our Mother's Nurfery to bur 
own, and from imaginary Vifits' to reail ones, without 
fatiguing ourfelves with a Variety of unnecefFary Ac- 
quirements, on which the Men moft v^luc themfeivesi 
Indeed, which I would condemn too eager a Purfuit of^ 
we are taught Singing and Dancing; but what are thefe 
to the Drudgery oF Schools and if nivcrfitie? ? The Bu- 
finefs of a Family, when thoroughly performed, takes 
in the whole Circle of our Time, and aflFords no Room 
fbr any Thing extcpt innocent Relaxatibn«. We certain- 
ly then are more likely to underftand Domeftic Policy 
than the Men, who have twenty other Things to mind : 
A mere Houfewife,* like a mere Scholar^ is fit for no- 
thing elfe, I admit, and will make a Man a very unfo- 
ciabfe Companion. But as fome Men of great Appli- 
cation to their refpc£tive Profeffions, htive» notwitb* 
ffandiog, a very police Behaviour, fo a Woman may 
make the Government of her Hovfe the principal Care, 
without fuffering it to become the principal Theme of 
her Difcourfe ; nor do I think it at all necefiary, tbac 
to eflabliOi a Chara6ler as a Manager, her Hufband 
{hould twice or thrice a Week hear her fcoUing the Ser- 
vants. This is one of the great Objeftions to Female 
Government, and our AdverCdtles vjomV4 ^'s\.^ V^^^^'^'^^ 
as a Thitig as neceffary to us» 2La '^ ftatv^vcv^ K\^k^ ^^K^Sisj. 
-A J/n/oi/^ration, But botVv xxw^ >ac Ci^'Cftxive^ ^'^ ^^^^, 
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more of them would rank me among the Number of 
the Aged, I fell into filch a Fit of the Viapours as i 
had never befoie known. Is not this unaccountable? 

—Where now was my Underftanding ? where my 

ReafoR ? The little Share I have is fufficient to make me 
know, that whoever lives a great while in this 
World, muft grow old, and few of us there are who 
dedre to die young: Why was not this Knowledge at 
Hand to make me eafy under the, common Courla of 
Nature? .... 

. I do aflure you, I had grown tyfo or three Hour* 
older, before I could bring.. my fejf to t? reconciled 
with the Apprehenfions that every .Moment broiight 
ipe. nearer to that fo- much dreaded. Stage ofX.He^ 
but, thank Heavei>» I got the bett.er of it at la(V, and 
Ifau^hed at the fooliih fart my Imagination had beenr 
^(9ing. 

Th^t we all, however, have a natural Averflon to 
grey Hairs and Wrinkles,, cannot be denied ; and that 
to overcome the Uneafinefs of tl^eir Approach infiids^ 
requires the utmoft Exertion- of our Reaion.; yet is not 
this an Inconfiftency, a Kind of AbfMrdity.in our. Ha- 
bit of thihking?— We ridicule a thoufandjefler Follies 
of Maplcind, yet pafs over that tvhich more than all 
defervcs Cenfure, the being afl^aoKd or afraid of at- 
taining what all the World, as well as ourfelves,. would 
wifh to arrive at—But wc w;ouJd live for ever if we 
could, and yet be always young; we would annihilate 
the Depredations of Time from Fifteen to Sixty ; and 
even then not be content perhaps t»> be thought in our 
Decline, 

Were old Age terrible to us merely as it is the Fpre- 
xunner of Death, or as it is generally attended with 
Infirmities which render Life a Burden, I (hould not 
be fo much furprized ; but, alas ! we fee Death and 
Difeafes k'lze on Youth and Strength ;. no Time of 
Life is a Security againft either. — Nor is it altogether 
the Apprehenfion of being deprived of what Share of 
Beauty Nature may have beftowed upon us,, that ren- 
ders it (o alarming, fince that alfo may be loft by the 
Small'PoXy and a tV\ou(ajvA o\>cvw .KK5i\A«.^x.%.— No, it 
is only the Name^ not iVic E^^s^ v*^ ^o \u>w:\w A^^"^^ 
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and I believe moft Peoj^le "would rather chufe Deformity 
wi th Touthy t h a A Comeltmfs with Old Age. 

This, and fome other Propehllties of the Mind, iii 
my Opimbrt, aie fufficiettt to c6i^vincc any thinking 
•Perfon of the Importiance of Human Tlnderjiandin^y and 
oblige us all to ov^hi with the Poet, that 
^^ Reafpn in Man is but a twinkU^g Lamp 
** Of wand'ringLffe, that wakes and winks by Turns t 
*' Fooling the Follower betwixt Shade and Shining. 
You will ioiagine, by my being' lb fefious, that I 
have not yet gotdver" the Friglit the Man put me intow 
and indeed I am not fure whether I have or nOt 5 but; 
be that as it will; I have. Refolution Enough to wii[b» 
from tTie very Bottom of my Heart, that ybu ami I 
may grow old in Friendfhip, and that, whatever EfFedl 
Time may have upon our Perfin's^ our Aftnds may. re- 
main as now united ; which will be a Balance againil 
the Mortifications in the Power of the old Gentleman 
with the Hour-Glafs, to, 

M)j dear'Lucy, 
Yours, with the moll perfeft Aftriity, 

HILLARIA. 



LETTER XVIIL 

To a Lady who had loft her Beauty by the Small Pox. 
My dear Ophelia,' 

I Received yours,*and rejoice too much in your Re- 
covery, to be able to condole with you on any 
Alteration your late lllnefs has made in you ; and, in- 
deed, how great foever k may be, am far from thinking 
it deferves to be mentioned with that Concern you ex- 
prefs. — You have encountered Death, and foiled him 
at one of his fharpeft Weapons; and if you have re- 
ceived fome Scars, ought to look upon them rather 
as Trophies of Viftory than Blemi(hes. — What if your 
Complexion has loft fome Part of its fair Enamel, and 
your Features are not altogether fo d^\vcraAs.\ ^5wt V.^ 
Charms your Glafs prefent you w\xVi% >^^ Tc\<:i.\^ ^^vw 
will Snd in your Clofct \ and iev^Mt^ o^ nt:vcv^\^^^^''^ 



1 66 The Cotnplece LaxtjeR-. Writer. 

in comtemplating the Grkces of your outward Form-i 
you will have the greater Lei fu re to improve and embeW 
lifh thofe which are not fo eafily impaired^ 

LfCt us pretend what we will* it is the Ambition of 
attrading Admirers, that renders Beauty of {b much 
Value to al] the Young and Gay ; hut^ if we confider 
ferioufly, we fliall find that it ia Viitue, good Senfe, 
Sweetnef's of Oifpofition, and Complatfance, of which 
the Girdle of Cytherea (hould he compofed.— — The fi- 
neft Face in the World without them, will not long 
maintaip. its Empire over the Heart of a Man of Under* 
fiandinff,' as the* Poet truly fays, 

f*^ oeauty foon grows familiar to the Eye ; 
*' Virtue alone has Charm$ that never die**' 

Do not think, however* that I am glad to find you 
are more on ia Leyet, than befpre this Accident, with 
the greateft Part of our Sex : I confefs, the Beauties of 
the Fir/on greatly contribute to fet off and render thpfe 
of the ^/W confpicuous* andJor that Reafon ihould 
lament extremely any Defedt in the onej if I were not 
certain you had enough of the other to engrofs the 
whole Attention of as many as know you ; and that 
they may every Day encreafe in the Luftre of true 
,P»g"ity> is the fincere Wilh of, my dear Opelia^ 

^J'^' ''Pr"' Yours, SOPHRONIA. 
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Elegant Letters on various Subjedls,^. to improve 
the Stile and entertain the Mind i from cmi* 
nent Authors, 



LETTER!. 

The/ol/owipg Letter^ written by Mr, Gay, giving mt Ac- 
count of two bovers who iverejiruck dead by the funu 
Flajh of Lightening, is reckoned a Maftor-Piece in cpif- . 
tolary defcriptive Writing * 

Stanton Harcourt, Aug. % 1718. 

THE only News you can exped: to have from me 
• here, is News from Heaven ; for I am quite oat 
of the World, and there is fcarce any T-hing can resell 
me, except the Noife of Thunder* which uodoubcedly 
you have heard too. We have read in old Authors ot 
nigh Towers levelled by it to the Ground* while the 
humble Valiies have efcaped: The only Thin£;A8t' 
is Proof again ft it is the Laurel, which, however^^ mt 
to be no great Security to the Brains of modern Aui- 
thors. But to let you fee that the contrary to this 
often happens, I mud acquaint you, that the higheft 
and moft extravagant Heap of Towers in the Uaivcxlfc^ 
which is in this NeighhouthooA, ft.^v\^^ '^^ \ixv^"^^>3^^'* 
while a Cock of Barley iu oui tv^x^^vt^ti ^"^^^^^^ 
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confutned to Aihes. Would to God that this Heap 
of Barley had been all that had periflied ! But unhap- 
pily beneath this little Shelter fat two much more 
condant Lovers than ever were found in' Romance 
under the Shade of a Beach-Tree. John Hewit was 
a well'fet Man of about five and twenty : Sarah Dew 
n.ight be rather called comely than beautiful, and was 
about the fame Age : They had pafled tllroush the va- 
f ious Labours of the Year together with the greateft 
Satisfadlion ; if fhe milked, 'twas his Morning and 
Evening Care to bring the Cows to her Hand, it was 
but laft Fair that he bought her a Prefent of green Silk 
for her Straw Hat J and the Pofey on her Silver Ring 
was of his chufing. Their Love was the Talk of the 
whole Neighbourhood ; for Scandal never affirmed 
that they had any other Views than the lawful Poflef- 
fion' of each other in Marriage. It was that very 
Morning that he had obtained the Confent of her Pa- 
rents, and it was but till the next Week that they were 
to wait to be happy. Peihaps in the Intervals of their 
Work they were now talking of their Wedding^Cloathb', 
and John was fuiting feveral Sorts of Poppies and 
Field-Flowers to her Complexion, to choofe her a Knot 
for the Wedding- Day. vVhile they were thus bufi- 
cd (it was on the laft of July, between Two and 
Three in the Afternoon) the Clouds grew black, and 
fuch a Storm of Lightening and Thunder enfued, that 
all the Labourers made the beft of their Way to what 
Shelter the Trees and Hedges afforded. Sarah was 
frightened, and fell down in a Swoon on a Heap of 
Barley: John, who -never feparated from her, -fat down 
by her Side, having raked tegcther two or ihrfce Heaps, 
the better to fecure her from the Storm. Immediately 
there was heard fo loud a Crack, as if Heaven had fplit 
afunder ; every one was folicitous for the Safety of his 
Neighbour, and called to one another throughout the 
Field. No Anfwer beiiig returned to thofe who called 
to our Lovers, they ftepped to the Place where they 
la^'; they perceived the Barley all in a Smoak, and 
then fpicd this faiihful Pair. John with one Arm 
zbout Sarah's Neck, ^nd \.\\^ o\.V\i:\ Vt\^ ^n^x Vx^r^ as 
if to Ikrecn hci I torn iVve IJa^^w^uwa^. 'YV^>i>K^\^\i^x>«v 
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flruck in this tender Pofiure. Sarah's left Eyebrow was 
fingcd, and there appeared a black Spot on her Bread ; 
her Lover was all over black, but not the leafi: Signs cf 
Life were found in either. Attended by their melan- 
choly Companions, they were conveyed to.thel'owjn, 
and the next Day interred in Stanton-HarcourtChurdh- 
Yard. My Lord Harcourt, at Mr Pope's and my Re- 
queil, has cabfed a Stone to be placed over thcm^ up- 
on Condition that we ihould fuiniih the Epitaph, which 
is as follows : 

fV^ktn Eqflern Lovers feed the Funeral Firt^ 
On the fame Pile the faithful Pair expire ; 
Here pitying Heav'n that Virtue mutual founds 
And hiaped both that it might neither wound. 
Hearts fojincere tV Almighty f aw well pleas' dy 
Sent his own Lightening and the Vi&ims feiT^-d. 

But my Lord is apprehcnfive the Country People will 
not underftand this ; and Mr. Pope fays he'll make one 
with fomething of Scripture in it, and with as little 
Poetry as Hopkins and Sternhold. 

I am, &c. 



L E T T E R IL 

The following mojl charming and affe£lionate Letter 9 vni^ 
verfally admired^ was written by Mr, Pope, to the Bi • 
Jhop of Roc heller, about a Month before bis Banijh" 
ment, 

ONCE more I write to you, as I promifed," and 
this once I iear will be the 1a(l; the Curtain 
will foon be drawn between my Friend and me, and 
nothing left but to wiifa you a lon|; good Night, may 
you enjoy a State of Repofe in this Life, not unlike 
that Sleep of the Soul which fome have believed is to 
fucceed it, where we lie utterly forgetful of that World 
from which we are gone, and ripening for that to 
tvhich we arc to go. If you retain any Memory c»f the 
pad, .4et it only image to you v.'\\^t W'i ^^vR.j5.*t^ ^^^-^ 
b«?fti ^/bmetimes prefent a Dtewrcv o^ ^tv ^iJ^J^isNX. ^ \>»«^>^ 
ot HiciQ yo\x h2s,\i an a^^ree^XA^ CotsN.^^^"'^^^'^'^^* ^^ 
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upon the Whole, I hope you wUl think left of tbt 
I'ime paft than of the future ; as the former has been 
lefs kind to you than the latter infallibly will be. Do 
■not envy the World your Studies ; they will tend t$ 
the Benefit of Men, againft whom you can have no 
Complaint, I mean of all Pofterity : And perhaps at 
your Time of Life, nothing elfe is worth your Care. 
What is evepy Year of a wife Man's Life, but a Cen- 
fure or Critic on the paft? Thofe whofe Date is the 
ihortcfl", live long enough to laugh at one Half of it: 
The Boy defpiles the Infant, the Man t-he Boy, the 
Philofopher both, and the Chriftia-n all. You may now 
begin to think your Manhood was too much a Puerility; 
and you Jwill never fuffer your Age to be but a fecond 
Infancy. The Toys and Baubles of your Childhood 
are hardly now more below you, than thofe Toys of 
our riper and our declimng Years, the Drums and Rat- 
tles of Ambition, and the Dirt and Bubbles of Avarice. 
At this Time, when you are cut ofF frooi a little So- 
ciety, and made a Citizen of the World at large, you 
fliould bctwl your Talents not to ferve a Party, or a 
feWf but all Mankind. Your Genius Ihould mount 
above that Mift, in which its Participation and Neigh- 
bourhood with Earth hath long involved it : To (hiiie 
abroad and to Heaven, ought to be the Bufinefs and 
the Glory of your prefent Situation. Remember it was 
at fuch a Time that the greateft Lights of Antiquity 
dazzled and blazed the moft ; in their Retreat, in 

• their Exile, or in their Death : But why do I talk of 
dazzling or blazing? it was then that they did good, 
that they gave Light, and that ihey became Guiders to 
Mankind. 

l^bofe Aims alone are worthy of Spirits truly great, 
and fuch I therefore hope will be yours. Refentment 
indeed may remain, perhaps cannot be quite excin- 
guifhed, in the nobleft Minds; but Revenge will never 
harbour there: Higher Principles than thofe of the firft, 
and better Principles than thofe of the latter, will inf?l- 
libly influence Men whofe Thoughts and whofe Hearts 
are enlarged, and caufe them to prefer the whole to 
nny Part of Mankind, cCi^eciaUy to fo fmall a Part as 

one's iingle felf. ^\ 
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Believe me, my Lord, I look upon you as a Spirit 
entered into another Life, as one juft upon the Edge 
of Immortality, where the Paflions and AiFeftions muft . 
be much more exalted, and where you ouB;ht to defpife 
all little Views, and all mean Retrofpeds. Nothing • 
is worth your loolcing back; and therefore look for- 
ward, and make (as you can) the World look after 
you : But take Care, that it be not with Pity, but with 
Edeem and Admiration. 

I am, with the greatcft Sincerity, and Paffion for your 
Fame as well as Happinefs. Yours, &c. 

LETTER III. 
Tc Lady— -^ from Mr. Pope, on witty andferiom Letter s* 

Madam, 

I AM not at all concerned to think that this Letter 
nTayJ)e lefs entertaining than fome I have fent : I 
know yot! are a Friend that will think a kind Letter 
as good as a diverting one. He that gives you his 
Mirth, makes a much lefs Prefent than he that gives 
you his Heart; and true Friends would rather fee fucfi 
Thoughts as they communicate only to one another, 
than what they fquander about to all the World : TKey 
who can fct a right Value, upon any Thing, will prize 
one tender well-meant Word above ail that ever made 
them laugh in their Lives. If L did not think fo of 
you, I fhould never have taken fo much Pains to endea- 
vour to pleafe you, by writing, or any Thing eHc. 
Wit, I am fure, I want, at leall in the Degree that I 
fee others have it, who would at all Seafons a-like, be 
entertaining; but I would willingly have, fome Quali-' 
ties that may be (at fome Seafons) of more Comfort to 
myfelf, and of more Service to my Friends. I would 
cut off my o^n Head, if it had nothing better than 
Wit in it; and tear out my own Heart, if it had no 
better Difpofition than to laugh only myfelf and laugh 
at all my Neighbours. 

1 know you*il think it an agreeable Thing to hear 
that I have done a great Deal of Homer, if it he to- 
lerable, the World may thanVc. >,om \ci\ xv.^^^ *^'^ 
could bdvc ft^ you evetv D^l^^ 2^^^^! 'ws^'^^^'^^^^^^^ 
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Company could have every Day pleafed you. I (hould 
icarce have thought it worth my while to pleafe the 
World. How many Verfes could I gladly have left 
tinfiniihed, and turned into it, for People to fay what 
they would of, had I been permitted to pa fs aU thofc 
flours more plieafingly? Whatever feme may think. 
Fame is a Thing I aip much lefs covetous of than your 
Friendfhip; for that, \ hope, will Jaft all mv Life, the 
other I cannot anfwer for. What if they mould both 
grow greater after my Death? Alas! they would both 
be of no Advantage to me. Therefore think upon it, 
and love me as well as ever you can, while I live. 

Now I talk of Fame, I fend you my Temple of 
Fame, which is juft come out: But my Sentiments 
about it, you will fee better by this Epigram. 

What^i Fame with Men^ by Cnftom $/ ti?e Mation^ 
Is caWdifi Women only Reputation z 
About them hoth^ why keep wefuch a Potherb 
Part you with one^ and Vll renounce toother. ., 



L E T T E R IV. 

To the Hon, Mrs. H-: ^ from Mr. Pope. 

Madam, 

ALL the Pleafure, or Ufe of familiar Letters is 
to give us the Aflurance of a Friend's Welfare; 
at leaft, ^is all I know, who am a mortal Enemy and 
Defpifer of what they call fine Letters. In this View, 
I promife you, it will always be a SatisfatSlion to me 
to write Letters and to receive them from you ; becaufc 
I unfcignedly have your Good at my Heart, and am 
that Thing, which many People make only a Subject 
to difplay their fine Sentiments upon, a Friend ; which 
is a Charader that admits of little to be faid, till 
fomething may be done. Now let me fairly tdl you, 
1 don't like your Stile : 'Tis very pretty, therefore I 
don't like it; and if you writ as well as Voiture, I 
would not give a P'arthing for fuch Letters, unlcfs I 
were to fell them to be \it\ated, Methinks I have loft 

AlfS. L*** I formeAv kxNcw, vaVo >n^\\ •a.tv^ x-jW^Wskse. 

oUicr People, (aad (omevwv\^s>Q^\.\.%x^. Xqwysvnx^^^^nh 
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me to fay, you have not faid a fenfible Thing in ail 
your Letter, except where you fpeak of (lie wing Kind- 
nefs, and expecting it in Return : But the Addition you 
make about your being but two and twenty, is again 
in the Stile of Wit and Abomination. To £hew you 
how very unfatisfadorily you wrote, in all your Lettersj» 
youVe never told me how you do. Indeed I fee 'twas 
abfolutely nereflary for me to write to you, before you 
continue to take more Notice of me, for I ought to tell 
yo I what you arc to expeft; that Is to fay, Kindnefs, 
which 1 never failed, (1 hope J to return j and not Wit, 
which, if 1 \Yant, I am not mugh concerned, becaufe 
Judgment is a b^jtter Thing; and if I had, I woulj 
make Ufc of it, rather to play upon thofe I d^fpifed, 
than to trifle with thofe I loved. You fee^ in (hort^ 
after what Manner you may moft agreeably write to • 
me : Tell me you are my Friend, and you can be no 
more at a Lofs about that Article. As t have opened 
my Mind upon this to you, it may alfo ferve for Mr. 
H— , who will fee by it, what Manner of Letters 
he mufl expe6^, it he correfponds with me. As I aoi 
too ferioufly youns an4 his Servant, to put Turns upo^ 
you inftead of good Wi(hes, fo in Return, I ihould 
have nothing but honeft pl^in how-d'ye'si and pray re> 
member- me s ; which not being fit to be (bewn to any 
Body for Wit, may be a Proof We correfpond only 
for ourfelves, in meer Friendlinefs ; as doth, God is 
my Witnefs. 

Your very, &c. 

LET TER V. 

From Mr. Pope to Mr. Steel, on Sickmfs and dying young 

YOU formerly obferved tome, that nothing made 
a more ridiculous Figure in a Man's Life, than 
the Difparity \ye often find in him fick and well : Vhus 
one of an unfortunate Conftitutjon, is perpetually ex- 
hibiting a miferable Example of the Weaknefs of his 
Mind, and of his Body, in their Turn&i I bAM^^-^bA. 
frequent Opportunities of \a.x.fc to c^tv^v^'^^ w^^^^^^vcs. 
tbcie different Views, and 1 ho^^ \\iw^ ^^''^'^^^^^^S 

1 \ 
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Advantage by it, if what WaUer fays be true, tha 
7he Solids dark Ccttnge^ batter d and dicay*d^ 
Lits in new Lipht thro* Chinks thai ^ime has madi. 
Then furely Sicknefs contributing no lefs than old 
Age to the (haking down this Scaffolding of the Body, 
may difcover the inward Stru<i^ure more plainly. Sick- 
nefs is a Sort of early old Age : It teaches us a Dif- 
fidence in our earthly State, and infpires us with the 
Thoughts of a future, better than a thoufand Volumes 
of Philofophers and Divines^ it gives fo warning a Con- 
cuffion to thofe Props of our Vanity, our Strength 
and Youth, that we then think of fortifying ourfelves 
within, where there was fo little Dependance upon our 
Outworks. Youth at the very* beft is but a Betrayer 
of hunf.an Life in a gentler and fmoother Manner than 
Age: 'Tis like a Stream that nourishes a Plant upon 
a Bank, and caufes it to flourifh and bloflbm to the 
Sight, but at the fame Time it is undenninir^g it at the 
Root in Secret. My Youth has dealt more fairly and 
openly with me ; it has afforded feveral Profpe£ts of 
my Da» ger, and given niC an Advantage not very 
common to young Men, that the Attra^ions of the 
World have not dazzled me very much; and I begin, 
where moft People end, with a full ConviiRion of the 
Emptirefs of all Spits of Ambition, and the unfatif- 
factor\ Nature of all human Pleafure. When a fmart 
f'it of Sicknefs tells me this fcurvy Tenement of my 
Body will fall jn a little I ime, 1 am e'en as uncon- 
cerrred as was that hoiieft Hibernian, who being in 
Bed in the great Storm fome Yeais ago, and told the 
H(»ijfc would tumble over his Head, made Anfwer, 
** What care I for the Houfe, 1 am only a Lodger." 
I faiuy 'lis the beft 'I ime to die when one is in the 
be ft f-iumouri and fo excefiively weak as I now am, I 
may f^y with Confcicncc, that I am not at all uneafy 
at the Thought that many Men, whom I never had 
any i^ftcem for, are likely to enjoy this World after 
n c. When I reflect what an inconfiderable little Atom 
c\ery fingle Man is, with llefpedt to the whole Crea- 
tiin, methinks Ms a Shame to be 'concerned at the 
KtmovaJ of fuch a tnv\a\ Kmm^X ^A'^rc\. '\ N:^^. Vi^^^^. 
i/7^> after my Exit, the Sua wvW u^^ -^^V^^v^^^ ^'^ ^n^. 
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the Flowers fn lell as fweet, ihe Plants fpring as green, 
-the World will proceed in iis old Courfe, People will 
laijfih as heartily, and marry as fad as they ufed to do* 
The Memory of Man, (as it is elegantly expreflld in 
the Book of VVifdbm) pafleth away as the Remembrance 
of a Gueft that tarrieth butojie Day. There are Rea- 
fons enough, in the fourth Chapter of tiie fame BooIg,, 
to make any young M^n contented with the Profpedt 
of Death. *"' Ft)r honourable Age is not that which: 
** ftandeth in Length of Time, or is meafurcd by Num« 
** ber of Years. But Wifdom is the grey Hair to Men, 
*' and an unTpotred Life is old Age.. Hie was taktn away 
*• fbeedily, left Wickednefs ftiould alter his Undcr- 
^^ ftandiDg, or Deceit beguile bis Soul/' &;c. 

I am yours, &c. 



LETTER VI. 

From her Looking-Glass. 

To thi beautiful Angelica. 

Madam,. 

I Have enjoyed the Honour of fcrving your Ladyfiiip- 
fome Years, during which Time, as you have been 
pleafed to favour me with evident M^rks of your 
Eftcem, and a Familiarity that none of your other 
Utcnfils can boaft of, though many of them my Bet- 
ters by far; as therefore I have fliewn you to yourfelf 
fo often, and been fo happy always-to have my Fidelity 
Approved of by your Ladyftiip, 1 hope you will pardon 
my Boldnefs, in taking this Method to difcover to you 
fome Failings in yourfelf, which my Surface cannot 
properly reprefent. If I may prefume to fay fo, Ma- 
dam, you confult me much too often ; and I am con- 
fident it would be better for you, if yon was to be a 
greater Stranger to me. How many thoufand Times 
muft you be told that you are handfome I — I aflure^ 
you of it every*Day; but you will not be fatisfied,. 
unlefs I tell you fo every Hour, nay, almoft every Mo- 
ment. 1 cannot lie; you!: rcx^cktv S& ^Yw^'^^^vcss^ 

7^m]Me; hut I muft at tVie ^?itv\t T\c^^ v^'v^^^ TjoI«. 
Ladyfh'tp with my ufuaV SVnccut^ > \\>^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^^ 
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infinitely more agreeable, if you did not think 
fo. Conficier, Madam, I befeech yoir, that if you 
cornc to me ten thoufand Times a Day, I cannot make 
you a Bit the better, or the handfomer : But (hall cer- 
tainly dcftroy one of the fineft Ornaments of Beautyt 
by rendering you too well acquainted with your own 
Perfettions. Whenever you ftand before me, urith all 
your Charms fet forth to the beft Advantage, I perceive 
you are apt to view yourfelf with too great PJeafurc, 
and grow proud and conceited of your own Beaiityi 
which, in Time, will make other People de/pife and 
ridicule you ; and therefore I honeftly and ingenuoufl/ 
increat you, to avoid my Company ; for,- Madam, I 
inuft confefs, that the worft Enemy the Fair Ones 
have, can't do them fo much Prejudice as I their chief 
Favourite. It grieves me to the Heart to find it fo, 
and ofceo. puzzles me extremely to account for their 
P'ondnefs of me, when I fo continually do the.m Mif- 

chief : Whether it be, as a witty Gentleman once 

faid of me, from my Talent of cafting Refle<^ions ;— 
or whether it be from the large Qiiantity of Quickfiiver 
which belongs to me, and wrthout which I am ufelefs 
as well as innocent; for as the Learned obfer?e. Ma- 
dam, Mercury is highly prejudicial to your Sex, either 
where there is too much of it in the Compoficion of a 
Fair Lady, or when it is ufed externally as s^n Help to 
Beauty : As, in the former Cafe, it is generally the 
Caufe of extenfive Levity, fo, in the latter it is always 
obferved to hurt the Eyes, and deface thoie Charms 

which it is defigned to affift and improve: :-Or 

whether my gaily gilded Frame is too apt to infedl 
the Mind of the Beholder with Vanity:— —Or laftly, 
whether it be from the Brittlenefs of my. other Ma- 
terials, which, by a Kind of Sympathy, affedi People 
who are too frequently converfant with me, — From 
whatever Caufe it proceeds, a Lady who has a fine 
Face, might almoll as well fall into the Small Pox, 
as to be often in my Company. How many charming 
Creatures have I fpoiied, and made Beauty the grearelt 
Misfortune that could befal them !— I can't think 

on't without Concern: Why am I fatal to be thus 

unlucky, and injure thoie Oc\t tj\oW. \N\^x.\^\^vcv^\i>^^\— 
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Alas ! Why was I made a LofDking-Glafs ! Was it itiy 
Defire to be covered with Silver, and inclofed in a 

Frame of Gold! Did 1 afpire to be fixed in this 

honourable Place, and become a Lady's Favourite !— 
Oh ! that I had been fnme meaner Piece of Furniture, 
lefs refpeSed, and lefj mifchievous. Keep off, dear 
Madam, 1 befeech you from an unhappy Thing, which 
Deftiny makes pernicious to the lovelieft Creature 
under Heaven, or I (hall foon infect you with the 
worft Defeafe incident to Beauty; and that is Va- 
nity. 1 am, 'tis true, a ufeful Servant, 'if employ'd 

of:ly when I ought to be, which is feldom ; but if a 
L^dy grows Co fond me, that (he runs to alk my 
Opinion of every Look ; if (he confults me forty 
Times for once that (he goes to her Prayer-Book or Bi- 
ble, I (hall certainly prove much more hurtful to her 
than Age or Uglinefs. I beg, Madam, that you'll in- 
terpret what your poor Servant fays, to proceed wholly 
from Refpeft and Love for you ;— The tender Regard 
I have for y6ur Lady (hip, together with fomc Symp- 
toms I lately have difcovered, make me fearful for you. 
— I dread the Apprehenfion of bringing Contempt on 
fo good a Miftrefs, and would not for the World be 
the Occafion of your lofing any one Grace of a fine 
Woman: — No! rather let me be broken into a thou- 
fand Pieces ! I am not without Fear of giving Offence by 
the Freedom I have taken; but though you banifh me 
your Prefence, I c'annot forbear fpeaking in a Cafe 
where your Ladyfliip's Good feems fo much concerned i 
and, indeed, if what I dread (hould come to pafs, it 

would be better for us to part for ever. Better 

for you to be without my Service, than fufFer by it ; 
a<)d better for me to lofe my Lady, and be thrown 
into a Corner, than remain where I am, and be accef- 
fary and tnftrumental in fpoiling as much Sweetnefs 
ana Beauty as ever Lboking Glafs had the Happinefs 
to (hew. I am. 

Madam, with the moft dutiful Refpeft, 
Your moft faithful and devoted humble Servant, 

Parlour Looking-Glass. 

l5 ^^'^- 
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LETTER VIL ^ 

/r^;w Hortcnfius, to his Friend Palemon, giving 
Account of his Happinrfs in Retirement. 

I Write this while Cleora is angling by ixiy Side, 
the Shade of a fpreading Elm that hangs ov 
Banks of the River. A Nightingale, more harmc 
even than Strada's, is ferenading us from a Haw 
Bufli, which fmilcs with all the Gaiety of Yout 
Beauty; while 



Gentle Gales^ 



>■ 



Fanning their odoriferous Wings ^ difperjg 
Native Perfumes^ and whifper whence they flol 
Thoje balmy Spoils, ft-liLTC 

While I am thus enjoying the innocent Luxu 

this vernal Delight, I look back upon thofe Scene 

Turbulence wherein I was engaged, with more thai 

dinary Diftafte, and defpife mylelf for ever having ei 

tained fo mean a Thought as to be rich and great. 

of our Monarchs ufed to fay, •' That he looked t 

" thofe to be the happied Men in the Nation, w 

** Fortune had placed them in the Country abo-^ 

** High-Conftable, and below the Trouble of a 

** tice of Peace." It; is in a Mediocrity of this hJ 

Kind that I here pafs my Life, with a Fortune 

above the Neceflity of engaging in -the Drudgerv 

Bufinefs, and with Defires much too humble ?o h 

any ReJilh for the fplendid Baits of Ambition. 1 

muft not, however, imagine that I afFe<^ the J 

ic, or pretend to have eradicated all my Paflions : 1 

Sum of my Philofophy amounts to no more, that 

cherifli none but fuch as I may eafily and irnnocer 

gratify, and to banifti all the reft as fo many b 

iHtruders upon my Repofe. I endeavour to pra<5 

t lie Maxim of a French Poet, by confidering ev 

Thing that is not within my Polleffion as not wo 

having: Is it impofllble, Palemon, to reconcile 3 

to thcfe unafpiring Sentiments* and to lower yi 

Flight to the humble Le\e\ of ^^tvulcve Ha\?pinefs? ] 

/ne at ieaft prevail wUVv ^ou xa V^vt^ ^. X^-i.^ ^^ % 
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from the Certamina Divitiarum^ (as Hvorace, I think» 
calls therrij from thofe fplendid Contcfts in which 
you are engaged, juft to take a View of the Soft of 
Life we lead in the Country. If there is any Thing 
wanted to complete the Happinefs I here find, it is, 
that you are fo feldom a Witnefs to it. Adieu ! 

I am, &c« 



LETTER VIIL 
A Letter of Confolation on the Death of a FrientL 

I Should never have believed. Madam, that one of 
your Letters could have afflided me, how bad 
News foevcr it had brought me. The bare Sight of 
your Writing feemed to me a Remedy againft every 
Evil that I could imagine; but I acknowledge to you 
is is an extreme Grief to me that I have been informed 
of the Lofs we have had. Our Friend was valuable in 
every Refpefl, ihe was beautiful, tender and generous, , 
witty, and of fo juft a Judgment, that (be valued you. 
above every Thing in the World. She had over and 
above in dying, the only good Quality which ihe wanted 
during her Life^ that is, (he bore with Refolution a 
Thing, the bare Name of which had always made her 
tremble» She accompanied this Greatnefs of Soul with 
fo truly a Chriflian Pietv, that I chink we ought not to 
mourn for her. It is loving her with too felfifh an 
Affection to be forrowful when (he leaves us in order 
to be better, and when (he goes to enjoy in the other 
World a Repofe which (he could never find in this. 
I (ball endeavour to make Advantage of the Exhor- 
tation you gave me to follow fo good an Example, 
and it will not be the firft Time that you have made 
me a better Man. The Troubles 1 have hitherto had 
will not ill affift your Admonitions; for, I thir^k, 
few Things contribute more to make us:d{e without 
ReluSancy, than to have no Pleafure tn t«ife : Not 
that I (hould be very glad to fini(h my Career too haf^ 
lily, feeing that you muft return foon. • You. ^k«c^\ 
'Cuefs whether it be cafv ioi uit \.o \^vvo>wtf»'^^s^K. Kcs.- 
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vantage of feeing you again, and of protefting to yoa 
to what a Degree I am, &c. 



LETTER IX. 

From a Gentleman t9 his Son^ jufl arrived from Paris, fl- 
gain/l ferviii Complailance andTalkativenefs \ zvithfimt 
Dir(£fiom how to bthavi politely in Company, 

Dear Tom, 

THERE is fomething in your Behaviour fincc 
your Return from Paris that rfifplcafes me, and 
I nuifl franicly tell you, that I don't think you are at 
all henefitteck by travelling. You have, by keeping 
Company with Coxcombs, or by miftaking Ceremony 
for Politenefs, contracted a Habit of not only talking 
much, and in a very frothy trifling Manner, but of 
facrificing every Thing to Compliment. Even your 
Sincerity is offered up to Ceremony ; and you think 
yourfelt obliged, in Point of Good- Manners, to agree, 
like Polonius in the Play, with every Thing that is 
faid, whether right or wrong. You don't want Un- 
derftanding, Tom ; nor are you without a good Share 
of Learning: And yet that eternal Simper, that Cringe 
and Obfequioufnefs, render both fufpedted, and tire all 
your Acquaintance^ who (I am told) laugh at your Be- 
haviour, and fpeak of this behind your Back, though 
they have not Fricndfhip enough to confefs it to your 
Face. But your Father, who loves you fincerely, and 
who confiders you as a Pait of himfeJf, can never fee 
you do any Thing that may tend to your Difadvantage, 
without warning you of the Confequence; for that 
Father muft have a very bad Heart, or a very bad 
Head, indeed, who does not inform his Son of his Faulis. 
Yours is-not an Error of Difpofition, but of Judgment, 
and therefore it may be eafily rectified. You, I know, 
my dear Tom, intend it for Civility and Politenefs; 
.but you are miftaken. Forced and affeQed Compli- 
ments are the Reverfe. Politenefs is ever attained 
with Eafe and Freedom, and defpifes every Thing that 
is unnatural. Beftdes this, Cringing and Fawning ren- 
der your Sincerity fufpedted. Thofe who make large 
ProUffions to every-bod^^ ^t^ ^^^t-tci^^ \>>3 Yw^-V^T^d^^* 
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It is all confidered as Froth, and their Friendfhip is 
fuppofed to be as trifling, infipid, and troublefome, as 
their Converfation. Caft ofF therefore, my dear Tom, - 
this Sort of Behaviour, and put on one that is more 
manly, and confident with the Charaflcr of your Fa- 
mily, who were always efteemed for their Openness, 
Freedom and Sincerity, which entitle a Man to more 
Refped than all the hne Speeches and low Bows in the 
World. Not that I would have you entirely difregard . 
what you brought from the Dancing-School : A proper 
Deportment is neceflary, and even a little Ceremony 
may be confident with rolitenefs and Good-Manners ; 
'ris the Excefs that makes it blameable. Look at Mr. 
Montagu, for in this Cafe one Example is better than 
ten Precepts; he. is edeemed an accompliflied Gentle- 
man, every one is pleafed with his Behaviour, all are 
•charmed with his Converfation ; and the Means he 
purfued to attain this Art of pleafing univerfally, are 
thefe: 

He takes Care to keep none but good Company, (for 
by his Company he is fenfible that he (hall be known 
and diftinguifhed) among fuch his Ears are e\^er open 
to receive Inftrudlion ; for he confiders, that a filent. 
young Man generally makes a wife old one. He at* 
tends to every Body, and fpcaks but little, and that not 
till he has heard and colle(£led the Opinions of the whole 
Company, well knowing that he (ball profit more by 
hearing, than fpeaking on any Subjed^; and. that by 
this Means, he not only fathoms the Capacities of the 
Company, but alfo gratifies, as it were, and obliges 
each Perfon, by g?ving him an Opportunity to talk; 
and efpecially when with proper Queftions he intro- 
duces fuch Subje6l$ as each Man can fpeak to with 
Propriety and Judgment. This he does with wonder- 
ful Dexterjty, and offers every one an Occafion of dif- 
playing his Talents; for he knows, that in order to 
keep up an univerfal Good-Humour, every Man (hould 
be pleafed with himfelf as well as with his Company. 
And pray what pleafes a Man more, than to have an 
Opportunity of letting the Circle know that he is fome* 
body ? How unlike him are thofe, who havl^^C^^^ "^"^"3. 
-thing of ihe World, cxpofe t\vtmfc\\^^ v^^^^^^:^^^^ 
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Ridicule, by .impertinently giving their Opinion of 
Things they db not underftand? What Mr. Montagu 
fays is always to the Purpofe, ifi properly addreffed, and 
every Body hears him with Salisfa<^ion ; for the' he is 
young in Years, he is old in Experience and Underftand- 
ing. When he.fpeaks, it is always with a becoming 
Eafe and Freedom. He has Refolution enough to defend 
and fupportj the Truth ; but alftjays dehvers his Senti- 
ments in fi^h a Manner, that, it may not appear like 
dilating to the Company ; and whe^i he has done, he 
hears (Itt them differ from him'pver fo much) with Pa- 
tcnce. Complacency,, and Terriper. In (hort, Tom, 
Excefs of Ceremony will never gain Man Friends, but 
impertinent Babbling will undoubtedly create hiii Ene- 
mies; for Converfation is a Banquet, which every Man 
is entitled tOL.^ Share of, who is pj-efent; and why fhould 
any one expe6t to have the Whole Feaft tohinrifelf ? Be- 
fides, the very End of Convcrtafion, which is Improve- 
ment, is thereby deftroyed i for he who always talks, 
has no Time to bear; andconfequently can reap no Be- 
gefit from what is-fiiid in Company. Another Vice in 
Converfation, (if I may be allowed that E'xprefHon) I 
would caution you againft, and that is talking obfcenely, 
which is not only a Mark of a depraved Mmd, bur of 
low Breeding, and is never encouraged but in the Com- 
pany of Foois ; fince, as my liOrd xCofcom mon ju ftiy 
obfcrves : 

Ifnmj^dejl. Word: admit of no Defence^ 
For want of Decency is want of Senfe, 

I am, dear Son, 
Your truly affcflionate Father. 



LET. 
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L E T T E R Xi 

The following Letter was Ufritten id the Dean of Waterford 
by a Widower^ the Father of fix Children^ under the fiSlU 
lious Name of Elzevir^ — -^The Defign of it was to 
invite the Dean and hir Company ^to Supter^ particular hf 

Mifs Elizabeth MarfhaU a joun^ Lady about i8- • 

and iihofe Fortune was :3P,<bpp.A who was ipdgei in the 
Dearis Study ^ he having ikucb Company at that Time 

Kcv. Sir, * 

I AM told there is a Book which lies in your Study iri 
Sheets; and all who have $?en it, adiiiire that it 
ihould remain fo long'uobound : I think it is called 
Marfliars Epithalamiudi, or (omc fuch Name; but left 
I fliouhi be miilaken in the l^itle, I will defcribe it as 
well as I can. Jl 

It i^ a fair and beaqtifol Manufcript, the Ink vtrj , 
black and fhining on the whiteft Virgin Vellum that can 
be imagined ; the CharaScts are fo'nice and delicate. as 
to difcover it to be the Work of fome mafterly Hand ; 
and there is fuch a Symmetry and exa6^ Proportion in 
all its Parts, and the Features (if I may fo call themj 
arefojuftand true, that it.' puts the Reader often to a 
Siand in admiring the Beauties of tbem. 

The Book has an additional Ornament, wWch it did 
not want, all the Margin being flou rifted with Gold; 
but that which commends it more is, that though it 
has been written full eighteen Years, as I have been 
informed, yet it is not fullied nor ftained ; infomuch, 
that one would think it. was never once turned over by 
any Man. 

The Volume itfelf does not appear to be of any 
great Bulk, and yet 1 underftand it has been valued 
at i{ 0,000 1. 

Tis picy.fo valuable a Piece ihould ever be loft, and 
the Way to prevent this, is by increafing the Copies 
of it. if the Author will give Confent, and you will 
licenfe it, I will immediately put it into the Prefs. I 
have all the neceflary Apparatus for the Purpofe, and a 
curious Set of Letters, that were nevet w^'W^Vwxx^'Csn^ 
Impreffion of one Book, at\d ot \3d\^ Xfto^ ^w^^^aia^^^^^^^ 
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Half a Dozen Copies: Sr^ that you mufi imagine they 
are never the worfc for wearing. For my Part. I will 
Jparc no rains to embellifh and adorn the Whole with 
the moft natural and live1;jr Figures ; and I {haH not 
dcfpair of producing an Edition as beautiful in the Eyes 
of Men as the dear Original is at prefent in mine 
Methinks I could read it with Pleaiure Night and bay. 
' 'If therefore you will do me the Favour to let me have* 
your Company this Evening and bring this incompa- 
rable Piece along with you, it will add to the Entertain- 
ment of every one^ but particularly of him, who is 
always with great RefpecS, 

Rev. Sir, 
Your moft obedient Servant and faithful Friend 

E L Z E V I R. 



■ fc » I 



LETTER XL 

From ••** i$ Cleora, on the Plea/ures of Retirement. 

Madam, 

IT is certainly better for yourfelf, and more for the 
Security of Mankind, that you (hould live in fome 
rural Abode, than appear in the World ; fuch Perfons 
as you are fatal to the public Tranquility, and do 
Mifchief without ever defigning it: But I muft own, 
when Belles and Beaux retire to Country Shades for 
the Sake of Heavenly Contemplation, the World will 
be well reformed. A Hermit's Life might be tolerable 
while the ferious Hours are divided between Hyde-Parlc 
and the Opera; but a more diftant Retreat, in the fuii 
Pride of your Charms and Youth, would be very ex- 
traordinary. To be convinced by fo early Experience, 
that Mankind are amufed only with Dreams and fantaf- 
tic Appearances, muft proceed from a fuperior Degree 
of Virtue and good Senfe. After a thoufand Convic- 
tions of the Vanity of other Purfuits, how few know 
the Emphafis of thefe few Lines : 

Sweet Solitude ! when Lift\ gay Hours are pq/t^ 
HowiUr we rangu in tb<e *we Jix tkX laji •> 
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Tofi^dthrd' tempiftuous Seas^ (the Voyage now 6*er) 

Pale we look backy and blefs thf friendly Shore. 

Our ownJiri£i Juflges^ our paft Life wefcauj 

Jnd ojk if Virtue has enlarged the Span : 

If bright the ProfptSf^ ive the Grave defy» 

Truji future Ages and contented die, TiCKEL. 

Nothing, perhaps, is more terrible to the Imagination' 
than an abfolute Solitude ; yet I mufl own fuch a Re* 
treat as difengaees the Mind from thofe Interefts ar\d 
PafHons which Ma^ikind generally purfue^ appears to me 
the moft certain Way to Happinefs ; quietly to wkK- 
draw from the Crowd, and leave the Gay and Anabiti- 
*ous to divide the Honours and Pleafures of the Worlds 
without being a Rival or Competitor in any of thefe 
Advantages, muft leave a Peribn in perfect and unerx- 
vied Repofe. 

Without any Apology, I am going to talk tx> myfclf; 
and what follows may be properly called a Digrefiion*. 

Let me lofe the Remembrance of this bufy World, and 
bear no more of its diftrafling Tumults ! Ye vain Gran* 
deurs of the Earth 1 ye penfbing Riches and fantaftic 
Pleafures! what are your proudeft Boafls ? Can you. 
yield undecaytng Delights, Joys becoming the Dignity 
of Reafon, and the Capacities of an immortal Mind ?* 
Aflc the happy Spirits above, at what Price they valu© 
their Enjoyments ; aflc them, if the whole Creation 
(hould purchafe one Moment's Irutcrval of their Blifs? 

No: One Beam of celeflial Light obfcureis;. iand 

cafts a Reproach on all the Beauty 'this World cart 
boaft. 

This is talking in. Buikins, you will think ; and, in- 
deed, 1 may refign Crowns and Scepters, and give up 
the Grandeurs of the World, with as much imaginary 
Triumph as a Hero might fight Battles, and conquer 
Armies, in a Dream. 

In the Height of this romantic Infult, I am. 

Madam, 
Your moft obliged humWe Servant. 



\.^^- 
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LETTER XIL . 
In the StiU of a Lady^ by Mr. Pope. 

PRAY what is your Opinion of Fate ? {ar I mult 
confefsy I am one of thofe that believe in Fate anJ- 
Predeftination — No, I cannot go as far as that ; but, I 
own, I am of Opinion one's Stars may incline, though 
not compel one ; and that is- a Sort of Free-will ; for we- 
may be able to refift Inclination^ but not Coaipullion. 
Don't you think they have got into the mod pr pofte- 
rous Fafhion this Winter that ever was* o^ flouncing; 
the Petticoat fo very ^^t^^ that it looks like an entire 
Coat of Luteltring ? 

It is a little cool indeed for this Time of the Year^ 
but then, my Dear, you'll allow it has an extreme clean, 
pretty Loolc. 

Ay, fo has my Muflin Apron r but I'would'not chufe 
to make it a W interns Suit of Cloaths 

Well, now I'll fwear,. Child,, you have put me in- 
mind of a very pretty Drefs ; let me die if L don't think 
a Muflin Flounce made very full, would give one a very 
agreeable Flirtation Air. 

Well, I fwear it would be charming I and I (bould 

like it of all Things Do you think there are any 

fuc h Things as Spirits ? 

Do you believe there is any fuch Place as the Elyfian- 
Fields ? O Gad, that would be charming ! I wi(h I; 
were to go to the Elyfian Fields- when 1 die, and then I" . 
Ihoald not care ifl were to leave the World 1 o-nlDr- • 
row : But is one to meet there with what one has lov- 
ed moft in thi3 W«^>fld I 

Now you niuft lell nne this pofitively. To be furc you 
can, or what do 1 correlpond with you for, if you won't 
tell me all ^ you, know 1 abominate Referve. 



LETTER XIII. 

To Mrs, Rowe, on the Vanity of allfublunary Enjoyments^ 

PEOPLE feem at prefent more bufily employed in 
preparing for the K\w%'s Bvnh Day, than for their 
own /aft ; and appear io>ae\t\%Te^v^\ Ktv>:\fivv^ 1 w 'i.vj^^-j^^ 
4a the Dancing- Room^ v.\v^u ^oil 2.^^^ vtvV ^l^e^^^^. 



r 
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I wai laft Night with ; a Barge of Mufic fol- 
lowed us ; bi't in the Midft of this Gaiety your Letter 
was not the only Thing that put mc in mind of Morta- 
lity : I had fuch a violent Pain in my Head, that neither 
the Wit of the Company, theSpfrnefs of tl^g Mufic, nof 
the Beauty of the Evening could give me an^ fincere De» 

light. If Plcafure be the Lot of Man, it muft be in 

fumething beyond the Grave ; for on this Side, confiant 
Experience tells us, all is Vanity. 

But this ConfeiSon has hardly any Influence on hu- 
tranCondud; for People in a high Rank mufl often 
a£t ag^inft their Reafon^ to avoid being thought unfafh^ 
lonable; and for Fear of being thought mad by the mo- 
difh World, moft a<5^ in a Manner which they are fen- 
fihle is being truly fo, to be in Vogue with their polite 
Cotemporarics. 

I cannot forbear thinking with myfelf, that if a Be- 
ing, endued viith Reafon and a Capacity of judging, 
(an Inhabitant of another Planet, and an utter Stranger 
to our Nature) could take a View of our Actions, he 
would be 2t a Lt?fs what to imagine we werej and had 
he no Informer, but was to judge by our Condufl^, he 
would certainly either imngine that we were a Species 
who were infured always to live in the World we now 
inhabit; or elfe, that after enjoying ourfelvcs here as 
long as we could, we were to be infenfible for ever, 
without the leaft Expeiiation of a future Judgment, 
l*unifhment, or Reward. 

You would hardly make an Apology for dcfiring me 
to write to you> if you knew how much Pleafure the In- 
junction gives to. Yours unalterably, 

C L E O R A. 

LETTER XIV. 

From Mr, Locke direSf4d thus : 

For Anthony Collins, Efq\ to be delivered to him after 

my Deceaje. ' 

Dear Sir, 

BY my Will you will fee that I V\?id ^c^'ccsa'^x^^^Vs. 
for ♦*••. And I know noViWtx ^^^ «3 ^^^^^S^^^ 
ot himthsLtito^MX. him, and vvVi^x 1 ^^Vi^^^^^^'^^V^ 
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into your Hands and Management : The Knowledge I 
have of your Virtue of all Kinds, fecures the Truft 
which by your Permiificn I have placed in you ; and the 

Peculiar Efteem and Love ! haveobferved in theyouog 
4an for you, wil! difpofe him to be ruled and infiueo- 
ced by you ; fo that of that I need fay nothing. But 
there is one Thing, which it is neceflary for me to re- 
commend 10 your efpeciat Care and Memory *«*♦. 

May you hve long and happy in the Enjoyment o( 
Health, Freedom, Content, and all thofe Bleffings which 
Providence has beftowed on you» and your Virtue inti*. 
ties you to. I know you loved me living ; and will prc- 
ferve my Memory now 1 am dead. All the Ufe to be 
made of it is, that this Life is a Scene of Vanity, that 
foon pafTes away ; and affords no folid Satisfa£lion> but 
in the Confcioufnefs of doing well, and in the Hopes of 
another Life. This h what! can fay upon Experience, 
and what you will find to be true, when you come to 
make up the Account. Adieu, I leave niy befl- Wifhes 
with you. JOHN LOCKE. 



LETTER XV. 

Earl of Rochefter to the Honourable Henry Saville. 

Harry, 

YOU cannot (hake off the Statefman entirely ; for, 
I perceive you have no Opinion of a Letter, that , 
is not ahnoft a Gazette : Now to me, who thinks the 
World as giddy as myfelf, I care not which Way it 
runs, and am fond of no News, but the Profperity of 
my Friends, and the Continuance of their Kindnefs to 
me, which is the only Error I wi(h to continue in them: 
For my own Part, I am not at all ftiing with my Lord 

M 's mean Ambition, but I alpire to my Lord 

L 's generous Philofophy : They who would be 

great in our little Government, feem as ridiculous to 
me as School -Boys, who with much Endeavour, and 
fome Danger, climb a Crab-Tree, and venture their 
Ntcks for Fruit, wh\ch M'\A Pies would difdain, if 
they were not ft'Aiv\n£. TYvtfe ^^^^QC\ci^^^ Vv^>^« x^v^ 
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foevcr they fecm to the bufy, if taken into Confidera- 
tion, would fave you many a weary Step in the Day, 
and help G— y to many an Hour's Sleep, which he 

wants in the Night; but G y would be rich; and, 

by my Truth, there is feme Senfe in that: Pray remem- 
ber me to him, and tell him, I wi(h him many Millionst 
that his Soul may find Reft. You write me Word, that 
I'm out of Favour with a certain Poet, whom I have 
ever admired, for the Difproportion of him and his At- 
tributes. He is a Rarity which I cannot but be fond of, 
as one wpuld be of a Hog that could fiddle, or afinging 
Owl. If he falls upon me at the Blunt, whi^fa is his 
very good Weapon in Wit, I will for&ive him if you 
pleafe, and leave the Repartee to Blaclc Will, with a 
Cudgel. And now, my dear Harry, if it may agree 
With your Affairs to (hew yourfelf in the Country this 
Summer, contrive fuch a Crew together as may not be « 
afhamed of paHing by Woodftock, and if you can de-» 

beauch Alderman G y, we will make a Shift to 

delight his Gravity. I am forry for the declining 

D fs, and would have you be generous to her at 

this Time: For that is true Pride, and I delight in it. 

ROCHESTER. 



LETTER XVI. 

Earl of Rochefter to the Honourable Henry Saville. 

Dear Saville, 

THIS Day I received the unhappy News of my 
own Death and Burial. But hearing what Heirs 
and Succeflbrs were decreed in my Place, and chiefly in 
my Lodgings, it was no fmall Joy to me that thofe Ti- 
dings proved untrue. My Pafliop for living is fo increa- 
fed, that I omit no Care of myfelf, which, before, I ne- 
ver thought Life worth the Trouble of taking. 1 he 
King, who knows me to be an ill-natured Man, will not 
think it an eafy Matter for me to die, no»v I live chiefly 
out of Spite. Dear Mr. Saville^ atlo^d vtx^^okv^^'^^^'^ 

from your Land of the L'lv'xn^,. Kw^ xX^^ ^^^"^X^^^ni 
Curiofity to hear who is vftUo^x. V >«v>\3\'^'^<i '^^'^ ^^^, 
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few Friends were fo, of whom you are no more thcleaft 
than the leanef^. I have better Compliments for you. 
but that may not look fo fmcere as 1 would have yoa 
believe I am, when I profefs my i'elf 

Your faithful affedionate humble Servant* 

ROCHESTER. 



LETTER XVd. 

To C L E O R A. 

Auguft II, 177 1. 

THO* it IS but a few Hours fince I parted from my 
Cleora, yet 1 hive already, you fee, taken up my 
Pen to write: to you : You muft not expe<ft, however, 
in this, or in any of my future Letters, that I fay fine 
Things to you, fince* 1 only intend to tell you true 
one?. My Heart is too full to be regular, and too fin- 
cere to be ceremonious. 1 have changed the Manner, 
not the Stile of my former Converfatiou : And I write to 
you, as I ufcd to talk to you, without Ftjrm or Art. 
Tell me then, with the f.mie undiflwnbled Sinceritv, 
what Effect this Abfenre has upon your ufual Chear- 
fulncfs ? As I will honeflly confefs, on my own Part, 
that I am too intereiled to wifha Cirrumftance, Jo little 
coiififtent v/ith my Repofe, fhould be altogether recon- 
cilcable to yours, I hayc attempted, however, to purfue 
your Advice, and divert myfelf by the Subje*5t vou re- 
commend to my 'I*houghts: But ic is impollibJe/ 1 per- 
ceive, to turn ofF the Alind^at once from an Objecl 
which it has long dwelt upon with Plcafure. My Heart 
like a poor Bird which is hunteJ from her Neft, is Ihll 
icturning to the Place of its AHedions, and, after fome 
vaia Eftorts to fly off, fettles again where all its Cares 
and all its Tenderncis are centered. ' ^ Adieu, 




LET. 



B 
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L E TT^E R XVIIi. 
* ^To Colonel R)***% in Spain- . 

. From his L^Jy in England. >, . 
EFORE this can reaf h the beft of Hiifbands, and 



the fondcft Lover, taofc tender N^h[;e|;will be of 
no more Concern to me; tjie Indifpofirioixf^f which you 
(to obey the Dictates of your Honour and;.DutyJ left 
me, has increafed upon me; and I anv .adtfdainted, by. 
my Phyficians, I cannot live a Week Jpnger. At this 
"I ime my Spirits fail me, arid it is the ardeitt JLove I have 
for you that carries me beyond my Strengjth, and ena- 
bles me to tell you the moft painful Thing in the Prof- 
pedt of Death is, that I muft part with you'; but let it 
be a Comfort to you 1 have no Guilt han^s upon me, no 
unrepented Folly that retards me ; but f pats away my 
I aft Hours in Rt-fledion upfibn the Happinefs we have 
lived in together, and in Sorrow that it b (9 foon to have 
an End. This is a Frailty \)yhich, I hope, is fo far from 
being criminal, that methinks there is a Kipd of Piety 
in bi ing fo unwilling to be feparated from a state whicb 
is the Inftitution of Heaven, and in which we have liv- 
ed according to its Laws, As we know no iiore of the 
next Life, but that it will be an happy pde'te the Good^ 
and mifejable to. the Wicked* v/hy may' n^e' not pleafe 
ourfelves, at leaft, to alleviate the Difficulty of refign- 
ing this Being, in imagining that we fhalt oave a Senfe 
o^ what pafles below, and may poflibly be.wiployed m 
guiding the Steps of thofe with whom we \i^alked with 
Innoctnce when mortal ?^ Why rnay not I h6pc to go ojti 
in my ufual Work.^ and though unknown to you, be 
affiftant in all the Conflfdls of your Mind': Give me 
Leave to fay to you, O beft of Men 1 that 1 cannot 
figure to myfelf a greater; Happinefs than in fuch an £m- 
ploymenf; to be prefent'at all the Adventures to which 
human Life is expofed ; to adminifter Slumber to tVe 
Eye-lids in the Agonies of a Fever; to , cover thy be- 
Joved Face in the Day of Battle ; to gb with thee a 
Guardian Angel, incapable of Wound or Pain, where 
1 have longed to attend thee, when a weak, a feittvv^ 
Woman. Thefe, my Dear, ^t<i \)t^^ '\\\^^i.'5gJ^^^ ^\'^ 
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which I warm my poor languid Heart ; but indeed I 
am not capable, under my prefent Weafcnels, of^bear* 
ing the ftrong Agonies of Mind I fall into, when I form 
to myfelf the Grief you muft be in, upon your firf^ hear- 
ing of my Departure. I will not dwell upon this, bc- 
caufe your kind and generous Heart will be but the mofc 
afflidted, the more the Pcrfon for whom you lament 
offers you Confolation. My laft Breath will, if I afli 
myfelf, expire in a Prayer for you. 1 (hall never fee 
your Face again. Farewell for ever. 



LETTER XIX. 

LAURA to, AURELIA. 

COULD your Importunity have prevailed with 
my Brother to have left me in London, you had 
been free fr(»m the Vexation that I (hall certainly give 
you, by making you the Confident of all my Country 
Adventures ; and I hope you will relieve my Cha- 
grin, by telling me what the dear bewitching, bufy 
World is doing, while I am idly fauntering away my 
Time in rural Shades. How happy are you, my dear 
Aurelia I how I envy you the Enjoyment of Duft, of 
Crowds ana Noife, with all the polite Hurry of the 
Beau Monde. 

My BrotWr brought me hither to fee a Con n try- 
Seat he has . lately purchafed ; he would fain perfuade 
roe it ia/finely fituated, but I (hould think it more 
finely fittiated in the Mail, or *:ven in Cheapfide, 
thai) herJ. Indeed I hardly know where we are, on- 
ly that ij is it a dreadful Diftance from the Theatre 
Roy^ly^froml the Opera, from the Mafquerade, and 
every Thing ^n this World that is worth living for. I 
can fcarce tell you whither to direft your Letters 5 
we are certainly at the End of the Earth, on the 
Borders of the Continent, the Limits of the habita- 
ble Globe; under the Polar Star, among wild People 
and Savages. I thought we fiiould never have come 
to the End of our Pilgrimage; nor could I foe bear 
alking my Brother, if we were to travel by dry Land 

to 



The Complete L e t t £ r - W r i t b r • 193 

to^thfl /^|ntipodtes;.not a Mile but Teemed ten« that 
carried nie from London, the Center of all my Toys. 
The Country is .my Averfion; I hate Trees and Hed* 
ces, fteep. Hills, and filcnt Vallies : The Saty rifts may 
laugh, but to me 

Hr^en Fields^ andjhady Groups, 'and cr^al Springs ^ 
jlnd'Larks^ and' Nightingales, are tidious Things, 

I had father hear London Cries, with the Rattle of 
Coaches,, than fit liftening to the melancholy Mur- 
mur oir puxljng Brooks, or all ^tbe wild Mufic of the 
Woods; the Smell of Violets gives me the Hyfterics ; 
fre{h Air murders me; my Conftitutiori is not robuft 
enough to bear it ; the cooling Zephyrs will fan me 
into a Catarrh, if L ftay her^ much longer. If tbefe 
are the Seats of the Mufcs, let them unenvied enjoy 
their glittering Whimfies, and convcrfe with the vi- 
fionary Beings of their own forming. I have no Fan- 
cy for Dryades and Fairies, nor the leaft Prejudice to 
human Society; a mere earlhly Beaii^ with an embroi- 
dered Coat, (uits my Tafte better than an airy Lover 
with his {hining Trefles and Rainbow Wings. 

The fober Twilight, which has employed (o marry 
foft Defcriptions, is with me a very dull Period ; nor 
does the Moon (on which the Poets doat) with all her 
ftarry Train, delight me half fo much as an Af^:m- 
bly-Room illuminated with Wax-Candles: This is 
what I fhould prefer to the glaring Sun in his meridian 
Slendor: Dajr-Light makes me fick, it has fomething 
in it fo ^pmmon and vulgar, that it feems fitter for 
Peafants to make Hay in, or Country LafiTes to fpin by, 
than for the Ufe of People of Diftmdion. You pity 
me, I know, dear Aureiia, in this deplorable State ; 
the whole Creation is a Blank to me, 'tis all jovIe(s 
and defolate. In whatever gay Images the Mufes 
have dreflfed thefe ruftic Abodes, I have not Penetra- 
tion enough to difcover them. Not the flowery Fieldj 
nor fpangled ,Sky, the rofy Morn, or balmy Evening, 
can recreate tny Thoughts : 1 am neither a religious 
noir poeticaT Enthufiaft, and without either of thefe 
Qualifications, what (hould I do in filent Retreats and 
penfive Shades ? I find myfelf but little at £a(e la c<\\^ 
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Abfence of the noify Diverfions of the Town ; and 'tis 
hard for me to keep up my Spirits tti Letfure ^<id Re* 
tirement; it makes me anxioufly inquifitive what will 
become of me when my Breath flies awa^: Death, 
^hat ghaftly Phantom, perpetually intrudes on my So* 
litude, ana fonie doleful Knell froni a neighbouring 
Steeple, often calls upon me to ruminate x>q Coffins 
and Funerals, Graves and gloomy Sepulchres. As 
thefe difmal Subjedis put me in the Vapours, and make 
me ftart at my own Shadow, the fooner I come to 
Town the better; and 1 wi(h, my dear Aurelia, you 
would oblige meib far as to lay a Scheme for my £f« 
xape. Adieu. 




L E T T E R XX, 

Trom Polydore io Alonzo, giving an Account of his acei^ 
denialiy meeting AutcWsi^ and of her Faljhoodto him^ i^c. 

YOU have fpent fo many Hours at the Ear! of 
■ f s jine Seat Jn the Country, that *tis un- 
neceflary to defcribe thofe beautiful Scenes with which 
you arc are fo well acquainted^ Here ha^e I pafled a great 
rart of the Summer Seafon, in a Manner fuirable tp 
my contemplative Humoirr. Having no Taile for 
Copntry Diverfions, or an,y Kind of Rural Sports, my 
Pleafures were confined to the charnting Shades in 
Gardens, with which the Houfe is furrounded 

t-Iere I eryoycd an unmolefted Tranqwflity, till a Fit 
of Curiofity led me to make an Excurfion into the wide 
Champagne, that opened before roe ffotti the Borders 
of the Park. 

If I begin with the rofy Dawn, you will pardon my 
romantic Stile, relatirig to the furprifing Adventure : 
^ut without teirmg a Lie, the Morning Was yet duflcy ; 
the balmy Dew, and fragrant Gales, perfumed the- 
Air with their untainted Sweets; while with Thoughts 
free as the airy Songfters tlwt warble on the Branches, 
I wandered from rifing Hills to winding Vales, through 
flow'ry Lawns to leafy Woods, till 1 lound myfelf un- 
der the Shaces of a venerable Row of Elms, which 
put we in Mind of Sir Roger de Coverly's Rqokery ; 
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the agjd Trees (hot their Heads fp high» that, to one 
who palled under them, the Crows and Rooks, which 
refted on their I <)P^9 feemttd to be cowing in another 
Region. I was delighted with the Nolle^. while, with 
Che SpeSator,' I conhdered it as a Kind nf natural Pray- 
er to that Bcingwho fupplies the Wants ot ^is whole 

* Creation 2 my Thoughts were infpired witha pleafine 

* Gratitucle to the beneficent Father of the Univerfe, tifl 
the Sequel of my Devotion was interrupted by the Sight 
of a beautiful Girl, about fo.r or five Years old, fitting 
on the Grafs, with a Baiket of Flowers in her Lrap« 
which (he was (ticking in the fnowy Fleece of a little 
Lamb, that ftood by her. 

I began to hope it was one of the Fairy Race, or fome 
pretty Phantom thac haunted the Grove; for the adja- 
cent Houfe belonging to this reverend Avenue looked 
.more like a Dormitory for the Dead, than an Habita* 
tion for the Living; ev^ry Thing about it appeared 
ruinous and defolaie: I could neither hear the Voice, 
nor trace the Steps of mortal Man in this obfolece Soli- 
tude; nor had 1 any Hopes of knowing ita what wild 
Kegion I was got, unlets the? pretty Figure fitting on 
the Grafs could give me fome liiteliigence. 

I made my Approachei very ref*pe6ifullyi But what 
was my Surprize, in drawing near, to fiod the Air, the 
Complexiorv, every Feature in Miniature, of the un- 
grateful Auretia,oii whom I once fo pj^/fionately doated. 
A thoufand t<)rra>enting Ideas ru(hed into my Mind ac 
the Sight, of this lovely Creature, who fniiled on me 
with the moil enchanting Innocence. Wbilft 1 ftood 
eagerly gazing at her, which was not long, Aurelia her- 
felT entered the Walk, and confirmed the Sufpicioa 
that this Child was a living Proof of her Inf^amy. 

'Tis about fix Vears fince fhe eloped from the public 
View, regardlefs of her own iliuiirious Familv, or the 
Obligation (he was under to the generous Cleooe, who 
treated her with the utmoft Confidence, and was the 
}a(t that fufpec^cd her Hufbantfs criminal hff^\t witn. 
her;- Be my own Wrongs fo.got, and all the Con- 

tempt with which ihe trea'.ed whatever P\o^^^^% Vyc^^ 
nour and difinterciled Paffion couVii \\vd}f.c« 

K z 
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I found her now an Objeft of Pity rather ttenfo 
fentment ; the Dejc<aion of her Mind was vifible in btf 
pale bnggard Looks, and the wretched Negligence of 
her Habit. T could hardly perfuade myfelf this wastl« 
ce!ebr»tcd Lady that once appeai^ed in aifpubJic Places 
with fuch a Parade of Equipage and Vanity. 

She was in the utmoft Confuiion at this Interview, 
till cxcfifing myfelf I told her this Jnrrii^flon was iindc- ? 
figncd, and purely thcEfFedl of Chahce, as I was tak- 
ing a Morning's Ramble from the Earl of — — -% 
where I had fpcnt fome Time ; and that ihe might d- 
pend upon my VVord, not to difcovcr her Abode xoanf 
one in that Familv» 

By this Time me was a'Kttle comixjrfed, and inn'tcd [ 
. nie to reft myfelf after my WalkT I followed her info ' 
the Houfc, which looked more like the Manflons of 
' Defpair than a Retreat for a Lady of Pleafure : An aw- 
ful Silence reigned in every Room, through which I 
made a Shift to find my Way by a dim Twilight that 
glimmered through fome Windows of as antique a Fi- 
gure as thofe of an old Abbey : The Furniture, I fancy, 
has not been difplac^*d from Times immemorial; it 
looks more like unweildy Lumber, than any Xhing de- 
signed for Ufe or Ornament : There was nothing cf a 
modern Date but a Tea-liable, and that in ruinous 
Circumftances. 

It was now abftut Ten o'CIock, Aurelia ordered Tea 
and Chocolate to be brought : All her Attendance was 
a frefh-coloured Country Lafs, who withdrew as foon 
as we had breakfafted* 

I was impatient to hear a Relation of Aurelia*s Mif- 
fortune?, but durft not afk any Qiieftion^ for fear it 
would look like infulting her Diftreis; fo only renewed 
Tny Exc-ufes for interrupting her Privacy. 

To which (he replied, that though I was the laft Per- 
fon in the World me would have chofe to be a Witncfs 
of her Infamy, yet (he thought herfelf happy in having 
an Opportunity to make fome Apology for her Injufticc 
to me, m refufing thofe Terms of Honour I once offered, 
and complying wUVv (^aeV\ Te^ro«.chful Conditions, as 
had /nade her the mo& m\fcT^>a\^ C\t^\>a\^ ^xv^^xxJcw. 

'* It was my cnttxiuaVVtvoWtv^vvovv V^cotvvvwvx^ ^<\W> 
Caffander, that made nvc vti^i^^v^^^ ^^ ^^>^^ ^^^^^-^^x^ 
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tnd my Father's Commands to marry you. But wbat- 
ever Wrong this was to your Merit, my Guilt, with 
Regard to the generous Cleone, is of a higher Nature : 
The Intrigue I had with her Huftand was attended with 
Circumftancts of the blackcft Treachery ^ 1 have broke 
thfouj^h the tendereiV Enji^agements of FriendQiip, lEUid 

f ranted all that my difiblute Lover could a(k; when, 
nding myf^jlf with Child, to hide my Infamy, he 
brought me to this difmal Place, an old Manfibn-Houfo 
belonging to his Family, where 1 am cut oft' from hu- 
man Society, except two or three ftupiJ Peafants, his 
Tenants, who reliae in fome Part of this Gothic Struc- 
ture. *Tis now fix Years fince I breathed and flept 
(for I cannot call it living) in this melancholy Con-^ v 
lincment^ without Hopes of a Releafc, being entirely 
dependant on Caflander's Allowance and Caprice, who 
but too well knows T»is own Power and my Folly j 
which makes him, inftead of the humble Lover, a£l the 
imperious TyrahC: his Vifits are feldom, his Stay ibort, 
and I am left whole Months to languiili alone ka a de- 
tefted Solitude. 

*^ This Child (continued {he weeping, and taking 
the lovely Creature in her Arms) this Child, which 
might have been my Joy, proves my greateft Afflic- 
tion \ Should I die, (be is immediately abandoned kfjf^ 
Hardfliip and Neceifity ; fhould 1 live, it diftra^xffie 
CO think (be may follow my fcandalou« Example. Hovir 
can I give her Inftnidions' to avoid thofe Vices, which 
my Pfadice approves ? or recommend tha^t Virtue, 
whole facred Rules I have (b openly violated i And iiili 
I love this worthlefs Man ; were Lpenitent,' could I re- 
(blve on a Reformation, this Leifure and Retirement 
would be a Bleifing and Advantage to me; but I am 
obftinate in Guilt, while I defpair of Happinefs in this 
World or the next : 'Till I came hither, my Hours 
were fpcnt in Frolic and Gaiety ; a conftant Series of 
Diverfions (hortened the Days, and gave Wings to 
the jovial Hours, which now have* leaden Feet, and 
burdened with Grief, lag heavily along. No Sort of ' 
Refledion gives me Joy ; whether I look backv(rard or 
forward, all is Darknd's aad Cot\\uSiow\ \ '^'ox ^NSk''^ -^^ 
^uzU6cd for Retireftient ; AiooV% ^;^ ^H ^^!^^4j^ 
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I'hinking is my Horror ; I am weary of living ind 
afraid to die. *' 

1 heard this Account with a Heart full of Compaf' 
fion, and I'nid what I could to perfu^de her to hrcakolF 
this criminal C-tmnvcrce with Caflfander, - and to throw 
bcrfclf on the C<»rc of ProviJciice, and the GeneroGty 
cif heir. Friends: Bjt i had too much Value for my 
own Peace, nnd too great a Contempt for a Woman 
of Aurelia's Character, to make any pariicuiar Pro- 
pofals for her PVefdcm ;-and biddi.ig her atdieu bafled 
back to the Earrs* without faying one Word of my 
Adventure; which 1 commie to your Secrecy, and ful^ 
fcribe my (elf 

Your mod humble Servant* 

POLYDORL 



LETTER XXI. 

From n GtniUmnn fvho dii^ at Conftantinople, /t Ki 
Friend in England \ giving him an Account of the Man- 
ner of bis Death 

YOUR not hearing from me, my dear Beville, has 
given you too many difmal Appreheniions about 
the Manner of my Death ; and the Engagements of a 
i^enerous FriendAiip, wbich are not extinguiflied with 
the Breath of Life, oblige me to give this Satisfadion. 

1 niade a longer Stay at Conitantinople than 1 in- 
tended, and there it pleafed Heaven that I (bould re«* 
iign my Life, which for fome Months gradually de« 
dined, but uitKouc any violent or painful Diiorder^ 
or indeed the leaft Appreheni^pn that rpy Diflemper 
was fatal. But my Days were numbered, and when 
the deftinecj Hour drew near, after a fleepleis Night, 
1 rofe with the Sun ; and ab 1 never had been (o ill as 
I') coniine nivfeif, I fought fome Refrelhment in one 
of tho<e delicious Gardens that adoin tbe Shore of the 
liofphorus. 

A.'ter a fliort Walk, I found my Spirits finking, and 
retiring to a Cypreis Shade, I tK^ew m^lelf on a flow- 
uy JJanJc, for fome B.c^ttiftiwv^uv \ K ^^v\^^ ^Xvxvt^x 
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foon clofed my Eyes, which was thrice broken by what 
1 then thought an imaginary- Call ; the Voice perfe^Hy 
refembled the charming Almeria's, whofe Death, you. 
know, was the Occafion of my Travels. I was now 
perfei^ly asvakSe, and iiftcned to hear the gentle Sum- 
mons stgaiA^; biit found I had neither Strength to Fi(b- 
ifiir Power to call Afiiftance : An icy Coldnefs flopped 
the Springs of I«ife^ and after a little Struggle, m^ 
Spirits got unburthened of its Clay ; the Curtain fell, 
and the invifible World appeared; The iirft gentle* 
Spirit that welcomed me to the(e new Regions was the 
lovely Almeria ; bjt how dazzling ! : how divinely fair ! 
Sxtgcy was in her Eyes, and inexpreffible Pleamre in- 
every Smile I Her ^lien and Afped more foft and pro- 
pitious than ever was feigned ,by the Poets of their 
Ooddefs o£ Beauty and Love. What was airy Fi£lion 
tbere^ was here all tranfporting and Reality. With 
an inimitable Grace flie received me into her setherial 
Chariot, which was fparkling Saphire ftudded with Gold; 
it rolled wi^l^^fpontaneous Motion along the heavenly 
Plains, and ftopped at the Morninjg; Star, our detained 
Habitation.^ Aut how Ihal) I defcribe this fair, this 
fragrant, this enchanting Land of Love 1 the deled^a* 
ble Vales and flowery Lawns, the Myrtle Shades and 
rpfy Boweis ;. the bright Cafcades and cryftal Rivulets- 
rolling over orient Pearls and Sands of Gold, which 
here fpread their iilent Waves into broad tranfparent 
LAes,. fmooth as the Face of Heaven, and there break 
with rapid Force through arching. Rocks of Diamond 
and Purple Amethift : Plants of immortal Verdure creep 
vip the fparkling Clifts, and adorn the Profped with 
iinfpeakaJble Variety. 

Oh, my Beville f could T lead you through the IvfLu*' 
rious Bowers and foft RecefTes where Plealure keeps its 
eternal Feftivals, and revels with guiltlefs and unmo- 
lefted Freedom ! Whatever- can raife Deiire, whatever 
can .give Dtlighr,. whatever can; fati^fy the Soul in all 
the 'boutidlcfs jCapacicies of Toy, is found here ! Every 
Wi(h is replenished with full Draughts of vital Pleafure, 
fuch as ekvate angelic Minds, and %t^^\^^ \5^^ w'ii^^^ 

P'^ciiJtics of immortal Spuus ; OVv» 'fii^H^^N ^^ ^"^ 

K 4 ^wa^-* 
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(neria is as rniich fuperior to her former fclf here, asl 
thojghc her ftiperior to the reft of her Sex upon Earn. 

ALTAMONT. 

LETTER XXII. 

From ***» to his Sifitr^ difMnJirating the Xlnrtafonahlt^^ 
of her Griefs on Account of his fudden Deaths fai 
'twas an immediate Tranftiion t9 a State of Immortalitj 
and tndLfi Blifs* 

MY dear Siflcr, I have often, fince I left the World, 
had the Privilege to fupply the Place of your 
(juafdian Aneel: I have, been an inriOble Witncfsof 
your Tears for my Oe^ch, and to alhay the Excefs of 
your Grief for me, I have been at lait permitted to 
let you. know that 1 am happy. 

I can give yo'j no Account Kow my Soul was releafed. 
I fell adeep in perfect Health, vt^ith an linufual Serenity 
of iMind> and from the gentle Slumbers of Innocence 
and Peace awaked in immortal Blifs. ■• f How common 
is fadden I^eath !) I found ntyfelf in a Moment got a- 
bove the Stars, and outfliining the Stin in its meridian 
Splendor; Co/ruption had put on Iriborruf^tidn, and 
iMortah'ty v/zs fwailowed up iti Life and Immortality; 
O Death ! I cried in the ExuUation of my Thou;;ht5, 
O Death ! where is thy Conqueft ? O King of 7'er- 
rc r ! where is thy boafted Vidlory ? Where is thy Scep- 
tre and imperial Horrors, thy gloomy State and dread* 
ful Attcndanis? Where are thy vaft Domfnions, the 
chearlcfs and formWfs Darknefs, the Shade and the 
Emptinefs, the Seats of Corruption and Decay ? The 
tjptll is broken ! the Enchantment is difT^lved ! the 
Sh'idous, the Phantoms, the vifionary Terrors fly ! 
the cclcflial Morning dawns, and the charming Scenes 
ariCe; but, oh! ho\.v endlefs, hov/ vaiious, how tranf- 
porting the Profpect. 

Still loll ill Joy and Wonder, tell me, I faid, ye An- 
p:els, ye fmiling Forms that furround me, what eafy 
PjHage h;is mv Spirit found from its mortal Prifon ? 
Wha^t gentle Hjnd has unlocked my earthly Fetters, 
and hrou'^^ht nic out olf D^Ty^rvtV^ tLi\<^ CowRwcment in- 
fo imtmnic Lia^t audL\\im^\ VmYvs^ v^^5. x\vvi Vxt.\ 
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Mefleneer that conveyed the welcome Invitation to m^ 
Kar/ VVhac melodious Voice called mea\vay from yon- 
der cold teinpelluous Regions, to thefe fot't and. peace- 
ful Habitations? How have 1 found my Pailage through 
the trackleis iSther, and gained the Summit ot th^ e^ 
verlafting Hiils ? Am I awake i Do 1 dream ? Is this . 
a gay, a flittering Vifion ? Oh, no ! 'tis all biifsful and 
tranipoiting. Certainly! I Tee, 1 hear Tbings unut- 
t table, fuch as never entered into the Heart of iQortar 
Man to conceive.— —Read and believe; bdieye and 
Le happy. 

You fee, my dear Sifler, how blindly you repine at 
the Decrees or Heaven, and how unreafonabrly you la- 
ment what you call my early and untimely Fate. Could 
1 be happy too foon ? I left the World, mdeed, in the 
full Pride of my youthful Years, in the Height of 
Greatnefs and Reputation, furrounded wich the Bian- 
diihments' and Flatteiies of Pleafure : But thefe Advan- 
tages mi^ht hlstve been fatal Snares to my Virtue in a. 
longer Trial ;'b. was indulgent Heaven, after a'fhort 
Probation, to ^iMrn me with, the Reward of Vi<Siory : 
'Tis pad the Tm^jKhe Danger is over; and all to come 
is cnciiers Peace a^tf&Viumph. 

If you could feewy*ar into Futurity now, and thinic 
as juftly of it as youVpll certainly do on your Death- 
Bed, this Letter fronr\me had been fuperfluous : I only 
caii defign it beneficial ; you may make it fo. 

LETTER XXIIL 

A Littir from Ariftus, giving his Friend a Relation of the 
Judden Death of his Bride^ %uha was/tizui in thi Chapel 
while thefacred Rites were performing^ 

MY Fate will fumifli^bu with a full Evidence of 
the Vanity of human Happinefs: My laft Letter 
was wrote in the Height of Succefs, with the moil ar- 
rogant £xpe6lations and Boafl of a laAin^ Felicity ; 
now 'tis all changed, and t(i6 Shadows of Night come 
over me. 

The lovely Ermina^ whom I had fo long purfued, 
and at laft perfuaJed to crowtvui^ ^M\SKK.s^ Sicw^ ^^^'^^ 
Morning Qxc gave me her H^uAvWca^^^ Sa.^v:^^'^^ 
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remony wad finifhed^ was furprized with the fatal Mef- 
fa^e of Death, and carried in a Swoon from the Cha- 
pel to her Chamher, >hrhere (he foon expired in her Mo- 
ther's Arms This Hour (he appeared with all the 
Coft and Splendor of a youthful Brjde ; the next (he is 
p-<i1e and fenfelefs, nnu£3ed in a ghaflly Shroud : Thofe 
Charms, that in the Morning promifed an eternal 
KliK>m, before the Evening have aropped their fmiling 
Pride ; the fjiarkline Eyes are funk in Darknefs ; the 
foft, the tuneful Voice, is for ever filent ; while a livid 
Hue fits on the late rofy Lips. 

7T>us oiry Plcafun dames in our Eyes, 

j4 fid fbr tads falfe Images in fair Dijguife, 

T* a) ure our Souls ; tilljujt within thy Arms 

The Vifion dies, and all the fainted Charmf 

FJee quick away fi em the furfuing Sight, 

Till they are loji to Shades^ and mingle with the Night. 

O Death ! how cruel was thy Triumph ! Youth and 
Beauty, Joy and blooming Hope, lie here a Vi6iim to 
thy Rage: The darkiome Prifon of thy Grave muft 
now confine the gentle Captive ; infte^d of the Pomp 
of a bridal Bed, the cold Earth rouft beiier Lodging, 
Duft and Corruption her Covering. 

You will now expert I (hould praflife the Principles 
I have To often aflerted, in exercifing m^ boafted Rca- 
Ir.n and Moderation; or leave you to infujt me witlr 
the Argupinen^s I latfely producecl, to allay your Grief, 
under ih.e Preffure of an uncommon Misfortune: This 
Reproach would bebutjuft at a Period when Heavei> 
has given me a full Evidence of the Truths I confefled; 
and 0^t Vanity of human Hopes in the cleared De- 
mon flration before me. On& would think I (hould no^r, 
if ever, find it eafy to moralize on thefe Subjeds, and 
a6l thePhiiofopher from meer Neceffity, if not from 

V. V 

irt«e^ 

Were the. Cafe yoiK's, or any Body's but my own» 

how many wife Things (hould I repeat! Hovv fluently, 

could I talk! So mucn more eafy is it to di£late than 

to pra£life: And yet I am reafonable by Intervals; I am 

ia wore than Name a Chriftian \ in fume bright: Pe-: ' 



The Complete Letter-Writer. 203 

ri ods» I feel the Force of that Profeilion, and pay Ho- 
maffe to its facred H^les : A heavenly Ray fcatters my 
Grief, and cheers my Soul with divide Confolations i 
The gay and the gloomy Appearances of morul Things 
vanifl) before the Gleams of celeftial Light: Immortal 
Pieafures, with gentle Invitations, call me to the Skies, 
and all my l^houghts afcend. 

But how fbort my Triumph ! how cafy the Tran^ 
fition from Reafon to Madnefs ! Of what futprifing. 
Variety is a , human Mind capable! Lr^ht and Dark- 
nefs. Heaven a,nd HeU» feem blended within i'cis alt- 
Chaos, and wild Diforder : That Reafon which one. 
MoTienc relieves me, the next feems with'a juft iVaiiii 
of Ideas to torment me. 

Sfft theriy all pale and dead (he lies ; 
For ever flow my ft reaming Eyes :■ 
/7k Hymen, wiilh extingt/iJFd Fires ; 
Fly nuptial B'ijs^ and cha/le Defires : 
ErminaV^^i, the lovti]ft Mind 
Faith, Sweetnefs, JVit^ together Joined. 

Dwelt Faith, and Tf^t^ and Sweitnefs there? 

Oh / view the Chantey and drop a Tear. 

Adieu. 



- LETTER; XXIV, 

From Mr. Pdpe, ta Mr. Addifonv^ 

I Have been lying, in wait for my own Imaginatioil 
this Week and more^and watching what Thoughts 
come up in the Whirl of Fancy, that were worth com« 
municating to you in a Letter. But< I am at length 
convinced that my* rambfing Head can produce, no- 
thing of this Sort;, folmult e^en be contented with 
telling you the old Story,, that 1 love you heartily. L 
have often found by Experience, that Nature and 
Truth, though never fo low and vulgar, are yet pleafiog, 
when openly, and artlefly reprefented : it would be 
diverting to me to read the very Letters of an Infant,, 
could it write its innocent lacoaR^ttvOfc^'^^A'\'*xj55^- 
logics^ jn&, as it thought tVi^m^ TV\& x^^^ is\^>^s^v 
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a Letter from me will n'^t be unwelcome to you, when 
I am conscious 1 write with Oiore Unrefervednefs than 
ever Man wmte, or perhaps talked to another. I trull 
your Good- Nature with the whole Range of my Follies, 
and really love you fo well, that I would rather you 
{hould p-ardon me than efteem me ; (ince one is an A3 
of Go^Miiiefs and Benevolence; the other a Kind of 
con ((rained Deference. 

You can't wonder my Thoughts arc (carce confid- 
ent, when I tell >ou bow they are diftra£led. Every 
Hour ot my Life my Mind is ftrangely divided ; this 
Minute perha4)s 1 am above the Srars, vwith a Thoufanrl 
Syllcms round about me, lookint; forward into a vail 
Abyfs, and lofing my whole Comprehennon in the 
boundlefs Sparc of Creation, in Dialogues with Whif- 
ton and the Aftronomers ; the next Moment I am be- 
low all Trifles crovelling with T. in the very Center 
of Nonfcnfe ! Now I a-n recreated with the brifk Sal- 
lies and quick Turns of Wit, which Mr. Steel in his | 
livcliell and freeft Humours dart about him ; and now 
levelling my Application to the infignificant Obferva- 
tions and Qiiirks of Grammar of C, and D. 

Ciood God ! what an incongruous Animal is Man! 
hovV imfettled in his bed Part, his Soul ; and how 
changing and variable in his Frame of Body? The 
C(uiltancy of the one fliook by every other Notion, the 
TiiTiperament of the other afFc^led by every Blall of 
Wind ! What is he altogether but one mighty Incon- 
filiency ; Sicknefs and Pain is the Lot of one Half of 
him : Doubt and Fear the Portion of the other ! What 
a Budle we make about pafling our Time, when all 
our Space is but a Point? What Aims and Ambitions 
.uc crowded into this little Inftant of our Life, which 
{as Shakefpear finely words it) is rounded with a Sltep^ 
Our whc'le Extent of Being is no more, in the Eye of 
him who gave it, than a fcarce perceptible Moment of 
Duration. Thofe Animals, whofe Circle of living is 
United CO three or four Hours, as the Naturalifts tell 
lis, arc yet as long lived, and pofTcfs as wide a Scene 
o' Avilioii as Man, if we confider him with a View to 
j|) Space, and all Eternav. WVvokvvckvis what Plots, 
what Atchievetncuis a M.\ie to?i^ ^^v^^^tEi vctVv^Y^vwfe- 
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dom of a Grain of Duft, within his Life of feme Mi- 
nutes ? And of how much tefs Gonfideration than ^vtn 
thrs, is the Life of Mail in th^ Sight of God, who is 
for ever, and for ever. 

Who that think* in this Strain but muft fee the World 
and its contemptible Grandeurs leflcn before him at e- 
very ThoOght ? *Tis enough to make one remain ftu- 

Eified in a roife of Inadion^ void of all Defires, of all 
)er)gns, of all Friendftiips. 
But we muft return (thro' our very Condition of Be- 
ing) t^ our narr6«^ fclvcs* and Ihqfe Things that affed 
ourfelv^s : Our Paffiohs; our Interefts, HoW ilf upon us, 
and unphiiofophizc us into mere Mortals. For mjr Part; 
1 never return fo much intcJ ittyfelf as when I think of 
yo ', whole Friend(hip is one of the heft CoiQforts I 
have for the liifignificaYkcy of inyftlf. 

I am )rour§, ice* 



LETTER XXV. 

The following L^ier was written by a Gentlewoman to her 
Hujhand^ who was condemned tofuffer Death. The an" 
Jcrtunate Catajhophe haptened at Exeter, in the Time of 
Uiiver'i Vjurpation, A Gentleman^ whofe Name 'Was 
Penruddocky to whom the Letter was written^ was bar" 
bar oujJy fentenced to dli -without the leafl Appearance of 
Jufttci. He ajferted the IlUzality oj his Enemies Pro'' 
teedingi with a Spirit worthy bis Innocence \ and the 
Night before his Death, his Lady wrote to him this Let* 
ter» which is Jo much admired^ and is as follows. 

Mrs. P^nruddock'x la/i Letter to her iFftiJband. 

MydearHeart, 
Ti /| Y ikd Parting was fo far from making me forget 
J.VX you, that I fcarce . thought ypon myfelf {ince« 
but wholly upon you. Thofe dear I^mbraces which I 
yet feeU and (hall never lofe, being the faithful YtC- 
timonies of an indulgent Hufband, have charmed my 
Soul to fuch a Reverence of your Remembrance^ tK^t. 
were it poflible, I would^ vixtVvm^ o^w^c^ci^x ^^^osrxvx 
your deal Limbs to Life aeuiv \ 2LtA VyvCScv^^^^^^^^^ 
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think it no Sin to rob Heaven a litde while longer ofil 
Martyr. O, my Dear, you muft qow pardon my Pal- 
don* this b^ing n)y laft (O fatal Word ! j that everyoo 
will receive from me, and know, that until the laft Mi- 
nute that I can imagine you alive, I will facrifice the 
Prayers of a Chriftian, and the Groans of an afHi^cJ 
Wife. And when you arc not, (which fure by Syropa- 
thy I fhall know) 1 {hall wi£h my otvn DifTolucion with 
you, that fo we may go Hand in Hand to Heaven, 'tis 
too late to tell you what' I have, or rather have m 
done for you ; how turned put of Doors becaufe I came 
to beg Nlercy ; the Lord lay not your BIo<id to riiclr 
Charge. I would fain difcourfe longer wi;h yoii, but 
dare not; Paffion begins to diown nvy Reafon, and will 
rob me of my -Devoir, which is all i have Ief> to ferve 
you. Adieu, therefore, ten thoufand 'I'imes, my dear* 
eil Dear} and fince I muft never fee you more, take 
this Prayer : May your Faith be fo ftrengthened, that 
your Cohftancy may continue, and then 1 know Hea- 
ven will receive you $ whither Grief and Love will, in 
a ihort Time, (I hope) tranflate, 

My Dear, your fad, but conftant Wife, 
Even to love you^ A(hes when dead. 

ARUNDEL PENRUDDOCK. 
May the 3d, 1665, 11 o'Clock at Night. 

P. S. Your Children beg your Bleffing, and prefcnt 
th^ir Duties to you. 

I do not know that I have ever read any Thing fo af- 
fetSlionate as that Line, Thofe dear Embraces, which I 
yet feel ! 

Mr. Penruddock's Anfwer has an equal Tendernefs, 
which I (hall recite alfo, that you may fee whether the 
Man. or the Woman exprefied themfelves the more 
kindljr, and firtve to imitate them in lefs Circumflances 
of Diflrefs, for from all no Couple upon Earth are. 
exempt. 



LET- 



The Complete Letter-Writer. '207 

LETTER XXVI. 
Mr. PenruddockV laft Latir U hh Ladj. 

Deareft bcft of Creatures, , 

I Had taken Leave of the World when I received 
yours : It did at once recall my Fondnefs for Life 
•and enable me to refign it. As I am fure 1 (hall leave 
none behind me like you, which weakens my Refolu- 
tion to part from you ; fo when I leflect I am going to 
a Place where there is none but fuch as you, I recover 
Tny Courage. But Fondnefs breaks in upon me $ and I 
would not have my Fears flow To-morrow, when 
your Hufband and the Father of our dear fiabes,is 
a public Spedacle : Do not think meanly of me, that 
I give Way to Grief now in private, when I fee my 
S^nd run fo faft. I within a few Hours am to leave 
you helplefs, and expofed to the mercilefs and infolent, 
that have wrongfully put me to a (hameful Death, and 
will o\>]^ that ^hame to my poor Children. I thank 
you for "all your Good nefs to me, and will endeavour 
lo to die, as to do nothing unworthy that "Virtue in 
which we have mutually fupported each other, and for 
which I defire you not to repine that I am firft to be 
rewarded, fince you ever preferred me to yourfelf in alU 
other Things, afford me, with Chearfulnels, the Prer 
cede nee in this. 

I defire your Prayers in the Article of Death, for my 
own will then be offwred for you and'yours. 

J. PENRUDDOCK.. 

LETTER XXVII. 

From a Pirfon in Town^ to his Brotber in tht Cotintrf, d€\ 
Jcri^ing apuhtic Exicution at Tyburn* 

Dear Brother, .1* 

I Have this Day been fatisfyihg a Cgriofity, I be- 
lieve, natural to nioft Pedple, by feeing an Execu- 
tion at Tyburn : This Sight has had an extraordinary 
Effeci upon me, which is more owing to the unexpedi- 
ed Oiidnefs of the Scene, than the affecting Coaec^sx 
which is unavoidable in a th\uk\tv^^^\l^tv ^x -a.^^^^^:^^ 
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cle fo awful and (o incereftin^, to all who coniider them- 
fclves of the fame Species with the unhappy Sufferers. 

That I might the I>etter vJeW the Priloiiers, and ef- 
cape the Prenure of the Mob, which is prodigious, nay 
.alinoft incredible, if we confidcr the Frequency of thtic 
Executions in London, which is once a Month, I 
mounted my Horfe, and accompanied the melancholy 
Cavalcade from Newgate to the fatal Tree. The Cri- 
minals were five in Wumber, I was much difappninted 
at the Unconcern and Careleflhefs that appeared in the 
Faces of three of the unhappy Wictches : I he Coun- 
tenahces of the other two were fpread with that Hor- 
ror and Defpair, which is not to be wondered at in 
Men whofc Period is fo near, with the terrible Aggra- 
vation of its being haftened by their own voluntary in- 
difcretion and Mifdeeds. The Exhortation fpoken by 
,the Bell-Man, from the Wall of Sr. Sepulchre's Church- 
Yard, is well intended ; but the Noi/e of the Officer^^ 
and the Mob was fo great and the filly Curiofity of 
People climbing into the Cart to take Leave of the Cri- 
minals, made fuch a confufed Noife, that I could not 
hear the Words of the Exhortation when fpoken, 
though thej'. are as follow : 

" All good People pray heartily to God for thcfe poor 
^Sinners who arc how going to their Deaths, for 
•' whom this great Bell doth toll. 

" You that are cjndemned to die, repent with la- 
«• mentable Tears. Aik Mercy of the Lord for the 
^* Salvation of your own Souls, through the Merit, 
** Death and Paflion of Jefus Chri(t, who now fits at 
** the Right- Hand of God, to make Interceffion for as 
•* many of you as penitently return unto him." 

** Lord haVi Mtrcy upon you ! Chrift have Mercy upon 

"Which laft Words the Bell-Man repeats three 
Times. 

All the Way up Holbourn the Croud was fo great, as 
at every twenty or thirty Yards, to obltru<ii the railage ; 
and Wine^ notwithfianding a late good Order againft 
th^Pra£lice, was brought the Malefadors, who dranic 
j^reedily of it, which I think did not Ww^Ii fuic with their 

de« 
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deplorable Circumflances : After this, the three thought- 
Icis young Men, who at firft feemed not enough con- 
cerned, grew more (hamefully daring and wanton; be- 
having themfelves in a Manner that would have been 
ridiculous in Men in any Circumilance whatever : 
'I'hcy fwore, l?ughedi and talked obfcenely ; and wiflied 
their wicked Companions good Luck, with as much 
Aflurance as if their Employment had been the mod 
lawful. 

At the Place of Execution, the Scene grew ftill more 
ihockin^; and th^ Clergyman who attended, was mure 
the Subje£t of Ridicule than their ferious Attention. 
The Pfdlm was fung araidft the Curfes and Quarrelling 
of Hundreds of the mdft abandoned and pifo&igate of 
Mankind: Upon whom jffo (lupid are they^to any 
Senfe of Decency) all the Preparations of the unhappy 
Wretches feemeo to fervc only for the Subjeft of a bar-* 
barous Kind of Mirth, altogether inconfiftent with Hu- 
manity. And as fopn 'as the poor Creatures were half- 
dead, I was much furprifed, before fucb a Number of 
Peace OfEcers, to fee the Populace fall to pulling and 
hauling the Carcafes with fo much Earneftnefs as to oc- 
cafion feveral warm Rencounters, and broken Heads. 
Thefe, 1 was told, were the Friends of the Perfons ex- 
ecuted, br fuch as, for the Sake of Tumult, chofe to 
appear To, and fome Perfons fent by private Surgeons 
to obtain Bodies for Difledion. The Contefts between 
thefe were fierce and bloody, and frightful to look at ; 
fo that I made the beft of my Way out of the Crowd, 
and, with fome Difficulty, rode back among a larg^e 
Number of People, who had been upon the fame tr- 
.rand with niyfelf. 7' he Face of every one fpoke a 
Kind of Mirth, as if the Spcdacle they beheld had 
afFordrd Pleafure inftead of Pain, which I am wholly 
unable to account for. 

In other Nations, common criminal Executions are 
faid to be little attended by any befide the necefTary 
Officers, and the mournful Friends; but here all was 
Hurry and Confufion, Racket and Noife, Praying and 
Oathsj Swearirig and Singing of Pfalnis. I aoi unwil* 
ling to impute this Difference m ovu o^wl^c^^sv^O^^'^^- 
//cff c/'othcr'Natior.s, to live Ciu^Xx:^ ^S. ^>ax"^-^vcA^^'> 
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to uhich Forci;;ner5, h'-.wcvc, to our D:flionour, af- 
c'Tic i*. in mo ft In fiances, let them fay 'what they 
wi!I, we are humane bevond what othei Nations can 
b''^<f; but in this, th* Behaviour of my Countrymen is 
pafi my accoundng for ; eiery Street and Lane I paflld 
through, bea;ir:g rather the I'ace of a Holiday, tlian of 
thdt Sorrow which I e>pected to fee, f'T the untimely 
Deaths of five Members of the Community. 

Oiie of their ho-Jies was carried to the I^'Oil^ing of 
hii Wife, who not being in the Way to receive it, they 
immediately hawked it about to everv Surgeon they 
could think o'*; and when none would buy it, they 
rubbed Tar all over it, and left it in a Field hardly 
covered with Earth. 

This is the beft Defcription I can give you of a Scene 
that was no Way entertaining to me, and which I Ihal) 
not again take fo much Pains to behold. 1 am. 

Dear Brother, your's afFedionately. 

LETTER XXVllI. 

Mt/s Paget U Mffi Charlotte Vokes. 

Bartlett Grove, Sunday Evenine. 

IA M a Thoufand Years in writing ta'my dear. Mifs 
Vokes, but my extreme Inoonfequence, and the little 
I can fay worthy her Perufal, is an unanfwerable Apo- 
logy, r^ews, the Lift of Correfpondence, has no £x- 
iftcjice here. We have not even the common paltry 
Scandal of a Market-Town to entertain us, but a per- 
p<;tual unalterable Samenefs takes place of dear Varic-' 
IV.— .Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett, my Dear, think it 
V.irietv to fee Half a Dozen Cows loiteiing about a 
green Field ; and if, by Chance, a few Sheep, or aiv 
equal Number of grunting Pig3 embellifh the Prof pe£^». 
it is char mine ! Variety, Charlotte, is another VVord 
for Haiipineb* even in fuch a low Species of it as 



taken good People talked of the infinite Variety of the 
Place with Rapture. And how, my Dear, do you 
think we came at the Sight of it ? Why, up Mr. Bare? 
lett drove us five Pair of Stairs breathlefs, and out up< 
on a fcorching Balcony; and there we were to flrain 
our hycs till they were lead*^ to cottv^ ovito^ ovi^: Heads 
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to fee a few Spires of old Churches, and now and then 

^the Glimpfe of an unJiftinguiihable Gentleman's Houfe 

'or two; Mr, Baitlett for ever hauling up one's Hand 

' to be looked through for the Advantage of the Perfpcc- 

live (he faysj. 

So down we came again, wifer uodoubtedly than we 
iveni up, like a Wo/ld of People that never think they 
have fcen London fine Town till their dizzy wife Heads 
have turned xound upon the Tip-Top of the Monu- 
ment. If vou'll believe me, my dear Charlotte, I 

am fatigued to Death and worried to Diftradtipn with 
feeing no Body, and having nothing to do* Exiftence 
(^ou know) is infupportable in fuch a total ODfcurity. 
Inhere is not a human Creature to be feen, Male or 
Female, but the Servants of the Family, except the 
Letter-Woman witn the No-News, (and the No-Let- 
ters, r may fay, from dear Vokes) and now and then 
a Man with a Keg of Newcaftle Salmon, and a Bafket 
of Lemons; and yet Mrs. Bartlett, poor t)ear, ^mo-^ 

£ing as this is) will fit and fmile, and read you fuch a 
reSure (like the Curate of the Pari(b, by the Hour) 
about the Country Air, and the Country Health and 
£xercife> and the Country Amufements ; and fays, 
how rational a Thing a Country Life is, and what an 
Enlargement it gives to the Faculties of the Mind : 
and, in (hort, fuch a Canterbury Tale of its Advan- 
tages, as if fhe really believed that Towns and Cities, 
and all populous Aflemblies, were a Sort of Difgrace 
to the Creation. Dear, (ays I, Mrs. Bartlett, amufe 
yourfelf and welcome with the pleafin^ Melancholy of 
the (hady Grove and the Verdure of the Lawn, and 
the Murmurs of the cryftal Rill, and the Vaiiecies of 
the Wjidcrnefs and the CJarden Scene, from the Rifing 
of the Sun to the Moon- Light, but give me the dear 
Relifh of Society for the Objedl of my taftelefs Intel* 
lects ! For I declare to you, that I do not find in my- 
felf Penetration enough to difcover, why good Senfe . 
and Parts, and Genius, and all human AccompHQi- 
ments, are not quite as improveable at Places of pubh'c 
Reiort, as in a Field, an Orchardi a Park^ a W\l<i^\\>R.^^ 
or a Watrcn. ^^^ 
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Dear Charlotte, if you pity my Confinement, and mj 
SoLtude, rcftorc to me the Sii^lu of what is dciirer 
than Converfation and Liberty, the Favour of your 
agreeable Corrcfpondencc, with 

Your affeflionatc. 

SUKY PAGET. 



LETTER XXIX. 
Ali/s Vokcs to Miji Paget. 

London, Tucfday Night. 

JT gives mc Pain to inform mv dear Miii raect that 
I have no Corofofi for her Diftrcflcs. YcTicrday, 
a'am, Mifs Moxon and I, and Lady Sufan Lawfon, 
and Mr. Hartly, and Mr. Dymcr, and Mifs PoppJe, 
and Mrs. Beddingiield, made a Party to Rauelagh. 
'I he Weather was inimenfely hot and tirefome, and 
parched was I, God knows,, like, a roafted Cbefnut. 
Mrs. Dimfdal and Mrs. Bradbury \ycrc und^r the fame 
Operation of the Dog^Star, with a little DiflFerence 
only to their Complexions \ one of them looking like 
a Rofe^ and tlie other the exprefs Image of a KaQier 
of Bacon. Mifs Bonnet had appafallelied JKr Nob in- 
a frightful Fanny Murray Cap, and look^ five and 
forty ; the Girl's miflaken if Ihe thinks (he may take 
the fame Liberty with her 'I'apefliy Set of Features, 
which the beautiful Dutchefs of '-^- may venture to 

imagine, ornamental. Mrs. Adcock was in a pale 

blue and Silver Night Gown ; (he was exped^ed in 

Jiombazeen**— "and it would have become her -The 

dear Colonel Lovelace departed this tranfitoiy Life no 

longer ago than Saturday There is no fuch Thing 

as Grief if Mrs. Adcock has a Smile at Heart But 

I would not improve the Horrors of your Solitude with 
fuch a doleful Ditty of Keflexipns as crowd themfelves 

this Moment into my Imagination After wc had 

fdilird about five hundred I'iaics round and round that 
dejir Round of Mufic, Love, and Plqafure— away wc 
tranfmographicd ourfclves to Vauxhall ; and there, 
my Dear, you may tell Mis. Bartlett, we had the Fe- 
licity to (ee the ^un rife, red as Scarier, and round as 
^*}cxi^'urc of a VVhcvl ; but, I prolclt to you, dejr 
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Mrs. Bartlett, that the paler Blaze of Moon light is 
to me the more agreeable Olijedt, whith People that 
go to Sleep, Suky, by Suhftiine, are altogether Stran-. 
gers to. About Two o'Clqck, Ma'am, the Croud of 
Go-to-beds had taken themfelves away. Lady V, 
Confonant was in the next Box to us, and fung like a 
Nightingale ; and Mr. Beverly played' upon the Ger- 
man Flute to that vocal Angel. Every Creature faid 
he played delightfully ; but he is my Averfjon, and all ^^ 
he does indifferent. If the wooden Fool of a Fluto ^ 
could have given a Tune of its owp Accord, I mighty 
no Doubt, have been in Raptures, ^ ' But thfe Atdm 
is fo fatisfied with his own Applaufe, that he defires no 

Body's elfe. —So, my Dear, I think he 13 feven 

with me for my Contempt. There was nothing 

elfe worth recommending to vour Notice, nor any 
Thinp, I believe, of the Wonderful and Uncommon^ 
except that Shrimp, Beau Randal, with two of his 
aukv^ard Sifters, and Mrs. Partingdon ^ith her Huf-. 

band. Doy dear Creature, continue to me the a- 

greeable Hiftory of your prefent Life and Adventures ; 
lor 1 read it with fuch a Sort of Delight and Admira* 
tion, as viy good.Grandm.amma does the Bible. 
Adieu, dear Mif's Paget, and remember 

Your fincere and faithful 

CHARLOTTE VOKES. 

LETTER XXX- 

Mifs Paget to Mifs Yokes. 

Thi Defariftion of the dear BalL A full and true Account 
of the Btrtht Pargntage and Execution^ L\fe^ CharaSiery 
and Behaviour of the Dancer i. 

THIS whole Day do I dedicate (for my Eyes arc; 
fcarcely quite open) to the Pleafure it ^w^ys! 
gives mc to write to my dear Charlotte, Your two. 
kind Letters defer vc all Acknowledgment.— ^'Tis all; 
over now 1 and I think a Ball when 'tis over, only-, 
ferves to torment on e 'and yet, whip it, there is a 

Satjsfadion in refleding on paft Happinefs — —-for what 

has been, you know* Charlotte, may be again. $p,: 

Vokes, you muft know> that M.x^, Uivj?^Cl^v^^^>a^- 
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no Mifs Rumzey, thanlc Heaven, in ir) called upon 
Mrs. Bartlett^ in order to go in Company to Edgerton- 
Green. Mrs. Bartlett was dreficd in a white Lute- 
ftrtng Gown and Petticoat, and looked charmingly 
and Suky Paget had on her Yellow and Silver, (never 
Was but once at Leiceftcr-Houfe) and my Silver Tifluc 
Shoes, and Diamond Buckles. Mamma» indeed, lent 
me all her Jewels the Birth-Night, and has never fince 
olTered to take them again : A dear Creature ! But 
(he hoped, (he faid, I would not be difobliged if* (he 
borrowed them of me one Day or other for herfelf. 
So, I fuppofe, (he has not altogethi r reduced Mr. A(h- 
burnham to Dcfpair, thu* (he teJ)s me again and a- 
gain, and Time after Time, that (he'll never part with 
her Liberty any more Liberty, my dear Vokes, 

only think of that ; for what is Liberty, you know^ 
but the Indulgence of one's Choice. My good Mo- 
ther, I believe, is more afraid of my Liberty than her 
own. But that you and 1 will take an Opportunity to 
talk of. 

Violent was the Crowd of Coaches at Edgerton ; it 
was all another Renelagh, The Bride was in a white 
L teftring Sack, ) ink'd and full trimm'd, and had fVutr 
very neat Diamond Buckles to hec Jumps, white Silk 
Mittens, and Satrin Shoes, braided with Silver Cord ; 
but (he neither became che Drefs, nor the Drefs her : 
She was the Image of a genteel Doll, and had about 
the fame Degree of Motion; Teeming, to ufe MarnmaV 
Expreflion, to have loft her Liberty. The Bridegroom 
had on a frightful Purple, laced with Gold^ thecxprefs 
Figure of the Pu!pit-Clolh .which my Mamma gave 
Dr. Bargrc'Ve, and opened the Ball with Lady Sufan 
Lawfon, who is adtually a .finC' Woman*^ and if (he 
had lefs AfFe&ation, would te more adimred for her 
Beauty. Her Ladyihip declining a feccmd Dance, Mr. 
Lawfon twirled the liiide into a Minuet, who moved 
as if abfoluteiy (he had no Joints, and in Imitation of 
Lady Sufan, calling no other Partner. Mr. Lawiitm 
fingied out red Lucy Benfbn, with a dark Pair of new 
Eyebrows, but nothing elfe remarkable. Her fecund 
aiikward Partner was a Foreigner, and^ was as foreign 
fruflt the Dance as to the Nation, hopping about like 
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_. a Water. wag-tail j I forget his Name, but it is fome- 
^^hing like the Sieur Hugglebatch, or Gubblebatch, and 

- of an uncouth har(h B|iliners, as rough as a Nutmeg- 
'gi^ter. Mr. Gubblebatch (hewed he had fome Tafte 

^^y taking oat Mrs. Bartlett. The dear Creature be- 
^gan once more to look like herfelf, danced fo ^afy, fo 

- 4rae to the Mufic, fo politely graceful and ferene, 
*^ Whilft two Pares in three of the Company were ready 

-'to burft with laughing at her inimitable Cohtraft, the 
^*Genilcman with the bard Name. Sweet Nancy Bare- 
P lett,. (refolving not to make her Hufband jealous of her 
^ .-Choice) picked out a frightful Figure, Mr. Selkirk, in 
* «Saxon Blue; tie Man, Charlotte, was really tipfey, 
•though indeed every Body faid, he was never otherwifc, 
■and chat was his Excufe. Out the infenilble Creaturb 
firigled, who but Jenny Rowland's nipped fbort Waift 
like a Honey Pot, or Half- penny Milk-Maid, if the 
Gentleman had been really fober, he might have feen 
other Objects withotrt Sped^acles, a little her Supe- 
riors. I can't but fiiy, 1 co»Id hav« told him a little 
Tale of Pedigree, that m»ght have conti ibutcd to his , 
Difcernmerit of who and what. - Who do you think 
the Objed chofe next to give her Lilly Hand to.? Mr. 
Appleby of all "People upon Earth. Hoop Owl, hoop» 
iioop) to thy Brother, thought I; for nothing was ever 
hetter matched fince Dancing was created : But Hob 
-fitted me for my Contempt, by feizing upon me of all 
the Birds in the Air, and all the Fiflies in the Sea, to 
t^ehis lawful Prey. Burt I was fecretly not difpleafed 

at it For I was fenfible that I Ihould appear to no 

Difadvantage after his former Maux, and was under 
fome very difagreeable Apprehenftons, that Mifs td- 
ly'*s Tapeftry Garment wouW have fwept the Ground 

.before me. Indeed, Charlotte,* 1 entirely forgive 

him 4iis Choice, for 1 had now an Opportunity of coai- 
manding the Hand of the invincible proud Ardelio. 
Mr. Baitletr had determined not V9 dance a Minuet, 
and beeged me not to think of him. Indeed Lfhall^ 

fays I, Mr, Bartlett but f^th I never intended it 5 

for I hate of all Things, Charh^tte, to dance with a 
married Man : Go with *um to a Play, or an Opera, 
t)r let 'um wait on one to Vaiixhall, or Ranelaghy or 
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f), but never chufe 'um fcr a Partficr. One has no 
Hopes of a married Man* my Dear, unlefs 'tis of get* 
ting rid of him.' - Sally Ledon and. Mifs Finch 

eyed me mol^ Jelicioufly; for I love dearly tci fee Folks 

burning with Envy. The^' were in Hopes of (baring 

the handibme Fon.— But he is the moft incomparaJbie 
Dancer^ and yet, Charlotte, he knows it fq perfediy 
well, — but how can any Body be fo accompli|hcd with- 
out perceiving it themfelvcs f and vet I hate him 
fo irreconcihably, becaufe he danced Country- Dances 
with Sally Leefoii. Her Charms though, Charlotte, 
what Mortal could rcfift, elegantly attired as fhc was, 
in a large Pattern embroidered Uown and Petticoat, 
the Emblem of a worked Bed, and a frightful Pair of 
Shoes of the fame, which, without Piejudice or Parti- 
ality, was unfafhionable and bunting. 

But the Bell rings, dear Charlotte, and I mufl run 

down to Dinner You and 1 write like Clari/Ta Har- 

lowc and Mifs Howe, only not totally in Che f^tne 
Strain— but in this, I believe, we all four agrecythat 
next to the Converfation of a Friend is h^r Uorrefppn- 
dence. 

Sunday Evening. 
Though it (hould tire my dear Mifs Yokes (as Tarn 
but too confcious that it muA) to read any faither 
Defcription of the merry Dancers A-lamode dq Fran- 
cois, yet I cannot for the the I^ife of me forbefir. ; But 
iirll^of all Ma'am, 1 muft ac:quaint you, that Mifs 
Finch, becaufe (be could not have Ardelio, mortified 
herfelf fo charmingly, as not to dance a Minuet, (and 
you know her Pride is a Minuet) which gave me no 
i'maij Pleafure to.be fure. She all the while afFediing 
not to look difappointcd, fat fmili^g from Ear to Ear, 
with much the fame Senfation at the Heart, a^ Chil- 
dren have, who are forbid to receive Sweetmeats put 

of good Manners. Omit not, dear Charlotte, to 

he told, that Mrs. Langford, with her Colt's Tooth 
at Threefcore, puddled herfelf into a Miquet, and 
fquirmed round and round the Room like Madam Ca- 
therina: I thought her Clock-work never would have 
flood flill : But it would have been a Cruelty not to 
have given the Eyes of the MfemVA^ iV^elt full Swing 
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3€>f gazing on an ObjecS (o calculated to attrad them. 
J. The next Female Figure was a Stranger, who came 
J with Sally Leefon, the 4)rincipal Original of a Groupt 
. in Tafte A-la-mode, immoderately ffiort and clumfy, 
7 but fo bedizened out with fuch a Rainbow of Ribband, 
^ -that flic abfolutely looked like a Map of my Grand- 
father's Eftate, diftinguifliing V7oods, and Lawns, and 
c Rivers, and Parks, and Gardens^ with a confufed In- 
terchange of Yellows, Reds, and Greens, with here 
.a Pfitch and there a Patch, by Way of Coat of Arms . 
, :and Dedication. After her was handed about the 
"Room, by Way of Contraft, the fqucezy Mrs.' Ellen 
• Rifborough, contrading her Minutenefs to a Shadow, 
with Sta3 s about b'.g enough for Mrs. Barlett'^ Nancy^ 
.a Child of five Years old, pinching her likfe a Pair of 
■ "Nutcrackers. The Lady^s well chofen Sweeting of a 
Partner was Ned SaUnderfon^s Uncle, with a little tiny 
^ort Wig upon the Confines of a violent broad-brim- 
'tned Face, as round, and fat, and frowzy as a Stilton 
•=Cheefe— Then, Ma'am, according to the Laws of 
^Motion, ftood up the incomparably ere6^ Figure of 
.Suky Beverly, determined to fhew the good *Convpiny, 
■that though flie was not altogether as fliarp, (he was 
'as ftr&it as an Arrow; for which reafon fhe fancied 
herfelf under a Neceflity of looking all the while fhe 

danced like a Walking Stick. Her Powder Men- 

'key was Dick Commmgs, ogling and winking, and 
^ .nodding bis empty Pate, as if he would infmuate a Be- 
■ ' lief, that he's perfe£Hy familiar with his Partner ; and 
when he ^ives you hiis difagreeable Hand, reaches it 
out towards you with an aukward Grin, as if you was 
*his Wife. But my Namefak"e happening to dance 
with her Eyes fbut, all his odious Smiles and Glim- 
merings (thank Heaven!) were thrown away upon her. 
But he fucceeded better in a.fecond, who watched him 

moft delicioudy. Mr. Patrick's humoured Fsmnily 

.'Hopes of Ilcheffcr,. whofc real Namic is AfFedation, 
I thought if her Sidling and Swaddling, and foolifli un- 
alterable Simper did not provoke tbti'Country-danccs to 
begin, nothing Could. IMvaited wuh'bV^^^^\'«^^-i>.\\^\x^^ 
fgr iUch a Turn of AfFaire *, ^ot ^ouVti^vi ^^xv^^^^*^ ^v^v** 
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tirefome Minuets arc when one has no farther Chance 
for a Share in them. 

Don't expect me to defcribe this Part of the Scene 
fo minutely as the former. * Tis difficult, Charlotte, 
to paint a Variety of Figures in a Group, and avoid 
Confufion, though one may venture with fome Prof- 
pedl of Succefs now and then upon a finele Portrait, 
efpecially, my Dear, you know when the > eatures are 

pretty coarfe and indelicate, as one may fay< In 

fbort. Child, you have already fecn the grand Figures 
in the Show, the others are only Puppets of litne or 
. no Confequence farther than to make up the Number, 
which is an Efiential to the Confiderable and the Mag- 
iiifique in fuch Sorts of Aflemblies. I apprehend.*-^*-* 
My Punch (to uk a Puppetical Expreffion) was a good, 
a bad, and an indifFercnt Sort of a Partner, well made 
and handfome enough, but with a Wart upon his Chin 
about the Diameter of a Pea : Lifclefs, though, Char- 
lotte, and over pundlual, fprawling confufedly about 
at -right Hand and Left, and fo afraid he (hould be 
out gt the Beginning of a Dance, and fo exa£b to do 
the Figure, and fo fure to turn himfclf and me quite 
round, that I had really not fo much Conrjfort of him 
as 1 thought my Yellow and Silver entitled me to j and 
yet, to do him Juftice, he was elegantly drcfled, and 
Gentleman-like; but not the Gentleman I like, my 
dear Charlotte. — Sally Leefon had.got away my Arde- 
lio, and when one has not the right Partner, one has not 
the right any Thing. I was out of all Teniper with 
every Body, but, really with nobody more than Mifs 
Finch and Mifs Rowland j for. Ma'am, they had taken 
it into their Heads to give hardly any Body the Honour 
of their Hand at right Hand and Left, for Fear, 1 fup 
pofe, they {hould not meet with a Hand of Quality in 



pie — ^.^ — , — -i . — 

her wherever I meet her, unljefs the People we vifit are 

as ill-bred as Mrs. Hartfield, that knows no more 

abouc Precedence than an Inn-keeper*s Wife; with 

Jkcr Brft come di^ ferve; \ A^t^ft. ^>^^Vi Vul^arnefs. 
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Mifs Leefon too was not over and above guilty of Po- 
jitenefs: What bccaufe (he has an agreeable Partner, 
£he is to give herfelf an Air when me has bounced 
down twenty Couple to l«ave the reft of the Company 
till another Dance is called; That (lie did, V^okes, 
perpptu'illy, and her vexatious Example was followed 
by five or tix at once ; (he that makes fuch an over- 
parading Rout about Behaviour: But fuch Sort of 
knowing Ladies are fomeiimes chargeable with down- 
right Ill-manners, afling a little difK;rently from Rules 
of their own making. Oh ! now I think of that, Char-» 
'lotte, be fo good as to underftand, that Mrs. Compton 
danced with the Rev. Mr. Audley, in a Perriwig as big 
as Judge Burnet's ; that Lady, my Dear, told us one 
Day, at Pagf't Bury, that (he w.is afhamed that Par- 
' ions could think themfelves Company for Gentlemen ; 
fo 'tis to be hoped flie thinks them at leaft Company 
for the Ladies. Lady Sufan Lawfon and Mrs. Bartlett 
' were incomparably the greaieft Beauties there ; and 
Mrs. Lawfon (who did not dance for Fear, I fupypofe^ 
of incommoding her Finery) was the raoft brilliant in*- -^ 
Drefs and Diarr.onds, even to a Defgree of Profufion, 
Charlotte i out !*il tell you how (he Had managed it, 
my Dear. She had crowded in all poor Lady Louifa's 
Jewels (her Son's late Wife) which are mod ele- 
gantly fet, with her own old faflhioiicd Brcalt- plate, 
in the Tafte of the iaft Century; but they were full 
• as difHr.gui(haDle as Powder from gpey Hairs,, or Mrs. 
. * Pembroke's French , Plate Tea-kettle ' and Lariip from 
". a, Silver one. Not to lead you a Ipnj^er Dance, Char- 
lotte, for I tliink I have pretty well fatisfted you, the 
Ball continued its Brilknels ana Vivacity tuierably \yell 
till about Eleven, when it began to dwindle from little 
to lefs, (like Jenny VVidemanfol, that cvcrv Body 
fays grows (horter and (horter) and departed this trah- 
fitory Life as the Clock (truck Twelve. It was r{;i^* 
: ceedcd in Eftare and Honours by a prodigious cold 
^ColLition, which ihade but ^ very indiffcr^cni Figure, 
' at an immbderiite Expence. ' • 

• ■ ■ * .' 

Sa^ Charlotte, fsave I Jem (e^ciijc 

T/jf Pirtntfi of a Ftmak WnjV) ^ -^' 
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A Birth- nighiflattly Dame array' d 
}h aukward Gild, and prmd Brocade- 
Whiljl near hir plac'd an bumbU Fair, 
Of tafitr^ itji affeStd Ah., 
• Cauidwithjuptrisr Luflnfiint 
InfimpU Lutifiring »r Tcbine. 

TVhich is all at prefent (according to the roomin 
'Fbrafe of Writing J from, 

Dear Mifs Vakes, 
Your truly afTecliunate and iincere 

S. "PAGET. 

LETTER XXXI. 

.Frtm Mifi Voices ta Mijt Paget, tat guiu in tbt Ml 
.Strmi. 

iHampftead, T^itrfday— — 

IT is an Age fince Hieard from dear Mils Paget, aod 
the mehncholv Sifuarion we arein, requires all the 
Afliftanteof a prefent Friend, arid the Correfpondence 
' "dSfent one. My poor dear Aunt Wallingfori 
ft d^f to her Grave. The Remembrance of the 
^ jLtfe which file has lived, begins now to be a 
mfort to her: Such Extremities refufe Confblatton 
?r^ori»„ any icrpporal Advantages. The dear Creature 
iu^'igng retired from Scenes of Vanity and Pleafure. 
SUJe ^8' read to her byjlurns, Wid fa.y Prayers con- 

frabtly twice every Day.* { hope, dear Suky, thK 

y^lhave the_Continuance of your Health, the greatcA 
of BleiTiDgSj'next to that of a contented Mind. How 
do you like Tunbridge Wells this Seafon ? But your 
Party is fo perfetaij' agreeably, that ,ii isimpoffible not 
to like the Place for the Sake of the Company. I hope 
poor dear Mrs. Morton finds Benefit from the Wateis. 
Her Abfencc from Evelyn-hall iMifs Anderlbn told 
Mrs. Cold ham} is fo much the more to be envied. I 
h«ar perpetually of Mifs Evelyn's Praifes at the Long- 
room, where 1 go, and at Church every Sunday. Mrs. 
Coldham and Mifs Peters are for ever telling trie of her 
Accomplilhments, and wiQlthat Tunbridge Wells may 

be 
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be as agre?ab!e to her, as ihc Place, whilft fhe CQiiti- 
Ijues iheie, muft be to every Body elfe, . 

,lbeg, dear Siiky, you will make my Complimenta 
acceptable to tljefe dear Ladits^ and believe me with 
all Sincerity, 

Dbar Madam,. 
Your moft affedionate humble Servanf. 

CHARLOTTK VOEES. 

' LETTER. XXXII. 

■ M'fi Evelyn ta Lady Evelyn.. 
Of Mri. Macnamara'i Grandeur. ' ' 

Tunbridgc Wells, Auguft S. 

ENVY, Madam, has taken t^e upper Hand of 
Cenruie and CompilCon. Mrs. Macnamara is all 
tn^c Heart can wi(b, the Jay and Admiratibn of the 
Piintiles. Sunday, Mamma, the Biide, and Bridegroom. 

Itold you, returned to the WeUs. Monday Lvcning 

appeared at the EUiooia in Splendor. Mrs. Macna- 
qiara, in all the Innocence of a white and-iSi^ver full- 
trimined French- Sackrhe'r Hitir, fo lirefloJ and pow- 
dered, with Jewels to the laft Degree uf> Taftet but 
dicing deprived of that beautiful djik Shade^ which 
file, when Suky Paget, took- great Diligtu to p^fi^rve 
the original Cumplexion of, I verily beiftve hrt'^Mcr- 

Iher could not have known her ^Tijsjtiay Mrs. 

MacnamaraWBS at the Concertj full of R'anti^(tJiouah 
foroicrly, a Concert was her Averfion) ^r OfrintOli 
was aflced- of every Song aifc. Tunc, ijlf lie fari^ied 
herfelf fo profefied an Admirer of Muficjaibat flie (at 
beating Time with her Fan like HaAel'*at un Ora- 
torio.— Wed nefd ay. Mamma, a BreaTfaJt. was given 
by Mr. Macnamara, and the Company treated (O 
maenifique ct galant ! ) with Morning Silvers of Cham- 
paigne ■ At Night a Ball was opened by Mrs. Mac- 
ramara in the Extremes of Drefs and Fancy—— -and, 
Yeftetday, Mr. and Mrs. Macnamara gave an elegant 
Entertainment at the Kocks.. The Report of tneir 
Magnificence exceeds vulgar Imaglna|ioii. Accept of 
it in the Piece, and do not. Mamma,, expeil me to 
xetail it like Ells of Muflin. for it would re(\^ui):e a Va- 
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lume to dcfcribe minutely* the extraordinary Confe* 
quence and Figure.— The grand Equipage^ a beau- 
tiful and cxquilitely carved and gilded Chariot of Papier 
mache, lined with a pale blue Sattin, blue and Silver 
Lace. Attendants in Saxon-bluc Cloth, trimmed and 
faced with white, like Sir Jofeph' Wenman's, with the 
Addition only of Silver Shoulder-knots, and Point 
d'Efpagne Hats* Mrs, Macnamara's Perfon, entirely 
a I.a Pom)!)adour, from the Crown of her Head to the 
Sole of her Foot, Hel* Air, Manners, Taftct Convcr* 
Aition, and Deportment, elaborately firtiihed after the 
fame fafhionable Model.— Nothing in her whole Be* 
haviour, Mamma, of a perfe&ly £ng]i(h ComplexioHi 

but a Forgcifulnefs of her Friends and of herfelf^ 

I'o me indeed (he does vouchfafe the Compliment of 
general good Manrlers, efpecially if (he fees me ia 
Company with the Duchefs* or Lady Mary; but dear 
Mris. Morton cannot obtain that Honour from her 
upon any Confideration whatfoever. Sukv was always 
one of the faibionable W6rld, and could tell when it 
would be polite to know, and when not to know her 
riioft intimate Acquaintance. But a Mrs. Morton 
ou2.ht always to be known. One Thing, Mamnna, 
I h"ad like to have forgot to tell you, which may pofSbly 
l.e of Service to you if you (hould defign to write to 
Suky. Mrs. Finch the Millener, waited on her with 
a fine French Gauze Suit, which fhe had ordered her 
to bring. But Suky n«t being at her Lodgings, Mrs. 
Finch direfted her Ban box to Mrs. Macnamara. 
Mrs. Macnamara ordered the Woman to bid the 
Wench take her Pacquet to thofe that fen t it, for that 
there was fomebody elfe of a Mrs. Macnamara at the 
Place, and perhaps it might belong to her. So, Mam- 
ma, if you do wriie, pleafe to direS to the Honourable 

Mrs. Macnamara Do not, dear Madam, believe 

me capable of purfuing poor Suky with fuch unkind 
Remarks in public Scenes of Converfation, even though 
I do extend Relentment fo far aa to communicate thefc 
Intelligences to you. But Mrs. Morton tells me I 
need be in no Pain about the Matter, if all the World 
was to know it, for (he \s ncx^ Cvive Mrs. Macnamara 
Will DQV^t look upon Aat ;)is 0\i\Q^vi^ ^i ^.^V^^^^Vw 
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which may contribute to fet forth her Magnificence * 
and if (be (hould, I may fatisfy» faid (be, my Scruples; 
the fevcreft .Cenfure being much eafier to be borne, 
than the Slight and Ingratitude of a Friend. My Cou- 
iin Morton^s Reafonings have always their due Weight 
with me, and 1 (like all the World) am moft inclined 
to think them agreeable, when th^y flatter my Va« 
itittes, and cover my Imperfections* A little Cenfure,. 
en paflfant, ts in one^s own Eye an eafy pardonable 
Fault, but elaborate .Detradion (I am afraid) will 
always be looked upon as an evident Breach of Charity* 
Uoweveri dear Mamma» as I have no Defign (after 
Suky's Death) of making n^y Letters public, I flatter 
myielfi that 1 am as candid an Obfvver of her Life, 
and a much fincerer Friend to her Men^ory, than *- 
one of her Superiors has lately met with in one of 
mine. 

I amt with Duty and Love tQ my. honoured Papa 
and Siftersp 

Your moft dutiful Daughtert 

ELIZABETH EVELYN. 
Dejtf Morton falutes you. 

♦ Dr. Swift, 

LETTER XXXIIl. 
Tbi ctUbratid Mifs Rowe, U thi Countefs 0/ Hertford, • 

Madam, 

WHEN I bcjgin a Friendlhlp *tis for Immortality. 
This Conl^fliofi, I own> is enough to put you 
in fome Terroj; that, you are never like to drop my' 
Conver/ation in this World, nor the next ; but I hope 
I (ball hnprove in the Realms of Light, and get a new 
Set of Thoughts to entertain ypu with at your Arriyai 
there, which for the public Intereil I wi(h may be l6r)z 
after 1 am lleeping in the Duft: But perhaps mine will 
\>e the flrfl: joyfulSpirit that will welcome you to the 
immortal Coafls, and entcrtajn you with one of the 

fi)fte{l Songs of Paradife at your Arrival Mr. 

Rollie would think thefe all gay Chimeras and gay 
Vifions, but how much more fo are ^l the ch^ccavs^5^ 
Scenes on Earth I 

"N A, 
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Ai ibtfanttfltc Images $f Nighi^ 
Brfore the zpening Morning tari their FUgbi $ 
*V5 lawjb oA the Hsfes of Men ; tberr Pruh^ 
yf*:d vjii Dtji^ IS ibtr laughing Skies deride. 

Yoi'!! think, Madim, lam refolved you Ckall re* 
ir.cmber your Jaucr EnJ, whoever forgets it. I.fup- 
pofe you'll exped the next Picture 1 fen^ you will be 
Time W\\\\ a Scythe '^fi6. an Hour-g!afs; but really 
thefc Memento* of Mortality are necefiary to People 
liiceyou in the Heioht oi Greatr.efs, and the full Bloom 
of Youth and Beauty — If I ^o on you'll think mc in 
the Height of thr Vapours, and the Perfedtioii of tbi 
Spleen, but in aiS the Variety of my 1>nfi^>er, 
1 am your Ladvfbip's moil humble Servants 

ELIZ. ROWE. 

I admire the Verfes you inclofedi and am furpiifed 
at the Author. 

T L E T T E R XXXI V. 

To Ciitander, a melancholy Valetudinarian. 

TO convince you that I am incapable of forget- 
ting you at a Time when Diffipation will fcarccw 
ly fufFer me to remember any Thing befides, I have 
eoibraced the Hour when 

** Midfiight liftens to the flumbVing Earth" 
to thank you for your obliging Favour, If I drd not 
•wrife to you whilft others (lept,. your kind Letter muft 
remain unanfwered ; for Bcliario, whofe Sincerity and 
Good-nature rife up in Arms againft me, whenever I 

{uefume to think that he whiflcs me about too much, has 
)een my Vifitor ever fmce 1 faw you laft. It was my In- 
tention when 1 took up the Pen, to have raifed your 
drooping Thorghts by playing the Buffoon \ but the 
melancholy Parts of your Epiiile, have made mc as 
mournful as yourfelf* and if your Virtues were as in- 
fed^ious as your low Spirits are, I Oiould be one of the 
t vo beft, and gloomieft Men alive, I hope, and would 
bdieve, that many of your Fears are but the Pharitoois 
of thclmagination, not the fiightful Creatures of Reality. 
.Pi ay throw thcie fad, perplexing Sentiments afidc. Pert 
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haps they may be all ill grounded. Let us luppofe they 
are. Indeed I will abufe you greatly, if you do not 
tell nr)e in your next Letter that you are determined to 
fcek for Entertainment from the gay, and find fome 
-Pleafures more than thofe which muft arife from the 
. Confcioufnefs of Integrity. I have been looking at a 
.fiiort Hymn to Healthy which is amongft the Fragments 
of. the Greek Poets. To borrow the Sentiments of a 
.favourite Writer, who had perufed this fine Addrefs to 
.that fiditious Deity of the Heathens» I muft teil you that 
her Power of exaltins: the Happinefs of Life,, of heigli- 
itening the Gifts of Fortune, and adding Enjoyment to 
.PofleiHon, is inculcated with fo much Force and Beauty* 
. that no one who has ever languifhed under the Difcom* 
forts, and Infirmities of a lingering Difeafe, can read it 
without feeling the Images dance in his Heart, and add- 
ing from his own Experience, new Vigour to the Wilh, 
and from his own Imagination new Colours to the Pic- 
' ture. The particular Occafion of this little Compo Cti- 
. on is not known ; but it is probable that the Author had 
been fick, and in the firft Raptures of returning Strength, 
addrefled Health, in a Manner as like the following, as 
one Alteration, which I have taken the Liberty to maice 
Ml the Conftrudion of it, will permit it to be: 

Health ! moft venerable of the Powers- of Heaven 1 
With thee may the Remainder of Ciitandcr's Life be 
bleft! Nor do thou refufe to chear him with tby Refi- 
dence I For whatever is of Beauty, or of Pleafure in 
Wealth, in Defcendants, or in fovereign Command , the 
higheft Summit of human Enjoyment; or in thofe Oo- 
vects of Defire which we endeavour to chace into the 
.Toils of Love; whatever Delight, or whatever Solace 
is granted by the Celeftials to foften our Fatigue, in thy 
Prefence thou Parent of Happinefc! All thole Jovs fpread 
out, and flourifh; in thy Prefence blooms the Spring of 
Pleafure, and without thee no Man is happy. 

As I can give you nothing of my own that can ap- 
pear with this, I will ftop {h'ort,'ahd with all Sincerity, 
Affe&ion^ and Efteem, bid you Adieu. 

EUGENIC. 
N s LET. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
Ta Ariftodemus. 

I Have heard you, niy inert imable Parent ! obftrvethatit 
is a common Excule with many that they fllounhaTC 
uritten often to their Friends, if they had 2ottenany 
Thing particular enough to write about. How mud 
am 1 indebted to you for teaching me to differ fromtlK 
Multitude in this Refped ! When in your laft endearing { 
Letter, you gave a Loofe to all the Innocence of Lf vitf» 
I was at once convinced that Trifles may become Mat- 
ters of agreeable Importance, when they are told by 
thofe we value and efieem. I, nofir, remember to hare 
found Harmony in a voice which had obierved that the 
Morning began to lighten, or the Evening to grow 
dark, for no other Reafon but becaufe I had been at- 
cuftomed to enjoy a Pleafure from the Sound of it. I 
have locked a Letter in my Defk, with more Anxiety 
to fave it for future fond Perufals, than if every Syllable 
of its Contents had breathed more than the Fire of i 
Milton, or the Elegance of a Pope. Perhaps the favou- 
rite Epiftle had no where mentioned ought but what I 
knew before, and vet it was dear to me, becaufe its 
Writer was beloved. Were he that (hould receive thcfc 
Lines, to fay no more than that they reached his Hands, 
his Words would entertain me moft. I hope I am not 
fmgular in this Opinion j and (hould retain more Sons 
and Daughters on my Side, had they to whom they 
owe their l^irth, but mixed, like you, the Parent, and 
the Friend fo charmingly together, that the one could 
never be diftinguiftied from the other. Mtich lefs than 
I have written would have convinced you that my Af- 
fedlion and your Merit muft make your Letter welcome 
to me ; the fame l^ndernefs in my Father will prove a 
Surely for the Fate of this*: But if only an equal Set 
of Virtues could fecure me your Efteem, 1 fhould trem* 
ble for the Conicquenccs that muft befall. 

Your duiifiilx and affe<5tionate, 

EUBULUS. 
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To thi Ediur ^ tbi Complete Letter-Writer, 

SIR, 

Though Matrimony is out of Falhion, I cannot help 
fending the indoO^d £piftle, 'till Weddir^-ring^ £h^l 
<ome in Vogue again* I am> Sir, your's, occ. 

WRITE thcn-as vou will have it {o^ I will tell 
you, my dear fweet Niece, what I think will 
be your Fate with my Friend Heartfrce, as you are fixed 
upon marrying hinxi-^You love him, and in Truth he 
will deferve your Lovet and if it is not your own Fault, 
you will be very happy with hifiri. 

As he is nearer Forty than Thirty, , you muft expeS 
fome Ingredients of the old Batchelor in him, but not a 
Grain of the Ill-nature; — though not a Rake, you knovir 
he has been no Jofeph, 'till your fweet Self made him 
fo ;— now all Women are indifferent to him but you ;— 
from his Experience in th€ Sex, he well knows you would 
not always be the Angel he calls you at prefent, if yoMr 
good Heart, amiable Temper, and fine Senfe, were not 
to continue you fo. I am fure he is fo fenfible of it, that 
he will almoftconfefsto any Body but you, that by the End 
#f the Honey moon, you will hear no more of your roiy 
Lips, love-da'rting Eyes, Vermilion Cheeks, JiUy Hands, 
and fnowy Breaft ; and it is ten to one but you afe taken 
down in your Wedding-flioes; — nay, and Jtrangeas you 
think it now, take my Word for it, you will not be en- 
titled to the Flitch of Bacon ;— ftill you have no Caufe to 
complain ; you will enjoy his conftant Love ; you will 
find him ever happy in you, and ever watchful to make 
' you fo in him.— If you ceafe to be his Angel, you will 
pleafe your Thoughts that you are his beloved Belinda ;— 
and if you do not nnd what youyoung Lovers expedt-tkat 

Exfattc BUJi Jhall every Hour employ ^ 
And every Senfe le toft in enMefs Joy 



you will not, believe me, have any Rea^faa <a \^t^xj^. 
your engaging with Heartfree. ^ 
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How then am I to keep his Love ; I fear the 1 

rience of the old Batchelor. Fear not, my Be 

though Time has riveted Tome Peculiarities, you wi 
more Pleafure in conforming to them, than k 
hope not n.any, of- your Sex would to oppofe thci 
you find him fond of Cleanlinefs, you will not ca 
• nice and finical. If he loves Pun£^ua1ity at 
times, you will not teach your Servinrs to thir 
peevifh and impatient; — ibould he fay this Chi( 
too much roafled you will not fay ir is done to a 
■ ^ if he condemns the Sauce of that Fric^jQe 
. will not infift, it is the fame he admired a few Di 

forej you will not make a Poinf to contradi 

in every Complaint he (hall make at Table, as 
thought bis cenfuring the Cook was an AiFront 

Miftrtfs ; if you fee he loves Order and Reg 

. among the Servants, you will not encx>u rage them t< 

^ is (o particular, that no body can live with hin 

you fee him grave, upon the fettling his annu: 

• counts, you will not perfuade your rhyficians < 

Midwife to fend you to Bath in the Winter, or t 

borough in the Summer, by which you will r 

again the next Year;— —when ypu travel wit 

you will not iluff your Carriage like the York Ma 

——and when you are going together on a P. 

Pleafure, and he aiks if you are ready, as the Ch 

come and it is Time to go, you will not call 

punctual as one of the vvooden Figures at St. Dui 

and keep him in waiting as if you was willing 

whether he is not as patient too. 

-You will remember the Life that he has bei 
to, and will not therefore expc£t that when he alt< 
S:atc he was to chanee alfo his Nature. Yon m 
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"Comforts, Luxuries, and even Pleafurcs, I have Icfs 
Pocket-money than when I was a School-boy. 

This you will never give him Occafionto fay. You will 
therefore hear inftead,— No Family is fo well managed 

^as Belinda's; Nobody lives better than Heairtfree; and, 
tho* he enjoys all the Luxuries of Life, he cannot fpend 
his Income. No Party of Plcafure is agreeable to him 
of which Belinda is not one. You will find in every 
Thine he does< thinks, or fays, Belinda gives the Reliff). 
If he is pleafed, it is chiefly that Belinda is the Caufe. 
You will find himinduftrious tobe happy at eveiy Thing, 
becaufe he fees his Belinda is indudrious to make every 
Thing agi-ecable to him: And, I will add, my dear 
Niece, you can never quarrel, though you have heard it is 
infeparable from Matrimony, you will be fo conftant- 
]y employed in contending which {hall contribute moft 
to the Happtneft of the other, that you will not have 
one Moment to fpare for contending about any Thing 
clie. Thus fays the prophetic Soul of 

BENEDICT. 

■ I ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' » 

LET T E R XXXVI. 
" JIdr. Pope to Dtan Swift. 

« 

" Oeareft Sir, May 17, i759« 

-•*T7^VERY Timel fceyourHand, itisthegreateft Satif- 
^^ fadion that any Writing can give me; and I am in 
'\ J'ropQt^ion grieved to find that feveral of my Letters to 
teftify it to you, mifcarry, and you a(k me the fame Qiief- 
tions again; which I prolixly have anfwered before. 
* Your lair, which was del ivered me by Mr. Swift, inquires 
where and how is Lord Bolingbroke? who in a Paragraph 
in my lad under his own Hand, gave you an Account of 
himfelf ; and I employed almoft a whole Letter upon 
his Affairs afterwards. He has fold Dawley for twenty- 
fix Tboufand Pounds, much to his own Satisfaction* 
His Plan of Life is now a very agreeable one, in the 
fineft Cquntry of France, divided between'Study.and £x- 
ercife ; for he flill reads or writes five or fix Hours a Day, 
and hunts generally twice a Week. He has the whole 
Foreft of Fontainbleau at his Command, with the King's 
Stables and Dogs, &c, his Lady*s Son-in-'law being 
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Governor of that Place. She refides mpft Part of At] 
Year with my Lord at a large Houfe they havehirc^, 
and the reft with her Dauehter, who i9 Abbefs of il 
Royal Convent in the Neigh Dourhood. I never fawhin 
in (Ironger Health, or in a better Humour with bb' 
Friends, or more indifferent and difpaffionate as tohii 
Eiiemies. We very often commemorated you duricj 
the five Months we lived together at Xwickenham. At 
which Place could I fee you again, as I may hope to fee 
him^ I (hould envy no Country in the World; and I 
think not Dublin only* but France and Italy not worth 
the vifiiing once in my Life.— The Mention of trawl- 
ling intrcxiuces your old Acquaintance Mr. Jervas, who 
went to Rome and Naples purely in Search of Healdi* 
An Afthma has reduced his Body, but his Spirit retains 
all its Vigour; and he is returned declaring Life itfelf not 
worth a Day's Journey, at the Expence of parting with 

one's Friends. Mr. Lewis every Day rememben 

you. I lie at his Houfe in Town. Dr. Arbutbnot's 
Daughter does not degenerate fvom the IJumour and 
Goodnefs of her Father. I love her niuch. She is like 
Gay, very idle, very ingenious, and inflexibly honeft. 
Mrs. Patty Blount is one of the moft confiderjte and 
mindful Women in ^he World towards others ; the leaft 
fo with regard to herfelf. She fpeaks of you conftantly. 
I fcarce know two more Women worth naming to you; 
the reft of the Ladies, run after Mufic and play at Cards. 
1 always make your Complimentsto Ld. Oxford and Ld. 
Mafham, when I fee them. I fee John Bc:rber fcldom; 
but always find him proud of fome Letter fr^km vou. I 
did my beft with him in Behalf of one of your Friends* 
and fpoke to Mr. Lyttleton for the other, who was more 
prompt to catch than I to civeFire, and fl'wro the Prince 
that Inftant, who was as i^eafed to pleafe you. You afk 
me how I am. at Court. 1 keep my old Walk, rjrd devi- 
ate from it to no Court. The Prince + (hews me DiftinSi- 
on beyond any Merit or Pretence on my Part; and I have 
received a Prefent from him of fome Marble Heads of Po- 
ets for my Library, and fome Urns for my Gjrden. The 
minifterial Writers rail at me, yet I have no Qj^iarrel with 
their Matters, nor think it of Weight enough to complain 

t The late FreAwkVYuisc^^^^^^^^- 
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of them. I am very well with all the Courtiers I ever 
Was or would.be acquainted with, at leaft they are civil 
to me, which is all I aik from Courtiers, and all a wife 
Man will expefl from them. The Duchefs of Marlbo- 
rough makes great Court to me, but I am too old for 

. her Mind and Body; yet Icultiv^ate fome young People's 
Friendflbip, becaufe they may be honeft Men j; whereas the 
old ones, Experience fliews too often, not to be fo. I have 
dropped ten where I h^e taken up one, and hofie to 
play the better with fewer in my Hand. There is a Lord 
Cranbury, a Lord Palworth, a Mr. Murray, and one or 
two mnre, with whom 1 would never fear to hold out 
againft all the Corruption of the World. 

Having nothing to tell you of my Poetry, I come to 
what is now my chief Care, my Health and Amiifeilitnt; 

■ The.firft is better as to Head-achs ; worfe as to Weakncffs 

.9nd Nerves. The Changes of Weather afied^ mo much, 

.otherwi(b I want not Spirits, except when Indigedions 
prevail. The Mornings are iny Life ; in the Evenings I 
am not dead indeed, but afleep, and am ftupid enough. 

.1 love Reading fiillbetter than Con verfat ion; butmy Eyes 
fail, and at the Hours when moft People indulge in Com* 
pany, I am tired, and find the Labour of the paft Day 
fufiicient to weigh me down. So I hide myfelf m Bed as 
a Bird in his Neft, much about the fame Time, and. rife 
and chirp the earlier the next Morning. I often vary the 
Scene (indeed at every Friend's Call) from London to 

. Twickenham ; or the contrary, to receive them or be re- 
ceived by them. Ld. Bathurft is ftill my conftant Friend 

. and yours, but his Country -feat is now always in Glou- 
ctfterQiire, not in this Neighbourhood. Mr. r ulteney has 
DO Country -feat, and in Town I fee him feldom, but be 
alwavs afks of vou. In the Summer I generally ramble 
for a Month to Lord Cobham's, the Bath, or elfewbere 
In all thofe Rambles my Mind is full of the Images of 
you and poor Gay ; with whom I travelled (6 delighrfully 
.twoSuramers. Why cannot I crofs the Sea? The unhap* 

. }}ieft Malady I bave to complain of, the unhappieft Acci* 
dent of my whole Life, is that Weakncfs of the Breaft, 

. wh'ch makes the Phyficians of Opinion (hat a ftrong Vo- 
mit would kill me. I l\^ive never taken one^ cvc^^ ^^^4 -i^^ 
natural Motion that V!w lu ^^tiiX^^cc\. \><^^tvxV:sccv^ 



you, and will, my dear Friend, be.Yor ever'v< 

LETTER XXXVJI. 

7* Lard Treafurer Oxford, on iht D4ath efbit 
tbt Marctiioncfs e/" Carmarthen, by Dean 
My Lord, November : 

YOUR LordOiip is rte Perfon in the Worli 
every Body ought to be filcnt upon fuch 
fiimasthia, which is only robe fupjiortcd by t 
Wifdom and Strength of ^5ind j wherein, Gi 
. the wifeft and bed of us, who would prefun 
ihcir Thoughts, are far your Inferiors. It 
deed, that a great Misfortune is apt to weaken 
and diiturb inc Undcrflanding. This, indeed, 
fome Pretence to us to adiiiinifler our Conf 
wc have been wholly Strangers to the Perfon gi 
my Lord, whoever, had the Honour to know \ 
a Comforter as much as yourLordQiip^ becaul 
their Lois is not fo great, yet ihcy have not thcfs 
nefs and Prudence tn fupport the Want of a 
Patroncfs, a Benefaftor, as you have to fuppi 
a Daughter. My Lord.^oth Religion and K 
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and could not fingle out one, which (he did not poflefs 
in as high a Perfection as Human Nature is capable of. 
But as to your Lordihip's own particular, as it is an in- 
conceivable Misfortune to have loft fuch a Daughter, 
fo It is a Pofleifion which few can boaft of» to have hnd 
(iich a Daughter. 1 have often faid to your Lordftiip, 
that 1 never knew amy one, by many Degrees, fo happy 
in their Domeftics as you i and I affirm you are fo'^ftiil, 
though not by fo mahy Degrees: From whence it is very 
obvioMs, that your Lordfhip (hould refleffc upon what 
you have left, and not upon what you have loft. 

To fay the Truth, my Lord, you began to be too 
happy for a Mortal ; much more happy than is ufual, 
with the Difpenfationsof Providence long to continue. 
You have been the gjeat Inftrument of preferving your 
Country from foreign and domcflicRuin. You have 
had the Felicity of eftablifhing your Family in the 
greateft Luftre, without any Obligation to the Bounty 
of your Prince or any Induftry of your own : You have 
triumphed over the Violence and Treachery of your 
Enemies, by your Courage and Abilities ; and by the 
Steadinefs of your Temper, over the (ncdnftancy and 
Caprice of your Friends. Perhaps yourLordfhip has 
felt too much Complacency within yourfelf^ upon this 
tiniverfal Succefs : And God Almighty, who would n^t 
difappoint your Endeavours for the Public, thought fit 
to punifh you with a domeftic Lofs, where be knew 
your Heart was moft expofed ;. and at the fame Time 
has fulfilled his own wife Purpofes^ by rewarding in a 
better Life, that rxcellent Creature he has taken from 
you. 

I know not, my Lord, why I write this to you, nor 
hardly what I am writing, i am fure it is not from any 
Compliance with Forip ; it is not from thinking that I 
.can give your Lordftip any Eafe. I think it was an 
Impulfe upon me that I mould fay fomething: And 
^whether 1 Oiall fend you what lliave written, lam yet 
In doubt, &c. 

LL E T. 



V 



The IHow, iddced, fell with too much Severit 
me capable ofrecollcding myrclfenoash to w 
immediately i as there cannot, perhaps. b« 
Shock to a fireafl of tny SenAbility, than 
earJieft ind rnod valuable ConneAioni irrepa 
ken, than to £nd hCelf Tor ever tern fVtim th 
molt endeared Objc£t or ita hiehelt Venen 
if id, the AfFe<9ion and EfteeRiIboic to thai 
Parent, were founded upon fo many and fuel 
mon Mntivei, that hit death has given me 
to lament not only a moll tender Father, b 
valuible Friend, 

That I can no longer enjoy the Bsnefit of h 
in{ Example) ia one among the many aggrtv 
cumllances of my Affliction ; and I of^n ap( 
ielf, what in excellent Anticnt haifaid ttpoi 
OccBJion, Viritr tit nun( mil'^tntim vinam, 
nothinjE, in Tri:th, pu» us fo much upon oi 
as to adt under the condant Infpedinn of c 
Virtuca, aswell as Vears, have reudired him 
Never indeed, did the Uienicy of Goodncfs ap 
irrcfiftible in any Man : Yet there Was fometii 

Tam^ Ti«. r,> »nt1r in his M«nni>rc_ fiir^k 
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If it were juftice, indeed, to his other Virtues, to An- 
gle out any particular one as ihining with fuperior Luf* 
j/\ tre to the reft ; 1 ihould point to his Probity as the bright- 
eft Part of his charader. But the truth is, the whole 
^; Tenor of his Condu(St was one uniform Exercife of eve- 
m Ty moral Quality that can adorn and exalt human Na- 
il ture> To defend the Injured, to relieve the Indigent, to, 
B protedthe DiftrefTed, was the chief End and Aim of all' 
I nis Endeavours j; and his principal Motive for engaging 
-I and perfeverin^ ip his ProfefSon was, to enable himfelf 
i more abundantly to fcratify fo glorious an Ambition. 
I ^ No Man had a hSkher Relnh of the Pleafures of re* 
tired and contemplative Life; as none was more qualU 
fied to enter into thoft calm Scenes with greater Eaie and 
Dignity. He bad nothing to make him defirous of fly- 
ing from theReBcAions of his own Mind) nor any Pa(Ci 
ftons which hia -moderate Patrimony would not hav9^ 
been more than lufli^ent to have gratified. But to live 
for himfelf only, whatnot confident with his generous 
and enlar|[ed Sentimeits. It was a Spiritof Benevolence^ 
that led him into die^lfiive Scenea or the World ; which 
upon any other Prihdple he wouM either never have en^« 
tered, or foon have renounced. Arid it was that godlike 
Spiriti which conduced and fupported him througf) hi> 
ufeful Progrefs, to this Honour and Intereftof hisFami* 
Iv and FriendSf ^nd to the Benefit of every Creature, 
that could poffibty be comprehended within the exten- 
five Circle of his Beneficence. 
I well know, my deiir Euphronius» the high Regard 
ou pay to every Charader of Merit in genera)» and the 
^fVcem in which you heM this mod; valuable Man in par- 
ticular. I am furei thtirefore, you would not forgive 
me were I to make an Apology for leaving with you thitr 
private Monument of my Veneration for a Parent, whofe 
leaft and loweft Claim to my Gratitude and Efteem is^ 
that I am indebted to him for my Birth. I ain> &c. 



£ 
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LETTER XXXIX- 

From Sir Thomas Fitzofborne, to PbiIoCes» on the Left 

qf a Friend* 

Dec. 7, 1747. 

THE Vifitsof aFriend, IHcethofeof Uie Sun at this 
Seafon, are extremely enlivening.. I. am fure at feaft 
they wouldboth be particularly acceptable to meat pre- 
sent, when my Mind is as much over-caft as the Heavens. 
I hopetheiefore, you will notdroptheDefign yourL#etter 
intimates, of fpending a few Days with me In your Way 
to ♦**, YourCompany will greatly contribute to difperfe 
thofe Clouds of Melancholy which the Lofs of* a very va- 
luable Friend has hung over me. Inhere is fonicthiiig, 
indeed, in the firft Moments of Separation from thofe, 
whom a daily Commerce and long Habitude of Friend- 
ship has graftsd upon the Hearty^that diiorders our whole 
Frame of Thought,, and difcolours all one's Enjoyments. 
Let Philofophy affiflb with the utmofl; of her vaunted. 
Strength, the Mind cannot immediately recover the 
Firmoefs of its Poilure, when thofe amicable Pibps upon, 
which it ufed to reft, are totally removed. Even the 
^moft indiffeient Objedh with which we have long been 
familiar, tak«fome Kind of Root in our Hearts; and'^I 
0iould hardly care" (as a celebrated Author has, with. 
great G,od-nature, obfervedj '* to have an oldPoft ^Hil- 
led up, which I remembered evQrfince I wasa Child." 

To know how to receive the full SatisfaSion of a pre* 
fent Enjoyment, with a Difpofition prepared at the fame- 
Time to yield it up without Relu£iance« is hardly^,. £ 
doubt, reconcileable to Humanity : Pain in being difu;^ 
nited from thofe we love,, is a Tax we niuft be con-? 
tented to pay, if we would enjoy the Pieafures of the 
focial Affedions. One would not wi(b. indeed, to be 
wholly infcnfible to Difquictudes of this Kind: And we 
muft renounce the moft refined Relifh of our Being, if 
we would upon all Occafions po£efs our Souls* in a 
ftoical Tranquillit)^. 

That JancientFhilofopherwhofe Precept it was, to con- 
vcrfe with our Fiiends as if they might one Day p^ove 
our Enemiesi has been juftlycenluredasadvancinga very 



I 
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ijngenerous Maxim. To remember, however, that we 
tnuil one day moil certainly be divided from them, is a 
Reflection, methinks, that (hould enter with us into our 
tender Conne<Slions of every Kind. From the prefent 
Difcompofure, therefore, of my own Breaft, and from 
that Share which I take in whatever may afl[e<% the Re- 
pofe of yourS) 1 cannot bid you adieu, without re* 
minding you at the fiinie Time of the ufeful Caution of 
one of your Poetical Acquaintance. 

^'uquid ofhas tupias mn pUuuiJJi nimis. 

I ann, &c. 



-•• 



LETTER XL. 

SFrom Sir Thomas Fitzofborne i» Palamedes, agatHft 

iVtfitors by ProftJJion. 

I HAVE had Occafion a thoufand Times fincc I fajv 
you, to wi(h myfelf in i^e Land where all Things are 
.forgotten ; at lead, that I did not live in the Memory of 
certainj-cftlefs Mortals of your Acquaintance* who are 
Vifitor&byProfeifion. The Misfortune is, no Retirement 
is (<> remote nor Sanduary fo faced, as fo afford a Prb- 
tedlion from thfeir Impertinence; and thou|;h one were to % 
*fly to the Defart, and ^e Refuge in theCellsof Saints 
and Hermit^ one (hould be alarmed withjtheir unmean- 
ing Voice crying even in the Wtldernefs, They A>read 
themfelves, in Fiiith, oyer the whole Face of the Land, 
and lay wafte the faireft Hours of Converfation. For • 
my own l^art fto fpeak of them in a Style fuitable to their 
Tafte and Talents*} i look upon them, not as paying Vi- 
fits, but Vijitatiom ; and am never obliged to give Au- 
dience to one of this SpQcies, that I do not coimdermy- 
felf as under a Judgm^t for thefe numberlefs Hours 
which I have fpent in vain. If thefe Sons and Daughters 
of Idlenefs and Folly would be perfuaded to enter into an 
exclufive Society among themfelves, thereftof the World 
mighf pc^cfs their Moments unmolefled ! But nothing lefs 
will fatisfy them than opeiunea general Commerce, ahd 
-failing into every Port whifere Choice or Chance,may drive 
them. . Were we to li^e^ indeed, the Years qf the 
Antediluvians, one might afford to reftgn fome Part of 



not di'ive Half the Lengiii of a Street to a^it 
trefs. 

It was owing to an Interruption from one ol 
fcquious Intruders, that i was prevented keepii 
gagemcnt with you Yefteiday; and you ir.u 
r\e in this Dii'chai^e of my inveiiive agair 
diculous Occ^fion of (o mortifying a Oilapp 

Adieu, _^__^ 

~ LETTER XLI. 

Ladf Jane Douglas to Lady Mary Menzi 

FEW Things could have been mote agreeab] 
dear L:.dy Mary's Letter, which 1 hud tb 
toreceivelaft Week, It belongs tome, Madan 
. Apology for the Fault of rot writing fooner, « 
fo oblii^indy charge yourfelf with; .and 1 did in 
mediately on my Arrival in ScotUnd, intend toh 
tq your Ladyflaip ; but vaiioui Thmgs came iti 
■(not mighty delightful) which prevented my h 
agteeable Empbyment, The warm Exprellion 
jipur me with of your continued Friendlbip, 
Satisfa^i6n more eafy to be imagined .thanexon 
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■ is I loved when a C'lild, I .'.<^niire nim n;)w, and pay 
.him no Complimenc (Wortn can't be com pi i men tea) 

when I fay he's the agroeab^eft ind lineft young Gt^ntle- 
, man our Countrv can boalt ot -it prefent Amiable Lady 
. Betty t 1 likewife efteem nmch; an J, ro ftiev. tTjt I 
; am '^ot unacquainted with htr Merit, I think flieHeferves 

■ Mr. M.jckenzie, which is to lay a gre at deal. Your La- 
dyfhip has been fo happy Part of ui\j and Beginning 
of this new ftyled Year, in iheirSociety, thatlcanonly 
wifli you many, very many fuch Years of Satisfadion, 
with every other Joy your Heart can further defire. 

The Town is mighty gay, I'm told. But I can give no 
Account of its Entertainmer.es, going to none of them, 
fave to one Aflembly fevcal Weeks ago, appointed to fo- 
lemnize KingGeorge's Birth-day ; I tTiought it my Duty 
to appear on that Occafion to teftify my Regard and 
Gratitude to my Royal Benefactor, who is the only crown- /^ 
ed Head I ever waSperfonally under any Obligation to. 

The Account your Lad yfliip gives meof my dear young 
Mr. Stewart ||, and his Family, givesme great PlC'^fure. 
I have from all Hands heard the bcft Charav^cr of 
them, and of Bellachin, his Lady, and their whole 
Family 5 and > our Lady (hip's good Opinion of them, 
convinces me, that all 1 hear to their Advantage is true, 
1 faw Mr. Jackey feveral Times fix Years ago, and 1 did 
think him a very fine and handfome Youth; my little 
Archy is reckoned by feveral People to refemhle him 

: -much, wKich I take as-a.Compliment to my little Alan. 

.-^Mr. Stewart, whofe AfEiirs did not permit him to come ; 
to Scotland along with me, has the' Honour to be, .I.do 
afllire my dear Lady Mary, her devoted humble Ser- 
vant, and her great Admirer, as well as a fincere Friend 
and. Servant to Sir Robert. 



f Lady Betty Mackensie, Daughter of the illoftrious John Duke 
of Argylle and Greenvrich, and JLady of the Horn, James Stew- 
arc, Mackenzie, Efq; 

I Mr. Stewart Son to the late Sir John Stewart, by a Ibrmer 
Aliriiag;, and now Sir John Stewart* 

Lady 
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LaHy Grace Campbeirs f late lying-in, and mypc 

Elexcd Affairs, have prevented my waitine upon ii 
.adyfhip as yet ; but I intend to do myfelf that H 
jiour foon. 

If I could expeS to fee my deareft Lady Mar; 
Edinburgh while I remain here, it would give me flM 
preflible^Satisfsdion ; but it is a Happinefs I dare i 
flatter myfclf with. My Stay here is uncertain, hav 
Thoughts of going to the North of England; but 
fore 1 leave tbefe Parts I (halJ certainly giveyourl 
dvfliip Notice. Adieu, my dearMsKlafn. Favour 
afwavs with your Friendfhip which I de/erve, fbr.l 
one Reafon, that I have the Honour to he, with 
moft perfe£t Efteem and Regard, your I^dyft 
moft obedient humble Servant, and moft -af&diofl 
Coufui, 

Hope- Park, nearEdin- Ja«e DouclaS SiTEWAi 
burgh, 23d Jan. 1753. 

1 offer my befl Compliments to Sir Robert Menci 
I bee your Ladyflilp will likewifp make them accepts 
to Mr. Mackenzie and Lady Betty. YouroIdFri 
Mrs. Hew it is juft as much your JLadyihip's devc 
Servant as ever, and begs to be <m oft kindly rememi 
«d to you, Madam, and her good Friend Kr Rob 
Likewife, (be begs Leave to offer her Complimc 
to her charming JPavouriie Mr. Mackenzie, whom 
loves nr.oft tenderly. 

f Lady Grace Campbell, Siflcr to the Earl of Bute, and Laii 
John Campbell, Efq; Judge in the Co^ of SUEon^ by the Tit 
jLord'Ston^ficld. 



/ " ■ 





, I ' 



1LE 



The Complete Letter-Writer. 241 
LETTER XLII. 
Mifs Paget, to Mifs Voices. 

!i tier Counfel to her Frierid upon the SubjeSi of unequal 
d Matrimony* 

* Tunbridge- Wills i Monday- Morning* 
'TJAVE Ilchejler\ Charlotte, at all Events. — I ho- 

* JTjL nour your good Underftanding— you are fenfible, 
Ij my Dear, that one fmall Fortune is more Plague to 
i^ any body, than ten;oId Hufbands. — And, befides, my 

* Dear, if he's rich he mud be worth having, and if he's 

\ old he can't live for ever. 

■J 

-i She* s an Idiot ^ if xYiQtiJhe fays No. 

j As to what People talk about ftrange Matches/ (fuch 
Prate) and Ladies married to their Grandfathers, (fucli 
Nonfenfc,) and don*t know what Abfurdity, Charlotte^ 
^ about Difference oflndinations, it is the verieft left in 
' the Univcrfe. For if I can agree to put up with Incon- 
^ Ycniencics for Reafons which I have of my own, the 
Reafonsy rtis to be fuppofed, are as good as the Incon- 
venienci^s are bad» and fo we are even. And as to what 
the World takc.9 upon icfelf to conjecture, who have Tia 
Sort of Bufihefs m th^ Affair, their impertinent Cen* 
fures I have thi Confeqt^ence to tread on with the Heel 
of my Shoe* O V^ktsJ. confider, and confider, and con- 
fider, how many beautiful Ideas flow in the N^I^ind from 
that dear Word High-Life! Confequence, Charlotte^ 
Figure, perfonal A^ombTi(h|pi»nt of every Sort, Routs, 
Drums, Parties, Tafte, ^)ive f fio n s, exquifice and Ala- 
mode. Precedence, myTOear, above one hundred and 
fifty Animals of Fafhion ^hom one has the Merit to de- 
fpifc, and the Comfort loKt 'em fee that one does, with- 
out even the Breach of common Politenefs : And in 
fhort, my dear Charlotte, fuch a Number of Advan- 
tages as no body can reckon up but who has ftudied 
Arithmetic for twenty Years. — No Woman, my Dear, 
can have all (he wiOies, let her marry who (he will. 
Refolve to purfue the Sche(ne againft all human O^qo* 
fitioDt and determine to be.Mcs. i'cbejier^ 
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Very few, CharlotUf have the Opportunity to have 
Fortune run bawling after them for theirComfmnyt and 
they arc very fimplc Folks indeed, who can affed to be 
deaf at fuch a Jundure. A Lover, my Dear, comes tQ 
great Advantage in a Coach of his own. 

If Cupid in Sport 

Should to mt make his Court, 

In a Form, my dear Fokest moft obedient^ 
Like a Slave at my Gate 
The young Vagrant might wait 

Till I thought the bold Viiit expedtenU 

But when Hymens good lack ! 

From out of his Pack 
Can rummage a Jointer or fo s 

May I die but I'd take 

My farewell of a Rake, 
And make ihift with an old-&(hionM Beau. 

S. Paget. 



LETTER XLIIL "^ 

Mifs Vokes to Mtfs Paget. 
O, that vexatious Ilchefter ! Off! off I off!^ 

- ■ The Lady^s Prayer. 

Pari'Placi. Friday.— ^ 

Olf you have not feen my Scrawl of two Pofts ago, 
Mifs Pagett 1 hope you never will. 'My old-fa*- 
fhtoned Beau is old-faftiioned indeed.— The Man is 
deaf to all the Dictates of Mode and common Senfe. 
*He an humble Servant! He a'Loverl fo is mv little 
Monkey ! a provoking fly Creature ! Oh, my Dear, I 
might have been decoyed into a fine Trap ; but I have 
kept my Eyes open. Thanks be praifed, to fome Purpofe. 
My Dear(*you muft be kept in Sufpence a Moment or 
two, or elfc my Story will begin at the wrong End. 
Come read on now Suky^ and don't turnover the new 
. Leaf before you get to the Bottom of the old, like Niait^ 
^^'fimti^ton^ who never looks upon any Thing butlndexes, 

- and 
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and pretends (he reads all the new Books that come out. 
But I cannot bear to tell you theProgrefs of theHiftory; 
fo, in (hort, my Dear, take the Conclufion orit-^ liche/ier 
has park'd up his Alls, and is gone to the Woricrs End, 

for ought I care about the Journey. No Affront—^ 

no Coldnefs upon Earth drove him away from the Char- 
mer of his Hearty but it was all his own A& and Deed 
Sufy, I declare to you. His Modefty, rny Dear, is fo ve- 
ry great, that Pm afraid it will reduce him to Dcfpair.— 
What do you think, Suky? When all comes to all, (o 
fmoothly as every Thing feemed to go on, this fmicteri 
Admirer of mine refufed to make me any Settlement, A 
fmall Fortune, he faid, would content him, but a Jofn- 
ture was his Averfion..— It was the fureft Receipt,iie faid, 
to make good Wives bad, —and fuch a Mefs of Keafons 
he gave befides, in fupportof fuch an infamous DoSrine, 
that I am fick of him, as rf 1 had eaten an Ounce of 
Strajbourg and Hovannabn-^WCxi noble Difcovery was 
made to Papa—not me, {hank my Marriage Stars. — But 
all our Leaves are taken — and there's an End of my 
Smithfield Bargain. — A nady unreafonable, cunning, ill- 
conditioned, arbitrary old Mifer* He's likelier by half 
to make Tinder than Matches. No Woman upon Earth 
will ever have him but a Gip(ey.^— Now, if you'll believe 
me, my Dear, I am as vierrv as a Grig ; it fo diverts 
9ie to think, the Hog, or theI)og, has made its Appear^ 
ance fo foon ; for you know one might have been dangled 
after for a Twelvemooth, and no Uich Difcovery macKi 
as' this ;- and then whea Matters have been carried to fci 

great a Leng.th> and the AfFah* goes off, it immediately , 
ecomes the Talk of all the Market-l'owns and Villages . ^ 
in the Kingdom.— Mn tjuhfon^ Papa's Attorney, founj ' 
cut this Charm of a Secret hrft, and Ilchefier^ my Dear, - 
bad the Face to juftify his wicked Defign. — No Join-. 
' turef dear Mffs rageU only fay the Words foftly over tdi 
yourfelf ; there is fuch Horror in the Sound, that it ftop« 
the very Circulation of the Blood ! one would th^ik it im* 
f>offible, that a human Creature (hou'd utter fuch aQuan* 
ticy of agreeable Nonfeafe as the Men do ; and have ty- 
^' .tannical Schemes in their Heads at the very fame Mo- 
ment, prejudicial to our Liberties, and all the Comfort 
. •f oui Ltvci. But Nature has oxd^ud k ^«kStVk\»>^\'^^'^ 
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wcfiiall have as much Artifice as they ThePIague'i 

Face gave me a Diamond Ring, tho' Suky, (in order, I 
f •ppoie, to fun me out of common Scn(e^) Mamma in- 
lifts unon my returning it; but hang me it I do, folong, 
at Icait, as my Name happens to confift of its own five 
Letters. — One Advantage, my. Dear, I muft acknow- 
Jedge there is, when an humble Servant is pretty f*i 
advanced : If the Match happens to "go off, one lofcs, 
you know, but a very little or one's Heart. 

Succefs attend my dear \Ak(^ Paget in all her Under- 
takings, but efpecialjy that which I will leave her to 
guefs at from the four Lines which J^t. Mafh wrote 
iipon Mifs Egerton's Fan. "^ ^ 

Oft on my Knees at Church I've been 

One Prayer my firft and laft : 
A' Hujhand is the Thing I mean. 

Good Lord! lam in hafte, 

C.V 



POETICAL EPISTLES. 

Epiflle to Philander, an eminent Tutar in the Capital* 

FRIEND of my Bofom ! Dear Acquaintance! Sayl 
Canft thou forgive an humble Poet's Lay ! 
'J ho' rough the Line, tho' dull the Strain appear, 
Moie honeft Notes did never greet the 'tar. 
Pure from their Parent's Heart to thine they flow. 
Nor fear to find Philander is their Foe. 

From flowVy Meads, from Daify-coated Plains^ 
In Thrones of Violet where Nature reigns. 
To Steams of Smoke, to Peftilenceof Air, 
This ruftic Letter muft at Morn repair. . 
For thee (he quits tbe-Cowflip-fcented Vale, 
The (hiiling Field, and fweetly-breathing Dale. 

As, here, ftie wandet'don\:cv^ v^o'K^^^^^. ■ 



■ ^ 
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By guilty me the Virgin was.beguird. 
Ana all ner fnowy Form with Ink defil'd. 

How varying from this calm, this lov'd Reti%at$ 
Is thine, and Learning's hard laborious Seat ! 
Herculean Talk! to form-the Blockhead's Mind, 
And make the Brute grow po1i(h*d and refin'd» 
Bright Wifdom's Lamp its glorious Light denies. 
To the dull Idiot's dark, benighted Eyes. 
Some few there are (and fcich (bait thou prepare!) 
Whom Knowledge makes her own peculiar Care : 
By thee defi^ned to grace a future Age, . 
They now dive d^ep into the claflic Page, 
Th' enlighten'd Heights of Science they explore^ 
Find out her Hoards, and rifle all her Store,. 
Philofophy's luxuriant iMount afcend ;^ 
Her Beauties fearch, her Myfteries attenJr 
Till bled with Talents, and with Arts to (hinej^ 
Like precious Gema, they glitter at her Shrine» 

Such are thy Toils ! Hereafter flrak thou fee 
The Sons of Learning rais'd to Fame by thee* 

Then be thy Fortunes, like thy Genius blcft ! 

Thy Pains forgotten, and thine Heart at reft F 

Thy little Bark (hall land on Comfort's Shore, 

And the keen adverfe Storm (ball rage no more;. 

From Schools expell'd, it (hal) be thine to roam-^ 

Contented Exile ! to thy rural Home. 

There Larks fweet- warbling o'er thy humble Shed» 

Shall charm thee to forfake thy peaceful Bed 9 

Whilft fragrant Morn (hill breathe her Incehfe rouncf^ 

And pearly- coloured Dews bedeck the Ground. 

For tnee the Grove (hall (pread her cool Retreat, 

And yield thee Shelter from the Noon-Tide Heat^ 

Then when mild Eve dtaws out her dufky Veil,, 

And Philomela chaunts her plaintive Tale,. 

To Jefs'min-cover'd Cot muft thou repair,. 

Tend the fweet Babes, and guard th.' expecUng Fair.. 

O Joys of Innocence! nor thefe aAotv^^ 
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They in the twining Honer-Suckles BowV, 
Shall in foft Convcric fpenil the fbclal Hour: 
VVhilft honett Damon, and his Mace exift. 
Pure Fficndfliip's Footfteps never fliall be mifl* 
And tho' lVna!I Excellence toxne Vciong^ 
I fure may form the roeanell of the Throng. 
I fjre may brirg my dear Alaria there, 
hly Balm of Life ! my Antidote to Care. 
A Heart like her's, fufceptibie of Love« 
i Will blefs mis Union,- and this Band approve* 

Ere the Soul fickens, ere the parting Breathy 
Shall feebly llruggle with the rains of Death* 
lire the cold Sod iball raife its humble Heap. 
Form my lad Bed, and guard my peaceful Sl«ep> 
Thou ! row'r benevolent, O 1 deign to fend» 
Whatc*er the Poet fancied for his Friend. 

Rc'JlA^ffot Pride, fpreads out her welooiue Farc^ 

And hofpitable Hands the Fcaft prepare. 

liCt every Nymph, and every Shepherd meeCp 

In ruftic Scenes, gay Nature's green Retreat. 

When the firA Bird (ball warble in the Air» 
To my poor Cat, lov'd Intimates F repair! 
^ And when the laft (hall tune his mellow Throaf, 

i» Perhaps- I'll mind the Warning of his Note. 

^ Perhaps I'll hide the Feelings of my Hearty 

And fay, not think, 'tis Time for us to part. 



EpiftUfrom Arthur Grey theFooiman^ to iheOhjeSf of bi$ 
IJe/ireSj after his Condtmnationfor a^Uwpting a Rapg^ 

READ, lovely Nymph, and tremble it^RH^^ad^ 
I have no more to wi(h, nor you to dread ^ 
J alic not Life, for Life to me were vain. 
And Dcuth a Refuge from fcvercr Pain. 
My only Hope, in thefe laft Lines, I try ; 
I would be pitied, and I then would die. 
Long had I liv'd as {otdld 2^% ti\'^ F.ite, 

Nu[ curs'd the Deftln^ vVi^iX. m^^^ tsv^ h^^v 
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A fervilc Slave; content with homely Food, '] 

The grofs Inftinc^ of Appetite purfu'd : ^ 

Youth gave me Sleep at Night and Warmth of Blood. J 
Ambition yet had never touched my Breaft ^ • fj 
My Lordly Mafter knew no founder Reft ; >. 

With Labour healthy, in Obedience bleft, ' J 

But when I faw O ! had 1 never fcen 

That woundrng Softnefs, that engaging Mien ! 
The Mift of wretched Education fties» 
Shame, Fear» Defve, Deilpair and Love arife. 
The new Creation of thole beauteous Eyes, 
But yet that Love purfued no guilty Aim,. 
Doep.in my Heart I hid the fecret Flame. 
I never hop'd my fond Deiire to tell. 
And all my WiChes were to fcrve you well. 
Heav'ns! howlflew^ whenwine'd by yourCommandj 
And kift'd the JiCtt^s given me by your Hand. 
How pleas'd, 1)aw proud, how fond was I to wU^ • 
Prefent the fpamiog Wine, or change the. Plate ! 
How when you fung my Soul devour'^d the Sounds 
And every Senfe was in the Rapture drown'd 1 
Tho' bid to go, I quite forgot to move : 
—You knew not that Stupwity was Love ! 
But oh \ the Torment not to be exprefs*d» 
The Grief, the Rage, the Hell that firM this Breatt* 
When my great Rivals in Embroidery gay. 
Sate by your Side, or led you from the PJay. 
I ftiircoatriv'd near as I could to ftand, 
(The Flambeau trembling in my fhaking Han J| 
I faw, or thought I faw, thofe Fineers prefs'd, ^^ 

For thus their raffion by my own 1 guefs'd, C 

And jealous Fury all my Soul poilefsM. 4, 

Like Torrents, Love and Indignation meet. 
And M^dnefs would have thrown me at your Feet. 
Turn, lovely Nymph, (for {o I would have faid) 
Turn from thefe Triflers, who make Love a Trade; 
Thisjs true Paffion in my Eyes you fee; 
They cannot, no— — *the^ cannot love like me. 
Frequent Debauch has palFd their fickly Tafte, 
Faint their Defire, and in a Moment paft : 
They figh not from the Heart but {torn \Jcw^^Ti\'«i\ 
Vajo^ur^ of Vanity, and ihoiv^C\wro^\%^^y 
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Too dull to fed what Forms, like yours, itifpirc^ 1 
After long talking of their painted Fire, > 

To fome lewd Brothel they at Night retire; r- J 
There pieas'd with fancy'd Quality and Chs 
Kiijoy your Beauties in a Strumpet's Arms. 
Such are the Joys thofe Toafters have in View,. ) 
And fuch the Wit and Pleafure they purfue: ( 

—And is this Love that ought to merit you ^ j 
Each Opera-Night a new Addrefs be^n. 
They fwear to Thoufands what they (wear to oiM^ 
Not thus I figh— 'but all my Sighs are vain—* 1 
Die wretcheiTArthur andcoooBd thy Pain : > 

in, J 



^'['is Jmpudence to wifln and Madaeft to complaiiu 

Fix'd on this View my only Hope and £afe, 

I waited not the Aid of flow Difeafe r 

The kceneft Inftrument of Death I fought, ' 

And Death alone employ'd my laboring i houghs 

Thus ail the Njght, when I remember well 

The charming Tinkle of your Morning Bell ! 

Fir'd with the Sounds I haften'd with your Tea, 

With one lad Look to fmooth the darkfome Way.»| 

But oh ! how dear that fatal Look, has coft ? 

In that fond Moment mv Refolves were loft: 

Hence all my Guilt, and all your Sorrows riie-* 

I faw the languid Softnefs of your Eyes ; 

I faw the dear Diforder of your Bed, 

Your Cheeks all glowing with a tempting Red ; 

Your Night-Cloaths tumbled with rdiftlefs Grace; 

Your flowing Hair plav'd carelefs round your Face; 

Your Night-Go wn faften'd with a fingle Pio ; 

■Fancy iaiprov'd the wond'rous Charms within I 
I fia'd my Eyes upon that heaving Breaft, 
And hardly, hardly I forebort- t^e reft; 
Eager to gaze unfatisfy'd with Sight, "^ 

My Head grew giddy with the dear Delight, 
^- Too well you know the fatal following Night I 
Th' extrcameft Proof of ray Defire 1 give. 
And fince you will not love,. I will not live. 
Condemned by you, I wait the righteous Doomj 
Carelefs and fearlefs of the Woes to come. 
But when you fee me waNtx m iVve Wiad» 
My guilty Flame exun&, ts\^ ?^o>3\ \^^ti^^ 
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Sure you may pity whaj you can't approve^ 
TThe cruel Confequence of furious Love. 
Think the bold Wretch that qould fo greatly dare. 
Was tender, faithful, ardent^ and fincere ; 
Think when I held the Piftol to your Bread, 
Had I been of the World's Jarge Rule poflbfe'd 
The World had then been yours* and i been bleft ! 
Think that my Life was quite below my Care, 

Nor fear'd I any Hell beyond Defpair. 

If thefe Reflexions, tho* they feize you late. 
Give fomc Compaflion for your Arthur's Fate; 
Enough you dve, nor ought I to complain ; 
You pay my rangs, nor have I dy'd in vain. 



IB 
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6. A few (hort and intelligible Forms of MESS AGES 
for Cards or Billets, which may be varied at Plea- 
fure, fo ferve all Occafions. 

MESSAGE T. 

MR. and Mrs. Cecil's Complimentrno J\lr. and 
Mrs. Howard, and dcfire the Tavoac oif their 
Companjr Wedncfday next, to drink Tea, and fpcnd 
the tvcnine. 

Monday Morn. 

IL Mr. and Mrs. Howard return their Compliments 
to Mr. and Mrs. Cecil, and will certainly do themfelvea 
the Pleafure to wait on them. 

Monday Noon. 

IIL Mr. and Mrs. Howard return their Compliments^' 
and are forry it happens that a Pre-engagement will not 
permit them the Pleafure of waiting on Mr. and Mrs« 
Cecil, which they would otherwifis have readily done*. 

Monday Morn. 

IV. Mr. and Mrs. Comp^ton's CompHmcnts to MK 
and Mrs. Stanley ; and if they are di(engag<d this Af* 
Cernoon, will take the Pleafure of waiting aa.them« 

Tucfday Morn^ 

V. Mr. and Mrs, Stanley are perfe(91y difengaged,. 
beg their Compliments, and will be ctlvl^'co^'^^^ <3%. 
Ms. and Mrs. Comptou'ft a^t^^^iSA^C^tK^'W^'i* 
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VI. Mr. and Mrs. Stanley are very forrv it & 
happens that the^' are engaged this Afternoon anJ Even- 
ing; but beg iheir Compliments and at any other 'be 
that (liall be agreeable to Mr. and Mrs ComptoO) will 
be proud of the i'leafure of their Company. 

TuelHayr Noon. 

VII. Mifs Willis fends her Connpliaients to Mifs 
Byron, and Jefires to know bow (he docs; and if well 
enough to fee Company, and it be agreeable, will wait 
on her this Afternoon in the Coach, and give her aft 
Airing for an Hour before Tea, 

Wcdnefday Morn. 

VIII. Mi's Hyron, without a Cbrnplinrent, is very 
agreeably obliged to Mifs Willis, whom fbe would be 
extremely glad to fee, and accepts of her kind falutarf 
Offer of an Airing in theCoacb>. at theXime ptopofei^ 

Wcdnefday Morn. 

IX. Mifs Byron, inllead of Compliments, begs Leave 
to return Mifs Willis her beft Thanks for her very obli- 
ging Card, and i^ extremely ferry (he is nut \vel) enoiigb 
to hav« the Pleafiire of her Company; which however 
(be hopes very foon for a full Enjoyment of, and to be 
^ble to accept of her Ijind Offer of an Airing in the Coach. 

**Wednefday Noon, and not up. 
X^ Mrs. Wyndham prefents her Compliments to , 
Mrs. Pembertony hopes (he is well, and to have the 
If'avour of her Company To-morrow Evening, wilh a , 
fmall but agreeable Party at friendly Quadrille. 

Thuriday Afternoon, 
. XI. Mrs. Pemberton is not fo well as (he could wi(bf 
l>ut much at Mrs^ Wyndham*s Service, and will ea- 
deavour to wait on her. 
Thurfday Even. 
XII. Mr. Lambert's Compliments wait on Mifs Nor- 
ri«, to beg the very great Favour of being her Partner 
TQ-m6Vrow Evening at the Affembly. 
Friday Mornir>g. 
XIIL Mifs Norris's Compliments to Mr. Lambert* 
and (he is engaged. 

JFViday. ^ , 

XZV. Mifs Norris^CoravVvmt^\s% ^^\\Tv^\.t^55\»ax 

mfbciag Sit the AffcmbXy* ^ud uu4^^t^Ncw^^^\^>xx:\^ 
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cing; fo Mr. Lambert mult not abfolutely depend oa < 
her for a Partner. 

Friday ^4orn. 
XV. Mifs Wanfey is forry to trouble Mifs Cooper oit ^ 
to trifling an Occafion» as now to dire£t to her Aunt 
Waterland, begs her Compliments, and a Line of In* 
formation by the Bearer. 

Sunday Evening. 
XVL Mrs. Ched worth's Refpe^ls (Compliments fhf 
has done with) to Mifs Charlton,- and if not engaged, 
her Company, as it will be extremely agreeable, is 
dciired thisEverifng, at a Party of Quadrille, about tour 
rPables in the whole. 
t . Moiiday Morn. 
§r XVIL Mifs Charlton's beft Services; (he has the 
Pleafurc of Mrs. CheJworth's refpcftful MefTi^, and - 
'tis much againft her Inclination, that (he is obliged to 
fay (he can t poffibly wait on her, having this Evening 
a previous Enga^ment that can't be difpens'd with. 

Tuefday Motn. 

XVIII. If Mifs Romney be well enough. Lady Ba- 
thurd's Compliments, and (he propofes a Vifit this Af« 
ternoon to Mifs Arran, ana will be very glad of her 
Company ; the Coach is ordered exactly at Four, and 
an Airing will not be amifs. * « 

Wednefday, Eleven o'Clock. 

XIX. Mifs Romney has the Honour of Lady Ba- - 
thurlt's Card ; (be begs Leave to return her Compli- 
ments, and is very much at her Lady(hip'8 Service, 
and will certainly wait on her. 

Wednefday. 

XX. Mrs. Legg has a Party at-Cards nextWednet 
day fc'ennight o^ eight Tables ; (he prefents her Com- 
pliments to Mr. Strong, and defircs the Favour %i his 
Company. 

Thurfday, Dec. 5. 
XXL Mr. Strong has the Honour of Mrs. Legg's 
Card, thinks himfelf extremely obliged by being of the 
Party, and will certainly do himfelf the Pleafure of 
lifaiting on her. 

Thurfday, Dec. ?• .^^XXl,^^^^ 
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* XXII. Mr. Bedford, after the Honour of dancing M'/j 
Nig^t with Mil's Hammond, is concerned that he if 
prevented waiting on her this Morning by afuddenCalllj 
t;) Town ; begs his Compliments may be acceptablt, 
hopes this'Mcilage will find her in pcrfc<5t Healtbj aod 
that fl^e took no Cold. 
, Friday Morn, Eight o'Clock. 




^, 








^^^^^(^ "^ 7a'/j Day ts^KIij!^J^Pricc is. fieatlj houndf 

Being a proper Prefcnt for Young Gentlemen or Ladies 
(Illadrated with ix Copperplate Cuts, curioufly eograired)* 

The POLITE ACADEMY/ 



O R, 



Schooler Ben iviour for Young Gentlemen and LUi^. 

Intcn'dctl as a Foundation for good Manners and polk^^ .1 
Audrcfs in Mailers and MifTcs. .'1 



CONTAINING, 



T. The TJcaiity and Advantages of a genteel Behaviour « • 
agrcci'^ic Coirphilfance n^ I 

J I Rules :-.ihI Obfcrvations for moral Behaviour m young Ladies. 
HI. DirccHons For good Manners, agreeable Behaviour, ^a^ 
petite Addicfs, on tlie mod common Occalions in Life. x* 

JV. DircvSlions for an cafy genteel Carriage vi Tf\ilkui^, Sjlutingf 
n::;kit:g a Curtcjiy and ./";-.{■, and d.iucing the Minuet. . ^ . . 

V. 'Ob'crvations on the real \:{<i and Advantages of Dancing* irf* 
AZr. Lock, and the ChcvaWci t\c^\Tw^t^ \ nnwVv :».^^>« ^^t^ uc«» 
iary Jnftruaions by an eii\\nen\.^U^CT. . _ . . ^ /, 
•ZonclOD : Prmtcd for R. \U\Av.xu, vvX vVc^^^c^ xti^>x,jfcift»^ 
vRoik; and B. Collins, m S^V\1\3>^^'!- 
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